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provi ded for displaying an article (50) of interest in a substantially

opaque nenber (46) such as a table having a utility surface (47). The

di spl ay device (10) includes a spectacle ¢lenent (52) incorporated in the

opaque nenber (46) such that the utilit)qs rface (47) is substantially
uninterrupted at least in the vici nﬂﬁ%ﬁéﬁﬁect acle elenent (52), and
the article (50) to be displayed is capable of being placed behind the

spectacl e el enent (52), or at least partly encapsulated in th:?‘ s&ect acle
el ement (52), to faghbiokdeRt Miention gelatss tha display clewce 807 MAre AARIAYS ity
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| 5 surface such as a table top. The article(s) to be displayed may include printed
or painted matter, loose or encapsulated three dimensional objects, holograms,
LCD screens, photographic prints or slides (including  backlit slides),
advertisements and decorative items.. 5
The present invention is especially useful for displaying articles such as
10 advertisements in a table top or similar opaque surface and it will therefore be
convenient to describe the device in relation to that example application.
However, it should be understood that the invention is not limited to such
applications and is intended for broader application and use.
The display device of the present invention may be used in commercial
15  or domestic locations such as, shopping centres, restaurants, food courts, food
halls, commercial offices, retail or trade shops, airports, hospitals, public
transport stations, lobbies, hotels/motels, public spaces or domestic dwellings.
According to one aspect of the present invention there is provided a table
or counter top having a utility surface formed at least partly from a substantially
20 opaque member and adapted for displaying an article of interest in said opaque
member, said table or counter top including:
at least one 'spectacle element fused with said opaque member at an
interface such that particles of food, liquids and the like cannot penetrate said
interface between said opaque member and said spectacle element, said utility
25  surface being substantially uninterrupted at least in the vicinity of said spectacie
element, and means for retaining said article to be displayed behind said at
least one spectacle element to facilitate viewing said article from said utility
surface.
According to a further aspect of the present invention there is provided a
30 cladding element having an outer surface formed at least partly from a
substantially opague member and adapted for displaying an article of interest in
said opaque member, said cladding element including:
at least one spectacle element fused with said opaque member at an
interface such that particles of debris, liquids and the like cannot penetrate said
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device and nore particularly to a device for displaying an article or
articles of interest in a substantially opaque 5 surface such as a table

top. The article(s) to be displayed may iné;d ude printed or painted
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opaque nenber, sai efalnftiisgin SHEESL intéYebBEB said at least one spectacie
element to facilitate viewing said article from said utility or outer surface.

‘According to a still further aspect of the present invention there is

20 provided a method of displaying at least one article or object of interest in a
substantially opaque member such as a table or counter top, or cladding
element, said method including:

providing a spectacle element;
placing the spectacle element in an open mould;
25 filling the mould with a moulding mix of an opaque material;
curing the opaque material to form said opaque member such that said
opaque member is substantially uninterrupted at least in the vicinity of said
spectacle element and said article or object is able to be viewed from said
opaque member.

30 According to a still further aspect of the present invention there is
provided a method of displaying an article of interest in a substantially opaque
member such as a table or counter top, or cladding element, said method
including: '

providing a sheet or panel of said opaque material;



“at | east one spectacle el ement fused with said opaque menber at an {1 1 AUG 2004
interface such that particles of debris, liquids and the |ike cannot
penetrate said ki , 1, AUG 20% 2 interface between said opaque nenber and
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According to athsttablettbmanmmespsﬁacleeHrnQMe present invention there is
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counter top, such as for a shop or bank, or it may be a vertical panel for use in
any of a variety of applications. For example, the opaque member may be a
20 front vertical facia of a shop counter (facing the customer), or it may be the front

of a bar or the like.



menber such as a table or counter top, or cladding elenent, said nﬂtﬁcﬁps 2004
I ncl udi ng: providing a sheet or panel of said opaque material; 1 1 AUG

2004 2a na&,gir?d})%agman aperture in a top surface of sai ﬂgéﬂgﬁoéa&(r%panel;

and fitting using a spectacle elenment within the erture
such that the top surface of said shedt or panel is substantially
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and the spectacle elenent. in an alternative fmbodl r’rEnt, t he oP’\agﬂue menber
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partitionh§yg, pldabdagansteThher sUFEcs oftR@shertickeslymand service counters,
facia panels on food service counters, ha ,,sh\el ve baltus Jade and 5 stair
hand rail intill phlcprAcUs;mempe '8%1“8';“59 BP0l sHihe g2 Ao iByapwn
cl addi ng, fol grthevemy iheNidieg niaferial BGehads that salt runder thieutend Hgeaty, HBRSpI t al
bed trolley t%?yl. Ei\.s’cd or Corian by DuPont. Such materials are typically formed from a
moulding mix including a polymer binder and inert fillers. The polymer binder
20 may include vinyl ester, polyester, acrylic, epoxy, polyurethanes, phenolic,
melamine a polyester/acrylic mixture or other suitable binding compounds. The
fillers may include inert minerals such as alumina, quarts, granite, marble,
glass, etc. and/or other suitable materials.
In one embodiment the opaque member may include a substrate formed
25 from a first material and an upper layer, overlaying the substrate, formed from a
second material. Preferably the upper layer is formed from a solid surface
material as described above. Alternatively, the opaque member may be formed
from another suitable material, such as timber, metal, stone, fibreglass,
laminate, artificial marble, etc. The substrate may be manufactured from any
30 suitable material such as medium density fibre board (MDF), particle board,
compressed cement sheet, etc.
in an alternative embodiment the opagque member may include a single
layer such that substantially the full thickness of the opaque member is formed

