
ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE  DUST AND SCRATCH DETECTION FOR AN IMAGE SCANNER
Multiple scans of the same object are obtained, where for any given line on
the object to be scanned, the angle of the illumination is different for
each scan. The different scans are obtained from different rows of
photosensors that are separated (l08, 500, 600; 110, 508, 606). Because the
angles of illumination are different, the resulting shadows (400, 402, 404)
in each scan are different. The multiple scans may be combined into a
single composite color image (FIG. 4). In a composite image, a dust
particle may generate a series of overlapping shadows, where each shadow is
a different color. Searching the composite image for the unique pattern of
colors may identify artifacts or defects. Alternatively, the data for one
scanned image may be compared to the data for another scanned image, and
any differences may be due to shadows, which may indicate defects. (FIG. 2)


