
; e3ebPb 6TP  METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR CONTROLLING A COOLING FAN WITHIN A
COMPUTER SYSTEM Abstract of the Disclosure 5 A method and system of
controlling a cooling fan of a computer system including a power supply
unit. The method includes sensing a power load of the power supply unit. A
reference air temperature of the computer system is also sensed. Finally, a
fan setting is determined based upon the sensed power load and the sensed
reference air temperature. By basing the fan setting on both 10 reference
temperature and actual power supply load, the method and system effectively
minimizes cooling fan operation, and thus resulting acoustic noise, when a
computer system is operating at less than full capacity. In one preferred
embodiment, a look-up table is provided in which a plurality of fan
settings are included, each fan setting being based upon a correlation of
power supply load 15 and reference temperature. The method and system of
the present invention is particularly useful with high-end, server-type
computer systems being used for low-end applications, and is readily
applied to multiple platforms. (Fig. 3) 19 .AUs2KfV_b]ca]ca]ca
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