from a uniform material.
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mat eri al as descri bed above. Alternative t he opaque nenber may be

formed from SO the sides iR subsbals i 4) | such as tinber, netal, stone,

fibreglass, |am ngiee, aétbclél §|emlentrrmal§yl Be @trﬁed T sadwwcr aioajesw be
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More pref SBab!fo)’ricated into a solid surface material. .In such an embodiment the spectacle
element may be fused to the solid surface material with an acrylic, polyester or
other suitable binding compound. The spectacle element may alternatively be
fabricated into or with other materials.
The spectacle element may be of any desired shape, eg. round, square,
25 rectangular or multi-sided, it may be of any desired size, eg. from Smm up to
2000mm, and of any desired thickness, eg. from 0.75mm up to 100mm. In
some applications, the spectacle element may be coloured, eg. by adding a
colour tint to an acrylic and/or polyester resin.
The spectacle element may be fixed directly to the surrounding surface
30 of the opaque member or it may include a boundary or border element. For
example, the opaque member may be provided with a round aperture, of say
100mm diameter, and the spectacle element may also be round but of smaller
diameter, say 75mm. This may leave an annular space between the opaque
member and the spectacle element to accommodate a border of contrasting
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Is conposed of a solid surface material it is preferably between 10mm and
15nm thick T ;35 paque menber may include a built up edﬂ@/ Thi s edge may
be of any desited depth, eg. from0.75mm up to several PREAPEO Men ysed
as a 10 table top the edge is preferably between 10nm and 100nm deep.
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In one embodiment the plug may be removable, so that the article to be
20 displayed may be changed as desired. The plug may be secured by
mechanical fastening means such as a holding strap, and/or screws, clips, locks
or other suitable fasteners. Alternatively, the plug may be rebated or formed
with a complementary profile such that it mates with the aperture with or without
mechanical fastening. In some embodiments the plug may be formed with a
25 screw thread to engage a complementary thread formed in the aperture. The
plug may be secured to the upper layer, to the spectacle element or to the
substrate. \
In an alternative embodiment the plug may be fixed, so as to
permanently enclose the item to be displayed. Any suitable fixing means, such
30 as an adhesive, may be used.
The plug may be of any suitable size or shape. Preferably the plug is at
least as large as the spectacle element so as to cover substantially the whole of
the inner surface of the spectacle element. The shape of the plug may be the

same as the shape of the spectacle element or it may be different. The material
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alternative enbodinent the aperture nay be of one shape and the el enent
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VO 02/ 050%86 from an opaque material. The spectacle element may be defined as a portion
of the upper layer at which an article can be placed for display. In a further
embodiment a surface (preferably the rear surface) of the transparent upper
layer may be coated with an opaque material such as paint. A portion of the
surface may be left uncoated so as to define the spectacle element. An article
25 can then be placed behind the spectacle element.

The display device may be produced by any one of a number of
methods. In one method, a spectacle element may be placed within a closed or
open mould. The spectacle element may contain an embedded article or
object. The mould may then be filled with a moulding mix of an opaque material

30 as described above. The mix may be left in the mould to solidify and may be
cured within the mould or postcured outside the mould. Once cured, the mix
may constitute the upper layer of the opaque member, which encapsulates the
spectacle element. A substrate may be fixed to a rear surface of the upper



PCT/ AU02/ 00170 6 and/or colour of the plug may either match the nhtleAUB! 2004
and col our of the upper layer (or utility surface of the opaque nenber)

or it my c herewith. Alternatively the plug may, be di spensed with
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may be pl aced PEM |SHHa?%@erﬁboWayl be gpachined owitheat aperture Lioer
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t d I
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this way, the trapsparent _
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| t | .
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one netnho a

sp p hin a cl osed or pen
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The moul d nnytdimersubetrétej led with a nmoul ding m x of an opaque naterial 30
as descri bed above, x_ may, be | eft t he nDuI SO|IdI nd may
be cured within the ﬁﬁth "Iﬁth‘%’o§t%1?9{98f ﬁﬂpsﬁuﬁféc? ‘?ﬂ?ulcﬁo c%’YtE@Ped t he
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An article or printed matter may be placed within the cavity, so as to face the

outer surface, and the cavity may then be filled with a transparent moulding

compound, such as clear liquid polyester or acrylic resin. The resin may be

allowed to set and may then be sanded and polished level with the surface of
25 the surrounding material.

