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flat and provided with a plurality of open-
ings arranged longitudinally . thereof and
said top chord being Z-shaped in cross-sec-
tion.

An embodiment of the present invention
will now be described with reference to
the accompanying drawings in which:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a cold
rolled sheet steel joist in accordance with
the present invention;

Figure 2 is a vertical section through a
composite floor system using the cold rolled
steel joists;

Figure 3 is a vertical section illustrating
the shuttering and the cold rolled sheet
steel joist and,

Figure 4 is a plan view of an intercon-
necting bar for use with the steel joists ac-
cording to the invention.

Referring to Figure 1, there is shown in
perspective a cold rolled sheet steel joist
constructed in accordance with the present
invention, The joist is indicated generally
at 110 and consists of a bottom chord 111
having a hollow generally rectangular shape,
a vertical flange 112 and a generally Z-
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116 mterconnectmg bar 114 becomes wedged
securely. Supported on the interconnecting
bar 114 is a reusable panel 119. Wet con-
crete is prevented from spilling off the panels
19 by the Z-shaped top chord 113 and by
the vertical face 112 of each joist 110.
Such a shaped interconnecting bar as
seen in Figure 4 permits the easy_ mstalla-
tion and removal of interconnecting bars
114 so that they may be reused. Once the
interconnecting bars are removed the open-

ings 116 serve as pass-ways for. electrical.

and mechanical conduits thereby permitting
a saving in the height required between
floors.

The top chords 113 of this joist 110 may
be embedded in the concrete floor 117 and
the reinforcing mesh 118 hangs in a
cateniary shape between the joists 110 to
provide a proper reinforcement for the
concrete floor 117. Thus the top chord
113 becomes part of the concrete floor.
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