ABSTRACT OF THE DI SCLOSURE DEVI CE HAVI NG A CONDUCTI VE LI GHT ABSORBI NG MASK
AND METHOD FOR FABRI CATI NG SAME A system and nethod for an optical
conponent that masks non-active portions of a display and provides an

el ectrical path for one or nore display circuits. In one enbodi nent an
optical device includes a substrate, a plurality of optical elenents on the
substrate, each optical elenent having an optical characteristic which
changes in response to a voltage applied to the optical elenent, and a

| i ght -absorbing, electrically-conductive optical mask di sposed on the
substrate and of fset from t heARSTRACT OF THE BISCLOAIURE| enent s, the optica
mask el ectrically coupled to one or nore of the optical elenents to provide
one or nor e DEVECE HAdéINGp@CWHQQTI&EﬂﬂGHEtAHﬁQP&INGd‘{m&Sé‘sN]? METHORRR@Ror nore
optical elements. In another enbg gPﬁﬁﬂgTﬁq 4iipd of providing an el ectrical
signal to a plurality of optical enents a display conprises
electrically coupling an electrically-conductive |ight-absorbing mask to
one or nore opti dalysian ememethod fondn aptisal/component thal Masle norpactivreparick of @

activate t h@lsﬁfiveang rdmgseanoe@éclrﬁﬁlpatﬂ &R0 bSmore display circuits. In one embodiment an
5  optical device includes a substrate, a plurality of optical elements on the substrate, each optical

element having an optical characteristic which changes in response to a voltage applied to the

optical element, and a light-absorbing, electrically-conductive optical mask disposed on the

substrate and offset from the plurality of optical elements, the optical mask electrically coupled to

one or more of the optical elements to provide one or more electrical paths for application of

10  voltages to the one or more optical elements. In another embodiment a method of providing an

electrical signal to a plurality of optical elements of a display comprises electrically coupling an
electrically-conductive light-absorbing mask to one or more optical elements, and applying a

voltage to the mask to activate the one or more optical elements.
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