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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS:

1. A social networking service payment method comprising:
eiving a payment instruction from a user via a network interface;

pron¥ating the user to designate a friend to receive a payment;

promptitg the user to designate a funding source for the payment;

prompting user for an amount of the payment;

generating a re ption code for the payment with a processor;

notifying the friend §the payment and the redemption code via the
network interface.

2. The social networkit¥g service payment method of claim 1, further

comprising:
prompting the user to share the @ger’s payment experience.

3. The social networking service ent method of claim 2, further

comprising:

determining a currency conversion for the Ygyment when the payment is

an international financial transaction.
4. A social networking apparatus comprising:

a network interface configured to receive a payment Rstruction from a

user,;

a user database encoded on a non-transitory computer reag@ble
medium, the database containing a user profile record, the user prO@e record
configured to be associated with a plurality of friends’ user profiles an

configured to be associated with a plurality of funding sources;
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a processor, coupled to the network interface, configured to prompt the
er to designate a friend to receive a payment, prompt the user to designate a

ing source for the payment, prompt the user for an amount of the

experience.

6. The social nd
is further configured to pro

orking apparatus of claim 5, wherein the processor
pt the user to share the user’s payment
experience determine a curre conversion for the payment when the

payment is an international finacial transaction.

7. A non-transitory compURgr readable medium encoded with data

and instructions, that when executed ¥g a computer causes the computer to:

receive a payment instruction from qgser via a network interface;
. prompt the user to designate a friend toQeceive a payment;
prompt the user to designate a funding souRye for the payment;
prompt the user for an amount of the payment;
generate a redemption code for the payment with aYocessor;

notify the friend of the payment and the redemption co®g via the network

interface.

8. The non-transitory computer readable medium of clainRg, further

causing the computer to:

prompt the user to share the user’s payment experience.
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9.  The non-transitory computer readable medium of claim 8, further

Lising the computer to:

jletermine a currency conversion for the payment when the payment is

an inteMyational financial transaction.

interface;

prompting the ®ger to designate a plurality of friends to receive the

payment request;
prompting the user fOQa target amount of the payment request;

notifying the plurality of Mgends of the payment request via the network
interface; and

alerting the user when the targdamount is received or exceeded from
the plurality of friends.

11.  The social networking service pMgment method of claim 10, further

comprising:
prompting the user to share the user’s pa t experience.
12. A social networking apparatus comprising

a network interface configured to receive a paymentQequest instruction

from a user;

medium, the database containing a user profile record, the user pr¥ile record

configured to be associated with a plurality of friends’ user profiles;

user to designate a plurality of friends from the associated plurality of frien¥
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ser profiles to receive the payment request, to prompt the user for a target

ount of the payment request;

herein the network interface is further configured to notify the plurality
of frie of the payment request via the network interface, and to alert the

user wheNjthe target amount is received or exceeded from the plurality of

13. Theggocial networking apparatus of claim 12, wherein the
processor is furth®configured to prompt the user to share the user’s payment

experience.

14. A non-transNgry computer readable medium encoded with data

and instructions, that wheRyexecuted by a computer causes the computer to:

receive a payment requeMginstruction from a user via a network

interface;

prompt the user to designate aNglurality of friends to receive the payment

request;
prompt the user for a target amount §the payment request;

notify the plurality of friends of the pay t request via the network

interface; and

alert the user when the target amount is receivql or exceeded from the
plurality of friends.

15. The non-transitory computer readable medium€W claim 14, further

causing the computer to:
prompt the user to share the user’s payment experience.

16. A social networking service payment method comprising:
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notifying a user of a payment and a redemption code via the network

rface;

rompting the user for the redemption code;

user.

comprising:

18. A social networking aratus comprising:

a network interface configure notify a user of a payment and a:

redemption code;

a user database encoded on a non-tr{gsitory computer readable

medium, the database containing a user profRg record, the user profile record

configured to be associated with a plurality of fi cial accounts;

a processor, coupled to the network interfaceNgonfigured to prompt the
user for the redemption code, prompt the user for rec&ger options for the
payment from the plurality of financial accounts, and defgsiting the payment

according to the receiver options chosen by the user.
19. The social networking apparatus of claim 18, fu comprising:

prompting the user to share the user’s payment experience.
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20. A non-transitory computer readable medium encoded with data

instructions, that when executed by a computer causes the computer to:
rompt the user for the redemption code;

prgpt the user for receiver options for the payment;

user.

causing the compute®go:

prompt the user toghare the user’'s payment experience.




What is claimed is:

1. A social networking service payment method comprising:

receiving a payment instruction from a user via a network interface;

prompting, via a social network application accessing a social network,
the user to designate a friend to receive a payment based on an association of the
user with the friend in a user database of the social network;

prompting, via the social network application, the user to designate a
funding source for the payment;

prompting, via the social network application, the user for an amount of
the payment;

generating a redemption code for the payment with a processor; and

notifying the friend of the payment and the redemption code via the

network interface.

2. The social networking service payment method of claim 1, further
comprising:

prompting the user to share the user's payment experience.

3. The social networking service payment method of claim 2, further
comprising:
determining a currency conversion for the payment when the payment is

an international financial transaction.

