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Fretdo—of—ttre—tmremntTon —Fre—present—frefttoir—fetat-e s—-———
reusabl e envel opes, to blanks for such envel opes, and to a method of
delivering and receiving correspondence. 5

Background Art A doubl e use envel ope, or so called "reusable

envel ope", %&JC”' arly i ntended for use by publ iﬁcﬂ 'Js'hﬁdllﬁs and
i ke organidsvétl S which dispatch an account to their cué omers with
the intention that the custoner (or addressee) return a portion of

the account together with a cheque for qayment of the account to the

utility. Prior to 10 the advent of reusable envelopes it was the custom

for utilities to enclose an enygEUSABLE ENVELOPRS addressees use in order
to make it convenient for the account to be paid by the addr essee.

An advant age of a reusabl e envel dieldiof the'inventioncan al | ow a substanti al
operati ng expense for the utility or |ike organisation to be saved.
Many such or gani sEhe presemiaipuentipn relates, to dpusable dtp dlanks, for el and

therefore the Rebd aid & a ol Sf dlilvesihy S REeiving correspondence.
' 5 Background Art |
A double use envelope, or so called "reusable envelope”, is particularly

intended for use by public utilities and like organisations which dispatch an account to
their customers with the intention that the customer (or addressee) return a portion of
the account together with a cheque for payment of the account to the utility. Prior to

10 the advent of reusable envelopes it was the custom for utilities to enclose an envelope
for the addressee's use in order to make it convenient ior the account to be paid by the
addressee.

An advantage of a reusable envelope is that it can allow a substantial operating
expense for the utility or like organisation to be saved. Many such organisations have

15 many tens of thousands of customers and therefore the supply of the return envelope
represents a not insigniﬁcint opemmg expense. ‘

~ Furthermore, there 1s an environmental advantige to the use of such reusable
envelopes since they represent a saving in paper (or like matenal used to construct the
envelope) and are thereby environmentally friendly. '

20 ' A particular problem with reusable envelopes is that the postal authority
normally encodes the front surface of the envelope with a machine readable code
representing the postal code (or zip code as the code is termed in the USA) of the initial
addressee. | |

' - Summary of the Invention

25 Accordiﬁg to the invention there is provided a reusable énvelope by means of
which an addressee at a first address can dispatch material to a second address, said
envelope comprising a front panel, a rear panci; an insertion flap and a reuse flap, said
insertion flap being adapted to close and seal a first opening in said envelope through
which the initial coments of the'cnvélope can be inserted, and said reuse flap being



represents a not insignificant operating expense.

Furthernnre there is an environnental advantage to the use of such

reusabl e - envel opes since they represent a‘saving in paper (or like
material used to construct the envel ope) and are thereby
environmental ly friendly. 20 A particular problemw th reusable
envel opes is postal authority normal | y encodepcii® ot
surface of the envelope with a machi ne readabl e code representlng t he
postal code (or zip code as the code is termed in the USA) of the initial
addr essee. Summary of the Invention 25
According to the invention there is prOV|d%d a reusabl e envel ope by neans

of Whi ¢ h adupredcid ichfse @ Gedind @FémligSin ANLERERPE, Hidieiiefldp beiil frovidkd Witha
second address, said envel ope conprising a front panel, . a rear panel,

an insertion t'eleqsalacn dlosureguesps adapted toailidw the addnessee 16 oemd\leahe lmitialg:oateatst ed

to close and seal a fjrst OE nlng i n sai d envel ope through whi ch the

initial conteff thesgnvelope b‘!P‘PWSeH“EH 0%985!&'%“‘%&@@ 3ddzassesei ng
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PCT/ AU96/ 0001 6ealmg means to allow the addressee 10 seal the second opening before dispatching the

5 envelope to the second address, wherem the reusable envelope is provided with
machine readable code obscunng means for allowmg the addressee, before dispatching
the envelope to the second address, to obscure any machine readable code which has
been placed on the envelope to indicate the ﬁrst address.

In one embodunent of the mvermon, the machme readable code obscurmg
10 means comprtses an adheswe strrp whtch is contamed in the envelope on delrvery to the
addressee, and which the addressee can use to cover the machme readable code before
drspatchmg the envelope to the second address
In a further embodlment of the mvennon, the machine readable code obscunng
~ means comprises a releasable adhesrve strtp which is adhered to the outside of the
15 envelope on dispatch of the envelope to the addressee at the first address, the adhesive
strip being adhered at a locatron on the envelope at which the machme readable code
wrll be placed SO that the addressee can remove the adhesive strip, and thus also the
machine readable code thereon before dlspatclnng the envelope to the second address.
In another embodnnent of the mvennon, the machine readable code obscurmg
20 means comprises rear address means, loca_ted on the rear panel, for indicating the
lsamndamhew. o _-: | |
The rear address means can, for example, bea transparent wmdow provrded in
the rear panel or an adhesrve address label carrying the second address and adapted to
be placed on the rear panel of the envelope
26 In the simplest case the rear address means compnses the second address
printed on the rear panel of the envelope | |
Additionally or aiternatively, the machine readable code obscuring means

comprises stamp affixment indication means for indicating to the addressee at the first



- 2- adapted to close a second opening in said envel ope, said reuse
flap being provided with rel easabl e cl osure means adapted to al |l ow
S SGee==tmo—C D V-e—HRe—+AHi-tr—eer-erts f—ttre—errretore—through——
t he second opening, and al so being provided with addressee sealing -
means to all ow the addressee to seal the second openi ng before dispatching
t he envel ope to the second address, wherein the reusable envelope is
provi ded machi ne readabl e code obscuring neans usdoe! N9 the
addresseewhﬁg?gygadlspatching t he envel ope to the seg%ﬂ% address, to
obscure any machi ne readabl e code whi ch has been pl aced on the
envel ope to indicate the first address I n one enbodi nent of
the invention, the nachine readable cod% obscuring 10 neans conprises an
adhesi Ve ShdrBssWRACH stafnp° RNodbe pliced) ofi [the fédY FQHE efvelé) Wi Yeriding! the
addressee, and which the addressee can use to-.cover the machine readable
code beforenveIOpetolthemcmidladgress:e envel ope to the second address.
In a further enbodi nent of: the |nvent|on t-he 'machj ne r.eadabl e code

ogﬁcur :jng ) b%ﬂ;ﬁﬁq that it the enxelope i pro¥ided veith: the TRy
o oo it e MifimebCinaRRiGH e hed hiy BhlinClealitfe SAXEhOP ' 0
at a 'Oeathﬁ TrdHi o ?Bﬁéﬁ%’lﬁ% ORfll BE obibired whBE tHERRRIGR: i Sy iRe sdii@see o Wi | |

be pl aced, he addressee can renove the adhesive strip, and thus

al so the the sec&mcludress becnisbite mathinetresiablercodd &filblie o the appdsita gidehof
envel ope to the second address. - I.n anot her enbodi ment of the
i nventi on, tltehenveluphluoetl'neatm is obaelcvaper: to ithey postal service in delivering the

envelope to the second address In this regard most postal services are now able to

detect whrch side of an envelope is to be treated as the "front by detecting the presence

1ol of a stamp on that stde lf the envelope is franked when it is sent to the addressee at
the first address, and hence does not carry a stamp on its front panel, and if the
addressee affixes a stamp on the rear of the envelope hefore sendmg the envelope to the

| second address, it will be apprectated that the postal service will have no difficulty is
automatreally detecting which side of the envelope is now to be regarded as the fromt

15 for the purposes of delrvermg the envelope to the second address The postal service
can then place a maclune readable code on the rear panel correspondmg to the second
| address, and any machme readable code on the front panel (oorrespondmg to the first
address) will be obscured from the machine readtng equtptnent of the postal service,
and will aocordmgly be rgnored
20 Preferably, the rear address means andlor stamp affixment indication means is
orarean'angedontherearpanelmsuchawaythattheseeondaddress. located on the
rear panel, ts upstde down i in relatton to the first address, located on the front panel.

For example, th:s can be achieved by selecting an appropriate posmon for the

transparent window or stamp affixment indication means, if these are provided, or by
28  simply printing the second address upsrde down on the rear panel of the envelope.

Thrs feature provxdes a number of advantages In some postal systems, |
machine readable codes are placed on both sides of the envelope by the postal services :
dunng dehvery of the envelope to the first address. In such cases, the machine
readable codes are normally placed along the bottom edges of the front and rear panels



20 neans gonprises rear address neans, |ocated on the rear panel, for

i ndi cating the second addr ess. . The rear address neans
can, for exanple, be a transparent w ndow provided in ~the rear panel
or an adhesive address | abel carrying the second address and adapted to

be placed on the rear panel of the envel ope. 25 In the sinplest
case the rear de{,ﬁgﬁ means conprises the second address PCTIAT98lofiio ON
t he rear panel of the envel ope. Additionally or
alternatively, the machi ne readabl e code obscuring neans conpri ses

stanp affixment indication means for indigating to the addressee at the
first WD 96/ 21598

PCT/ AU96/ 00016f the envelope. However, if the second address, on the rear panel of the eridelope, is
address that a stanp is to be-placed on the rear- of the envel ope when
sendi ng the upsidecdorai imxelation th thesfirsbaddress,donothe front panel of the envelopey it Iwille
T At e sl WhaBas 55 et ol of i et 55 % 55 e
the first address) wxll become the top edge of the. envelope on the second trip (i.e. to
s the second address), and any machine readable codes placed on the envelope during the
first trip will be disregarded by the postal services during the second trip,
notwithstanding the fact that r_nac_hine readable codes are plaeed'on both sides of the
emmkmeonbmhnmm -
A further advantage of this feature arises in the case where a machine readable

10 code is placed on only one s:de of the envelope dunng the first trip, but, for one reason
or another, the equlpment of the postal services is still able to read the machine
readable code on the second trrp even though the equlpment is reading the rear panel of
the envelope and the machine readable code is located on the front panel of the
envelope. _ This can happen ina ease where the equipment of the postal service is able

15 to "see through" certain types of paper This problem is overcome by the above feature
as a result of the fact that any machme readable codes placed along the bottom edge of
the envelope durmg the first tnp are located along the top edge of the envelope during

| the second trip, and are thus not seen by t_he eqmpment of the postal service, even if the
equipment can read through the paper of the envelope. '

20 A further advantage of this featu‘re of the invention lies in the convenience to
the addressee The addressee can simply flip the envelope over in order to read
material printed on the front and rear panels of the envelope, and said material is

. automatically in the correct ortentatlon to be read by the addressee.
In a further embodunent of the mventton. the machine readable code obscuring

26 means takes the form of a further machme readable code placed on the envelope, for

