;e3et.:<6rT|U28 Ayril, 2004 1 DESCRI PTI ON DI STRI BUTI NG METHOD 5 Techni cal

Field The present invention relates to a nethod for Sgdgrlyooan contents
a par

t hrough a network. Background Art 10 Conventionally, 0 he contents
of film etc. and i mages whose quality is sonmewhat reduced are distributed
t hrough a network such as Internet, etc. in advertising and ot her
activities. The contents of high-quality commercial inmages 15 (for exanple,
of novies, etc. formed by digital inmages ofl the quality as high as, or

hi gher than, novie filns, and the like) are distributed as a digital signal
to a specific contract novie theater for show ng. The running period of
~novies in each 20 theater is independently set by each theater within the
contract term between the film providg movi e theater. However,
the above nentioned digital imge is distributed using a digital signal
instead of the 25 filmitself to a novie theater. Therefore, there 28
April) 2004 2 has been the problemthat film cannot be provided for a

| arger nunber of DESTRIBUTINGeMEDHED| e price without infringing existing
commer ci al domains. The present invention has been devel oped to 5 solve the
above nentioned problens, and ains at providing an opportunity of enjoying
contents for a larger nunber of users by distributing the contents while

. mai nt ai ni ng%t he ofeehnbeal hBieddnerci al domai ns of the existing novie
theaters, etc. :
The present invention relates to a method for

distributing contents through a network.

Background Art
10 Conventionally, a part of the contents of film,
etc. and images whose quality is somewhat reduced
are distributed through a network such as Internet,
etc. in édvertising and other activities.
The contents of higthuality commercial images
15 (for ekample, of movies, etc. formed by digital
images of the quality as high as, or higher than,
movie films, and the 1like) are distributed as a
digital signal to a specific contract movie theater
for showing. The running period of movies in each
20 theater is independently set by each theater within
the contract term between the film provider and
‘each movie theater. |
However, the above mentioned digital image is
distributed using a digital signal instead of the

25 film itself to a movie theater. Therefore, there



10 Di scl osure of Invention The present invention is based on the

distributing systemin which a server for di stributigg@rgoab@m, etc., a
termnal of a user, 15 and a terminal of a novie provider ar€e connected

wi th one another through a network, and the server distributes the contents
to the termnal of the user through the network. To solve the above

menti oned problens, 20 according to the first aspect of the present

i nvention, the server conprises a record uﬁit, a determnation unit, and a
di stribution unit. The record unit records the place for show ng the
contents and the place as a distribution 25 destination. The determ nation
uni t determ nes 28 Aril, 2004 3 whether or not the contents are to be

di stributed basethasn béen pkaee gxsbEdmwehgtt I monegnhstand theoplasg as a
di stribution destination of the contents. The distribution unit distributes
the contents to Foarhe dlatgébunuobedesifi naséon haésed raaddmisies eppisati on
result by the determ nation unit. For exanple, the determ nation unit
conpares the pl a¥d theutsHoiirigiaing contsntng viomme heial ademasna.
distribution destination of the contents, and 10 determ nes that the
contents is not to be di'é rPBEEEATWHEN aHelenr ehaso bR h delve lgipesk tor

showi ng t he. cont ent,s belgngs ﬁnd the area to which the place as a
distributioh destiHMS ofifel BRGESsAFRFIOREHr REARYSHTred hdRLMsN, 2k or
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while maintaining the order of the commercial
dbmains of the existing mbvie theaters, etc.

10
Disclesure of Invention

The - present invention is based on the
distributing system in which a server for
distributing a gontent, etc., a terminal of a user,

15 and a terminal of a movie provider are connected
with one another through a network, and the server
distributes the contents to the terminal of the
user through thé network.

To solve the above mentioned probléms,

20 according to the first aspect of the present
invention, the server comprises ‘a record unit, a
determination unit, and a distribution unit. The
record uniﬁ records the place for showing the

contents and the place as a distribution

25 destination. The determination unit determines



Wth the above nentioned configuration, the server can further include a

fee setting unit for setting the distribution fee fnggﬁg?ggobﬂnts, and can
be designed to set the distribution fee based 25 on the place for show ng

the contents and the pl ace 28 Ayril, 2004 4 as a distribution destination
of the contents when the determi nation unit determ nes that the contents
are to be distributed. For exanple, the fe% setting unit can set the
distribution fee sequentially from5 the hilghest fee to the | owest fee
dependi ng on the distance between the place for show ng the contents and
the place as a distribution destination of the contents, or the tine
required to travel fromone place to another. 10 The fee setting unit can
~be configured towetthedi strirnit | the f eenttasdd omré heoshon agsstobeted
contents, for exanple, going to be shown in the near future, currently
bei ng shown, or MBS eonphet pdacke ftomowhoyinkp thw demterets i mgd ubhe can
~also be configured to set a distribution fee based on the information about
a user, for exanplC8 hdsi Af GiskLiibNting dastigatian (9% Usercostenhter or
'younger than a pr detgrnine the infaormation indicating that 20 the

I

: age,
user deserves a hSta ﬁiﬂ%ﬂ?n%ﬁcﬂlﬁm§%ﬂQRQﬁbEPPo§Qﬂﬁqn%%nt§e
configured to us en,distrihuting contents to the termnals of users, a
strean1dist%ibutﬁ%§¥ﬂetﬂgé§5%b8ﬁf83tti Ssg&ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁP\MﬂWQF eveP®i ngthfe

cont ent s 110m Deld: 2SS | Pedbi {65 ERE aBkeLAEHEEER R8T DUti ng

For example, the determination unit compares
the place for showing the contents with the place
as a distribution destination of the contents, and

10 determines that the <contents is not to be
distributed when the area to which the place for
showing the contents belongs and the area to which
the place as a distribution destination belongs
satisfy a predetermined condition, for example,

15 . when they belong to the same area.

Thus, users can be provided with an
opportunity of enjoying the contents with the
distribution of the contents suppressed when the
distribution can disturb the commercial domains of

20 an existing movie theaters, etc.

With the above mentioned configuration, the
server can further include a fee setting unit for
setting the distribution fee for the contents, and
can be designed to set the distribution fee based

25 on the place for showing the contents and the place




met hod of storing contents in the termnals of the users while preventing

the contents from being copied to other termnals t

ha® aldael, bOOA nal s whi ch

have stored the contents, a distributing nethod of 5 allowm ng contents to
be output only once per distributing process, etc. Furthernore, the above
menti oned problens can al so be sol ved by the nmethod including the

progression of the processes performed by
present invention.

ach 10 configuration of the
A conput er -readabl e storage nedi um storing a program

used to direct a. conputer to control the same functions as those perforned
by each configuration of the present invention, and a 15 program product

also relate to the present invention. The above nentioned problens can al so
be solved by al | @8 iy dhetpibytaansidasdirat itdre sf othge gmidits etigent 0 be

read and executed by the conputer.
shows the confi g4t i

invention; 25 FIG 2.is a flowhart for explanation of the 28 April.

6 operation accoPdendc &% K Hriedpted nydint @xammle, the fed|sekhing (1)

for explanation of .the detail ed operatiqns according to the present
Rt 85y 2

i nvention; 5 FlI GU4 Y £3D 19w

P

operations §CCOVQH¥JH{§ﬁé§EpfgéeQ%'éﬂg”ﬁéﬁg@t fee depending on the

10

15

20

25

distance between the place for showing the contents
and the place as a distribution destination of the
contents, or the time required to travel ffom one
place to another.

The fee setting unit can be configured to set
a distribution fee based on the showing state of
contents, for example, going to be shown in the
near future, currently being shown, or having
completed the showing.

The fee setting unit can also be configured to
set a distribution fee based on the information
about a user, for example, the information
indicating that the user is older or younger than a
predetermined age, the information indicating that
the user deserves a complimentary event, etc.

The distribution unitrcan be configured to use,
when distributing cohtents to the terminals of
users, a stream distributing method of outputting
contents while preventing the contents from being

stored in the terminal of the users, a distributing

MEdRp £9% ISHAWINE Il et Bremd

_ 20 Brief Description of Drawings FIG 1
dategminat Rt vnbbt degespinem abedr dilmg tontémtpresent

2004



FIG 5 is a flowhart (3) for explanation of the detailed operations
according to the present LOinvention; FIG 6 is a fhgughay ool for
expl anation of the detail ed operations according to € present invention;
FIG 7 shows an exanple of the data structure 15 of a novie theater

| ocation master; FIG 8 shows an exanple of the data structure of a film
master: FIG 9 shows an exanple of the data structure of a nenber
information master; 20 FIG 10 shows an exahple of the data structure of a
showi ng novie theater master; FIG 11 shows an exanple of the data

structure of a special nenber master; FIG 12 shows the configuration of a
conputer; 25 and 28 April, 2004 7 FIG 13 is an explanatory view of

| oading a progr amétitb@abs IgHd: id WEBAE St s Begt t!létédetéﬂﬁidgagﬁ y ggt t the

I nvention 5 The enbodi nents of the present invention are descril 3Iom1by
referring to the at¢nshedhillew pgévert Gngl shewscbheereal i gurati gRiaf the

di stributing systemaccording to the present invention. As shown in FIG 1
a server 11is copied to other terminals than the terminals which
have stored the contents, a distributing method of
5 | allowing contents to be output oenly once per
distributing process, etc.