To assist further understanding of the present invention, reference is now
made to the accompanying drawings which illustrate preferred embodiments of
the display device. It is to be appreciated that the embodiments are given by
way of illustration only and the invention is not to be limited by these

30 illustrations.

In the drawings:

Figure 1 shows a top view of a table top incorporating one embodiment
of a display device according to the present invention;

Figure 2 shows a view of the underside of the table top of Figure 2;
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made of the same m x as the upper |ayer, may be renovably secured to an

outer surf So%ﬁo&olé'e substrate. In an alternative net hoﬁg{/‘g?(ﬁgﬁ% of
, I )

suitable material, such as a prenoul ded solid surface may be
machi ned with an aperture to 5 acconm®dat e t he spectacl e el enment. The

edges of the apertRigerer®@ghdwes &'ckuisebticHal SieRSA-RNG 2 cbimePBf thadaBRStopO t he
front surface or thee/

/ be at, an angle so as to acconmbdate a
wedge- shaped SRR .'g-qﬁé“ceﬁﬁ’e&ﬂae|°@e@r'%9€ment RE§ display devigh@ceerdingitohi n t he
machi ned aper th¢'fresent veationay be provided around the spectacle el enent
to accommodate a gﬁrder. The SpeCt@ﬁle%gfleS el enent maY be secured in place

with a suitable adH@¥Pyvé, shows, afs vView ofna/ tableien ity substiatat i ng

conpound whenincbiofsling YefurBerERiboditenides disphfdedice BUESramE téMHerbddnt O @
conpound made, froma liquid formof the noulding mx. Once the adhesive
has cured t he¥pMacl e el enent may be sanded and polished level with the

surface of the surfFigued stewsainaundatsideNiew stk tFigLP baBwie thalsuBstvaté or m t he
upper layer of the opaque nenber and a substrate nay be attached to a

rear surface [92&9f. A plug may then be removably secured to the

substrate. In a fFigirers stiwsercross-sdutiohal ¥iewsBIB 6f rier donset offBiiectabR! top OF
ot her sui t“?bl mat el i % may be nmachi ned or noul ded with an open cavity,
such that QA'\’/?'P)GF'Q' is accessible fromthe outer surface of the sheet

but not fromits iFigue Ashidwsca crods sectiorcViewd-Cpsfi thé @tle roatriee lof tatytetbp pl aced
within the caéj’('w/ B8 L?s to face the outer surface, and the cavity may

then be fille {nh % 'ransparent noul ding conpound, such as clear liquid
pol yester or acr ylkigurses showsTare underside iview bfa tabblétopduatormorateig afuttheny t hen

be sanded and | i ey | t he surroundin

mteral . To Qa8pleRforddialbicd dtafilld 8 fespiivlaifonhyent on.

reference1ds now Figute & showse aossosgedional vipwdDdnofare connertof tHd tablertap e

preferred enbgdi irathq.cgé the display device. It is to be appreciated that
e grven

t he enbodi nent's™ ar by way of illustration only and the invention
is not to be |ini thkigurbylOtdhewe an3Mdetsidestievapf atahle tap incarpatating adether

embodiment of a display device according to the present invention;
Figure 11 shows a cross sectional view E-E of one corner of the table top
20 shown in Fig. 10;

Figure 12 shows an underside view of a table top incorporating a further
embodiment of a display device according to the present invention,

Figure 13 shows a cross sectional view F-F of one corner of the table top
shown in Fig. 12; and

25 Figure 14 shows a table incorporating four display devices according to
the present invention.

Referring to the drawings, Figs. 1 to 3 show a corner of a table top
incorporating a display device 10 according to the present invention. The table
top includes an opaque member 11 having a utility surface 12 and an opposing

30 surface 13. In the embodiment shown, the opaque member 11 comprises an
upper layer 14 made of a solid surface material, and a substrate 15 made of
particle board or similar material. The upper layer 14 is secured to the
substrate 15 by means of a flexible adhesive so as to allow for differential
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a di splay device according to the present Invention; Figure 2 shows a view

of the und i f the table top of Figure 2; 1 1 AUG / 050806
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a display devpgto %@Qﬁr@ﬂwrgo‘t%thm%d?)ﬁfe%@ﬁtfateﬂﬁvent|on Figure 5 shows an

under si de Vi ew Si Mrglinde ijeh 14ofacb imerhtls: A hfufEt ropﬁmgeaaiug gure 0

shows a cross-sectional” view B- one corner O he tab

in Fig. 4; Figement1éeade of %Pl@@é oséreasnamnhp@wesecomcwhmr@hen@tﬁfwbr of
tabl etop ghoypé '%pegt Qe e‘l'e ﬁtgﬁir B f%sér?ﬂ'}f@g?é] Wﬁg&gd&hﬁ'rﬁﬂeﬁé & thabl et op

