
ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE  DEVICE HAVING A CONDUCTIVE LIGHT ABSORBING MASK
AND METHOD FOR  FABRICATING SAME  A system and method for an optical
component that masks non-active portions of a  display and provides an
electrical path for one or more display circuits. In one embodiment an
optical device includes a substrate, a plurality of optical elements on the
substrate, each optical  element having an optical characteristic which
changes in response to a voltage applied to the  optical element, and a
light-absorbing, electrically-conductive optical mask disposed on the
substrate and offset from the plurality of optical elements, the optical
mask electrically coupled to  one or more of the optical elements to provide
one or more electrical paths for application of voltages to the one or more
optical elements. In another embodiment a method of providing an  electrical
signal to a plurality of optical elements of a display comprises
electrically coupling an  electrically-conductive light-absorbing mask to
one or more optical elements, and applying a  voltage to the mask to
activate the one or more optical elements.  