Furthermore, the above mentioned problems can
also be solved by the method including the
progression of the processes performed by each

10 confiquration of the present invention.

A computer-readable storage medium storing a
program used to¢ direct a computer to control the
same functions as those performed by each
configuration of the present invention, and a

15 program product also relate to the present
invention. The above mentioned problems can alsc be
solved by allowing the program stored on the
storage medium, etc. to be read and executed by the
‘computer. |

20
Brief Description of Dﬁawings

FIG. 1 shows the configuration of the
distributing system according to the present

invention;

25 FIG. 2 is a flowchart for explanation of the



10 connected to a termnal 10 of a film provider through a network 9.
Simlarly, the server 1 is connected to a term nal 23gafprt, 2004 (Client,
menber) through a network 22. The network 22 is a netmork such as Internet,
15 etc. A user is connected to the server 1 through the network 22 using
the termnal 23 to enjoy the distributed contents. The network 9 is a
network such as Internet, etc. Afilmprovi.déer is connected to the server 1
20 through the network 9 using the term nall 10 to record and update vari ous
information (filmtitle, informati on about a novie theater, etc.) in a
master. For exanple, the filmprovider operates the termnal 10 to record
the information such as the 25 contents of film etc., newy received
contents, 28 Awvperati@iv sddelipussidl the prreswnt einveit Lo ents, etc. in
each master, update the information, etc. The server 1 obtains information
~about contents fromth&IG.| @ ptoviadeflawotmmh (he fetwerdpmrhtiand of
distributes the contents, for exanple, film etc. to the termnal of the
user through thethé weekaz2edThepesatiens crgeidias aka npbe uptes@t an
output unit 3, a.,showing novie theater master 4, a novie theater |ocation
master S, a fil md: .7 10 a.nmenber information master 7, a speci al

menber mastgr 8, a rec jon, unit 11,  a master reference ynit 12, a _
deternmination unit 13, %gtc‘f.'eezl s&Pt iangﬂtﬁﬂccr?al@t &élh ofi SXRIARIGPURE 15.

The show ng novi gtheg . te t é fitle of filmon view the
running term etc. as %géégggte%péfgﬁgéggnfﬁgﬁﬁkﬁﬁ%r%ftlE;elog?e%%%Fanie
theater |ocation jiR&lfRlion;Stores the location, the non-distributable area

- etc. as associated with a novie theater (FIG 7). The filmmster 6 stores

20 the distribution temnG.th® nama of 1wy N3 NDY¥LE fé&giiaq{atit&}? dee for
each area, age, etc. as associated with a filmtitle (FI 8). The nenber

i nformati on nast &he7 detrédetheoparetiaddr esscording gardetheet Sreéne
menber as associated with the ID 25 of the menber (FIG 9). The speci al
menber nast®r 8 invention;

FIG. 6 is a flowchart (4) for explanation of
the detailed operations according to‘ the present
invention;

FIG. 7 shows an example of the data structure

15 of a movie theater location master;

FIG. 8 shows an example of the data structure
of a film master;

FIG. 9 shows an example of the data structure
of a member information master;

20 FIG. 10 shows an example of the data structure
of a showing movie theater master:

FIG. 11 shows an example of the data structure
of a special member master;

FIG. 12 shows the configuration of a computer;

25 and



28 April, 2004 9 stores the nane, address, age, disability |evel,
presence/ absence of children, etc. as associ ated mﬁt@syggﬂgaoqh a nmenber
(FIG 11). The reception unit 11 receives various data, 5 etc. froma user
(client). The master reference unit 12 refers to the masters 4 through 8
using the information, etc. received froma user, etc. as a retrieval key.
- The determi nation unit 13 nmakes vari ous de%erninations (for exanple,
conpares the 10 area of a novie theater with the address of the nenber, and
determnes 'in the area', 'near the area' ; ' distant fromthe area' , etc.
) based on the retrieval result obtained by the nmaster reference unit 12
referring to the master (refer to the 15 flowcharts shown in FIGS. 2
through 6). The fee setftlchg LBi tisldaseesplhaafteayf oridwcept ildading a
(distribution) of contents (for exanple, filn), and notifies the term nal
23 of the set fedrowfam argd tdetd |iovichaa tcompoerin FIGS. 2 'through 6).
The 20 distribution unit 15 perforns streamdistribution of contents (for
exanple, filn to the termnal 23, distributes the contents set in a
non- copi abl e staée, sets the contents to be replayed only on the term nal
23 whi ch recei vePatHe Hasda SRk CaHying Lt theulavertioni nputs vari ous
data into the server 1 28 £g5~lm 2004 10 ﬁgd sets the data therein,
i nput's varidus instructiBhsSMaPdIMenRy of, Hee aPEESERAr dNVEHG Y, 2B8c. The

output unit 3 outypy (0l spl rengs fil e-output data from.the
ser\eer 1. 5 The ?g%%ﬁ%%ﬁsg%ég%pah% stP%{feEB%ﬁl%nt ogn uggFaFE?ﬂi nal

28 through the nefwiing?. Wige.!he usfluSCkac! ScolesREEL{ISe Gantepts from

the |ist, the server 1 obtains the place to show the S by réfeérring

to the masters, atibtohiRitEndO shetaddr esscebding merdber by reﬁ?éé%ﬁﬂ to
the nmenber infornmation of the user. Then, the server 1 determnhes et her

or not the cont entrevearieigro. be Ms stghidwn edrbafdd.onl hea shewivweg phacgsand
the address of the nenber, sets the fee, and displays 15 the results on the
user term A8l 23 conprGtede igser adresasinglt h ihe ofaysenfidhm t heofédert he
server 1 distributes the contents to the user termnal 23.

through a network 9. Similarly, the server 1 is

connected to a terminal 23 of a user (client,

member) through a network 22.

The network 22 is a network such as Internet,

15 etc. A user is connected to the server 1 through
the network 22 using the terminal 23 to enjoy the
distributed contents.

The network 9 is a network such as Internet,
etc. A film provider is connected to the server 1.

20 through the network 9 using the terminal 10 to
record and update various information ({(film title,
information about a movie theater, etc.) in a
master. For example, the film provider operates the

terminal 10 to record the information such as the

25 contents of film, etc., newly received contents,



Then, by referring to FIG 2, the operations of the distributidn'systen1

-according to the present 20 invention are described bg g¥ril 20@4ail. First,
erm na

the user activates the browser, etc. and connects the 3 to the
server 1 through the network 22 (for exanple, Internet)(S1). Then, the user
selects the distribution of 25 contents, for exanple, filmfromthe initial
menu 28 Avril, 2004 11 (home page) to downl oads and displays a list of -
filmuntil the distribution right expiration date in Japan (S2), and
selects a desired filmtitle fromthe list of filmdisplayed on the
termnal 23 5 (or inputs (specifies) the filmtitle and gives a
notification)(S3). The reception unit 11 accepts the selection or
specification of teeipedsible fmominge tesm .offlheombsthes, r eter enneedint 12
searches the filmmaster 6 10 (FIG 8) using the f|In1t|tIe of the

speci fied (sel ectB3FEeFt niBdager &hei éndprreyioandetet.ri eves the nane of a
showi ng novie theater (S9). The master reference unit 12 searches the novie
t heater |ocation nasterT%e(F4%§rW9ru5|ng ehBainsy ot N vmmpticone ofabelE novi e
theater as a retrlevgePE and retr es the rea of the comercial domain

of the novie theatdP from the B EBSPUIRorhExARSMOLK n the
‘ I h I f t bout the_. 20

Tange of themovi o cREG: gﬁﬁ%‘;%dte@ e P%?‘}i%é??e 8$heﬁam§e,efh3°ﬁsv' 0

t heater | ocation ggétertg uskag E@?maﬁggsf%fth?2%025§r326%5?°ﬁg : gge_

Location: Town as in Ward as 25 - I i bu
War d network 22. The server 1 comprises an input unit 2,

an output unit 3, a showing movie theater master 4,
a movie theater location master 5, a film master 6,
10 a member information master 7, a special member
master 8, a reception unit 11, a master reference
unit 12, a determination unit 13, a fee setting
unit 14, and a distribution unit 15.
The showing movie theater master 4 stores the
15 ‘title of film on view, the running term, etc. as
associated with a movie theater (FIG. 10). The
movie theater location master 5 stores the location,
the non-distributable area, etc. as associated with
a movie theater (FIG. 7). The film master 6 stores
20 the distribution term, the name of a showing movie
theater, the fee for each area, age, etc. as
‘associated with a film title (FIG. 8). The member
information master 7 stores the name, address, age,
gender, etc. of a member as associated with the ID

25 of the member (FIG. 9). The special member master 8



28 Avril. 2004 12 az Area A (vicinal area except the nondistributable

area): in Prefecture as Area B (distant area): ot herzgrm 200%n, the

master reference unit 12 searches the nmenber informaiiton nmaster 7 shown in
FIG 9 using the ID of the user (client) who issued a distribution request

fromthe term nal

23 as a retrieval key, and retrieves the area to which
the 10 address of the nenber bel ongs (for anple, Town as in Ward aa).