incorporating a furf odi ment ice according to the
present i nventPRAT; SUIfQCQ’:iQy’GF d4oeithes Ry beingr @§§|d§@d,ﬂt@ diralatter é\ﬁt@lqbobb}’one

corner of theb&.agbsn&mhe@w m'eanfb@h p&% slférwaeryﬂ@,oﬁmﬁ&fé?ﬁ o.gfbgerS' de

view of a table mcorgoratln nbodi ‘nment pl ay

devi ce accordi ng tAJIgNadwih dhesnec %?l?eﬁ'ﬁm@mWFﬂﬁﬁFréteﬂﬁ hasasouad aperiye

sectional vieyg Eorﬁzdﬁfrlcaﬂkﬁalgﬂéﬂ'ﬁ"th%eét@@e bRIeAt 1PBNd shtaiRMYR rehovhlle 10:
Figure 12 shows an under'si de. vi ew of able top incorporating a further

enbodi mend9of PIH9dOs Jihgyplug{9 @é‘%@o‘?‘%ﬁw 3 Bolding sﬁa%@@mh'qmwmd totheri gure

13 shows a cr ggsst@RF1s Bmbald 8éckavs 2f, 2ene corner of the table top shown

in Fig. 12; and 25 Figure 14 ows a table incoyrpora four
devi ces accor di ng PS¢ the P&&Qeigmrem% Oy Spscreping the h@'d ?g)rfs ngs

TP i s oo e s e o
ronbor 11 havinRertet (1 fherapestdl T and Dald o sk By selasetiing fhe plog To- ThaP 2

15  holding strap 20 is then reinstalled.

The display device 10 provides a convenient means for displaying
printed material within a table top. The spectacle element 17 is fused into'the
upper layer 14 of the table top, thereby eliminating crevices which can collect
dirt and harbour bacteria. The table top incorporating the display device 10 may

20 therefore be suitable for use in food outlet or similar applications where hygiene
is important.

Figs. 4 and 5 show a table top incorporating four display devices 23-26
according to the present invention. One display device 23 is described below
since the other devices 24-26 may be substantially identical.

25 Referring to Figs. 6-7, the table top includes an opaque member 27
having a utility surface 28 and an opposing surface 29. The opaque member 27
comprises an upper layer 30 and a substrate 31. The upper layer 30 is secured
to substrate 31 in any suitable manner and by any suitable means. A built up
edge 32 is formed on the upper layer 30 so as to extend down over the side of

30 substrate 31. Upper layer 30 includes a round spectacle element 33 formed
from a clear or transparent polyester or acrylic resin or the like. The spectacle
element 33 is fused into the surrounding material of upper layer 30 in any
convenient manner and by any suitable means. Substrate 31 includes a
rectangular. aperture 34 substantially aligned with spectacle element 33 and
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transparent pghifips @4 Wherkplu |35¢isﬁﬁs%rt@driiﬁb%rpbﬁbre 3% Khﬁcédé@&tb%ma@ igl ement
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14, either byinsertegd,thipvghyaters @@03§hé39“a§9 Isy ingertest i3 rqﬁesgyt 0 ighivgy 3Bonded
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renovable 10 pl ugrid98 shawsPé Uabld Jop IncdRiofating f@haeeptay devitRkdngp g5rap 20

which is fixed to t substrate 15 by neaps, of  scre use, the
plug 19 is reAeRAEdNG o theseresatigvan %nhgnﬂl‘{‘]ﬁﬂaé’t‘i’%’t? ‘%?F%%bé]ﬂ‘ﬁerm de
of the table. sﬁaeﬂretdtﬁémémam\ﬂhe%nbawsn(awe @b@teﬁﬁaumdaear lnserted Into
t he aperture 18 and heIdlgqp] atg %ﬁe e|n ting the 2

hol di ng stPap 20 iRe/PHBA 1P Eich ¢ e Tigles gnshpedidn fetiben 6 aviuas o
conveni ent egafify baraddl SPhAY | bﬂp‘bsirlgr suwaed 45atmélo®hqm irfdiniber 463 kcime@p. The
spect acl e el eﬁent 17 i s fused i &?1 (ﬁpg @[ er 14 of the tabl

t hereby el i mi KW & Fold apiferm %‘?r such, ag /4 pel CPthWHa'h%Fr i Bgct eria.
The tabl e tophémrafr aatse ﬁﬂerhlbé? 48 ﬁnpluays derecsse 49 foragcd@ing her aticiseofbe
suitable for use in eto Ilctlosmfn S

i mportant. Fi @zereat £\ (f“ § ngp @ 4 '"FHE?S& é’g‘f‘a

devi ces 23526spéstachs félermrttaszt fwmed ﬁs&né cleaventtranspar@rtepcly@wr&y gbeylicce 23

i s described bel ow _si %‘F_ee er d Vi ce 24- 26, ma % ﬁs@a tially
Gent i oal - osraRi B Henier o TR gBectadle SRafTent 525 BTt RbaRtal PR, e
menber 27 havdoegs a9uindl is tiysesllinfoathe saﬂomgamatepamﬂ opaqae nienatser 28. inThe
opaque rrerrbererZ‘Yguigag) ri ses a p er 'k er 30 and a substrate 31. The

upper |ayer 3 @anerta(r} TP any suitabl e manner and by
any suit abl e nmeanskig A10$hbivs uptable top incorporating four display devices 53 to 56

