METHOD OF STERI LI ZATI ON USI NG PRETREATMENT W TH HYDROGEN PEROXI DE Abstr act

. of the Disclosure A nethod for hydrogen peroxide vapor sterilization of
~medi cal devi ces and simlar instrunents having | ong narrow | umens or

diffusion restricted MEAHODODESEERILIAATHONPUSING FRETREATMENTE article to
‘be sterilized with a dilute sol WITthHYDRQGEMNPEROXEDEXi de prior to
exposure to a vacuumor a vacuum {ol |l owed by plasma. The nethod is such
that, upon vaporization of the smmm Uthe vacuum the hydrogen
peroxi de remains iAnwEhédfdr WydrogdmSerkideVapot SerifizitdiFof bl S| Sg\sicésoand

achi eveg st erili %at,i on. i
similar instruments having long narrow lumens or diffusion restricted areas includes

the step of pretreating the article to be sterilized with a dilute solution of hydrogen
peroxide prior to exposure to a vacuum or a vacuum followed by plasma. The
method is such that, upon vaporization of the solution caused by the vacuum, the

hydrogen peroxide remains in -contact with the article for a time sufficient to
10 achieve sterilization.
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