determ nation unit 13 conpares the area of "the showi ng novie theater
(covering range) of the filmretrieved in S5 with the address of the
menber, 15 and announces the prohibition of distribution if the

non-di stri butabl e area matches the area to which the address of the nenber
bel ongs. QO herw s&ondfe doeernamai i onddness 13 aipd er diseditlhaty costenis can
be distributed. When the determnation unit 13 20 determ nes that contents

can be distribut &FeIFEF/Ebsrnge n liniahildirsst,s atii.ghabeecashenihbed

The

address of the nenber refers to the vici nitgGof the | ocation of the show ng

novi e t heater,

2004 13 to a long dist

10

15

20

25

a

- various deteérminations (for example, compares the

die &P viferd 1 6K

unit 12 refers to the masters 4 through 8 using the
information, etc. received from a user, etc. as a

retrieval key. The determination unit 13 makes

area of é movie theater with the address of the
member, and determines 'in the area', 'near the
area', 'distant from the area', etc.) based on the
retrieval result obtained by the master reference
unit 12 referring to the master (refer to tﬁe
flowcharts shown in - FIGS. 2 through 6). The fee

setting unit 14 sets the fee for reception

. {distribution) of contents (for example, f£ilm), and

notifies the terminal 23 of the set fee {refer to
the flowcharts shown in FIGS. 2 ‘through 6). The
distribution unit 15 performs stream distribution
of contents (for example, film) to the terminal 23,

distributes the contents set in a non-copiable

‘state, sets the contents to be replayed only on the

terminal 23 which receives the contents, etc. The

input unit 2 inputs various data into the server 1

retkls to the medium distance
from 25 the |ocation, d a low fee when the address refers 28 Aoril,;
e TFORPEARD SWHth okl (ERESL¥ES] Fakieus adatiaand set

dependi ng og the fJowcharts shown | n{gi%ht;’.t hr'f)l'lljeqhmg)s(t%Q "reference




The fee setting unit 14 displays on the S termnal 23 the fee conputed in
S7 as the fee for the distribution of the film (S8). 2@ esril OQEeEr agrees
with the paynment of the fee, the user transmits the réeply that the paynent
of the fee is accepted to the server 1, and control is passed to 10 step
S9. The user activates the software such as noving picture payback
software, for exanple, Media Player (regi si\(fred trademark), Real Pl ayer
(registered trademark), Quick Tinme (registered trademark), etc. 15 operated
on the browser activated in S1 on the termnal 23 (S9). The distribution
unit 15 distributes the digital signal of the filmas the noving picture
(novie) for noving picture software activated in S9 20 to the termnal 23
t hrough the netwand 22 gdtos extdnpl e daltnt er ndle)keifhe dispuiklut i earusiE 15
can performwhat is called streamdistribution in which contents are not
stored as data. |insgrutkiopsssebte,t andt cee 2 conkeytbcand, aa haodsdi sk of
the term nal 23 such 28 Aorih 2004 14 that the contents cannot be copied
to other appliand®sS- butfh€arowert ajadthat koshpytsy tdiesnlerys napr28tsread
and di spl ayed as novin ,{)i ctures with the_audi o output sinultaneously or
after the 5 dist rc?th'u'.tigh ¢5oubPRt el dat2 FrerhERfoferveReldi stribution can

be performegl such that oergtents ca oalg Ee Ia%efl,back once per
distributiod. In any case; tREVGSert cGh°R Fgg thelhBbi 8§ FRLBERSS aRB audi o
di spl ayed and di styd b creen t term nal, 23, or.can play
back on the term na ggg?hg%él g?ltaa %g%ﬁ?ggé?o?@& Jherpt”ﬁoer]ﬁaé%l‘ di @ﬁepat er
Lo display movingctides aadeuispubraudies; Afedessli fiag a0 t pgouser
can activate a 15 browser on tr?e termrna 2%%%%%%%% % %\ég)mse?glgr 1,
obtain a list of Tiontenthe(fssrexaml esbainst tok OVies) tbr yRddbhehane
page of the server 1, and selects (or specifies) desired contents fromthe
list. The server dome¢ntevéy arsfmnr wgplaceclnd RQstbescondimnt sbeakast ed
(or specified) by the user (for exanple, the place of a novie theater),

retrieves tlle addi®s aAd¥ess usef fyhem membesnbéry | mediematingn abouththe

user, conpares them con'gut es the fee, and notifies the user of the
conput ed fee. member Information of the user. Then, the server 1

determines whether or not the contents are to be
distributed based on the showing place and the
address of the member, sets the fee, and displays
15 the results on the user terminal 23 . When the user
agrees with the payment of the fee, the server 1
distributes the contents to the user terminal 23.
Then, by referring to FIG. 2, the operations
of the distribution system according to the present
20 invention are described below in detail.
First, the user activates the browser, etc.
and connects the terminal 23 to the server 1
through the network 22 (for example, Internet) (S1).
Then, the user selects the distribution of

25 contents, for example, film from the initial menu



25 when the user agrees with the paynent of the fee, 28 April, 2004 15

the server | output s the contents (for exanple, novhbgRpAQ o0 termnal 23
through the streamdistribution, etc. Thus, it is p055|6ie to set an -

appropriate fee and provide an opportunity to enjoy 5 contents (novies) for
a -nunber of users w thout invading the commercial domain of a show ng
novi e theater, etc. by utilizing the nmenber, i nformati on. Sequentially
described below in detail are the operations of distributing system FIG 3
is a 10 flowhart (1) showi ng the detail ed operations of the distributing
system according to the present invention. The operations of determning
the possibility of the distribution based on the address of a nenber and
the | ocation of dholmew pggéb nowi elowndataers, and skidpIgys he dissei i on
fee are described belowin detail by referring to FIG 3. In FIG 3, after
t he above nenti ofédmprewrlets itheSedihbmabiiniEhGrizhtt hexgétratibnatdare unit
13 conpares the address of the user retrieved fromthe 20 nenber

i nfformation mast é® 7J8R3_d G2 khe and ofelfetasar wWeshrede Folmtitoitlsf the
showi ng novie theater and a non-distributable area retrieved fromthe novie
t heat er |ocation*FgQ%t &% ﬁ’a%’édogn fider 191 FRlafed hen cbheetermimial] & f

film selected by the 25 user, (S11).. 28 Ayrll, 20d4 16 The determ nation
unit 13 det%rniné?ﬁMﬂﬁQﬁﬁso#s 8F1€H§53dd?5gs 6imt&€ﬁugéra? t FEFED & rom
the menber i nfornati;gn qﬁnﬁiﬁhpmn in FIG 9 matches the location of the
novi e theater showng the ti

The reception unit 11 accepts the selection or
specification of desired film from the user. The
master reference unit 12 searches the film master 6

10 (FIG. 8} using the film title of the specified
(selected) film as a retrieval key, and retrieves
_ the name of a showing movie theater (S4).

The master reference unit 12 searches - the

movie theater location master 5 (FIG. 7) using the

15 retrieved name of the movie theater as a retrieval
key, and retrieves the area of the commercial
domain of the movie theater, that is, the covering
range (85). For example, in the example shown in
F1G. 7, the following information about the

20 covering range of the movie theater 'aaa' is
retrieved by referring to the movie theater
location master S5 wusing the name of the movie
theater 'aaa'.

* Location: Town aa in Ward aa

25 * Non-distributable area: in Ward aa, in Ward



5 selected by the user or the non-distributable area, which is retrieved
fromthe novie theater |ocation master 5 shown in FI% ii_m(iﬁlz?doﬂf YES, it
is determned that the address of the user matches tne rocatton of the

novi e theater or the non 10 distributable area. Therefore, the
determnation unit 13 sets the prohibition of distribution (S13), and the
nmessage (for exanple, a nessage "Since the filmis road-shown in the area
of the user, it cannot be distributed throtfgh a network.” is 15 transmtted
to the user, thereby termnating the process. If NO control is passed to
step S14. If it is, determined NOin 512, then the determ nation unit 13
det erm nes whet her or not the address of the user belongs to the area A
(for 20 exanple, @ahe | ocation of the novie theater or the vicinal area of
the non-distributable area)(S14). If it is determned YES, then it is
determ ned that the addresgredf the ysecihelongseo tdicapea fhe anflohhe fee
setting unit 19 sets a high fee (for 25 exanple, the fee equal to or a
little higher thahistpioygabhle 2@04a)l7 1hePrefiestiioa &ar the road

show) (S15), there by returning control to (B) shown in FIG 2. Thus, by
setting a high distributPaeaf de (ddrstiahnd corteadnt otthert ereasa near the novie
t heat er shogﬁng the 5 gﬁ%ected contents, the disorder in the commerci al
domai n of tRe novie theHER’ cARSHd @bt Hedeiarange t HBAtcdr r 6PaFShBassed

to S16. If NOin S§14, the deterpmination unit 13 deferm nes that_the address
of the user bel ong etglef%%ﬁwelgggﬁmétf'g%)més%ﬂ’é seesglgf’f‘i nb“urﬁ%G'lggsets a
| ow fee (S17), a tr I §ypasse sh | | . JAl t hough the
two settings of the %e,tqit%ati[)i s‘?fadch}%egh('l?)gé: agé@ééﬁg& fcégé(,; é‘rsesu(?ecgc?i bed

above, the val uesaDitfwut €6n Care e sEAUERYH alde 15 3t dd10my ghgst 4to
l'owest by classifying and assigning the respective values to the areas

based on the di stasiceievde kiepe reglirefdriovéeache alirea ft®Mmhienaddeess of
the user to the location of the novie theater. 20 As descri bed above, the

addr ess retlPi evedrddoes$ hefnekememblear metlicorgaasfer xbémaskd, oDowheakD of