“example alongside the maehme readable code tndteatmg the first address, indicating to
code reading machinery of the postal serv_tee that the machine readable code indicating
the first address ls to be disregarded when delivering the envelope to the second
address. | . I |



means and/ or the stanp affixment indication neans, then any machi ne

readabl e code on 5 the front of the envelope mAII be obscured whenxthe +
enverope acdr-essee—to— se the
machi ne readable code will lie on the opp03|te si de of t he envel ope

to that which is of relevance to the postal service in delivering the
envel ope to the second address. In this regard, nost postal services are

now abl e t owpegmissget ect which side of an envelope is to b as the
"front" by det ectﬁg the presence 10 of a stanp -on that MQWt

envel ope is franked when it is sent to the addressee at the fi rst
address, and hence does not carry a st onits front panel, and if the
addressee affixes a stanp on the rear of the envel ope before sending the
envel ope to the Convenichlly,Ahéleitipd t-foréd fibi'a Q?&l d that the
postal service wll have no difficulty 1s automatlc 'y detecting

whi ch side of thEroanaeenyironimentaband coskeaving point ofl view, itlie aldvantigedus if fher t he
pur poses of delivering the envel ope to the second address. The. post al
service  envelopgris tahave-panglcenvelope spmprising: quixiwe pancls, pamely saidcfrontpaade!
corresponding to.the second ' address, and any nmachi ne readabl e code on
the front f)'ég Pm(l orresponding to the first address) wi |l be obscured

oo i Sol'y. be." DIsRRPOuR hisP BRI hecBha oBRRT BB o8 a5, gpa rme b L
and/ or stamﬁﬂb@mmm@mm@eﬂﬁlﬁ or are arranged on the rear
panel in such a way that t he second address, |ocated on the rear

panel , is upsi delndmother embadimentoof the invientidn, Mmmmmmmmhe
front panelmeans comprises stamp afﬁxmem mdxcatxon means located in each of a pair of opposite
.corners of the front panel, so as to mdlcate that said envelope is to be used i in a first
10  orientation when dxspatched 10 said first address and is to be used in an inverted
orientation when d:spatched to said second address

Preferably, the enve_lope is provided wnth a transparent window, so as to
enable an address within the envelope to be viewed. This allows the envelope to be
easily readdressed, s:mply by altering the contents of the envelope so that the second

15 address is visible through the transparent window.

Alternatively or additionally, an adhes:ve label elther blank or preprinted with
the second address, is provxde_d for placement over the first address or transparent
window. N |

As a further alternative, the front panel can be provided with an adhesive label

20 bearing the first address and adapted to be removed by the first addressee. It is further
preferred that said second addt'ess be provided on the front panel' 5o as 10 be exposed
upon removal of the adhesxve label. An advantage of the last mentioned embodiment is
that the second address can be prmted in the inverted onenmnon, thereby avoiding any
errors that the second addressee can otherwxse make when readdressmg the envelope.

25 An advantage of the above embodiments is that a machine readable code
~ applied during the ﬁrst use of the envelt:pe, typleally plaeed adjaeent one edge of the
envelope, is reposmoned for the second use of the envelope That is, if a machine
readable code was plaeed adjacent the bottom edge of the envelope during its first use,

then when the envelope is inverted for its second use, the machine readable code is now




For exanpl.e, this can be achieved by selecting an appropriate position for
t he | transparent wi ndow or stanp affinment indication neans, if these
‘are provided, or by 25 sinply printing the second address upside down on
the rear panel of the envel ope. This feature provides a
nunber of advantages. |In some postal systens, machi ne readabl e
codes are pl angsbepipsogot h si des of the envel ope by the postal

during delivery of the envelope to the first address. In suc cases t%e
machi ne readabl e codes are normally placed al ong the bottom edges of
the front and rear panels V\(g 96/ 21598
PCT/ AU96/ 00010 TP -4- of

the envel ope. jotiav® ¥ajacent theltbF e8HC OPHe Iatlon toe@%bet\hﬂclf%ﬁ!tﬁeewﬁledﬁ i H@w

envel ope, is upsi de down 1n re first address, on the

front panel ofre¢ lof nechiae apaabletcodes, [allowing a lieslapqxleeml hd plicédron tid afivetope t he
bot t om edge of the envel ope on the first tri (i.e. ' the first

address) wi | | withewsranytqenfusion wity existing pedesny l@;!éald@'ﬁ tllqeensrebpndo tbeinoused. e.
-Ea(rjlv el op;hguf Iecgaﬂﬂatgg :rm%%ﬁ‘)xe reagaqalea cd/de 1s g{?lceideonreen‘llxgx{jl grl voth Pac(i:gss olp t.llg cegv%lo%g the
5 According to another form of the invention, there is provided a reusable
envelope adapted for use in a first orientation duting a first use to dispatch material to e
.. first address, and being further adapted for use in an inverted orientation relative to said
first orientation when despatching material toa second address.
Preferably, said envelope is prowded with stamp afﬁxment indication means
10 located in a pair of opposite corners of one of the faces of the envelope.
In accordance with a second aspect of the present invention there is disclosed a
blank from which the above-described reusable envelope can be fabricated.
Further aspects of the invention also provide methods of delivering and
receiving correspondence using a reusable envelope as described above.
[ I Brief Description of the Drawings
_ Some examples of the prior art and preferred embodiments of the present
invention will now be described, by way o_f example only, witb reference to the
accompanying drawings, in which: |
Fig. 1 is a plan view of the rear side of a prior art double use envelope,
20 - Fig. 2 is a plan view of the front face of the envelope of l’-‘ig. 1,
Fig.3isa cross-sectional view taken along the line ITII-IH of Fig. 1,
- Figs. 4, 5 and 6 are v1ews sumlar to Flg 3 but 1llustratmg the sequence of
steps required to open and subsequently reseal the envelope of Fig. 1,
Fig. 7 is a view similar to F_lg.l 1 but illustrating a reusable envelope of a
25  preferred embodiment, o |
Fig. 8 is a view s1m1!ar to an 2 but 1llustratmg the reusable envelope of
Fig. 7,

Fig. 9 is a cross-sectional view along the line IX-IX of Fig. 7,



first trip will be disregarded by t'he postal services during the second
trip, notw t hst andi ng the fact that nachi ne readabl e codes are *pl aced

on both sides of the ENvVetope o botiTtrrs: et -her
advantage of this feature arises in the case where a nmachine readable 10
code is placed on only one side of the envel ope during the first trip, but,

for one reason or another, the equipnent of the postal services is
still abl e wooRisgt he nmachi ne readabl e code on the pegp joP even
t hough the equi pment is reading the rear panel of t he envel ope and

t he machi ne readabl e code is |ocated on the front panel of the
envel ope. This can happen In a case where t he equi pnment of the postal
service is able 15 to "see through" certain types of paper. This problem

i's overcone by tHig. ERRVEviewadfUhe right handfeﬂg@of the tkdr offthé BfvelapeloftFigt 7 any
machi ne readabl e codes pl aced:al ong the bottom edge of t he envel ope

during t heillastrating thowshe:envelope ist opéned bynan addeessesp edge of the envel ope during
the second trip, .and are t hus, not. seen by-the: equi pnent of the postal

service, even ifFignbl 1s a viewof thrxight band ¢ndof the reas g theenvslape of gt he
e, o Tt b e e Buh it Gkl YAk Bt 225%222&” The addr essee
can, SLplY, {117 FSLEW 3| AHP VRSP 1 A ron? RICle cpvlapd B 24424 7 1t o0
aut ormat i caabpicatet;t he correct orientation to be read by the addressee.
Fig. 13 is a view sumlar to Fig. 8 but illustrating a method of avoiding
conﬁmmnxbm»umntwotnmﬂnmeumdﬂﬂeomnsvﬂwnanewwmqmnsnuued
Fig. l4isa plan view of an envelope blank of a further preferred embodiment;
10 Fig. 15is a plan view of the front face of an alternative reusable envelope; and
Fig. 16is a plan vxew ot' the rear face of the envelope of Fig. 15.
_ 'Banand(Mtwrhaoduskwlhxﬁnnﬁngthelhwemuon
Asseeanlgs ltoGthepnorartenvelopelhasafromfaeeZwithtwo
window apertures 3, 4. The rear face 5 of the envelope is extended so as to provide an
15 interior flap 6 1llustrated in cross-secuon in an 3, The front face 2 of the envelope 1
lsemmmkdauemmtmdsoasnapnwwhtwoemdﬂqm‘7!iwhmhanzpmnmnuMy
sealed to the rear face 5 mordersealtl':eendsoftheenvelope 1.
Finally, the front face 2 of the envelope 1 is extended to form a main flap 9
which is separated from the front face 2 by means of a line of perforations 10.
20 In the condition in which the eavelope 1 is defivered to the initial user from the
envelopemanufacturer themamﬂap91sopenbuttheendﬁaps7 '8 are sealed to the
rear face 5. 'ﬂmimmmxfhpﬁ1sﬂmkﬂ1mmmﬂyupmxmwﬁasnﬂumwdulFm 3.
The initial user of the envelope inserts the material he wishes to send to the addressee
into the envelope and then seals the main flap 9 in conventional fashion. ,
2% Asmdxcatedeng 3theaddresseehﬁsnpthemamﬂap9mthed1recuon
indicated by arrow A in Flg 3. Then the flap 9 is detached from the envelope 1 by
rupturing the lme of perforanons 10 as indicated by arrow B in Fig. 4. This procedure
allows not only the contents of the envelope 1t be accessed and removed, but also



In a:further enbodi ment of the invention, the nmachine readabl e code
obscuring 25 nmeans takes the formof a further machi re—+eadabl e code
placed on the envelope, for =~ °~ '~ exanple alongside the nmachi ne readabl e
code indicating the first address, indicating to code reading

machi nery of the postal service that the machi ne readabl e code indicating
the first addrwosesiseg 0 be di sregarded when delivering the eqﬁﬁhﬂﬂﬁmhﬁothe

second address. . WO 96/ 21 598

PCT/ AU96/ 00010 ' - 5-
Conveniently, the envelope is forned fromil si ngl e sheet of paper.

From an environnental and cost-saving point of view, it is advantageous if
t he env ehabies the imetiovoflgnéab bereaeilpnﬂdeﬂo&n{vhﬂllylgo @8ty For aPRRE "fain
nanely said front and rear panels. 5 Preferably, the

first and secﬂﬂm" opem ngs, and the insertion and reuse fl aps

As a consequence, the addressee is then able to insert the material which is

intended to be matled to another address (normally the address of the initial sender).

5§ Once tlns matertal is inserted into the envelope 1 the flap 6 is folded outwardly and

downwardly as indicated by arrow Cin th 5. I-‘tnally the flap 6 is adhered to the

| front face 2 of the envelope.

In one variation of the prior art envelope, the name and address to which the

envelope is to be sent in its second use are printed on the outsrd_e of the interior flap 6

1o and thus is effectively" located at the front of the envelope in the configuration
illustrated in Fig. 6. An important feature of the interior flap 6 is that it covers any
marks which .h_ave been appliedl to the front face of the envelope by the postal

~authorities and, in particular, a’ny“pos'tal code or zip code marking which is able to be
read by automatic machinery. | |

16 If desired the lower left hand corner of the front flap 6 which would normally
overlie the lower aperture 4 can be removed %0 as to enable the window aperture 4 to
still reveal the interior contents of the envelope. In this way, the material to be sent to .
the second address canbe so arranged' 50 .as to show the second atldress through the
window aperture 4. _ _' | . | |

20 The above deseribe;l priot' art is re}atively complex to manufacture and suffers
from the disadvantage thatthe cost of fabrication of the envelope is only npproximately
20% less than the .eost of providing two e_imple conventional envelopes; Furthermore,
the operating instructions are relatively .complex and therefore not all addressees are
able to easily utilise the double use envelope.