20 according to the present invention. One display device 53 is described below
since the other display devices 54-56 may be substantially identical.
Referring to Fig. 11, the table top includes an opaque member 57 having
a utility surface 58 and opposing surface 59. The opaque member 57 is formed
from a solid uniform material such as the solid surface material described
25 herein. Opaque member 57 includes a horizontally extending slot or cavity 60
formed in its body. The slot or cavity 60 extends from an edge or edges of the
table top towards spectacle element 61 which is formed in a portion of opaque
member 57 that lies above slot or cavity 60. Spectacle element 61 is fused with
the surrounding material of opaque member 57 in any convenient manner and
30 by any suitable means. An Insert 62 is adapted to slide into slot or cavity 60.
The insert 62 may include an article to be displayed (not shown) at least partly
embedded therein. The article to be displayed may be fixed to a surface of
insert 62 that faces spectacle slement 61 or it may be fully encapsulated within
insert 62.
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of 30 substrate 31. Upper l|layer 30 includes a round spectacle el enent 33
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| i ke. The spectac element 33 is fused Into the surro
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qu
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20 Fig. 14 shows a table including a table top 78 into which display

of

elements 79 to 82 each made according to the present invention, have been
incorporated. ‘
Although a preferred embodiment of the invention is described herein in
detail, it will be understood by those skilled in the art that variations may be
25 made thereto without departing from the spirit or scope of the invention.



formed in its body. The slot or cavity 60 extends froman edge or ﬁggngMQQ
the table top towards spectacle elenment 61 which is forned in a portion

of opaque nenber 57 that |ies above slot or cavity 60. Spectacle el enent

61 is fused with the surrounding material of opaque nenber 57 in any
conveni ent manner and 30 by any suitable t&ans. An insert 62 is adapted to
slide into sloknﬂq meavity 60. The insert 62 may include an article to be

di spl ayed (not shown) at |east partly enbedded therein. The article to be
di spl ayed nmay be fixed to a surface of Insert 62 that faces spectacle
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opposi ng surface 69. The opaque nenbe rise
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72. Upper }(g yer, 70 jncludes a_round spect acl | ement

clear or tMansPement ang Ppeans forgietaining said artiele rto de dlawa}'e&beh‘ﬁdaawbet,‘t acl e
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aperture 75 1 5sustaest antlally aligned with the spectacle el enent 74 and
containing a renovable plug 76. An article 77 to be displayed is fixed to
the surface of plug 76 facing spectacle elenent 74. Plug 76 is retained

in aperture 72.by |Aosledding bleiment Ravidg aM’@Utéthﬁade'féﬁﬁedQtlﬁﬁﬂeﬁarﬁ;ﬁﬁéﬁmré"te 71
in any suitabl ebgpapﬁﬁ[y and by any suitable means

tabl e i ncl tdi iy SPAgRe Membar angradaptediferfisglaying elmamcb gidntecesgin each

made accor di ngaidopdteMaRBER saif \¢Riak sl rh@.g cﬂﬁﬁ@ i ncorporated. Al though
a preferred enbodi rrdgr?t of the mvent!onel escried herein in

at least one spectacle element fused with said opaque member at an

interface such that particles of debris, liquids and the like cannot penetrate said
interface between said opaqué member and said spectacle element, said outer

20  surface being substantially uninterrupted at least in the vicinity of said spectacle
element, and means for retaining said article to be displayed behind said at

least one spectacle element to facilitate viewing said article frorﬁ said outer
surface.

25 3. A device according to claim 1 or 2 wherein said artlcle of interest
includes an LCD display screen.

4, A device according to claim 1 or 2 wherein said article of interest
includes backlit prints or slides.