"the user is classified into the sanme area, the vicinal area, the other :

area, etc. and ass?gf@Bddaalfibution prohibition, a high fee, a |ow fee, 25
etc. with the |ocation of the novie theater show ng

The determination unit 13 coOmpares the area of

the showing movie theater (covering range) of the

film retrieved in S5 with the address of the member,

15 and announces the prohibition of distribution if

the non-distributable area matches the area to

which the address of the member belongs. Otherwise,

the determination unit 13 determines that contents

can be distributed. When the determination unit 13

20 determines that contents can be distributed, the

fee setting wunit 14 sets a high fee when the

address of the member refers to the vicinity of the

location of the showing movie theater, a medium fee

when the address refers to the medium distance from

25 the location, and a low fee when the address refers



28 Ayril, 2004 18 the selected contents or the non-distributable area taken
into account, and the contents (for exanple, film ai®apkilcaoddi stributed,
etc. Thus, a larger number of users (clients) can be provided with an 5
opportunity of enjoying the contents by utilizing the nmenber information

wi t hout disordering the comrercial domains of the existing novie theaters.
FIG 9 is a flowhart (2) for detailed expjanation of the present

invention. The 10 operations performed when a distribution fee is set- are
described in detail by referring to FIG 4 based on when the contents are
to be distributed, that is, before the novie theater shows the contents,
during showi ng the contents, or after the 15 novie theater shows the
contents. First, t&f ter 1S®igshddatancel Gran the detosrtiiomat i bheurfide 18s
conpares the address of the user retrieved fromthe nenber information
mast er 7 based orfalfailabest tanrduswet widepen@ingcaehonthe 20lowehavuse
theater or the non-distributable area retrieved fromthe novie theater

| ocati on naster qﬁﬁﬁb&ﬂwﬁ%@ﬁrt?t?%??ﬁg?h@)&%ﬁ}ents (title of the film
‘sel ected by the user, er eby determ ni ng whet hey, or pot_.the address of the
user belongs to 25 thetlg}eea %7 adf HeeHid aredy § 82%. disRlR¥E| j onooble19 | f

NO in S21, Et is]._c%;n&-r Ined.t Qat t e § heat ers show t he
contents seilsecte y rF]Hl ug%_r tl;”Plnet eé,a‘éiquggll gggdgg\éagséfthghfddﬁ]%%s?gF t he
user, and the feeretyiB9ryButidh B StRe"YFiM/ (S8). When the user

agrees with the payment of the fee, +the user

transmits the reply that the payment of the fee is
accepted to the server 1, and control is passed to
10 step S9.

The uéer activates the software such as moving
picture payback software, for example, Media Piayer
(registered trademark), Real Player (registered
trademark), Quick Time (registered trademark), etc.

15 operated on the browser activated in S1 on the
terminal 23 (S9).

The distribution wunit 15 distributes the
digital signal of the film as the moving picture
(movie) for moving picture software activated in S9

20 toe the terminal 23 through the network 22 (for
exampie, Internet).

The distribution unit 15 can perform what is
called stream-distribution in which contents are
not stored as data. It is also possible to store

25 - contents on a hard disk of the terminal 23 such



~then it is deter

5 fee (S22), and control is returned to (B) showm in FIG 2. If YES,
control is passed to S23. If YES in S21, the naster p8fgignepogit 12
refers to the showing novie theater master 4 using the nane o he novi e
theater in the area adjacent 10 to the address of the user obtained in 521,
and retrieves the running termof the contents selected by the user. Then,
the determ nation unit 13 determ nes based on the retrieved running term

whet her or not the contents sel ected by théTuser 15 match the contents (for
exanple, filn) to be shown in the novie theater in the near future (S23).
If YES, it is determned that the contents are being distributed before the
running term the fee setting unit 14 sets a high fee (524), and control 20
is returned to (Bjhahowhhen Kdatehtd f ddhneont bel icogiasbedtdo S2herl f NO
in S23, then the determ nation unit 13 determ nes based on the running term
whet her or not thrpbiarceseatiut i saghobiengplbhgedonbaoks welectsd 2heby the
user (S25) . If YES, it is determ ned that 28 Aril, 2004 20 the filmis
bei ng shown, the t¢EBiR2Lt2Rg Wifiad 4aedsddspdeyesmashanovomgr pikanreise hi gh
fee setinS24 (822%%é%a% control is returned to (B) showninFIG 2. If NO,
t

t RS nOEFPYEhapEpEeanetenhY | Ot FREtRui she
t 14 sets a low fee (S27), andcontrol is returned

‘theater,the%eg sg%tigg.unt : .
to (B) showd in Frts*oHRUESRPI bdd abB8¥ELPAus OWhen t REFERGFBORS . mothe
h i nt helO j i d f h nb
nfor i on mast e FoCRUEEER! b | R CPRLEBERCR, [LEHRC At BRBtROe.

e e pan i helm @afflondtode [hEdydq 10RER) ffR Jolt fh-Eefoueisha | i | @

- lower than the high fee, "and a | ow feearelbset for t erro eforé

showi ng, the periadgurdaig t hehehadew, cand ddpopethad rﬁ’é&fﬁ# heskeyag and
the contents (for exanple, filnarestreamdi stributed when The user agrees
wi t ht hepaynent . Taod, audiics pbsslébedf anda disgeibateben20ofhalS8ESeen
(clients) to have the opportunityofenjoying the contents without

di sorderi ngheconf®r ckae dbeuminal t Bd,existi rgnnopileyt heatdr soll Gthe i s a

fl owchart (3) shomﬁng_the det ai | edoperations according to the ﬁresent
i nvent i on. The250pEFER1BAL ger ridieedi kbal t égnrdsr iSbatesh orethe harzg

lApriI. 2004 21 disk later to display moving pictures and output
audio.

As described above, the user can activate a

15 browser on the terminal 23, connect it to the

server 1, obtain a list of contents (for example, a

list of movies)from the home page'of the server 1,

and selects (or specifies) desired contents from

the list. The server 1 retrieﬁes a showing place of

20 the contents selected (or specified) by the user

(for example, the place of a movie theater),

retrieves the address of the user from the member

information about the user, compares them, computes

the fee, and notifies the user of the computed fee.

25 When the user agrees with the payment of the fee,



set based on the age of the nenber are described below in detail. First,
after S6 shown in FIG 2, the determ nation unit 13 Sgtgii pepg\het her of
not the 5 age of the user retrieved fromthe nenber Tniformation master 7
based on the ID of the user is equal to or higher than a predeterm ned age
(for exanple, 60 or older) (S31). If YES, it is determned that the age of
the user is equal to or 10 higher than the predeterm ned age (for exanple,
60 or older), and the fee setting unit 14 égts a 'silver fee' (for exanple,
hal f the normal fee) as a distribution fee (S32), and control is returned
to (B) shown in FIG 2. If NO, then control is 15 passed to step S33. If NO
in S31, the determnation unit 13 determ nes whether or not the age of the
menber is a predethes niseadreage lor chopats( S8R . doartee P! (Eort hexample,
determ nation unit 13 determ nes whether or not 20 the age of the nember is
equal to or IO\A/eer‘hmlSkhetqar etibeer trenmilnage. 28f YEBough i shdet eeeapd t hat
the age of the nenber is equal to or |ower than the predeterm ned age (for
exanpl e, 18 or | ohefyrikpeiore e&cti ndhusi,t i1 det possibhid dd esst (har

- exanple, 25 half the norpal fee) as a distribution fee (S34), 28 Anril,
2004 22 and cont rPPTPTERLR néBSt GNCRPLAVIWE ian qu@oxztumitwotm Bajbge

setting un|t5 14 sets, a nornza fee as distri brF&BI on fee (S35), and control
is returned”to (By° %'ﬁ%% BIEES) £Oks BesRYTPRE AHovaisatse Withewt fee’

(for exanple, hal {n‘;gg}&?r %le fg&)‘mGEh |veFi>9m%éE"efe (ff’(r)nras exarr‘]ll)‘ggwghalf t he

normal fee), the Rormal fee are TeSpec Vifhan a

predet er mi ned: agecd ke £XagBLE. H0uEEL LGRS Lncl HErlD-A9R ALOYET LA 2
predet erm ned age (for exanple, 18 or tlﬁe user

retrieved fromthe mﬁb@éqm@rﬁ@iﬂﬁlyoﬂe§B§§.Béd7b@§§ﬁdlﬁ”dE|931hDa9E ERS user
and when the user agrees with the payment, the contents (for exanple, |In)

are stream 15 di sepebat eonsetaf Blstribuhdngenbestemt or mettgon gandea
utilized such that a | arger nunber of users (clients) can be provided with
an opportunty of fkeiyehary tHe ceiosing wehhoudet islrdlerdpey dthiomonoer ci al
domain. 20 FIG 6 is a flowhart (4) of the detail ed operations according
to the present inv®ftiGEtBPYEmS risyFten Frecosdinge opertdtd opgegentor ned
when a di strlbutlon fee.is set Qgsed on the i nformation about the nmenber as -
to whether or not PR hERBer s GGongenifdh fetassépingd the

detail . possibility of the distribution based on the

address of a member and the location of a showing

15 movie theater, and setting the distribution fee are
described below in detail by referring to FIG. 3.