25 Turning now to ths 7 to 9,a reusable envelope of a preferred embodiment
will be described. The reusable envelope 21 allows an addressee at a first address to
remove the contents of the envelope 21, insert new contents, and then send the
envelope 21 to a second address. As seen in Fig. 7, the envelope 21 has a front face 22
and a rear face 25. 'l'he front face 22 is conveniently ptovided with a winclow aperture



extend al ong two adj acent edges of the-envel ope. I n anot her

enbodi nent of the invention, the machl ne readabl e code obscuring »
neans Conprises stanp af fixment— T o e TR
of opposite corners of the front panel, so as to indicate that sai d
envelope is to be used in a first 10 orientation when dispatched to said
first address and is to be used in an inverted orientation when

di spat ched o dahsdgsecond address. Preferab D&'ﬁ“ vel ope
is provided with a transparent wi ndow, so as to enabl & AN 20 ess

within the envel ope to be viewed. This allows the envel ope to be
easily readdressed, sinply by altering t9he contents of the envel ope so that
the second 15 address is visible through the transparent w ndow.

Al ter nat'i vedd/foprdispligtirigi the fist iddress. Al seeh i Figd [7othe 165 hdi@renll o e Givelope

preprinted with the second address, is provided for pl acerrent over
the first a2idflecking from slmfmntmfttbe envelopm 24} dsvprovided with an end flap 27,fthe t her
alternative, the front can be provided with an adhesive |abel 20
bearing t heﬁ"F‘?Wts“gﬁFr‘éfD?ﬂ‘ﬁhdF PIEBEEY sealpd to bronedonuriae of thestear,Bh¢ essee.
I{ is furthfsV preferred that said second address be provided on the
front panel™so as to be exposed upon renoval of t he adhesive |abel. An

advantage of the A@ﬁmmﬁnﬁﬂgﬂé“en ke "TRE fronf face bFasSRRBHaaddr ess

can be printed in the Inver t1.on, ere y av0| I ng any
errors thata mmmmdwmmmmeatpbﬁﬁm Hlastraédin/Fig 17, rcovéle nisuppes t he

envel ope. 25 An advant age of the above enbodinents is that a
machi ne rexfghl23 gf)gsrearfacezs In Fig. 7 the upper edge 23 of the rear face 25 is
ﬂlustrated in phantom.
As also seen in Fxg 7, the right hand end of the envelope 21 is provided with
10 an end flap 28. Also :llustrated in phantom in Fxg 7is the periphery of the end flap
a 28. Asmdlcatedexg 7meextenorsurfaceoftheendﬂap28|sprov1dedwnha
strip, or a series of spots, of releasable adheswe 30 which is located on the exterior
surface of the end flap 28 and releasably adheres same o the interior surface of the rear
face 25 which is provxded with a cut-away proﬁle 31i in thls vxcmxty
15 Asa consequence to the above-described nrrangemcm the envelope 21 of the
preferred embodiment is delivered by the envelope manufacturer to the first user with
the main flap 29 unsealed but with the end fiaps 27 and 28 both sealed to the imerior
surface of the rear face 25. Only the end flap 28 is releasibly sealed, however. Asa
consequence, the interior contents of the envelope 21 are able to be inserted using
20 conventional ﬁnsemon machinery into the envelope.21 through the opening provided
between the main flap 29 and the upper edge23 oftherearfaerS Thenthemamﬂap
29 is pennanemly sealed in conventional fashlon This is the posmon illustrated in
Fig. 9. | :
The procedure by which the addressee at the first address opens the envelope
25 | of Figs. 7and 8 is illustra_ted in Fig.. 10. The add'ressee inserts his left index finger 35
into the slit formed between the rear face 25 and end flap 28 50 as 10 break the hold of
the releasable adhesive 30. As a consequence, the end flap 28 is able to be folded out
of the interior of the envelope and the initial conients of the enveiope thereby removed.




appILed dyring the first use of the envel ope, typiCaIIy pl aced adj acent one

edge of the - envelope, is repositioned for the second use of the
envel ope. That is, if a machine readabl e code was pl aced adjacent the
bott om edge of the envel ope during its first use, t hen when the

envelope is inverted for its second use, the ITB.ChI ne readabl e code is now
WO 96/ 21598 WO 96121898 -
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| ocat ed adj acent the top edge. The new bottom edge, which was the top edge,
IS now free of machine readable codegg.allowing a fresh code to be

pl aced on the envel ope w t hout any confusion with existing codes.

Thi s enabl es the enVHieosaftet the addresses dsiable to msmhdtef&talthntemohthwenvebpabye |
code is placed on either -or both faces of the envel ope.

According to ameansef the ppening meqmnnd &ap 28rand ¢he mpuﬁwlﬁe@nd then scalbthe

| dapt ed at d f t
i 'spat o s or Gelop by Theank'of o s6F b A 8  RepeiabinJine by it HE msipos
use in an invegdooeg rghﬁm@@tg rll'f) At ¥SodataS&i Bl interior surface of the end flap 28.

5 In this condtuon the envelope 21 is then ready to be sent by the addressee to the second
address. _ |

Fig. 12 shows the blank from whtchthe envelope 21 1s fabricated. The blank
is tllustrated in plan view, wtth the interior surface of the envelope 21 being illustrated.

Most postal services apply machtne readable codes to envelopes to indicate the

10 postal district or postcode of _the addressee. In that case, when the envelope 21 arrives
at the addressee at the ﬁ:st address, there will be a machine readable code 40 positioned
thereon which indicates the postoode of the first address, as shown in Fig. 8. It will be
appreetated that the presence of the machine readable code 40 could cause confusion
when the envelope 21 is reused as described above, and sent to the second address.

15 Several different ways of avoiding= such-confusion will be described in relation to the
preferred embodnnents descnbed below.

As shown in ths 7 and 12 the envelope 21 can be provided with a second
transparent window 50 in the rear face 25._ When the envelope is sent by the addressee
to the second address, the addressee ensures that the second address is visible through

20  the second window 50, and that the window aperture 24 on the front face 22 is left
blank. If the second window 50 is not provnded the addressee at the first address can
write the second address on the rear face 25, or apply an adhestve address label. In an
alternative embodtment the second address can be pre-printed on the rear face 25.

In addition, a stamp afﬁxment box 52 is prmted on the outside surface of the

25 main flap 29 in order to direct the addressee at the first address to affix a stamp on the
rear of the envelope 21 befo_re se_ndmg the envelope 21 to the second address. Postal
services are now generally equipped with equipment which can detect which side of an
envelope carries a stamp, and wrn the envelope over if necessary before applying or

reading a machine readable code When the envelope 21 is sent to the second address



first orientation when despatching material to a second address.

Preferably, said envel ope S pI’OVI ded with st anp affixnment indication neans

I0 Tocareq rma parr—of—oppost+-te—cormers—ot—ore—aft—t-e—aces—of—the
envel ope. In accordance with a second aspect of the present
i nvention there is disclosed a bl ank from whi ch the above-descri bed

reusabl e

envel ope can be fabri cat ed.

i nvention ay@osikevi de met hods of delivering and re )ﬂd%gmom
correspondence using a reusabl e envel ope as descri bed above.

"Brief Description of the Draw ngs

Further aspects of the

Some exanpl es of the prior

art and preferred enbodi nents of the pypgsent I nvention will now be

descri bed, by way of exanple only, with reference to the acconpanyi ng

draw ngs,

of a prior art double use envel ope, 20 Fig. 2 is. a plan view of

the pusiallservice will treat the reaf-ifgce 25 ias the ph@m"voﬁmeOémieprer Qfd

the front &cgordingly thsemmhmmbbfcoﬂego at the frontface22wﬂlbeisn9red%y$1w

Cross- sect i on

Figs. 4,
of
Fig. 1,

e W&W@M%e&ﬁ%gﬂ@ﬁ% Wl 25 it Sl o B

a reusapl ehepbimfHeRAnRéd emnaﬁ machinfredaBie 8 indRMive of the first address.

10

15

20

25

~ As an alternative to the second window 50 and the stamp affixment box 52, the
envelope 21 can be provided wi't”l':'an edhesive strip 54 wluch can be placed over the
:machme readable code 40 by the addressee before sendrng the envelope 21 to the
second address Alternatlvely, the adhesrve stnp 54 can be plaeed on the front face 22
of the envelope 21 before the envelope 21 is dlspatched to the first address In that
case, _the adhesive strip 54 must be posmoned on me front face 22 at the position at
whrch the machme readable code 40 will be apphed by the postal service. The
addressee at the first address can then snnply peel off the adhesive stnp 54 before the
envelope is sent to the seeond address.
A further way of avoldmg conﬂxsron between the rnachme readable codes
indicating the first and second addresses is illustrated in Fxg 13. When the envelope

21 1sreusedandsenttoﬂ1esecondaddress,thepostalservrceapplresaﬁlrthernmchme

readable code 42 which i is convemently posmoned alongsrde the first eode 40 and which
mdrcatestothecodereadmgmachmeryoftheposmlservxcethatthecodemrs to be
disregarded. The postal service also applies a machme readable code 41 indicative of
the second ad_dres_s. and the code 41 is able to be read without confusion with the code

In the cases of use of_me adhesive strip 54 or machine readable code 42, it will

~ be appreciated that the envelope 21 need not beprovided with the second window 50.

Rather the addressee at the first address simply ensures that the second address is
visible through the wmdow aperture 24 in the front face 22 before sending the envelope
to the second address

The foregomg arrangement has a number of significant advantages. In
particular, the amount of paper used to create the envelope is substantially the same as

si de

oS Sy bt g ot

of
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e




Fi'g. Bis,aviewsimlar to Fig. 2 but illustrating the reusable envel ope

of Fig. 7, F| g. 9 is a cross-sectional view along the
li.ne I X-1 X of Fig. 7, S WD 96/ 21598
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Fig. 10 is a view of the ri ght hand edge of the rear of the envel ope of
Fig. 7 | I WweStsbd N0 how the envel ope is opened by an addk_e?w
Fig. 11 is a view of the right hand end of the rear of the enve opeo Fig
7 illustrating how the envel ope is reseal ed by the addressee,

Fig. 12 is a plan view of the blank fromwhch the envel ope of Fig; 7 IS
fabri cat ed; Fig. 13 is aviewsimlar to Fig. 8 but
illustrating athaetsedcoafeae sicdivegtional envelapef usﬁmmmmmemm ableco be
readabl e codes when an envel ope is reused; Fig. 14 is a plan

view of an envesusgdewishows modificatiqn torthe:maj) sestem.r Eurthermors, rlfﬂth the above-described

PO 15 S 2 P i hichSr bleoPlsal Moty S mithbs RS L850 Sing e

-reading ‘equipment, a-second -machine -readable code 42 is able to be produced on the
5 envelope so as to correetly indjcate the second address to which the envelope is
intended to be sent. |

Figure 14 shows an envelope blank 60 of a further embodiment. The envelope
blank 60 comprises front and rear panels 62 and 64 respectively, and i is provided with
an insertion flap 66 and a reuse flap 68. A transparent window 70 is prov:ded in the

10  front panel 62, through which the ﬁrst address can be displayed. A stamp or postage
paid stamp 72 is placed in th_e_ top righlt' corner of the front panel 62.