30

5. A device according to any one of the preceding claims wherein said
article of interest includes an advertisement.
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- means for r fng sald article to be displayed behind said .at |east one
spect acl e el enerubsteatésdiehindasaid utilgyvion gutesisyriaee whegein (Sgid elaiging pgans

surface. 25 3. A device acc ing.. ' r | Riohad Withl ddicbe of
i nterest incl udl‘g”aé? i’bﬁa&%{ﬁ&€|"gg""'§&"é§'ﬁwﬁaﬁ %%ﬂgggé'g‘c%lgrﬁ g?(r?’g'] t%ﬁdé?ai m 1
or 2 wherein saighskioheGpectatlel simertsind a priguatieptesbiokre remevablysregeived ijes.
30 5. A device according to any one of the preceding clains wherein said
article of interseiskapeidf®ides an advertisement, 1 1 AM 200k 13 6. A device
accordi ng tqsany one of the preceding clains wherein said

9. A device according to any one of claims 1 to 6 whersin said retaining
means includes a siot or cavity formed in said opaque member and extending
from an edge of said device, said slot or cavity being substantially aligned with
said at least one spectacle element, and an insert adapted to be remoyably

20 received in said slot or cavity.

10. A device according to any one of claims 1 to 6 including a substrate
behind said utility or outer surface wherein said utility or outer surface is
arranged to lift off said substrate.

25
11. A device according to any one of the preceding claims wherein the or

each spectacle element is moulded with said opaque member.

12. A device according to any one of claims 1 to 10 wherein the or each
30 spectacle element is bonded with said opaque member by means of an acrylic,
polyester, or other suitable jointing compound.

43. A device according to any one of the preceding claims wherein said
opaque member includes a solid surface material as defined herein,



~retaining neans includes neans for renovably retaining said articlie{oAUG 2004
Interest. 7. A'device according to any one of the preceding clains
including a substrate behind said utility or outer surface wherein said
retaining neans includes an aperture in i d substrate substantially
aligned with said at | east one Spectacle elenent and a plug adapted to be
renovably received in said aperture, 10 8. A device according to any one

of clai 1 to 6 includi d | : ' ' Pt
of outer surf acthiheh HeNCe AOTINGEID AyG O o, B TRERIRERERS Mlefeh therbt 11 1Y
sal d upper subSLLg) s e ABiAlis suBkthiRfy rewtdrguianbrscuire.| cast. one

ap

spect acl e el ene a ug adapted to be renovably received in said
aperture. 15 9. ' A device according to any one of clains 1 to ra wherein

said retaining ans [nheclu 0 Y iclaimd ariged Whefin theopa@ach
menber and e§tef\g1'engli defvf%#gﬁrdgng;{g %)?)pég‘?? gevi.qe, said slot or cavity
bei ng subst ant i ghétadié ielpneemnt isi substastially raund oHaultigdrd. spect acl e el ement,  and
an insert adapted to be renovably 20 received in said slot or cavity. 10.

A devi ce according to any one of clains 1 to 6 including a substrate
behind sai d uti 5ty RimdHbebf d4idtpanartieiot Mercsl inaidebicy such aasdabiew f ace
is arranged to'Tift off salrd substrate. 25 1&, A devi ce aciogg%ér:%‘%gstany
one of the precedintgr opabheladding elpmephlaving @ ¥ %og?j.ﬁgrt%iage ? S

nmoul ded with said.o ' tRodaciuding thie stepsai:
claims | tol90 mﬁ'ﬁ%ﬂ!‘l?ﬁgﬁ%&[g&é&%‘@ @g?gc‘é’t&ﬁg?@qﬁ enment, i?&gnd%vﬂh
sai d opaque menber byrovieingsat téastonespectaals elementant said agicledphe displayedy) e

jointing conpound. 13., A device accordin I B

cl ai n5 wherein said fU&B‘Sqi?@/ e F{?meggggﬂgg@gqﬁﬁgﬁ'ﬁ?gg@ ﬁaﬁri arf&gs
defined herein, (4 that\fanRidloflibod diquiisiend the Ikecmandohpenesratensheoinéertiacet he
preceding clainms wherein the or each spectacl | e | Sa tdadd v
rectangul ar or $etween said 0pague 'Bé(ﬂg%a é@Pd‘Pﬁé‘aﬁS eé\neﬁﬁénghga@#mcisal rgslﬁlir to
13 wherein the or ~ ] fHIERIpted ableast inthe aicinityraf waitl atrleast
mul tisi ded. 196. sﬂﬁﬁ@fﬁ%‘&ﬁ%ﬁﬁg?gﬂﬁ%ﬂnng anp article of interest in a device
such as a tabl e ope spectacle element; an

retaining said article of interest behind said at least one spectacle
element to facilitate viewing said article from said utility or outer surface.

20 17. A method according to claim 16 wherein said article of interest includes
an LCD display screen,

18. A method according to claim 16 wherein said article of interest includes
backlit prints or slides.

25 |
19. A method according to claim 16, 17 or 18 wherein said article of interest

includes an advertisement.

