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(57) Abstract: A network node that includes at least one processor, at
least one memory, and at least one network interface. The network node
is configured to be within a plurality of network nodes communicative-
ly coupled in a peer-to-peer network of network nodes implementing
a distributed ledger. The network node is communicatively coupled to
at least one remotely located computing device through the at least one
network interface. The at least one processor is configured to deploy a
child smart contract, which is a subsequent version of a parent smart
contract, on the distributed ledger. The at least one processor is also
configured to set an upgraded address field in the parent smart contract
to point to an address of the child smart contract. The parent smart con-
tract remains deployed after the child smart contract is deployed.
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