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As a result, significant time can be spent on properly unfolding a sterile wrapped object

or the user wilt routinely compromise asepsis by accidentally touching the inside of the

wrap.

It is an object of the present invention to provide an improved wrap which, at least in

some embodiments, enables an object to be unwrapped much more efficiently that
previously possible while maintaining asepsis of the object and the aseptic field of the

wrap.

Disclosure of the Invention

Accordingly, the present invention provides a wrap for wrapping an object to be sterilised,

the wrap having four edges bound by a periphery, with a first edge on one side of the

periphery and a second edge on a side of the periphery opposite to the first side, wherein

the wrap has at least a first tab forming part of the periphery of the first edge and at least

a second tab forming part of the periphery of the second edge, the first tab being
diagonally opposite the second tab.

The invention also includes a method of wrapping an object to be sterilised using the wrap
of the invention, the method including the steps of:

(a) positioning the object on the wrap so that the object is located between the first

edge and the second edge;

(b) folding the wrap at a first fold line a small distance inboard of the first edge so that

the first tab is under the wrap;

(c) folding the wrap at a second fold line, inboard of the first fold line, towards the

object so that the object is minimally covered by the wrap;

(d) folding the wrap at a third fold line a small distance inboard of the second edge so
that the second tab is under the wrap;

(e) folding the wrap at a fourth fold line, inboard of the third fold line, towards the

object so that the object is further covered by the wrap; and

(f) folding the wrap in a direction substantially perpendicular to the first to fourth fold

lines.

Optionally, a step may be added between step (b) and step (c), namely:

(bl) folding the wrap towards the object at an optional fold line a small distance
inboard of the first fold.
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Step (bl) may be taken when the object is small and may be repeated as many times as
necessary. Preferably, the or each optional fold line is of a similar distance to that between
the first fold line and the first edge. An example of such a distance is 2.5 to 5cm

The invention also provides a method of unwrapping the wrapped object, the method
5 including the steps of:

(a) removing or tearing any sticker holding the wrap around the wrapped object;

(b) unfolding the wrap in directions substantially perpendicular to the first fold line;

(c) using the or each second tab to pull the wrap away from the object; and

using the or each first tab to pull the wrap away from the object. The wrap of the invention

is preferably rectilinear and of a relatively small size, being up to about i metre x i metre
in dimensions. A preferred size is about 500 x 500 mm.

The material of the wrap is preferably the same type of lightweight plastic currently in use
for wrapping small disposable objects such as trays, of up to 45 gsm.

The wrap if rectilinear may have square corners, but preferably the corners are rounded.

The first tab is located diagonally opposite the second tab. In an especially−preferred

embodiment, there are two tabs at the first edge and two tabs at the second edge, the

tabs at the first edge being spaced apart and located opposite the tabs at the second edge.

Each tab may be of any suitable shape. In a preferred embodiment, each tab has parallel

sides and a rounded end.

The tabs may be integral with the wrap or may be added to the wrap in any suitable way,
including using adhesive or spot welding.

The wrap preferably has a length and width which is at least four times the length and

width of the object. For example, if the object measures about 100 x 100 mm, the wrap
(excluding tabs) is a minimum of 400 x 400 mm. This enables the object to be wrapped in
several layers, as illustrated in the examples shown in the drawings.

In the method of the invention, the object to be wrapped is preferably positioned on the

wrap according to the size of the object. If, for example, the object is small, it is preferably

positioned about midway between the edges of the wrap which do not have any tabs, but
closer to second tabbed edge, such as inboard of the second edge by about the length of

the object plus about 2 cm.
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1.

25

7.

8.

i0.

ii.

A wrap for wrapping an object to be sterilised, the wrap having four edges bound

by a periphery, with a first edge on one side of the periphery and a second edge

on a side of the periphery opposite to the first side, wherein"

− the wrap has at least a first tab forming part of the periphery of the first edge

and at least a second tab forming part of the periphery of the second edge; and

− the first tab is diagonally opposite the second tab.

The wrap of claim 1, wherein the wrap has a third tab forming part of the periphery

of the first edge and a fourth tab forming part of the periphery of the second edge,

the third tab being diagonally opposite the fourth tab.

The wrap of claim 2, wherein the first and third tabs at the first edge are spaced

apart and the second and fourth tabs at the second edge are spaced apart.

The wrap of claim 3, wherein the first tab is opposite the fourth tab and the third

tab is opposite the second tab.

The wrap of any one of claims 1 to 4, wherein each tab has parallel sides and a
rounded end.

The wrap of any one of claims I to 5, wherein each tab is integral with the wrap.

The wrap of any one of claims I to 6, wherein the wrap is rectilinear.

The wrap of claim 7, wherein the wrap has dimensions of up to about 1metre by

i metre.

The wrap of claim 7, wherein the wrap has dimensions of up to about 500 mm by
500 mm.

The wrap of any one of claims 7 to 9 wherein the wrap has rounded corners.

A method of wrapping an object to be sterilised using the wrap as claimed in any
one of claims 1 to 10, the method including the steps of:

(a) positioning the object on the wrap so that the object is located

approximately between the first edge and the second edge;

(b) folding the wrap at a first fold line a small distance inboard of the first edge

so that the first tab is under the wrap;

9

AMENDED SHEET
TqlU~ A /ATT
IJL ~L,Z~XJ Z~ U



PCT/AU2018/000143
Received 21/06/2019

5

12.

10

13.

14.

15

15.

16.

17.

20 18.

25

(c) folding the wrap at a second fold line, inboard of the first fold line, towards

the object so that the object is minimally covered by the wrap;

(d) folding the wrap at a third fold line a small distance inboard of the second
edge so that the second tab is under the wrap;

(e) folding the wrap at a fourth fold line, inboard of the third fold line, towards

the object so that the object is further covered by the wrap; and

(f) folding the wrap in a direction substantially perpendicular to the first to
fourth fold lines.

The method of claim ii, which includes step (bl) between step (b) and step (c),

namely:

(bl) folding the wrap towards the object at an optional fold line a small distance
inboard of the first fold.

The method of claim 12, wherein step (bl) is repeated at least once.

The method of any one of claims claim 11 to 13, wherein the wrap is further folded

in directions substantially perpendicular to the first to fourth fold lines.

The method of claim 14, wherein a sticker is applied to the wrap to hold the wrap
around the wrapped object.

A wrapped object wherein the wrap is as claimed in any one of claims i to 10.

A wrapped object produced by the method claimed in any one of claims 11 to 15.

A method of unwrapping a wrapped object as claimed in claim 17, the method

including the steps of:

(a) removing or tearing any sticker holding the wrap around the wrapped

object;

(b) unfolding the wrap in directions substantially perpendicular to the first to
fourth fold lines;

(c)
and

using the or each second tab to pull the wrap away from the folded object;

(d) using the or each first tab at the to pull the wrap away from the folded

object.
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