20. A method according to any one of claims 16 to 19 wherein said step of
30 retaining includes removably retaining said article of interest,

21. A method according to any one of claims 16 to 19 wherein said device
includes a substrate behind said utility or outer surface and said step of
retaining includes providing an aperture in said substrate substantially aligned



counter top, or cladding elenent having a utility or outer surface1erAgg 2004
at least 10 partly froma substantially opaque nenber, said nethod

including the steps of: providing at |east one spectacle elenment and said
article to be displayed; fusing said speiéacle el ement with said opaque
menber at an interface such that particles?of food, liquids and the |ike

cannot penet r at with bsidi aitieast ane sparticegBme, dn@wwmaéarngadﬁ@ugﬁi $hid
spectacle elenent, said utility or outer 15 surface being substantially

uninterrupted aPEWERt in the vicinity of said at |east one spectacle

el ement; and retaining said article of interest behind said at |east one
spectacle elenent to facilitate viewing said article fromsaid utility or
outer surface. 2 1A Methas arsardingcloratiyrunetof otdimas 6116 Wehwherein said devicé i cl e

of interest dnc i creen., 25 A et hod accoyding to
claim 16 V\,hedr ei'hagi%du%r:ag& éoq%e?%@@fegaeﬁpﬂépm.é@ty %é’g%ris{"gﬁ?q ?ﬂés"dﬁ
slides. 19. A rst¢praif setainingi inglutes Previding Gan hpeirelh WARF @pPers 3LBstakd | Cl e
of interest incl u%aﬁ fn adv‘gr\@kse nt. 20. A nmethod according to any one
of clains 16 t SubstaRfidpepligned withsaid atpast aie spestaglerfjempnl, @ad Jemevaiabl v
retaining said |gédtinglaepl@d inl sHEaRstrell. A nethod according to any one of
clainms 16 to 19 wherein said device includes a substrate behind said

utility or outer surface and said step of retaining includes providing an

e € Age iz, S URSHERDR SRlalngth Al ol BF LANRTHE o 10W AR SalPyed bl "

said at | east one spectacl renovar ocating a

apga(rj t gr e. 22. Sﬁemnmth&ldebme@gla)sMpr oaréty?h staldad)pbaq#_éﬁnemb_éﬁemml‘l@ n
at er “sur f ace. &t 3008 BERAL 1 oPHEKeid AT b BRET pRRG SibatePlelyAbered ! o1 ¢

sai d upper subsfithadatd atldast ené ispédtaciabiegient ad! fensovhBlyabcatiRgdn RB&t in
spect acl e el eneng Iqi&nd repovably locating a plug in said aperture. 10 23

A et hod accor&la\ﬁrgs &' &AYYone of clainms 16 to 19 wherein said step of
retaining iqgcludes providing a slot or cavity in said opaqgue nenber

extending froman edge of said top or panel, said slot or cavity being
substanti al |y #fi grRdietipd Aceoiding ig amears olslaimspttoaty inchidinges subsiiate

removably | ocakidichedbehititRiaid bfhque member such that said opaque member can lift off
said substrate, ‘

20 25. A method according to any one of claims 16 to 24 wherein said step of
fusing includes moulding the or each spectacle element with said opaque
member.

26, A method according to any one of claims 16 to 24 wherein said step of
25 fusing includes bonding the or each spectacle element with said opaque
member by means of an acrylic, polyester or other suitable jointing compound.

27. A method according to any one of claims 16 to 26 wherein said opaque
member includes a solid surface material as defined herein.

30
28. A method according to any one of claims 16 to 27 wherein the or each
spectacle element is substantially rectangular or square.



said slot or cavity. 15 24. A method according to any one of claims] 16 AU6 2004
19 including a substrate fastened behind -said opague nenber such that

sai d opaque nenber can |ift off said substrate. 20 25. A nethod according

to any one of clains 16 to 24 wherein sai? step of fusing includes

nmoul di ng the or each spectacle elenment w % sai d opaque nenber. 26. A

met hod accor di g, t 0 Aapetideacebrdinigaionanyldne of daimetidrteid? wherginstheprasach2s

fusing includes bonding the or each, spectacle el nt with said opaque
nenber by nean$psftagle GW!‘ti'%‘?”ti%'}l}'éif@““aPr B\“ﬁ@\%ggui tabl e jointing
conpound. 27. A nethod according to any one of clains 16 to 26 wherein

sai d opaque nenber includes a solid surface material as defined herein.
30 28. A net hodtaccdv methpdtascandingataearyrong oficiaims 46te 28 wWhireip P!UE&WE/ %r
each spectacle elenent,| ubs | | r GrfReC eQUG
2004 16" 505 ASHECiEl Blenn %ggﬁ%gg%b%%%géf Bty G ofer Stftiecin & el
or each spect a‘fdngngl enent is substantially round.or nultisided. 30. A
met hod according to any one of clains 16 to 29 wherein a plurality of
spectacle elenents is spread around the utility or outer surface in a

fixed pattem Zl. oNhylsheadT\ciane 16fto Q0aiinereihta plarshgy of
wherein a plura i'tyﬁo?rﬁemyggacct%g@ﬁagdtgl er¥e.nt s is spread arou nd the utility

