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I nvention is directed to a di sposable absorbent article) and particularly a
sanitary napkin, having a flexure-resistant deformati on el enent, the
deformati on el enment having a body facing surface which has a convex upward
configuration when the sanitary napkin is worn. Primarily w thout relying
on |l ateral conpressive forces of the wearer's |labia, the deformation

el enent of the present invention rel#®8s on the lateral co ' mm‘m“ces
of the wearer's thighs in order to Bhn orﬁwtgi n a conmmmm
configuration when the sani tarQBr%R)'& L2 LEn a pref erreq,gghodi ment ,
the deformation el enent has a flexure neans, and particularly a

| ongi tudi nal Iy extendi ng fl exur ' or 4| cing the body facing
surface of the deformation el engﬁ?’h{%?ﬁabe nggﬁvex upward configuration
when the sanitary napkin is worn. In an alternatively preferred enbodi nent,

the deformation el enent has a centr gl having a "W shaped
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cross-section wherein the body faci of the defornmation el ement
havi ng the convex upward configuration is |ocated in the central region,
general |y symmatqd GaddsenPeintRipitidnas! Qtsidtedi 8! aSufhaids apki n.
I n anot her al ternatc‘ig‘*/el y preferred gnbodi ment, the def orrrgetsiég%ogpg‘r‘rgnt has

a cup- shapdttitleont ?odi oP2stgulrnlYck 3 egisdRIREYI n3PKBRYexhaingr d 2
confi gur ed flexdy ef Pesis@NIUT defopmation defemiertl,i Othe! afEfoimaByn beelamert dabl e
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6Ti mes Newdrfonmation | eementrof\cheh presentrinvensdionDoeligened the lateral
compressive forces of the wearer's thighs in order to form or
maintain a convex upward configuration when the sanitary napkin is
worn, (n a preferred embodiment, the deformation element has a
flexure means, and particularly a longitudinally extending flexure
hinge, for inducing the body facing surface of the deformation
element to have a convex upward configuration when the sanitary
napkin is worn. In an alternatively preferred embodiment, the
deformation element has a central region having a "W" shaped
cross-section wherein the body facing surface of the deformation
element having the convex upward configuration is located in the
central reglon, generally symmetrically between the longitudinal side
edges of the napkin, In another alternatively preferred
embodiment, the deformation element has a cup-shaped front region
and a back region having a convex upward configured body facing
surface. The deformation element may be a moldable substance
such as a foam, it may be reformable and/or it may be resilient.
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