A postage nmeter has a neter section powered by house current in nornal
operation, but which requires auxiliary power source batteries (30, 31)
while in transit. A circuit is provide which, in connection with a stored
program tests the auxiliary power source prior to the perlod away From

t he house current power, thus providing a warning rf-the: - -H—aﬁ ower
‘s unlikely to sustain the device for the duration F\t\hé perrod way
jfrom house current power. The test circuit applies altest I pad’. (_33)_1

“approximating the | oad of the neter section to be powered. A loop in the

programof a CPU (70) determines the peripd.of.tine during which the test
load is applied to the batteries and the rr“a‘****voltage conparat or (53)

assures that the battery 28NS METER (WAe RESHARGENRLE | RORBYHLE YcOTmih._imitt he range
of usable voltage therefromto assure successful operation of the postage

meter section during resetti ngAagOS;:;% past rgffiq,gteﬁsp&%nqjot,g% gy tch
(36) for use by a postal worker can be closed only when a postal worker
unl ocks an  assdtiuge erFtk in PRI ldenaraion, ki viigh reguifer Fuxdhiahe |
batteries to the RLerGl&ctianes i heudipg, d R routine .detects
this and causes tﬁ CPU to provide an ‘out put] toﬁatggs%ttchl g P ansi Erpiie
t hat continues t o/hdapplip ddneechirt [Yiibh ya ptawed prbgrant; Meesbs ithe quxt braral

necessary for resetwtl ngurce prior to the period away from the house current

power, thus providing a warning if the auxiliary power is

unlikely to sustain the device for the duration of the pericd

away from house current power. The test circuit applies a test
load (33, apprnximating the lcad of the meter section tn be puwered.
A loop in the program of a CPU {70) determines the period of time
during which the test load is applied to the batteries and then a
Qoltage comparator (53} assures that the batterv output voltage is
sufficieﬁtly high in the range of usable voltage therefrom to
assure successful operation of the postage meter section during
resetting at the post office. A post office switch ({36) for -use by a
postal worker can be closed only when a postal workef unlocks an
associated lock. This delivers auxiliary power from the

batteries to the meter electronics including the CPU. A routine
detects this and causes the CPU to provide an cutput to a

switching transistor that continues to supply the auxiliary power

for the brief interval necessary for resetting.
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