4. A social networking apparatus comprising:

a network interface configured to receive a payment instruction from a
user of a social network;

a user database encoded on a non-transitory computer readable medium,
the database containing a user profile record, the user profile record configured to
be associated with a plurality of friends' user profiles of the social network and
configured to be associated with a plurality of funding sources; and

a processor, coupled to the network interface, configured to instruct a

social network application accessing the social network to prompt the user to
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designate a friend to receive a payment based on an association of the user’s
profile record with a profile record of the friend in the user database, prompt the
user to designate a funding source for the payment, prompt the user for an
amount of the payment, and generate a redemption code for the payment,
wherein the network interface is further configured to notify, via the

social network application, the friend of the payment and the redemption code.

5. The social networking apparatus of claim 4, wherein the processor is

further configured to prompt the user to share the user's payment experience.

6. The social networking apparatus of claim 5, wherein the processor is
further configured to determine a currency conversion for the payment when the

payment is an international financial transaction.

7. A non-transitory computer readable medium encoded with data and
instructions, that when executed by a computer causes the computer to:

receive a payment instruction from a user via a network interface;

prompt, via a social network application accessing a social network, the
user to designate a friend to receive a payment based on an association of the user
with the friend in a user database of the social network;

prompt, via the social network application, the user to designate a funding
source for the payment;

prompt, via the social network application, the user for an amount of the
payment;

generate a redemption code for the payment with a processor; and

notify the friend of the payment and the redemption code via the network

interface.

8. The non-transitory computer readable medium of claim 7, further causing
the computer to:

prompt the user to share the user's payment experience.
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9. The non-transitory computer readable medium of claim 8, further causing
the computer to:
determine a currency conversion for the payment when the payment is an

international financial transaction.

10. A social networking service payment request method comprising:

receiving a payment request instruction from a user of a social network
via a network interface;

prompting, via a social network application accessing the social network,
the user to designate a plurality of friends to receive the payment request,
wherein the plurality of friends are associated with the user in the user database
of the social network;

prompting, via the social network application, the user for an aggregate
total target amount of the payment request;

notifying the plurality of friends of the payment request via the network
interface; and

alerting the user when the aggregate total target amount is received or

exceeded from the plurality of friends.

11. The social networking service payment method of claim 10, further
comprising:

prompting the user to share the user's payment experience.

12. A social networking apparatus comprising:

a network interface configured to receive a payment request instruction
from a user;

a user database encoded on a non-transitory computer readable medium,
the database containing a user profile record, the user profile record configured to
be associated with a plurality of friends' user profiles of a social network; and

a processor, coupled to the network interface, configured to instruct a
social network application accessing the social network to prompt the user to

designate a plurality of friends from the associated plurality of friends user
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profiles to receive the payment request, to prompt the user for an aggregate total
target amount of the payment request,

wherein the network interface is further configured to notify the plurality
of friends of the payment request via the network interface, and to alert the user

when the aggregate total target amount is received or exceeded from the plurality

of friends.

13. The social networking apparatus of claim 12, wherein the processor is

further configured to prompt the user to share the user's payment experience.

14. A non-transitory computer readable medium encoded with data and
instructions, that when executed by a computer causes the computer to:

receive a payment request instruction from a user via a network interface;

prompt, via a social networking application accessing a social network,
the user to designate a plurality of friends to receive the payment request,
wherein the plurality of friends are associated with the user in the user database
of the social network;

prompt, via the social network application, the user for an aggregate total
target amount of the payment request;

notify the plurality of friends of the payment request via the network
interface; and

alert the user when the aggregate total target amount is received or

exceeded from the plurality of friends.

15.  The non-transitory computer readable medium of claim 14, further
causing the computer to:

prompt the user to share the user's payment experience.

16. A social networking service payment method comprising:

notifying a user of a social network of a payment and a redemption code
via a network interface communicatively coupled to the social network, wherein
the payment is initiated via the social network by a friend associated with the user

in a user database of the social network;
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prompting, via a social network application accessing the social network,
the user for the redemption code;

prompting, via the social network application, the user for receiver
options for the payment; and

depositing the payment according to the receiver options chosen by the

uscer.

17. The social networking service payment method of claim 16, further
comprising:

prompting the user to share the user's payment experience.

18. A social networking apparatus comprising:

a network interface configured to notify a user of a social network of a
payment and a redemption code, wherein the payment is initiated via the social
network by a friend associated with the user in a user database of the social
network;

a user database encoded on a non-transitory computer readable medium,
the database containing a user profile record, the user profile record configured to
be associated with a plurality of financial accounts; and

a processor, coupled to the network interface, configured to instruct a
social network application accessing the social network to prompt the user for the
redemption code, prompt the user for receiver options for the payment from the
plurality of financial accounts, and depositing the payment according to the

receiver options chosen by the user.

19. The social networking apparatus of claim 18, further comprising:

prompting the user to share the user's payment experience.

20. A non-transitory computer readable medium encoded with data and
instructions, that when executed by a computer causes the computer to:
notify a user of a social network of a payment and a redemption code via

a network interface communicatively coupled to the social network, wherein the

15



payment is initiated via the social network by a friend associated with the user in

a user database of the social network;

prompt, via a social network application accessing the social network, the

user for the redemption code;

prompt, via the social network application, the user for receiver options

for the payment; and

deposit the payment according to the receiver options chosen by the user.

21. The non-transitory computer readable medium of claim 20, further
causing the computer to:

prompt the user to share the user's payment experience.
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