In FIG. 3, after the above mentioned process

in S6 shown in FIG. 2, the determination unit 13

compares the address of the user retrieved from the

20 member information master 7 based on the ID of the

user with the location of the showing movie theater

and a non-distributable area retrieved from the

movie theater location master 5 based on the title

of the contents (title of film) selected by the
25 user (S1l1l).



28 Ayrll, 2004 23 First, after S6 shown in FIG 2, the master reference

unit 12 retrieves the special nenber nmaster 8 shown 233¥Eé§ 2bbausi ng t he
user IDas a retrieval key. The determ nation unit eterm nes 5 whet her

or not the user has been recorded as a special nenber (for exanple, a
menber who has recorded the information about a handicap |evel, the
presence/ absence of an infant, etc.) based on the retrieval result ($41).
If YES, control is 10 passed to S42. |If NO® the normal fee is set as the
fee, and control is returned to (B) shown in FIG 2. If YESin $41, it is
determned that the user is a special nmenber, and the fee setting unit 14
reads the special nenber information about the user |5 fromthe special

menber master 8. The speRi adlet®faehat DbAT MBLItON] S aMR rrfiQl L XAPE e r t NE
i nformati on about the handicap | evel and the presence/ absence of an infant.

Then, the fee setan nyounithel hdkbtessn predeiecrigaedreowi beedf @rom 20nspeci al -
nenber (S43) based on the special nenber information (for exanple, a

handi cap | evel , meahFresontermistmtenastan Tnksaokn drc.HIG.ead mat&¥@s and
control is returned to (B) shown in FIG 2. Thus, when a user is a special
menber, it is 25 issierationppdyitie thevienthbaatetf shossiagplthe fRBmAVri |,

2004 24 fil at a fee | r than a nornal nmenber. As described above, by
sear ching the spet§ 18 9&4%&& FRet BFeg 653é@ﬁnﬂqqﬂﬁ4QFﬁﬁb%ﬁﬁb¥%e@reérIow

fee is set for a speglal  member Jegording %ge movie theater location

master 5 shown in FIG. 7 (812). If YES, it is
determined that the address of the user matches the
location of the movie theater or the non-
10 distributable. area. Therefore, the determination
unit 13 sets the prohibition of distribution (S13),
and the message (for example, a message "Since the
film is road-shown in the area of the user, it
cannot be distributed through a network.”" is
15 transmitted to the user, thefeby terminating the
process. If NO, contrcl is passed to step S14.

If it 1is determined NO in S12, then the
détermination unit 13 determines whether or not the
address of the user belongs to the area A (for

20 example, the location of the movie theater or the
vicinal area of the non-distributable area) (S14).
If it is determined YES, then it is determined that
the address of the user belongs to the area A, and
the fee setting unit 14 sets a high fee (for

25 example, the fee equal to dr a little higher than



5 informati on about the special nenber information (for exanple, the

i nformati on about a handicap .l evel, the presence/ abgg 2oy | nfant,
etc.), and streamdistributes the contents (for exanple, fTi when t he
user agrees with the paynment of the 10 fee. Thus, a l|larger nunber of users
(such as the handi capped, those having infants, etc. assigned a | ower fee)
can be provided with an opportunity to enjoy the contents utilizing the
menber information w thout disordering thelﬁonnercial dormai n of an 15

exi sting novie theater. FIG 7 shows an exanple of the data structure of a
novi e theater |ocation master. The novie theater |ocation master 5 records
the following information shown in FIG 7 with each piece of 20 information

~associated wth edoh aidmerssid¥an®ddfl 8haOVicad hesH®F) (409811 Qhere b
Non-di stri butable area Area A (an adjacent area except the | ocation 35 or a
non- di st ri but abl erefnea)ing 28oAtrbl. t20QB)25hywan £Hh (BENGar ga dtﬁﬁgntb§rom
area A) Others The novie theater |ocation master 5 records the i nf orfmati on
about the |ocati ditdhidng he Bigbmddmsdirdbuddmmi f gecofier i tige r a6geEn®E €ach
novi e theater. Based on the covering range recorded in the novie theater
| ocati on master 5:1'% he2E@AvemeRKet €h®i nBOVIAI cltheed eaddr ssswidigt hehaeser
refers to, g nonwgﬁgrib tabl e area, an area A, or an area B, 10 and can

hi bi t%

set. the pr DY SRS on, tRehigiParsier oina they cemmerhéndby
roviding a | arge er-of .users .wth an opportunity to enjoy_film
?contentg) mﬁthgd%xﬁ#ggrégr%HS Fﬁg%ﬁmﬁhﬁégﬁﬁn) tret? Voéﬂe@xisﬁﬁnﬂonnvie

theater. 15 FIG ghéguy§nggogxggﬁég?g%ﬁt98 daga structure of a novie

theater. In the filmnmaster owng rnformation is recorded for
each of the contents with eash phecg1®f iehar MBLLEEnARSREEA! Clltk! hygach
' [ term

otther. 20 ~ Title of film(title of contents) Distribution
determines that the address of the user belongs to

10 the area B (S16). The fee setting unit 14 sets a
low fee (S17), and control is passed to (B} shown
in FIG. 2. Although the two settings of the fee,
that is, a high'fee and a_low fee, are described
above, the values of the fee can be sequentially

15 set from highest to lowest by classifying andl
assigning the respective values to the areas baséd
on the distance, the time required to reach, etc.
from the address of the user to the location of the
movie theater.

20 As described above, the address retrieved from
the member information master 7 based on the ID of
the user 1is classified into the same area, the
vicinal area, the other area, etc. and assigned
distribution prohibition, a high fee, a low fee,

25 etc. with the location of the movie theater showing



Name of showi ng novie theater Fee in area A Exanple 1: 800 yen for age of
60 or 25 over, 1,000 yen for age of 18 or over, andgg@Qp,¥EN20048 April,
2004 26 for age under 18 Exanple 2: 1,100 yen for age over ., and 600 yen
for age under 18 Fee in area B 5 ~ Exanple 1: 500 yen Exanple 2: 600 yen By
recordi ng the above nmentioned informati on as associated with each other in
the filmmster 6, the server 1 can manage the contents in the 10
distribution term that is, in the distribttion right retention termin
which the contents can be distributed to the user through the network 22:
Additionally, the fee setting unit 14 can set the correspondi ng fee shown
in FIGS. 4 and 5 for the 15 ages 60 or over, 18 or over, under 18, area A

(adj acent area), takeadsd didercaneasts GECth@h%%niaﬂéﬂﬂﬁﬂhﬂgﬂﬂg”afgaUsers
can be provided with the opportunity to enjoy film (contents) at a | ower

fee without disotd&ernginte aoovent) alardpretied ebntbatd0 @drstd fumpnyj e
theaters showing the film FIG 9 shows an exanple of the data structure of
a nenber inf or natfiidm)nester stTremrdiberiboterdyatéton. nashes, 7 acondeges t he
foll owi ng informati on about each nenber. 25 ~ nenber 1D
number of users (clients) can be provided with an
5 opportgnity' of enjoying the contents by utilizing
the member information without disordering the
commercial domains of the existing movie-theaters.
FIG. 4 1is a flowchart (2) for detailed
explanation of the present invention. The
10 operations performed when a distribution fee is set
are described in detail by referring to FIG. 4
based on when the contents are to be distributed,
that 1is, before the movie theater shows the
contents, during showing the contents, or after the
15 movie theater shows the contents.
First, after 86 shown in ‘FIG. 2, the
determination unit 13 compares the address of the
user retrieved from the member information master 7
based on the ID of the user with the location of
20 the movie theater or the non-distributable area
retrieved from the movie theater location master S
based on the title of the contents (title of the
film) selected by the user, thereby determining

whether or not the address of the user belongs to

25 the area A (adjacent area) (S21).




