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manuf acture is registered in a data Iength of 6 bits. A piece of

information on the vali dltﬁlm':ermof ink is registered in a data | ength of 6
bits, and a An étecartridger of thet preseahinvaatien hes -austorrgealergntdin whidkrm i s
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storage el erséwtasemma@ewetaaﬁtwgger@pﬁﬁlﬁ 86 sequirad ipr skingthe; iespective
cartridge. Higees of specific information are different from one another. For

example, a piece of information on the year of manufacture is registered
in a data length of 7 bits, a piece of information on the month of
manufacture is registered in a data length of 4 bits, and a piece of
information on the data of manufacture is registered in a data length of 5
bits. A piece of information on the time (hour) of manufacture is
registered in a data length of 5 bits, and a piece of information on the time
(minute) of manufacture is registered in a data length of 6 bits. A piece of
information on the validity term of ink is registered in a data length of 6
bits, and a piece of information on the after-unsealed validity term is
registered in a data length of 5 bits. This arrangement enables the
specific information relating to the ink cartridge, for example, pieces of
information on the manufacture of the ink cartridge and those on
remaining quantities of the respective inks, to be stored efficiently into the
storage element, while reducing the manufacturing cost of the ink
cartridge.
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