
Title: DOSAGE FORMS AND COMPOSITIONS FOR OSMOTIC DELIVERY OF VARIABLE
DOSAGES OF  OXYCODONE       [err]     



Abstract: Dosage forms, compositions and methods for the controlled release
of oxycodone over a prolonged period of time are described. The present
invention discloses a novel means for delivering varying doses of oxycodone
using a drug composition  having only oxycodone, a polymer carrier and
varying amounts of salt to provide a particular viscosity of the hydrated
drug core  for delivery of the drug at the desired release rate. The
present invention functions by modulating the viscosity of the hydrated
drug  layer in operation by the addition or reduction of salts in the drug
composition. The system is independent of solubility enhancers  or pH
modifiers. The sustained release dosage forms provide therapeutically
effective average steady-state plasma oxycodone con- centrations when
administered once per day.  