or outer surfacspeciacke elemeots isispread awund the Utity g ol rfage I GatAnAgMat

| east one article or object of interest in a substantially opaqgue nenber
such as a t%hl eoaae"bounter top, or cladding element, said method
"including: 15 providing a spectacle elenent; placing the spectacle

el udi ng a spectacl e Lo P e spectacl &
opadue. o er 1 al 3.cuh Aok obplsptnGepiclrst oft s, B2 S o1 IRl 1T
such that said o panfitialyTepile homisbicnas & tableirur ndoantanpiverl oatcladsing i n

the vicinity of said 20 spectacle elenent and said article or object is
abl e to be vi evaleémentosaidanethod including: :
15 providing a spectacle element;

placing the spectacle element in an open mould;
filling the mould with a moulding mix of an opaque material;
curing the opaque material to form said opaque member such that said
opaque member is substantially uninterrupted at least in the vicinity of said
20 spectacle element and said article or object is able to be viewed from said

opaque member.

33. A method according to claim 32 wherein said step of curing includes
fusing said spectacle element with said opaque material at an interface such
25  that particles of food, liquids and the like cannot penetrate sai\‘d interface.

34. A method according to claim 33 including placing said article or object

behind said spectacle element such that said spectacle element protects said

article or object from contact with said particles of focd, liquids and the like
30 placed on or against said opaqUe member.

35. A method according to claim 32, 33 or 34 wherein said article or object is
held within a cavity behind said spectacle element.



-opaque -nenber. 33. A nethod according to claim 32 wherein said step 'c1f G 2004
curing includes fusing said spectacle elenent with said opagque matlari ép

at an interface such 25 that particles of food, liquids and the |ike

cannot penetrate said interface. 34, A nethod according to claim 33

i ncluding placing said article or object 1Mehind said spectacle el ement

such that sai d3gpecAanétRo®bethdlhg Rf&éif‘rf %23 |3§2dr§mﬁ{e§; i :Sgiﬁgﬂiégjoggéieét&g on or

contact with sajd partjcles of food,

agai nst sai d opRGee2aiABian inow suffaceohwmil specticlt elgmient. | ai m 32, 33 or 34
wherein said article or object is held within a cavity behind said :
spectacle elenent. 1 1 AUG 2004 17 36. A nethod according to claim 32, 33

or 34 wherein 3ai d Aameithiddeactordiny ©Cinyioh p,?iamag e ur f ace
of said sp tacll e eLerrent. é?m,tg met Kodeggglgr I ng to@ﬁ?@@néﬁ%gseﬁ%% 32
to 36 wherel n SEMENLISSLUQNded by aberderaf coptrasting euaterial, by a bor der of
contrasting material. 38. A nethod according to claim37 wherein said
border material is of a different shape to said spectacle elenent. 10 39.

ot 00" SR ik 8 o0 SHEA TR T o3 Shoae PEBARLIEFH, .Y
said opaque ne rer cg:ﬁ)glt?F§|8§F’?a§é{P8%§lﬂ5§trate. 40. A net hod of

di splaying an article of interest in a substantially opaque 15 nenber
such as a1babl or ,C utrﬁtﬁr tora., r cladding elenent, said nethod

i ncl udi ng:1%r SVt di ﬁdﬁﬁ OH 8&¢0 'F‘Qghﬂ@romof s @6ctq 38 including atechamiedliyni ng
an aperture i fadlening assUbstar t8fa Ral dufdlRe ; coand fitti and

fusi ng a spect acl eﬁgl ement wi thi %%"t-ﬁ'é nacélﬁér%réddggétﬁ'lﬁt'm&%%é\*c"‘ g’%‘ﬁﬁ'ﬁt t he
top surface ofP3gyeimember can lifheffisaidisobstratet anti al |y uninterrupted at | east

inthe vicinity of said spectacle elenent and placing said article behind
said spectacle elenent such that said article may be viewed fromsaid top

surface. 41. AOdevAdeethod ofidisplayirignan artios bf fhéresf in @%P%htiégb@%géi ally
as herei ”1525"%%?33%9 ¥g th ﬁf erence to one or nore of the acco nyl ng
drawi ngs. 42. Kod of” di tgb aYfi ARpPMael 1apy jok | dkadgings elemend) sgid amethedei n
descri bed wi tincludimger ence to one or nore of the acconpanying draw ngs. 30
providing a sheet or panel of said opaque material;
machining an aperture in a top surface of said sheet or panel; and
fitting and fusing a spectacle element within the machined aperture such
20  that the top surface of said sheet or panel is substantially uninterrupted at least
in the vicinity of said spectacie element and placing said article behind said
spectacle element such that said article may be viewed from said top surface.

41. A device for displaying an article of interest substantially as herein
25  described with reference to one or more of the accompanying drawings.

42. A method of displaying an article substantially as herein described with
reference to one or more of the accompanying drawings.

30