On the rear panel 64, t_here is printed the second address 74, together with
instructions 76 and a stamp affixment lndle'atlon box 78. By way of additional
explanation of .the instructions 76, it will be noted 't:hat the instructions 76 refer to "the

15 shaded area which is the poruon of a shaded area 80 of the reuse flap 68 which is -
visible when the envelope blank 60 is folded to form an envelope. The instructions also
| refer to "the white arrow", whxch_ is labelled as 82 in Figure 14.

It will be observed that all.of the printed matter on the rear panel 64, namely

the second address 74, instructions 76 and:stamp box 78, is arranged so that it is upside

20 down relative to the ixtfonnation on the ﬁbm panel 62, namely the first address in the

window 70, the postage stamp 72 a_nd some furthe'r instructions 84, when the envelope

is formed by folding along fottr fold hnes 86. This provides a number of advantages,

as discussed above; partieularly when the envelope is used in postal systems which

place a machine readable code on both srdes of the envelope or which use postal

26 equipment which can, under certam c1rcumstances. read machine readable codes
through the paper of the envelope

~ Figures 15 and 16 show a further embodiment of a reusable ‘envelope 90,

- which has a front face 91, a rear face 92 a main ﬂap 93 and two end flaps 94,95. The

front face 91 is preferably prov1ded thh a transparent window 96. In use, the



Fig. 16 is a plan view of the rear face of the envel ope of Fig. 15.
Best and Ot her Moddes for Perform ng the Invention As seen i'n

Frgs. L[ 1O © tne prior—art—envetrope—t—ias—a—front—feaee—2—tii-h—i-o
wi ndow apertures 3, 4. The rear face 5 of the envelope is extended so as to

provide an 15 interior flap 6 illustrated in cross-section in Fig. 3. The
front face 2 -of the envelope 1 - I s extended at each end so as to

provi de tWoygeghish@Ps 7, 8 which are permanently seal ﬁi{gﬂﬁ rear
face 5 in order seal the ends of the envel ope 1. Rk rnal ly,

the front face 2 of the envelope 1 is extended to forma main flap 9
which is separated fromthe front face43.by means of a line of perforations

10. 20 In the condition in which the envelope 1 is delivered to
t he initi alenvelape QOsnsupphedto the frshskn mith tlmmaimﬂamsamnsealed end flap|%p 9 is
open but the end flaps-7, are sealed to the rear face 5. The

interior f P&‘B‘"@‘P‘&Y peedeto lhﬁvmftllmﬁfoﬁf reas fage 92, andcendaflent 95 rrelepggblys.
{he addr 'e‘;"geieﬂo k05 R A0Be bR Bl ook PBbSHL B e o7 S B
conventi on mal nh?%% %ﬁ??"t"ﬁé’f envé}gpégtpll ﬂhfﬂsgl Cg%ég. 3 the addressee

li.fts up t I rection ed by arrow A in

Fig. 3. sThen t heThé aivefope YOGS s 1y thic irst se ireihe Shiab enahntyas the envdlwét uring

the line of perforations 10 as indicated by arrow B in Fig. 4. Thi
procedur e 21 descritied ovith reieremeltp I‘lbs 'bmni%nwnhahe ndrh'essmfethe;ﬁ'sﬂaddoesm

accessed a%emé evrth?l\a/lg%uouﬂg the transparent wmdow 96 Dunng the first use, the address of
the first addressee is onented such that the postage paxd mark 97 is located in the top
right corner of the envelope 90 The first addressee opens the envelope 90 i in the same

10  manner as that prevnously desenbed usmg the releasably scaled end flap 95.

When the envelope 90 is bemg reused the first addressee is able to insert the
final contents of the envelope 90 by means of the openmg between the end flap and the
rear face 92, and then seal the opemng The contents of the envelope are arranged so

~ that the address of the second addressee is visible through the transparent window 96
15 | and is inverted compared to the address of the first addressee durmg the first use.
When the envelope 90 1s oriented such that the address of the second addressee is
upright, the stamp affunnem box which was m the bottom left corner 90 is located in

the top right corner of the inverted envelope 90
| The machine readable codes applied by postal services to envelopes are
20 typically located at a predetermmed pos"ition'on the envelope. such as a fixed distance
from the lower edge of the envelope  The location of the machine readable code can of
course vary between postal services and can even be apphed to both faces of the
envelope. Dunng the first use of the envelope the machine readable code will be
applied to either or both sides of the envelope in a predetermmed position, such as a
25 fixed distance from the lower edge. When the envelope is used a second time, the
“envelope is inverted and so that region of the enVelope to which a machine readable
code is normally _epplied wxll be blank. The tnachine readable code previously applied
will be loea_ted at a dxfferent location, and so will not cause confusion when the

envelope is reused.
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enables the interior flap 6 to be easily fol déd outwardly so as to forma
new "main flap". As a consequence, the addressee is
then able to insert the material which is intended to be nailed to

anot her addre%mggal ly the address of the initial sender) perAusti$uid hi S
material is inserted into the envelope 1 the flap. 6 is fol ded outwardly and

downwardly as indicated by arrow Cin Fig. 5 Finally the flap 6 is adhered
to the front face 2 of the envel opeys.- I n one variation
of the prior art envel ope, the nane and address to which the envel ope
is to be sent in itFEhisembodimese ofithe pnvelnpechasrsevéral admastages. ofThehamoum afi or
flap 6 10 and thus is effectively located at the front of the envelope in
the confi gur aPapeh used to creqte this cpyelops is supgiantially the sameoas that of a gogyentignal; e

e o Rl L BB e D, e B e
particular, anYxs&Qv_?ﬁﬁ&ut afy ﬂm@fﬁcﬁﬂiﬁl_'ﬁQﬁ? posHdl sy $16m M Hutiernfor@ Oihe effBrtiequired
5 on the part of the first addtréss_ee. to reuse the envelope is minimal. The first addressee
need o_hljr ensure the coniéhts of the env_elopé afc inserted tﬁe 'corréct way ﬁp, ie. so
that the étamp affixment box i in the topnght hand corner of the envelope, and apply a
lstamp to the staﬁlp afﬁxrﬁent bo_x. There is no need for the first addressee to épply or
remove any adhesive strips. | ' | |
10 The foregoing describes onl& .somé embodiments of the present invention and
modiﬂcations. obviou§ to those skill_e& in the art, czin_ be made ih:reto without departing

from the scope of the present invention.



automati c ITB.ChI nery. 15 | f desi red the | ower left hand

cor mn ml"! m ’ lap 6 which would normally overlie the |ower
a'ﬁer . _

Nnmuuvy (J.IJCI L UI U“P‘T‘U

still reveal the interior contents of the envel ope. In this way, the
material to be sent to the second : ss can be so arranged so as to
show t he second address thr ot ng\ aperture 4. 20

The above q@gogrsiggd prior ar‘ 4 lex to ma ' @nd
suffers fromthe disad ge-t hat—fhe=wost of fabrlcatlon of the
envel ope is only approxi mat el® 20% | ess than the cost of providing
two sinple conventional envel opes. Furtfernore, t he operating
instructions are relatively conplex and therefore not all addressees are
able to eaxCLAIMS: | i se the doubl e use envel ope. 25 Tur ni ng now
to Figs. 7 to 9, a reusable envel ope of a preferred enbodi ment wi ||

e described. Thd. r eusAiyeusable\eavelppe tyimeans ofiavhich ancddressee @t afirst address
cont ents, 4B desmﬁg”%»ﬁhe s ol sivelpe oGwRing LEBRLRSE. A scen
1I'Eelz:‘ ?ent7 f'gg}%\/l S convem g%?yfr%'?%t/f}ahggﬂ onﬂa g\}gmrt%%& >
s and seal a first opemng in said envelope through whtch the initial contents of the
envelope'can be mserted and said reuse ﬂep being adap@ to 'close a second opening in
said envelope, saxd reuse ﬂap bemg prov:ded w1th releasable closure means adapted to
allow the addressee to remove the initial contents of the envelope through the second
opening, and also bemg prowded w1th addressee sealmg means to allow the addressee

10 to seal the second opemng before d:spatchmg the enveIOpe to the second address,
wherein the reusable enveIOpe is prov:ded w:th machme readable code obscunng means
for allowing the addressee, before dnspatehmg the envelope to the seeond address, to
opseure any machine readable code which has been placed on the envelope to indicate
the first address.

16 2. An envelope as claimed in claim 1 wherein the machine readable code
obscuring means comprises an adhesive strip which is contained in the envelope on
delivery to the addressee, and which the addressee can use to cover the machine
nmdﬂdecmhlmﬁnedhwmmhgtm:mwdqwnbﬂwsammiaMnse

3. An envelope as claimed in claim 1 wherein, the machine readable

20 code obscuring means comprises a releasable adhesive strip which is adhered to the
outside of the envelope on dispatch of the envelope to the addressee at the first address,
the adhesive strip being adhered at a location on the envelope at which the machine
readable code will be placed, so that the addressee can remove the adhesive strip, and
thus also the machine readable code thereon, before dispatching the envelope to the

25  second address.

4, An envelope as claimed in claim 1 wherein, the machine readable
code obscuring means comprises rear address means, located on the rear panel, for

indicating the second address.

- This Sheet Has Been Reilaced
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WO 96/ 21598
PCT/ A&F’IEW&'"I“MMIUI 24 for displaying the first address. As seen in
Fi.g. 7 of "t he envelope' : ' (1 ooking fromthe front

of the envefope Sis *provi ded Tt o sfél?EN 7, the exterior
surface of which |s permanently SEHP 0, interior surface of the rear
face 2'wo s6/1598 Asilwi: = envel ope,p, 95/000/16
face 22 is extended so as to providessi;, wod- mai n flap 29 whi ch en I n the
fol ded position illustrated in Fig. 7, covers 1t he upper edge 23 of
the rear face 25. In Fig. 7 the upper edgqg23 of the rear face 25 is
Illustrated in phantom As also seen in Fig. 7, the right
hand end of the env8l ope Anetmelqmeoaq cleithedi inlcldith 4 avhereinl the mr:hﬂdrﬁé feans
|IIustrated|nﬁgﬂantom| Fi is the periphery of the end flap 28.
As indicated FPMPIS one; pfea veindav, peovided; inethe rgarn PBHPLZQT ,ag adhesiyaded
wth a | S ve 30

is |ocated on {"Iil"g& la?%rcglgﬁﬁﬁ the” se&éxtﬁ Eeésﬁéﬁlgkgﬁﬁgf ng?ﬁ“g o‘?’é? V\tﬁgl y
adheres sanme i@ évelop@lt eri or surface of the rear face 25 which is
provided with a cut-away profile 31 in this vicinity. 15 As a

consequence to the @bove- .dnsenveldqedamlamgdﬂmm 4 hﬁheﬁih{&h@ﬁ&r%dﬂi‘ss nitans
comprises the second address prmted on the rear panel of the envelope

7. An envelope as claimed in any one of the preeedmg claims wherein,

.~ the machine readable code obscuring means comprises stamp affixment indication

means for indicating to the addressee at the first address that a stamp is to be placed on

10 the rear of the envelope when s-dmg the envelope to the second address.