0X4 27 nanme address age gender 5 ~ others By recording the

server 1 can retrieve the address, the age, etc. of

28 Aurll, 2 : _
information about each member in the nmember informatbgmisooos/. the
€ user

romthe

nmenber information master 7 and set the 10 corresponding fee according to
the information with a larger nunber of users provided with the opportunity
to enjoy film(contents) at a lower fee w thout disordering the comercial
domai n of the existing novie theaters showlfg the film 15 FIG 10 shows an
exanpl e of the data structure of a showi ng novie theater master. The

showi ng novi e theater

master 4 contains the follow ng information about the

contents shown in the novie theater. 20 ~ nane of a novie theater title of

filmrunning tern1otherffayorgﬁogghngfguéﬁrgégégﬁiﬁgaagggﬁ % SI%SB%%ntents

shown in each novie theater in thé $how n
no movie theaters showing the contents selected by

the user in the adjacent areas of the address of

the user, and the fee setting unit 14 sets a normal

5 fee (S22), and control is returned to (B) shown in

FIG. 2. If YES, control is passed to S23.

If YES in S21, the master reference unit 12

refers to the showing movie theater master 4 using

the name of the movie theater in the area adjacent

10 to the address of the user obtained in 521, and

retrieves the running term of the contents selected

by the user. Then, the determination unit 13

determines based on the retrieved running term

whether or not the contents selected by the user

15 match the contents (for example, film) to be shown

in the movie theater in the near future {323). If

YES,

it is determined that the contents are being

distributed before the running term, the fee

setting unit 14 sets a high fee {524), and control

20 is returned to (B) shown in FIG. 2. If NO, control

is passed to $25.

If NO in S23, then the determination unit 13

determines based on the running term whether or not

the movie theater is showing the contents selected

25 by the user (825). If YES, it is determined that



28 novi e theater

showi ng the film (contents) selected by the user froggtligip id1g novi e

master 4, the server 1 can retrieve the novie theater

t heater naster 4 and set the correspondi ng fee accor e

information with a |arger

nunber of users provided with the film (contents)

at a lower fee without disordering the comercial domain. FIG 11 shows an
exanpl e of the data structure of a specific nenber master. The speci al

menber 10 nmster

8 contains the follow ng i3f ormati on about a nenber

recorded as a specific nmenber. user ID (specific nenber ID) nane address 15

~ age - handicap | evel

i nformati on about a specific 20 nenber in the special nenber nmaster 8,

gnkovifge L t}ﬁﬁﬁiegh}sgﬂues&wﬁgéhe di.st.ribution gféldfi I'm

server 1 can set

presence/ absence of a child others By recording the

t he

(contents) is a specific menber Wt ar ger pRYbi with
the film (contentsgtw thorle dsSREGEEE NYoly 0 naln f.the
exi sting novie theater, 28 Aor3l, 5004 gg é?%ﬁl f%% *af§ edﬁh of

the termnals 10 agd aSZ@an bﬁu$055hgy6§d1gmfgldgﬁédx%gnW§& gﬁoagown in

FIG 12. A conputer 30 shown in FIG 12 conprises a 5 CP
i nput device 33, EAGoutdut defi ¢,34than extennaldgtegﬁggegevEﬁgtBQjmg

medi um dri ve device 36, and a network connection device 37. These
conponents &re |nF@ﬂ@@ﬁﬁéc@@Y&rqu@hshobustBthe movie theater, the

10

15

20

25

fee setting unit 14 sets a low fee (s27), and
control 1is returned to (B) shown in FIG. 2 as

described above.

Thus, when there are no movie theaters in the

areas adjacent to the address retrieved from the

member information master 7 based oﬁ the. ID of the

user, and if there are movie theaters in the

adjacent area, then a normal fee, a high fee, a fee
a little lower than the high fee, and a low fee are
set for the periéd before the showing, the period
during the showing, and the period after the
showing, and the contents (for example, film) are

stream~distributed when the user agrees with the

‘payment. Thus, it is possible for a larger number

of users (clients) to have the opportunity of
enjoying the contents without disordering the
commercial domain of the existing movie théaters.
FIG. 5 is a flowchart (3) showing the detailed
operations according to the present invention. The

operations performed when the distribution fee is

JJEZ an



10 The nenory 32 conprises, for exanple, ROM (read only nenory?. ~M etc.,
and stores a programand data for use in a process. 3ga 20bqoerforns a
necessary process by executing a program using the nenory : Each
conponent configuring the above nentioned server 1 is stored as a program
in a specific programcode segnent of the nenory 32. The input device 33
is, for exanple, a keyboard, a pointing device, a touch panel, etc., and is
used in 20 inputting an instruction and i nformation froma user. The out put
device 34 is, for exanple, a display, a printer, etc., and is used in
outputting an inquiry, a process result, etc. The external storage device
35 is, for exanple, 25 a magnetic di sk device, an optical disk device, a
26 Avril, 2004 SGemopgbedoRid cehedisle deYi ahe chémodbe ARVG.TERLbOGe
program and data are stored in the external storage device 35 to load them
~into the menory Ielfow itseldtsaiecessary. 5 The nedium drive device 36
drives a portable storage nedium 39, and accesses the contents stored on
it. The portabl e storagdmsadi umaZfecan & ashownut amn r erdghl e st or gge
medi um such as a nmenory card, a nenory stick, a flexible disk, CD ROM 10
(conpact disc reatRtEininmaroey)undh opt dedlerdigles ahwmdreat ebphot thek, a

DVD (digital versatile disk), etc. The above mentioned program and data can

be stored oA the 3t abfe stheagarsaidi uresgitvedusefrem neddessar peetoadi ng
theminto the menpry 32. 15 The network connection device 37 communi cates
with other devi ce’sn%/cfﬁlﬂﬁ}b’rf’rf HBaREERor k PesSER 22 (e R 19T ahHlee ceReEris data
for connunicatioqg ug@dtgaque %i e thg above nen ioned.gragranla?g dat a
froman external device. 20°Fl GTI'ESholR" a S MPTLRTEFRANSHI 98 o588

medi um and a transmmsi &N ségna&rca8$ﬁgg)of(gg?yidingifheYﬁgnpuﬁgr 30 shown

in FIG 12 with a program and data. € present’inven ron cah al'so b2 _
configured 25 as detriiad - tRatabhe REJd abt ersiopaee MRAIERS0 o285, AP,

200t 10 higher than the predetermined age (for example, 60
or older), and the fee setting unit 14 sets a
'silver fee' (for example, half the normal fee) as
a distribution fee (S32), and control is returned
to (B) shown in FIG. 2. If NO, then control is

15 passed to step S33.
If NO in 831, -the determination wunit 13
determines whether or not the age of the member is
a predetermined age or lower (S33). . For example,
the determination unit 13 determines whether or not
20 the age of the member is equal to or lower than the
predetermined age. If YES, it is determined that
the age of the member is equal to or lower than the
predetermined age (for example, 18 or lower), the
fee setting unit 14 sets a 'child fee' (for example,

25 half the normal fee) as a distribution fee (S534),



31 used in a conputer to direct it to performthe functions simlar to
those realized by each of the above nentioned confi gggq{%,@p&gwq.the present
invention. 5 In the enbodi ments, a programused to direci a conputer to
performthe process simlar to that perforned by the server | and the
termnals 10 and 23 can be stored in advance on the conputerreadable
portabl e storage nmedium 39, read by the LO conputer 30 fromthe portable
storage nedium 39 as shown in FIG 13, tenporarily stored in the nenory 32
of the computer 30 or the external storage device 35, and read and executed
by the CPU 31 of the conputer 30. 15 Furthernore, a transm ssion signal to
be transmtted through a line 41 (transm ssion nediun) when a programis
downl oaded into tdiei cosRriel 3@ hytarPeagdiam (shats)owk ovh dpig40zcantal so

di rect a general -purpose conputer to performthe functions 20 correspondi ng
to each of the deidceshexiflea nedtding afeit i Dy ketkhe ale INendéd ongda '
enbodi nents of the present invention. The enbodi nents of the present

i nvention have betistrpbathen dieeve(S3fit, timedpresembli nwentéoirhsd 28onot
limted to the above nentioned enbodi nents, but 28 Auril, 2004 32 can be -
a nunber of vari atBonghowariaxBEBl e2. some of the nethods of setting a fee
expl ai ned above can be optionally conbined with each other. Furthernore,

for exanple® in a come?®i AeSCHEERA n FotONt dhes (Fdyl vien nfeed bdfor
distributed to a termnal Bf % er thr%ugh a netwgrk'suph ag a, loaocal or
smal | TV station,® caBPeiTURE DoEmal ties a Hie (et bdebee! hdEpresent

i nvention can beé%§£$#fg’t%é¥g %ﬁ@ RgogggiH%%5d$fFﬁ%s%&%ﬁgh;ffﬁ?ﬁa%%ehigh

-fee, a low fee, or"the contents I ~eac

comerci al domai nyeiPebhevii i Nidot (tHS-abeye @%%égpglgiqg%%awﬁmaéﬂegt her

domai ns, etc. Thus, ‘a larger nunmber of user can
opportunity to enpeydébermenkantagel 5 v Ubkhingiay tdoe denheghef OF FRE on

wi t hout disordering the comrercial domain of an existing local or small TV
station, CADV, etageAldiweronlnya eashiatdimiated eagd (asteexampliegunisng the
server 1 realize a series of 20 business processes by operating in
cooperation with @échovﬁﬁéﬁ.Q¢h@§§&nﬂaqesﬂnf[Ihecaaeberﬁtoibded ifrotahe
sane server or in different servers to operate in cooperation with each
ot her through a neffiofember information master 7 based on the ID of

the user, and when the user agrees with the payment,

the contents (for example, film) are stream-

15 distributed, etc. Thus, the member information can
be utilized such that a larger number of users
(clients) can be provided with an opportunity of
enjoying the contents without disordering the
commercial domain.

