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ABSTRACT The present invention has an object to
provide a nethod for separating and purifying a PHA
wi t hout causing a serious decrease of the nol ecul ar
wei ght to obtain a highly pure PHA in a high yield,
whi ch conprises efficiently renoving cell conponents
ot her than PHA particles fromsa cultured

PHA- cont ai ni ng mi crobial cell. Another object of the
present invention is to provide a nethod for obtaining
an aggl onerate of PHA particles. The nethod for
recovering a PHA accordi ngakeTkhRer present invention
is a nethod which conprises efficiently disrupting a
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%%’ o invention is a method which comprises efficiently
disrupting a cell to recover the PHA by carrying out a
physical disruption treatment and an alkali addition at low
temperature for an aqueous suspension of the PHA-containing
microbial cell, and then treating the PHA with an enzyme
and/or a surfactant. Moreover, the particle diameter of
the PHA may be enlarged by suspending the PHA in a
hydrophilic solvent and/or water, and stirring at a _
temperature equal to or below the boiling point of said
suspension, to agglomerate said PHA.