8. An envelope as clauned in claim 7 wherein, the stamp affixment

. indication means is arrenged on the rear panel in such a way that the second address,

located on the rear penel. is upside down in relation to the 'ﬁrst address, located on the
front panel. | -

16 9. An envelope as clanned in any one of claims 4 to 6 wherein, the rear
address means is arranged on the rear panel in such a way that the second address,
located on the rear panel, is upsxde down in relation to the first address, located on the
front panel. |

. 10.  An em?elope as claimed in claim 1 wherein, the machine readable

20 code obscuring means takes the form of a further 'mechine readable code placed on the

envelope. | ) '

| 11.  An envelope as claimed in claim 10 wherein the machine readable

code obscuring means is placed alongside the maclline readable code indicating the first
| address, indicating to code reading' inachinery of the postal service that the machine

25 readable code indicating the first address is to be disregarded when delivering the
envelope to the second address. | '

12. An envelope as claimed in any one of the preceding claims wherein,

the envelope is formed from a single sheet of paper.
o ' * This Sheet Has Been Reﬁac
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preferred enbodi nent 1's delivered by the envel ope ITB.anllf"?ghte to the f| rst
user MUM’ "m"mmml n flap 29 unseal ed but wth the

erior STrocer-ot—tire—rear . f
flap 28 i's rel Bashbly seal ed however. As g .. conse er| or
contents of the envel ope 21" ar e_able=Fe-Tia, \nsert ed u5|ng 20 conventlonal

I nsertion machinery into r-- . FPAD npugh the opening provi ded

bet ween t hwowgiiseg! ap 29 &n pACF ge=>3 of the rea Ssodgz0 Then
the main flap Iesh 29 is o\: 7564l ed in conventi ona '?gshi on. This
Is the position illustratedain Fig. 9. The procedure by
whi ch the addressee at the first addr.ggs opens the envel ope 25 of Figs. 7
and 8 is illustrated in Fig. 10. The addressee inserts his |left index
finger 35 13.nt 0 Amenvelope dsmlaimed fireanycome ofthe preceding chaimb whetkignd f | ap
28 so as to break fhe hol d of ~ the, rel easabl e adhesive 30.- As a

consequenti® eB¥ElaPG.is & to-panelenvelops gomprising Onjy Iwo-panels namely said froptandi nt er i or

of the en nd the initial contents of the envel ope thereby renoved.
WD 96/ 2155%”’9&lé :
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envel ope e first and second openmgs and the msemon and reuse ﬂaps extend along two
adjacent edges of the envelope

15. An envelope as claimed in claim 1 wherem, the machine readable
code obscuring means compnses stamp affixment mdxcauon means located in each of a
pair of opp'oslne comers of the front panel, so as to indicate that said envelope is to be

10 used in a first orientation when dispatched to said first address and is to be used in an
inverted orientation when dlspatched to said second adidre's's.'

16. An envelope as clairned m any one of the preceding claims wherein,
the envelope is provided with a transparent window, so as to enable an address within
the envelope to be vnewed

15 17. An envelope as clmmed in any one of the preceding claims wherein,
an adhesive label, either hlank or preprmted with the second address, is provided for
placement over the first address o transparent window. '

18. An env__elop_eas claimed in any one of the preceding claims wherein,
the front panel is provided with an adhesive label bearing the first address and adapted

20 to be removed by the first addressee |

19. A resuable envelope adapted for use in a first orientation during a first
use to dxspatch matenal to a first address, and being further adapted for use in an
inverted orientation relevant to said first orientation when dispatching material to a
second address. | | '

25 20. An envelope as claimed in claim 19 ‘wherein, said enveiope is
provided with stamp affixment mdlcauon means located in a pair of opposite corners of
one of the faces of the envelope

21. A blanlc from which a reusable envelope as claimed in any one of the

preceding claims can be?fabricated.
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Mei St Ure

m 38 (Fi.g I aggf,€ :‘gn
the interior surface of |t e {5 In thi's condi he env goﬁe
21 is then ready to be < deebshee t0.the second: - —— 3
Fig. 12 showswigygnaiNegnk from V\/m ch the,gan el’ ope- 21 1§ fapri cpmmmmbl lanik
is illustrated in plan A Treri-or-surface of tHe enver ope” 21
being il lustrated. ggog_Aqh services apply machine =
readabl e codesprge qﬁg@if Eﬂyoﬂ?e's 1hterh 'oﬁﬁ Bubdd onl®9 WAGSI6 (HOS08J96); OF
postcode of thgriR@RUICERARs 1-21 replacedsty anéraed (d1aimnueisoRe pagesh]r i ves
at the addressee at the first address, there will be a nmachine readable
code 40 positioned, Ame-pamhwdsahihenvdhpeahyemeadsmfpdnﬂnmiaddrbsmat airst
address, as shown in Fig. 8. It will be appreci ated that .the presence

of the nachi fitst addresstan chsna@hzmtwht@l a@m@ address, saidrenvelope coraprising.only

envel ope 21 is reu ed as,_de crlbe ove S Q. the second addr ess.
15 Several HYe Pae ?md\?ﬁ‘fd‘l"ﬁ C&om“g Bd in

a5 chown Fn ﬁﬁémvﬁ“ﬁ%r‘%& it envef“gﬁ?ﬁ’? ‘“ﬁlﬁ‘%?‘%ﬁovﬁ*&“’%ﬂwﬂ B ond

transparent yhadaw imtal conteRf dfahé ehviicpe Have BbdNinidiRd cMdetaid Pensé mprmnhy the

addr essee ~ to the second address, the addressee ensures that the second
address is Vaddpeddetd laliow gthe aﬂﬂressehetoselomdndmsenlcmcsenvema aftext openingwthed ow

aperture 24 %]veaor;)% ;t:dog;foz'ea%?spaztgmlngs tLee feEnn:lope to the second address, wherein the
reusable envelope is provided with machine readable code obscurmg means for
10 allowing the addressee, before dispatching the envelope to the second address, to
| obscure any machine reedable code which has been placed on the envelope to indicate
the fxrst address, and wherein said machine readable code obscuring means comprises
rear address means, located on the rear pat;el, for indicating the second address, the
rear address means being arranged on the rear panel in such a way that the second
15 address, located on the rear panel, is upside down in relation to the first address,
locawd on the front panel
_ 2.  An envelope as clalmed in claim 1, wherein the machine readable
code ObSCl_:l.l'ing. means further comprises an adhesive strip which is contained in the
et:velope on delivery to the address, and which the addressee can use to cover the
20  machine readable code before dispatching the envelope to the second address.

3, An envelope as claimed in claim 1 wherein, the machine readable
code obscuring means further comprises a releasable adhesive strip which is adhered to
the outside of the envelope on dispatch of the envelope to the addressee and the first
_address; the adhesive strip being adhered at a location on the envelope at which the

25 machine readable code will be placed, 50 that the addressee can remove the adhesive
strip, and thus aiso the machine readable code thereon, before dispatching the envelope
to the second address. _

4, An en\telope as claimed in any preceding claim, wherein the rear

address means comprises one of a transparent window provided in the rear panel, or an

AMENDED SHEET (ARTICLE 1)
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an be- pre- [ i Nt edmei-th ear face 25"

o tslde surface of the

‘e, the second address on the rear
; ‘ Htﬂﬂﬂrtﬁm ﬁr

yan

tion,

mai njflap 29 kn..ordgr jto rectnEth res p at the first address to af fix
a st pnp ON wiibsn ' rlear "of—HE—8t 21l bef or e -sendi %?Pﬁiﬁﬂ’ & ope 21
to the second adﬁ”ess Post al s‘grvr ces are now generalTy equl pped

wi t h equi pment which can detect -whi ch'Site of an envel ope carries a

can thgrefore bg pl awmsum ﬁ.cswzaewtﬂew&mw&ws

‘the machme reudable code obscurmg means further comprises stamp affixment

10

15

20

26

mdlcanonmeansformdmatmgmtheaddmssattheﬁtstaddressdmasnmplsmbe
placedontherearoftheenvelopewhensendmgmeenvelopetothesecondaddress the
stampafﬁxmentmdlcauonmeansbemgarrangedonthetenrpanelmsuchawaythat
the second address, located on the rear panel, is ups:de down in relation to the first
address, located on the front panel. | | |

7.  An envelol:)e as clalmed in claim 1, wherein the machine readable
codeobscuﬁngmeammrthercpmpﬁseseﬁnm“machhwreadablecodepheedonme
envelope.. '. '

8.  An envelope as claimed in claim 7, wherein the machine readable
code obscuring means is placed alongside the machine readable code mdu:atmg the first
address,mdncadngmcodereadmgmachneryoftheposmlsemcethatmemchm
readable code indicating the first address is to be disregarded when delivering the
envelope to the second address. |

9. An envelope as claimed in any one of the preceding claims wherein,
the envelope is formed from a single sheet of paper.

.10. An envelope as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, which
further comprises a first opening adapted o be closed and scaled by said insertion flap,
andasecondopemngadaptedmbeclosedandsealedbysmdreuseﬂap,andwhemm
the first and second opemngs, and the msernon and reuse flaps extend along two
adjacent edges of the envelope o

11. An envelope as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, which is
provided with a transparent wmdow, 50 as to enable an address within the envelope to

stanp, and turn the envel ope over if necessary before applying or

Teadi Ng a,4iReie Qﬁ‘dréﬁmhﬁ-rgﬁg %\@kﬁﬁa’dﬁfes mm&l& e second
addr ess WO 96 gfeS 8 £ _ o ﬁlﬁ’ﬂnﬁﬂr&?