20 ' FIG. 6 is a flowchart (4) of the detailed
operations according to the present invention. By
referring to FIG. 6, the operations performed when
a distribution fee is set based on the information

about the member as to whether or not the member is

25 - a special member are described in detail.



25 Industrial Applicability 28 Avril, 2004 33 According to the present

I nvention, when contents are selected or specified bzgﬁ%ggnooiq.t can be
det erm ned- whet her or not the contents can be distributed according to the

information, etc. 5 about a menber (menber information) and about a novie
theater, and a fee can be set, thereby providing a |l arger nunber of users
with an opportunity to enjoy contents by utilizing the nmenber information
wi t hout disordering an existing 10 novie theater, etc. 28 Aprll, 2004 34
CLAIMS 1. A distributing nethod for distributing contents through a
network, conprising steps of: 5 recording a showi ng place in which the
contents are shown; recording a destination place to which the contents are

di stributed; and deter rgitdtg, Waether s SRbwhhencomtents can e, llie
distributed according to information about the showing place in reh the

recorded content sreffereafonn @t | N{Dr npét prev@OUt thdie gostipat i gEnpbace to
‘which the recorded contents are distributed. - '

master 8 shown in FIG. 11 using the user ID as a
retrieval key. The determination unit 13 determines

5 whether or not the user has been recorded as a
special member (for example, a member who  has
recorded the information about a handicap level,

the presence/absénce of an_infant, etc.) based on

the retrieval result (S41). If YES, control is

i0 . passed to S42. 1If NO, the normal fee is set as the
fee, and control is returned to (B} shown in FIG. 2.

If YES in S41, it is determined that the user

is a special member, and the fee setting unit 14

reads the special member information about the user

15 from the special membér master 8. The special
member information «can be, for example, the
information about the handicap level and the
presence/absence of an infant. Then, the fee
setting unit 14 sets a predetermined low fee for a

20 special member (S43) based on the special member
information (for example, a handicap 1level, the
presence/absence of an infant, etc.) read in 542,

and Control‘ is returned to (B) shown in FIG. 2.

Thus, when a user 1is a special member, it is

25 possible to provide the contents (for example,




15 2. The nmethod according to claim1, further conprising a step of: in

said step of determ ning whether or not the content szé:i@rﬁenggtri but ed,
prohi biting the distribution of the contents when a 0 ich 20 the

showi ng pl ace bel ongs matches an area to which the destination place

bel ongs or when the destination place is included in a'vicinal area of the
showi ng place. 25 3. The nmethod according to claim1 or 2, further 28
Anril, 2004 35 conprising a step of: setti%b a distribution fee for the
contents according to the information about the destination place and the
i nformati on about the showi ng place 5 when it is determ ned that the
contents can be distributed in the step of determ ning whether or not the

contents can be diigi)i ki ed . feo IHve Fedhd RGeOFRE NOndbany of clainms 1 10
through 3, further conprising a step of: setting a distribution fee for the

contents dependi ng on &s udesagibed mabbviehe ippnseatkshifgt heshopesgapl ace
of the contents when it is determned that the contents can be distributed
~in the step of 1¥egdresr manser wBebhesedoromadthe hEDcofit éhtes usx ,bea low
distributed. 5. The nmethod according to any of clainms 1 through 4, further
conprising a stefeff:is set for a special member according to the
' 5 infbrmation about._the special member information
(for example, the information about a handicap
‘level, the presence/absence of an infant, étc.),
and stream—distributesr the contents (for example,
film) whén the usef agrees with the payment of the
10 fee. Thgs, a larger number of users (such as the
‘handicaéped, those having infants, etc. assigned a
lower fee) can be provided with an opportunity to
enjoy the contents utilizing the member information
without disordering the commercial domain of an
15_ existing movie theater.
FIG. 7 shows an example of the data structure
of a movie theater location. master. The movie
theater location master 5 records the following
information shown in FIG. 7 with each piece of
20 information associated with each other.
- Name of a movie theater
- Location
- Non-distributable area
- Area A {(an adjacent area except the location

25 or a non-distributable area)



20 recording informati on about a user who receives distribution of the

contents: and setting a distribution fee of the cont@gtsprRL@UOH Ng to the
recorded i nformati on about the user when it is deternlne% that the contents

can be 25 distributed in the step of determ ning whether or 28 April.
2004 36 not the contents can be distributed. 6. The nethod according to
claim5, wherein the information about the user relates to 5 whether or not
‘a user can receive a discount on a fee. 7.2% nethod for receiving

di stribution of contents, conprising steps of: 10 specifying distribution
of the.contents; and receiving a determ nation result as to whether or not
the contents can be distributed according to information about a show ng
pl ace in which the speci%ied ontents are,shown and i nformation about 15 a
destination place to whi ﬁe?hé'zﬁﬂt@ﬁﬁé g?étapgt FBWt 8geagA)A distribution
apparatus for distributi@g égﬁ}ents t hrough a network, conprising: 20
determ nati on neans for e? i ning whether or not the contents can be

di stributed according tygd nhHgtRat i O APt | Cg@g@hngngg@§§ igh y@%ﬁ@d he
contents are shown and information about a destination place to Ich the
~contents can be Zhdli sihifbetadiomnd debatn ntmg WARINATI A N@hdt Netne
5 commercial domain (covering range) of each movie
theater. Based on the covering range recorded in
the movie theater location master 5, the server 1
determines which the address of the user refers to,
a non-distributable area, an area A, or an area B,
10 and can set the prohibition of distribution, a high
fee, 'or a low fee, thereby providing a larger
number of users with an opportunity to enjoy film
{contents) without disordering the commercial
domain of an existing movie theater.
15 - FIG. 8 shows an example of the data structure
.0of a movie theater. In the film master 6, the
following information is recorded for each of the
contents with each piece of information associated
with each other.
20 - Title of film (title of contents)
- Distribution term
- Name of showing movie theater
+ Fee in area A |
Example 1: 800 yen for age of 60 or

25 over, 1,000 yen for age of 18 or over, and 500 yen



28 April 2004 37 contents can be distribute; and distribution neans for

distributing the contents to the destination throughpg RerilcRoogk. 5 9. A
conput er -r eadabl e storage nmedi um storing a' progran1useg to direct a

conmputer to , control distribution of contents through a network,
conprising steps of: determ ning Hhether or not the contents can be . LO
distributed according to informati on about a show ng place in which the
contents are shown and i nformation about aedestination place to which the
contents can . be distributed, and- determ ning whether or not the contents
can be distribute; and 15 distributing the contents. to the destination
.through the network. 10.. A programfor directing a conputer to control
distribution . of. contents thr h a . network, 20 conprising steps of:
-determ ni ng mhetﬁ§%' ﬁehévm%ﬂéﬂggontents can be distributed according to

information about a show ng plage i ich t contepts are sho d
i nformation about a destinati pﬁx%ﬁngggmgo \%ﬁllgf? and 2 O‘Eoﬁﬁgntosve\.,\lpé:él ' be
distributed; "~ ahgh @R} §/dH HdW aglid¥dt |1 2004 38 5

Fee in area B

5 - Example 1: 500 yen
- Example 2: 600 yen

By recording the above mentioned information
as associated with each other in the film master 6,
the server 1 c¢an manage the contents in the

10 distribution term, that is, in the distribution
right retention term in which the contents cah be
distributed to the user through the network 22.
Additionally, the fee setting unit 14 can set the
corresponding fee shown in FIGS. 4 and 5 for the

15 ages 60 or over, 18 or over, under 18, area A
(adjacent area), area B (other areas), etc. Thus, a
larger number of users can be provided with the
opportunity to enjoy film (contents) at a lower fee
without disordering the commercial domain of the

20 existing movie theaters showing the film.

FIG. 9 shows an example of the data structure
of a member information master. The member
information master 7 contains the following
information about each member.

