
An apparatus for graphically displaying a hierarchical structure which  has
a data structure analysis unit (31) which reads and analyzes data on the
hierarachical structure of a device or function corresponding to a branch
point, relay point or node, a node arrangement arithmetic unit (32) which
arranges nodes in a layer under one node on one ellipse and arranges nodes
in a lower layer on one ellipse which is larger than the former one and
concentric with the former one in accordance with the analysis results of
the data structure analysis unit (31), a link wiring arithmetic unit 



(33) which calculates a link wiring showing the connection relations
between the nodes in accordance with the analysis results of the data
structure analysis unit (31) and the node arrangement positions of the node
arrangement arithmetic unit (32), and a picture generating unit (34) which
generates a picture to be outputted to a display part by using the
calculation results of the node arrangement arithmetic unit (32) and the
link wiring arithmetic unit (33).    