PCT/ AU96/ p4iiel Of the envelope. - 11 -

t-he postal service will treat the rear face 25 as the "front" of the

envel ope, and 5. s envtilopg| 35 Gh?quai!h&lbemmkimomm réae front
face 22 w nored, by .t he. ost al servrce S C r-eadi ng

machi nery‘“ﬁ?ﬂﬁ% g % Rribted on the ?°F‘h°§3\&!9ﬂf addr ess

be viewed. | This Sheet Has Been Rep

HE0ED ST A 1 HIIIIH N




5. becom ng confused i ne_readabl e code 40 indicative of the
first address. o ml " Hm ernative to the second vm ndow 50 and
the stanmp affixnment b envel ope 2 - yi-d Ethsan -

adhesi ve strip 54 which can be pl aced over-the . THISTSHtFE‘ﬂﬂAS%%@ﬁ e code
40 by the addressee before sending the envel gpe. to t’-:liseq_,tmgn sec nd

address. At enabgrrisdgy, the adhesive strip 54 ca & Q0
face 22 10 of the envel ope 21 before t_hg envel ope 21 is dispatched to the
first address. :In that -case, the a Pueswe strip 54 nmust be positioned

on the front face 22 at the position at V\:hl ch t he machi ne readabl e

code 40 will be appd.ied Ay ehvefore Qs icHimes Pl'ecedﬁg fﬁf the
first address can then sinply peel off the adheswe strip %‘ ore t
envel ope is shenfrontpandlds penyided withdaneadhesitélabel bearing the Airft addiess aiwuddpfed

avoi di ng confusi on between the machi ne readabl e codes I ndi cating the
first and se&Priresmnyed by the first addresseer at ed in Fig. 13. Wien the envel ope

21 is reused and sept  t d_address, the postal servjce a ies a
further machine I A 'g'é%gﬁeiﬁ@ ecoﬂqﬂﬂgcw”f‘?nﬁ ‘F‘%’i?ﬂ%ﬁg&ﬂ

al ongsi degt hggdy m‘*ﬁg Eﬂ!?ﬁm
machi nerysof??rt}iesepostﬁ?# service that t e“sg(%e ?E%&Wgﬁrﬁﬁpded

The postal sbeing fartifr adapedior @Se & AP RVErtsH risnthitioh Pelf@croshid fixdt 6artMRdNOT

t he second address, and the code 41 is able to be read w thout confusion
wi th the codavhen dispatehing material to a second| address; andssaidl frontumnclobeingh edapebderoi ve
strip 54 or pachi ne_readable code 42, it wll be appreC| at ed that the

envel ope 21 heaspaKlfirshaddress during sgid dirst use and said secpnd addressovhenthe emyeloper |

t he addresse nply ensures that the second address

IS : Vi si %&Wdﬁgéﬁg&%ﬂ&%s&erture 24 in the front face 22 before

sending tpe envel OB An envelope as claimed in claim 13, wherein said envelope is
provided with stamp affixment indication means located in a pair of opposite corners of

said front panel of the envelope. _
15. A blank from which a reusable envelope as claimed in eny one of the
preceding claims can be fabricated.
158
. This Sheet Has Been R et | P —————
Hllllllllllﬂlﬂllllﬂll T
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to the second address. The foregoing arrangenent has a:

Ruaber of —si nm ficant advant ages | n part icular the anpunt of paper
used to create the envel ope i:s substantlally t he sane as WO
96/ 21598

PCT/ AU96/ 00010 - 12-

that used tg create a conventional envel ope. Furthernore, g§ | ope is
able to be vgowgw?%used wi t hout nodification to the nail s% '@ﬁlsg'&”mo
Furthernore, with the above-descri bed m nor nodi fication of the
postal authority's machi ne readabl e gde pr oduci ng and r eadi ng

-equi pnent, a second machi ne readabﬁe code 42 is able to be produced on the

5 envelope so as to correctly indicate the second address to ?hich t he
envel ope is I nt endegdydo be sent. 9 Fi gure shows an
envel ope bl ank 60 of a fArther enbodi fent.” Ahe envel ope d’;gdfblank 60
conprises front a an espectively, @hd is provided
with
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an insertion flap 66 and a reuse flap 68. A transparent window 70 is

pr-ovrdetTrr—tire—%t0—fr-ont —panel—E2=—bliegughl--whi ch_t he first address cap be

di-spl ayed. A stanp or postage paid stanp 72 is placed in the top
right corner of the front panel 62. On the rear panel 64,
there is printed the second address 74, together with instructions 76
and a stanp agéi i ndi cation box 78. By way of additio

expl anation of the instructions 76, it will be noted that the |nstruc?|ons
76 refer to "the 15 shaded area”, which is the portion of a shaded area
80 of the reuse flap 68 which is vi si bl e when the envel ope bl ank 60
is folded to forman envel ope. The instructions al so refer to "the
white arrow', which is |abelled as 822fh Figure 14. It wll

be observed that all of the printed matter on the rear panel 64, nanely
t he second address iﬁ ingtructions 76 and stanp box 78, is arranged so

that it is upside domn relative A5ﬁhe yzﬁarnatlon on the fye®t panel
el o A pOS %stanp 72

62, nanely the first

and sone further ing 5 rmed by
folding along four f dvantages
as di scussed above,
systens which d o+
envel ope, or Cch _« =ﬁdostal qui @ﬁgt mhlch can un'-r certain

ci rcunst ances,” 1 ead |ngehi ne~. dable des through t he paper of the

envel ope. ;rl’ & \\ \] 25
3/ —

Kl FIG.7
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Figures 15 and 16 show a further enbodi ment of a reusable énvelope 90,

94, 95. The front face 91 is preferably provided with a transparent
w ndow 96. In use. the WD 96/ 21598

PCT/ AU96/ 00010 -13 -

envel ope 90y Secsigl i €d to the first user with the main fl Aokt ed,
end flap 94 permanent|ly sealed to the inner surface of rear face 92,
and end flap 95 rel easably sealed to the inner surface of the rear
face 92. A postage paid mark 97 is typically | ocated in the top right
corner of the envelope 90, during its first use. 5 The envel ope
90 is used by the first user in the 3% manner as the envel ope 21
described with reference to Figs. 7 to 12, with the address of first

addr essee bei ng h h ran [ i ndow
first use, the addre
the postage paigl mark 97 is located in the top right
envel ope 90. e fiyst addressee opens the envel ope 90

During the

orner of the
t he same

£Z
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s
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10 manner. as t hat previously described, using the releasably seal ed end

f lap—95: ‘Whe—the—eRv-el=eem00-i-Smlei=g—i-aus-ad—t-he first
addressee is able to insert the final contents of the envel ope 90 by
means of the opening between the end flap and the rear face 92, and

t hen seal the opening. The contents of the envel ope are arranged so

that the ad the second addressee is visible through par ent
wi ndow 96 %8&2%%&13 inverted conpared to the address of t#e.ﬂﬁlgr@m
addressee during the first use. Wien the envel ope 90 is oriented such
that the address of the second addressee is upright, the stanp

af fi xment box which was in the bottomleft corner 90 is located in

the top right corner of the inverted enyel ope 90. The machi ne
readabl e codes applied by postal servi 3 to envel opes are 20 typically

| ocated at a predeterm ned position on the envel ope, such as a fixed

di st ance fromthe | ower edge of the envel ope. The | ocation of the
machi ne readabl e code can of course vary between postal services and
can even be appli®d to both faces of the envel ope. During the first
use, of the envel ok, the nachine readable code will pe . applied to
either or both sides ofgt{he env® ope i n®™d predeter d position, such as a
25 fixed distance\fro he | oW en the enY™ ope is used a second
time, the enwel opk is inve so that reggon of the envel ope to
whi ch a machine r abl & ml |y app d wll be blank. The

machi ne readabl e de pry & R AN Wl e located at a
different |ocation,* and BRI LR M usi onlbpen the envel ope
is reused. RO * R |
(/,///z/r - §g N
B EING
0
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9 ¥ .2
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WO 96/ 21598

PCTHAUS67106010 ' —— =l14-

Thi s enbodi ment of the envel ope has several advantages. The anount of
paper used to create this envelope is substantially the same as that of a

conventi onal envel ope, and only one transparent w ndow i s required.
The envel opewipysaise® able to be reused w thout any md;&ﬁw (i]o t he
postal system Furthernore, the effort required 5 on the part o % e

first addressee to reuse the envelope is mnimal. The first addressee

need only ensure the contents of the envel ope are inserted the correct way
up, ie. so that the stanp affixnent box is in the top right hand
corner of the envelope, and apply as/s stanp to the stanp affi xnment box.
There is no need for the first addressee to apply or , remove any
adkesive strips. 10 The foregoing describes only sone

enbodi nents of the present invention and nodi fi cations, obvious to
those skilled in the art, can be made thereto wi thout departing from
the scope of the presept invention

FIG. 15

20

| 20
FIG. 16 93
/ /'/

\ /
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. 15-. . CLAIMS: I y—»ﬁea-ﬁs-*o'l""\
whi.ch .an, addressee at a fi rsﬁTElgg g?PEl& can%patcﬁ r?fggql;l ) d B0Y 1996 1

second address, said envel ope corrprl sm front panel Fear—panct

an insertion fla m Sﬁ'(“?mA apt ed PET
cl ose 5 and sglgl iTs opem ng I'n salg envel ope tnLaug @dv tre

%S &g -4,

nitial contents of the e@G’EIAapb%andlbée‘lohserted and said reuse flap

ey adapted—t o THouse—arSecondopeETT Iy N Sdairuenverope, SardTeuse
| Applidautls axpgent'sfile defetengs t h| FOR FEBIBER c| olsg Netifigation of Franspittatiof ingernational Brelimipary he
d8¥34tGee to renove the jACTION contentWﬂM¢W@E@&§h the second

SO0 = o)y Q. O —h S

Ty, and —at SO Per My Provi ged Wt addressee sgal Ty nmeans to_ar tow the

duteraational application N¥o.seal t hiaternationalfilisgdatt ng bef ore paiei ng t he envel ope

for rh'p':':m:

$dTiey d¢svety addr ess, 10 lafA§"199¢" t he reusabl e lepyvgluRg9gss prow ded with
mchine readable code obkcuring neans -

qhserhAioRdl PRak ChisHiation APE o ahidhA clafificiiRn &@APEd address, to obscure any
lachi ne readabl e code which has been placed on the envel ope to indicate

Int. CL* B65D 27/06

Applicz;nt :
(1) REXAM AUSTRALIA PTY LTD
) MARTIN, Leslie Albert David et al

1. This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining
Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36.
2. This REPORT consists of a total of 7 sheets, including this cover sheet.

[ZI This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have
. been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT).

These annexes consist of atotal of 3 sheet(s).

3. This report contains indications relating to the following items:

I [X] Basis of the report
I [ Priority
I . D Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability
v [X] Lack of unity of invention
v Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability;
citations and explanations supporting such statement
VI . [%] Certain documents cited |
vII [] Certain defects in the international application
Vil lz] Certain observations on the international application
Date of submission of the demand Date of completion of the report
12 August 1996 13 November 1996
Name and mailing address of the IPEA/AU Authorized Officer
AUSTRALIAN INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY ORGANISATION /
PO BOX 200
WODEN ACT 2606 R. KIRBY
AUSTRALIA
Facsimile No. (06) 285 3929 : Telephone No. (06) 283 2369

Form PCT/IPEA/409 (cover sheet) (January 1994)cophin
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adhesive strip which is contained in the envel ope on | PCT/AU 96000%ery to the

agg-es ohicir—tie—addressee—camuse—to—cover—tteachi e
readablb%ﬁ%%@iéﬂgé‘ﬁ%re dispatching the envel ope to the second address. :
3 i RBEar dbl Y am&iafmp%faems eWURER hdde bdeh BurtIBESYo %&&@QQB in20
Cpde ORSohk v oh iVighn P WilcR 93 ad rbrhéatom Wik repthd s Srikfalt) Atk i Urk hot e hed
U0t Nepoport since Meh @) HdPcoRtbain'aendrient€)- OP€ on di spatch of” theé envel ope to the
afldressee at the first address, t he adhesive strip being adhered at a

| pcation o hee RidMefiaRNRppicatoh b dtiging m&@chi ne readabl e code wll be

pl aced, so at the addressee can renove the adhesive strip, and t hus -
al so the i ne readabl e code thereon, before dispatching the envel ope to -
the 25 sdXoribedesraipdons.  pages 1-14, asorigipally filed, An envel ope as clained in
claim1l wherein, the machi g,g rea'ﬂgf%&]thedemdcode obscuring neans conprises
rear address neans, |ocate n Yhe rear panet, for i ndicating the
second address. ' pages , filed with the letter of

pages , filed with the letter of .

