
Absorbent polymeric macrostructures (52) that are porous and comprise an
interparticle crosslinked aggregate having a circumscribed dry volume
greater than about 10.0 mm[err]. The interparticle crosslinked aggregate
comprises a multiplicity of precursor particles of substantially
water-insoluble, absorbent, hydrogel- forming, polymer material; and an
interparticle crosslinking agent reacted with the polymer material for the
precursor particles to form crosslink bonds between the precursor
particles. Because of the particulate nature of the precursor particles,
the macrostructure (52) has pores between adjacent precursor particles. The
pores are interconnected by intercommunicating channels such that the
macrostructure is liquid permeable.    