25 - member ID




| 0 15 whether or not the contents can be distribute: and distributing the

contents to the destination through the network. 11.54 Q%@@b@ﬁ data signal

enbodied is a carrier wave storing a conputer prograntuse 0. direct a
conmputer to control distribution of contents through a.network, conprising
steps of: determ ning whether or not.the contents can be distributed'.
according - to information about a showi ng place in which the contents are
shown and i nformati on about a destination~%face to which the contents can
be distributed, and determ ni ng whether or not the contents can be
distribute; and distributing the contents to the destination through the
network.. 12. A conputer program product having a conputerreadabl e storage
- medi um storing a program,gpde . 20 nodule used to direct a conputer to
control. distribution of contents thraugtt- a network; conprising: a
program code nodul e of .dg§g+8%8i ng whet her or not the contents can be
- distributed according to 25 ° ' iaformata: on about a sh'owirig .:p' ~ace .
.iniah3ch the :." . 28ade 39 contents are shown and i'nformation . about a
destination place to which the contents can be distributed, and determ ning
whet her or not the contegésdean be distribute: and 5 a program code nodul e
~of distributing the contents to the destination through the network.
INVF/NA/ NS/ N/ N@/ N/ Natdhies/ N d/ N@I/ M d/ NyG N#j \/ NG NO\/ NG NG N */ N/
N@ '
By recording the information about each member
in the member information master 7, the server 1
can retrieve the address, the age, etc. of the user
from ‘the member information master 7 and set the
10 corresponding fee according to the information with
a larger number of wusers provided with the
opportunity to enjoy'film (contents} at a lower fee
without disordering the commercial domain of the
existing movie theaters showing the film.
15 FIG. 10 shows an example of the data structure
of a showing movie theater master, The showing
movie theater master 4 contains the following
information about the contents shown in the movie

theater.
20 - name of a movie theater
- title of film
- running term
- others
By recording the information about the

25 contents shown in each movie theater in the showing
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movie theater master 4, the server 1 can retrieve
the movie theater showing the film (contents)
selected by the user from the showing movie theater
master 4 and set the corresponding fee accordiné to
6 the information with a larger number of users
provided with the film (contents) at a lower fee
without discrdering the commerbial domain.
FIG. 11 shows an example of the data structure .
of a specific member master. The special member
10 master 8 contains the following informétion'about a
member recorded as a specific member.
- user ID (specific member ID)
- name
- address
15 . age
- handicap level
. presence/absence of a child
- others
By recording the information about a specific
20 member in the special member master 8, the server 1
can set a low fee if the user requesting the
distribution of film (contents) is a specific
member with a larger number of users provided with
the film {contents) without disordering the

25 commercial domain of the existing movie theater,
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etc.

The server 1 and each of the terminals 10 and
23 can be configured using the computer as shown.in
FIG. 12. A computer 30 shown in FIG. 12 comprises a

5 CPU 31, memory 32, an input device 33, an output

device 34, an external storage device 35, a medium
_drive device 36,'and a network connection device 37.
. These components are interconnected through a bus
38.

10 The memory 32 comprises, for example, ROM
(read only memory), RAM, etc., and stores a program
and data for use in a process. The CPU 31 performs
a necessary process by executing a program using
the memory 32.

15 Each component configuring thé above mentioned
server 1 is stored as a program in a specific.
program code segment of the memory 32. The input
device 33 is, for example, a keyboard, a pointing
device, a touch panel, etc., and is wused in

20 inputting an instruction and information from a
user. The output device 34 is, for example, a
display, a printer, etc., and is used in outputting
an inquiry, a process result, etc.

The external storage device 35 is, for example,

25 a magnetic disk device, an optical disk device, a
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magneto-optical disk device, etec. The above
mentioned program and data are stored in the
external storage device 35 to load them into the
memory 32 for use as necessary.

5 . The medium drive device 36 drives a portable
storage medium 39, and accesses the contents stored
on it. The portable storage medium 33 can be a
computer-readable stdrage medium such as a memory
card, a memory stick, a flexible disk, -CD—ROM

10 - {compact disc read only memory), an optical disk, a
magneto-optic disk, a DVD (digital versatile disk),
etc. The above mentioned program and data can be
stored on the portable storage medium 39 for use as
necessary by locading them into the memory 32.

15 The network connection device 37 communicates
with other devices through the network 9 or 22
(circuit) and converts data for communications, and
can receive the above mentioned program and data
from an external device.

20 FIG. 13 shows é computer-readable storage
medium and a transmission signal capable of
providing the computer 30 shown in FIG. 12 with a
program and data.

The present invention can also be configured

25 as a computer-readable portable storage medium 39
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- 10 h 10 h functions similar to those realized by each of the
| above mentioned configurations of the present
invention.

5 .In the embodihents, a& program used to direct a
computer to perform the process similar to that
performed by the server 1 and the ferminals 10 and
23 can be stored in advance on the cémputer—
readable portable storage medium 39, read by the

10 computer 30 from the portable storage medium 39 as
shown in FIG. 13, temporarily stored in the memory
32 of the computer 30 or the external storage
device 35, and read and executed by the CPU 31 of
the computer 30.

15 Furthermore, a transmission signal to be
‘transmitted through a line 41 (transmission medium)
when a program is downloaded into the computer 30
by a program (data) provider 40 can also direct a
general-purpose computer to perform the functions

20 corresponding to each of the devices explained by
referring to the above mentioned embodiments of the
present invention.

The embodiments of the present invention have
been explained above, but the present invention is

25 - hot limited to the above mentioned embodiments, but
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h h 5 domain of contents (pay film) to be distributed to
a terminal of a user throﬁgh a network such as a
local or small TV station, CATV (cable V), etc.
within a limited area, the presenf invention can be
applied to set the prohibition of distribution, a
10 high fee, a low fee, etc. for the contents for each
of the areas Within.the commercial domain, in the
vicinity (the above mentioned area A), in other
domains, etc. Thus, a larger number of user can be
provided with the opportunity to enjoy the contents
15 by utilizing the member _informatioﬁ without
disordering the commercial domain of an existing
local or small TV station, CATV,-etc.
Additionally, each unit and each master
configuring the server 1 realize a series of
20 business processes by operating in cooperation with
each other. These units and DBs can be provided in
the same server or in different servers to operate

in cooperation with each other through a network.

25 Industrial Applicability
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contents are selected or specified by a user, it
can be determined whether or not the contents can
be distributed according to the information, etc.
5 about a member (ménxber information) and about a
movie theater, and a fee can be set, thereby
providing a larger number of users with an
opportunity to enjoy contents by utilizing the
member information. without disordering an existing

10 movie theater, etc.
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1. A diétributing method for distributing
contents through a network, comprising steps of:
5 récording a showihg place in which the
cohtents are shown;
recording a destination place to which the
contents are distributed; and
determining whether or not the contents can be
10 distributed according to information about the
.showing pPlace in which the recorded contents are
shown and information about the destination place

to which the recorded contents are distributed.

15 2. The method according to claim 1, further
comprising a step of:

in said step of determining whether or not the

contents can be distributed, prohibiting the

distribution of the contents when an area to whiéh

20 the showing place belongs matches an area to which

the destination place ©belongs or when the

destination place is included in a vicinal area of

the showing place.

25 3. The method according to claim 1 or 2, further
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s\ (10% & ()-W hs\ ( 10% (deX gV a8 distribution fee for the contents
' depending on a running term of the contents in the

showing place of the contents when it is determined

that the contents can be distributed in the step of

15 determining whether or not the contents can be
distributed.
5. The method according to any of claims 1

through 4, further comprising a step of:
20 recording information about a user who
receives distribution of the contents; and
setting a distribution fee of the contents
according to the recorded information about the
user when it is determined that the contents can be

25 distributed in the step of determining whether or
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6. The method according to claim 5, wherein
the information about the user relates to

whether or not a user can receive a discount on a

fee,

7. A method for receiving distribution of
contents, comprising steps of:
specifying distribution of the contents:; and
receiving a determination result as to whether
or not the contents can be distributed according to
information about a showing place in which -the
specified contents are shown and information about

a destination place to which the contents are

distributed.

8. A distribution apparatus for distributing
contents through a network, comprising:
determination means for determining whether or
not the contents can be distributed accordiﬁg to
information about a showing place in which the
contents are shown and information about a
destination place to which the contents can be

distributed, and determining whether or not the
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' 1nformatlon about a destlnatlon place to whlch the

contents can - be  distributed, and determlnlng-

‘whetherVOr not the contents can be dlstrlbute, and
15_ dlstrlbutlng the contents .to the destlnatnxl
through the network.

.10, . A program. for directlng a computer to control

_dlstrlbutlon _ of contents - through a . network,

- 20 comprlslng steps of:
~determining whether or not the contents can be

- distributed according to information about a

show1ng place in which the contents are shown and

'1nformat10n about a destination: place ‘to which the - .. .=

“25“*““contentsx“cén“'bef dlstrlbutédr“f”hﬂ

det.emlnlngi AT
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_ whether or not the contents can be distribute; and

| dlstrlbutlng the contents to the destination
through the network

5 1. A computer data signal embodied in -a carrier

wave stora.ng a computer program - used to dlrect a

computer to control- dlstrlbutlon of contents

-through a .network, comprising eteps of:

determining whether or not the contents can be

10 . distributed  according ' to information  about a-

showing place in which the contents are shown end

-information about a destination place to which the’

contents can be distributed, and determlningr

whether or not the contents can be dlstrlbute, and

15 distributing the contents to the’ destlnation.

through the network.

12. A computer program product having a computer—

_:readable storage medium storing a program code .

20 -module used to <direct a computer -to control

_'.distribu't.ion- ~of contents -throﬁgh-r‘ ~a network,

comp-risingr'

A program code module of determlnlng whether

or. not the contents can be distributed according toc - -

2% J.nformat:L.on ‘about. ‘a shéwing iiplade  idin. which the
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contents . .are . .shown and 1nformatlon . about a

'destlnatlon place to which the contents

dlstrlbuted

can be
and determlnlng whether or not the

contents can be dlstrlbute, and

a program code module of distributing the

contents to the destinatlon through the network.