[E the claims, Nos. , as originally filed,
Nos. 1-15, as amended under Article 19,
Nos. , filed with the demand,
Nos. , filed with the letter of ,
Nos. ,ﬁledwiththelgtterof .

[X] thedrawings,  sheetsffig 1-16, as originally filed,
sheets/fig , filed with the demand,
sheets/fig , filed with the letter of ,
sheets/fig , filed with the letter of .

2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of:
D the description, pages
the claims, Nos. original claims 1, 4, 7, 15, 17, 19
|j the drawings, sheets/fig

3. D This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered
to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).

4, Additional observations, if necessary:

Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box I) (January 1994 )cophin
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rear address means conprises one of a transparent w ndo rovi ded in
the rear panel, or an adhesive address | abel cafPGI/AY 9%6818eccond
godress—and—adapted o be praced onm the rear paner or. 1 ne envet ope.
Iv. Lack of gnity of inventin envel ope as claimed in claim4 wherein, the rear
[gressTeans CONMPTrTSES [NE Second address printed on tne rear panet
fl.t he dmieenopigdo the invitation to restrict or pay additionalfees tho appligA8t 198: c| ai ned i n any one of
he precedi ng cl ai ns wherein, t he machi ne readabl e code obscuring
eans co@r rE@iStebthefimaf f | Xment i ndi cati on means for indicating to
he addreSsee at the first address that a stanp is to be placed on 10 the
ear of pAd¥AlReE reahien sending the envel ope to the second address.
Amenvel ope as clainmed in claim?7 wherein, the stanp affixment

ndi catigglrggag&idogﬂwmg%&ég@ the rear panel in such a way that the
econd a €ess, | ocated on the rear panel, is upside down in relation

o the f beithgCte@iicied nbiGaRdlaBfitidal ebl© - front panel. 15 9.
n env’eII;E as. cl ai mscllll I'n any one of clains 4 to 6 wherein, the rear

ddr ess ns is arranged on the rear panel in such a way that the second
%cﬁdr ess, E‘ja'rhisAuthority found that the requirement of unity of invention is not complied with and chose, according to Rule

68.1, not to invite the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees.

N — = — =S —+ O 0 (N9

3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13.1, 13.2 and 13.3 is
D complied with, |

not complied with for the following reasons:

The intetnational application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention because it does not relate to one
invention or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept. In coming to this conclusion
this Authority has identified the following inventions:

1. Claims 1-12 directed to a reusable envelope of the type comprising only front and rear panels and having an
insertion flap to initially close and seal the envelope and a reuse flap to close and seal the envelope after opening
and before dispatching the envelope to a second address, characterized by the first “special technical feature” of
machine readable code obscuring means comprising rear address means located on the rear panel of the envelope
for indicating the second address and arranged on the rear panel in such a way that the second address, located on
the rear panel, is upside down in relation to the first address located on the front panel.

2. Claims 13, 14 directed to a reusable envelope of no specific form, apart from comprising front and rear panels,
characterised by the second “special technical feature™ of being able to be reused in an inverted orientation relative
to the first use orientation, the front panel being adapted to bear the first address during the first use and the second
address when the envelope is dispatched to the second address.

3. Claim 15 directed to a blank from which a reusable envelope of either claim 1 or 13 can be fabricated but not
necessarily explicitly including either of the above identified special technical features.

Since the above-mentioned claims do not share either of the technical features identified, a “technical relationship”

between the inventions, as defined in PCT Rule 13.2 does not exist. Accordmgly the international application does not
relate to one invention or to a single inventive concept.

4 Consequently, the following parts of the international application were the subject of international preliminary examination
in establishing this report: ’ :

[X] attparts.

D the parts relating to claims Nos.

Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box IV)(January 1994)cophin



| SR MBSl " el 2 °“[f--°ﬁ1a‘ Pate

claimed in claim1l wherein, the machine readabl e wﬂauobmmm ng means
trakes—the—fornmof—a—further—reachrne—readable—code pracea—o—t fre—
grwiel ope Reasoned statement under Alrficle 35(2)Arithangaed tpnovelty, inveativentip oninddstrialnjiplicabillity;ei n
tthe rrachmt@onmdaml@ahons!llppm&dembmmmentg means i s pI aced al on95| de the
[ b[CIII ne 1 Ed.Ud.UI 15 L,UUB | IIUILd.LI ny LIIEﬁI TTst d.UUI [SNEH I HUI L,d.ll ny to
qqde regg leRgtmachi nery of the postal service that the machl ne 25 readable
code I n catlng the first address is to be disregarded when delivering the
gnvel ope \@vel second addr Q§gms 2,3,7,8,1 12. An envel opgs
dl ainmed in -aﬁ@@?ne of the 'pr(ﬁﬁ_&g q’ ’Iﬁébrﬁ, W%eiy t he en\i\%%pe i's
flormed froma single sheet o ér’ 56 WD 96/ 21598
RCT/ AU96/ gRBde step 1s) Claims YES
Claims 1-15 NO
Industrial applicability 1A) ~ Claims 1-15 'YES
Claims NO
2. Citations and explanations
NOVELTY (N) and/or STEP (IS): Claims 1-12_ 15

The invention of claim 1 provides machine readable code obscuring means in a reusable envelope of the type comprising
only two panels, namely front and rear panels, and having insertion and reuse flaps. The obscuring means is clanned as
comprising rear address means.

Taking into account the observations in Box VIII the claimed envelope is essentially one providing for the second address
to be located on or viewable through the rear panel with the intention or objective that the address be provided upside
down in relation to a first address located on or viewable through the front panel.

US 3143280 discloses a reusable envelope of the type claimed in claim 1. The disclosed arrangement of the two panels
comprising the envelope is such that the panel 3 could constitute a front panel for a first address and panel 8 a rear panel
having a window for displaying a second address. The second address could readily be displayed inverted relative to the
first address. Alternatively an adhesive label bearing the second address could be placed on panel 3 with the address
inverted relative to the first address. Providing return address adhesive labels is known in the prior art identified in the
International Search Report.

AU 51656/59 discloses a similar arrangement to the above.

The concept of providing a printed second address inverted relative to a first address on opposite sides of a mailer is
known from US 5207373 and US 2759658.

The invention of claims 1, 4, 5, 6, 9, 10, 11andlSisnotnoveland/orinvolvesnoinventivestep

The features of appended claims 2, 3, 7, 8 and 12 are known in the pnor art, of the International Search Report, their
inclusion in the envelope of claim 1 involves no inventive step.

Claim 15 includes no more than a plain sheet being a blank from which a reusable envelope as claimed can be fabricated.
NOVELTY (N) and/or INVENTIVE STEP (IS): Claims 13, 14

The envelope of claim 13 is not novel being anticipated by a conventional windowed envelope being an envelope capable
of reuse to display a second address at the wmdow in an inverted orientation relative to a first address as displayed for the
first use.

continued

Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box V)(January 1994)cophin
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HFTERNATIONAL PRELIMINAR _XAMYNASTONEREISRAS Cl ai med in gny E&éﬁ%%p@ii%h‘égn No.

precedi ng cl ai ns wherein, the envel ope is a two{pane
conprising only two panels, nanely said front and PCTAU 94008105 .

TOoOY TS0 0OM®D Ul

A
f

a
A

1f An envel ope as clained rn any one of (Ne precedrng crat s WIETerT,

SynglementalBox ;" second openi ngs, and the insertion and reuse flaps extend
(Mo®e tisedwhen the spaeeljnatrstithedrgaling®bxel 1 Aot M LMD E . ' 15. - An

hvel ope as clained in clarm 1l wherern, The nmachi ne readabl e code
D Santinuation ofe BOX ¥onpri ses stanp affixnent indi-cation neans | ocated in each
pair of opposite corners of the front panel, so as to indicate

a

L aid envel.ope‘jis tq be 1 used in a first orientatjon when di spatched

aﬁ%ﬁmﬁ 3ish angied By o lpin exveloge hereia 9 G, addhess oan be coreped tyiaakst obseiycay bear

e R ap vertsd prietationy  addr ess. 16. An envel ope

5 _clainmed in any one of the preceding clains wherein, the envel ope is

- Eerirensie cryventional epyelopas the proygsion efstampafixmeng indicatineas definadiirolaim 14vinvblves no

hBvalveHtpe to be viewed. 15 17. An envel ope as clained in

Ny one of the preceding clains wherein, an adhesi ve | abel, either
laimedrenweloperis andicipated by the envelopesadf ATT1856/59,iUS 314328008 3880648, US 4993624 and

BES614113 being envilepesiabls to ddedsia sheadaithedanapart ent Wi ndow. 18.

N envel ope as clained in any one of the preceding clains wherein, t he

font panel is provided with an adhesive | abel bearing the first address

hd adapted 20 to be renoved by the first addressee. 19.

resuabl e envel ope adapted for use in a first orientation during a first

Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Supplemental Box )(July 1992)cophin




Usmmwwl p&?{ess and bein mﬂW
use Ln an I nverted ori ent atlon rel'evant to said ]TI rsrfIa orl PO when

di spatching material to a second address. 25 PCT/AU 96/(9010 An

vel ope as cCl al Ted T crarmm o wherei T, —Sara-envet Upb S Pt ovided

Vh st anertair dogwments ditedii cat i on neans Iocat ed in a pair of opp05| te corners
one ol_The taces of the enverope. A btk

&m whi cPeriainpeblished decumenis-Rulg d0- M8 c| ai ned in any one of the precedi ng

ai MeAgpliatiBeNS. abr i cat ed pyplication date WO 96£iihp @it Priority date ( valid claim)

CT/ AU (pateht Qb0 [ taawRins@iady t he | Nt erdsbiortifdarBUr €aU ON
P9. 05. 96) ; ori gi nal clg?ﬁs 1-21 repl a(ged by ame)nded clains 1-15 (3

hges) | 1. A two- panel reusabl e envelope by nmeans of

hi ch AU 79004/046see at a 1 JuneflD9$t address Qa3Novembeaigdas nateri ah3NBve%1ber 1993
bcond address, said envel ope conprising only two panels, nanely a

ont panel and a rear panel, and further conprising an insertion

TUSD DO TOS0

2. Non-written disclosures (Rule 70.9)

_ . . Date of written disclosure referring to
Kind of non-written disclosure ~ Date of non-written disclosure - non-written disclosure -
(day/month/year) (day/month/year)
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5 ' Iy Chol Lan flap being ap.ea' t+-o—elose—aft
sﬂ&@g%ﬁagﬁgg%&f%&Pw*ﬁl al contents of*tHe “ﬁ'\f@ﬁ Spen NQVe
been: i nserted and said reuse fI ap being adapt efl® G’UAHI%IOWIOhe

AU U C CC U C Ch C C VC ' JC CA C UJC U C V C UUCT
rtmlbefo@ﬁ@s‘mﬂ%ﬁmm%mmmamplimanhe second address, \/\herel n the

reusapre cornve UpcE T UV Ucu Vv cAdUdil € ouc U

fofh““; d%mo{lagﬁcmoﬁtﬁéure “any rradhl ne. reaap‘%\tﬁ%wﬁ%%ﬁhﬁam gtgﬁm

ola oh the envelope to indicate the first address, and wherein
~a|d machi ne readabl e code obscuring nmeans conprises rear address
cClaicn 1 whangeaddn the lightof claims 430 R dd not ¢lear in itgidefinitibhg t he second address, the
rlear address means being arranged on the rear panel in such a way that t he
sieClaindl reqiires achinesregdable cade@biscoring hens oallow theakldresses to pbscure ady vade placedeinaha foomt
tiopah¢le first address, | ocated on the front panel.
An envel ope as cl ai med in claim 1, wherein the machi ne readabl e code
OlaS6hie lof thg misExid dsfided il didith 4010 BPdsinicafs ef s6) fsRhllcobséuré shy\wbdecdh thesfra® pandl 43akk dobe
hould still be @RRibR VEEWEHR thtghdaul€dry piovidedhd el idhe ofthébe i urlliRe thoskbr CRBRS a3,
Sdte inan§ WHRA alldvPthe d8liressd¥R6 PliysidallyBsned My codte before di spatching the
nvel ope to the second address. An envel ope as
| BleBirehde t&{héée%elnélﬁs%%tm th@i&@&ke%toobscure%%déﬁ@ TheANS
W rf ol Seme 0T P Fe S §iidreBs th&in® b BrovfdbeRt HhE objEdtive thif thE Srigital 8638 BE fodattdin a pos1t10n such
that it will not cause confusion when the envelope is reused. The actual and physical obscuring of the code provides
additional benefit. )

—+

SO D C

In relatiohtoclaim4 itis alsotobenotedthatthemefeprovisionofawihdow or a label does not ensure that the second
address is provided upside down as this is totally reliant on the user and not ensured by these physical features provided
by the envelope. Only the embodiment of Fig 15 is specific to the second address being upside down.

Claim 7 is speculative and indefinite with regards the scope of the further code and in view of claim 8 the broad scope is
not supported by the description.

The purpose and intended scope of claim 11, over and above that provided by claim 4 which already provides a
transparent window, is not clear.

Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box VIII) (January 1994)



the outside of tfie il OSHEE'Epatch of the envelope to trPcElqus%DO'o

and t.he first address t hg gdhesive strip being adheredzag aM Aoptliggs
on the envel ope At V\IrEiQMAVh‘IQ%ZE machi ne readabl e code will be pl aced

t hat the addresseel.can renove tHe fjadhesiv 5 - strip, and thus al'so the
machi ne readabl § code t hereom, —Beflore di spatching th m I

t he second addrés 4. An envel opﬂl ﬂlmmmnlfulm

pr ecedi ng cI(aLMMSherel n the rear addr ess means® cdnprti s8s ®dne* of a

transparent wi ndow provided in the rear panel, or an

- adhesi-ve address |hbel cArmm&melMsMGﬂ@bleptibﬁm&aﬂmdfaﬂﬁﬂieﬁiaﬂm'eb&emtacecj
on the rear panel of the envel ope. An envel ope as

clai med in dirpt pddressdcangdispaschvmaterial ¢0 a sebondr address, said endciops eomprisiag only
conprises the secend address printed on the rear panel of the envel ope.
two panels, namely a front panel and a rear panel and further comprising an mseruon
5 flap and a reuse flap, said insertion flap being adapted to close and seal said envelope
after the initial contents of the envelope have been inserted, and said reuse flap being
adapted to allow the addressee to close and seal said envelope after opening the
envelope and before dispatching the envelope to the second address, wherein the
reusable envelope is provided with machine readable code obscuring means for
10 allowing the addressee, before dispatching the envelope to the second address, to
obscure any machine readable code which has been placed'on the envelope to indicate
the first address, and wherein said machine readable code obscuring means comprises
rear address means, located oh the rear panel, for indicating the second addresé; the
rear address means being arranged oﬁ the rear panel in such a way that the second
15 address, located on the rear panel, is upside down in relation to the first address,
* located on the front panel. _
| 2. An envelope as claimed in claim 1, wherein the machine readable
code obscuring means further comprises an adhesive strip which is contained in the
envelope on delivery to the address, and which the addressee can use to cover the
20  machine readable code before dispatching the envelope to the second address.

3. An envelope as claimed in claim 1 wherein, the machine readable
code obscuring means further compnses a releasable adhesive strip which is adhered to
the outside of the envelope on dispatch of the envelope to the addressee and the first
address, the adhesive strip being adhered at a location on the envelope at which the

25  machine readable code will be placed, so that the addressee can remove the adhesive
strip, and thus also the machine readable code thereon, before dispatching the enveiope

to the second address. _ | o
4. An envelépe as claimed in any preceding claim, wherein the rear

address means comprises one of a transparent window provided in the rear panel, or an
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f‘;. | An envel ope jaqd clained in a$y one of the preceding cl M%Q{?{PQO'O

the machi ne readablle [coB& MAEAME n ans further conprises st28p M A %mei3d36
i‘ndi cation neans fqgr |indicating tofthe address at first address that a
stanp is to be pl aced on the re¢ar afigt.he e mm lﬂ" ng t he
envel ope to the sedond address the | stanp af i* means
being arranged on the rear panel in such a way that the second

addr ess, | ocathesive addiess labelr capeyimg thei sscondsaddeess and ad:ptedatoabe placédon ke fear st
address, |l ocated on the front panel. An envel ope as

clai med in cpanehofithe\gnuelope t he nachi ne readabl e code obscuring nmeans
further conprises a further machi ne readabl e code placed on the

envel ope. 15 5. 8. enVP}QPErﬁFeFIGmEda@ @nyi preceding €laimmwhergincthe rear he

machi ne read code ob curln ans i.s pl aced along e the nachlne
readabl.e coo@tgﬁ"?ﬂl“&eﬂ‘?ﬁ@ml’ﬁeesf ‘F§?°° 'é%‘ggopﬁ'éﬁ’é"éfp Pg lopedi ng

machi'nery of the pgstal erw&g t hat the pachi ne Eabl code

i ndi Icatlr?g the fir%t ad ??ﬁ@"ﬁ%%@%&@ﬁ%pﬁﬁﬁ% 1 geremd
t A

L e e o B

in any onego@?ﬁe precedi ng tham}ﬁsto the address JaPtl%e fl’t‘sﬁg‘ri&%sﬁphﬁ?gegﬁ%&w

openi ng ada it fggno Qéhd?@ I a
second openi nlg&gd%hp?% sﬁﬂei‘ ose?gvﬁgnsea dﬁlbyeaggllgé?gbﬂge ap, sgrlﬁ’e
wherein 25 dtifip fafﬁﬁheﬁ"iﬂdi’é@ﬁdiﬂﬂ:e%eﬁé%es o' the' Fe8F panedin 3Gch A SWfCthat _

flaps extend al ong two adj acent t he envel Ope.

11. Ap enthel sependraddrtsy, oatéd o e feae pahetl; heugsnﬂe QIdwndinCreltivh, tovdhe Cfirst S
provided with a transparent w ndow, so as to enable an address within the
envel ope t o address, located on the front panel.

1. An enveldpe as claimed in claim 1, wherein the machine readable
code obscuring means further comprises a further machine readable code placed on the
envelope.

15 8. An envelope as claimed in claim 7, wherein the machine readable
| code obscuring means is placed alongside the machine readable code indicating the first
address, indicating to code reading machinery of the postal service that the machine
readable code indicating the first address is to be disregarded when delivering the
envelope to the second address.
20 9. An envelope as claimed in any one of the preceding claims wherein,
the envelope is formed from a single sheet of paper. |
- 10. An envelope as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, which
| further comprises a first opening adapted to be closed and sealed by said insertion‘ flap,
end a second openiﬁg adapted to be closed and sealed by said reuse flap, and wherein
25 the first and second openings, and the insertion and reuse flaps extend along two
adjacent edges of the envelope. .
11. An envelope as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, which is
provided with a transparent window, so as to enable an address within the envelope to
be viewed.
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12. An envel ope as claijsred in any one ﬁl heq‘ 'O

recedi-ng cl "~ the front panel is provided w an

g'dheSi vegl a&ﬂllmuumﬂﬂllmmml fst address and adapted to blezmr emh)av‘e\(y by1996

the first addreSseb. o 13. A reusabl e envel ope conpri sing

front and rear panels, and being adapted 5 for use in a first

orientation during a first use to dispatch material to a first address, and

.Being further adap@id f ofAnyenvelope 48 claimed iin @ny one af the precedingtalaims; wherdini

»*first orientgtion . When dispatching material to a second address, and

sai d front pﬁ’ﬁe&‘”ﬁ&aﬂﬁl 'ﬁd’éﬂ\“@%& pgt%anadlsggg labg} hearingsthe first addsess and agapted d
first use an aid second, addre when t he envel ope I s despatched to
sai d second d%‘i'r'ée qveﬁ%g%eflus;a S5C¢4. An envel ope as clained in claim

moans | oqated | n arbafr et sBuions (eiriile Hpht'aid R er Sl beip ataed
the envel£PCfor use in a first orjentatibn during 3 lsPHkE tb'didPatil filkeal'6 4 AR SadiBd®a00°

as claimed in any one
being further adapted for use in an inverted orientation relative to said first orientation

20-

when dispatching material to a second address, and said front panel being adapted to
bear said first address during said first use and said second address when the envelope
is despatched to said second address.
10 14. An envelope as claimed in claim 13, wherein said envelope: is
| provided with stamp affixment indication means located in a pair of opposite corners of
said front panel of the enveldpe. ,
15. A blank from which a reusable envelope as claimed in any one of the
preceding claims can be fabricated. |

15
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{57) Abstract

.. A reusable envelope (21) is provided by means of which an addressee at a first address can dispatch material to a
said envelope comprising a front panel (22), a rear pancl (25), an insertion flap (29) and a reuse flap (28), said insertion flap being adapted
tocloleandaulaﬂmnpenhglnnldenvelopeﬂmughwmchmlnidﬂmmounmelopembeInmd.lndnidmseﬂap(zs)
being adapted to close a second opening in said envelope, said reuse flap (28) being provided with releasable closure means (30) adapted
to allow the addressee to remove the initial contents of the envelope through
sealing means (30) to allow the addressce to seal the second opening before dispatching the envelope to the second address, wherein the
reusable envelope is provided with machine readable code cbscuring means for allowing the addressee, before dispatching the envelope to
the second address, wobumemymachinemdablecode(w)whichhnbeenphcedmmenvelope!oindlcmmeﬁntuddms
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