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FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to office panelling

systems and to desking systems. In particular,

the

invention relates to a combination panelling and desking

system.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Office panelling systems are now recognized as one
of the best approaches for subdividing office space into
individual work units or cells due to the flexibility of

such systems to be changed to meet changing needs
as the ability of the system to be dissembled and
other sites.

as well
moved to

Panelling systems now have the capability of

conveniently providing high capacity power to particular
work stations as well as allowing the distribution of

communication wires and the like to work stations.

TEKNION* office panelling systems have gained wide
acceptance in the marketplace and the structure of this

panelling system is generally shown in United States Patent

" 4,535, 577, which is incorporated herein by reference.

This

system ‘has individual- offlce panels 1nterconnected, ‘with

each offlce panel hav1ng an interior frame which supports
decoratlve or functional cover elements to the exterior of

the frame.

Various horizontal channels are provided for

securing of office accessories, such as work surfaces and

overhead bins.

This panelling system has gained wide

acceptance in the marketplace and provides poWer at desk

height.

Panelling systems which support work surfa
either side thereof are the most common system in
America, whereas in Europe, the approach has been

panels or partitions thereon.

*TEKNION - trademark of TEKNION FURNITURE SYSTEMS
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~provide a desking system which is capable of supporting
These two alternative
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conmmuni cati on wires and thehlike to work stations.:

panel I i ng systens have gai ned wi de 20 acceptance _in the r Rl_ace and
the structure of this panelling systemis general : L ates
Pat ent 4,535,577, which is incorporated herein by re ﬂ n ystem
has individual office panels interconnected2 with ea havi ng

an interior frame which supports 25 decorative or functional cover
el enents to the exterlor of the frame. Various horizontal channels.are

provi ded for s gﬁﬁgﬁi ces d
over head bins. %‘jﬁ;s paneﬁ 1 ng system has gal neék?‘Ia ggs\ggceg%ﬁ% g [ nFt6
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support work suidAc i tacdd NP ioift PP Partitulae ERehngeiERe GiEhEALi N
North Aneri ca, ereas | n Europe, e _approa h has been to
any panels associated therewit In other cases, it is
5 desirable to merely subdivide the space without the need
for work surfaces. In the first case; a desking system is
more desirable, whereas in the second case, a panelling
system is more desirable. These systems, because of the
different principles.involved, operate basically
10 independently of the other type of system. There remains a
need to provide a system which addresses the various
demands of the marketplace while accommodating the ability
to readily alter any work space environment. There also’
remains a need to providg a system where the storage of

15 additional components is reduced.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
A system for dividing an open area into working
arrangements, according to the present invention, comprises
20 a number of interconnected panels supporting work surfaces
to the sides thereof and a desking arrangement having as
part thereof supported work surfaces, wherein the work
surfaces of the system are interchangeable and can be
supported by either the desking arréngement or the panels.
25° According to an aspect of the invention, the work
surfaces are releasably supported and can be removed or
installed without requiring tools. '
According to yet a further aspect of the invention,
the system includes a supply of work surfaces of various
30 configurations, with this supply of work surfaces
accommodating changes .in the work surface configuration of
the overall system. With this arrangemént, the support
structure for supporting the work surfaces either to a
panel or the supports for defining work surfaces of the
35 desking arrangement convenieritly releasably support the
work surfaces, such that the work surfaces are readily
interchaﬁgeable with other work surfaces, whereby greater
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provi de a desking systemwhich is capabl e of supporting 35 panels or
partitions thereon. These two alternative *TEKNION - trademark of TEKNI ON
FURNI TURE SYSTEMS approaches each have advantages and di sadvant ages. For
exanple, in sone cases, it is desirable to have a nunber of work surfaces
laid out in a particular arrangenment w thout any panel s associ at ed
therewith. In other cases, it is 5 desirable to nerely subdivide the space
W thout the nefllekbbilbtk $srposeiblée N turbtHitlsis crangemski ronlyytiem i s

dosi rabi e, TnotgtR 6EEEatls OF A1 GRS B Gnfl NEETuaaK PN A dHS
oper at e basi cabpystored naeperpesed \tofa t¢cenplere supplwiofydaska. There
renains a Furthermore, with this arrangement; the support structure
- 5 for the work surfaces can be knocked down, thus reducing
storage difficulties. |
According to another aspect of the invention, a
number of the work surfaces include at least one end
configuration for at least partially defining a transition

10 in the longitudinal axis of the work surface, which
transition occurs between two adjacent work surfaces.

In the past, separate junction members have been
used to join two separate work surfaces. It has been found
that work surfaces, at least partially defining a

15 transition or fully defining a transition such that the
transition is integral with the work surface, simplify the
overall system and allow for great flexibility in modifying
the layout to meet specialized needs.

A combination office panelling and office desking

20 éystem, according to the present invention, comprises
office panels supporting to one side thereuf work surfaces
which cooperate with work surfaces of the office desking
system to define continuous or interrelated work surfaces
at the transition between work surfaces of the panelling

25 sgystem and the desking system. The panelling system

" includes means for supporting the work surfaces and the
desking system includes means for supporting the work
surfaces, with these work surfaces being supported by
either the panelling system or the desking system.

30 _ According to an aspect of the invention, the
distribution of eledtrical power and/or cpmmunication
wiring is easily accomplished and can pass from panel to
desking system or desking system to panel.

According to a preferred aspect of the invention,

35 the electrical power and communication wiring are each
maintained interior to the pgnelling system or the desking

system.
This Sheet Has Been Replaced -
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need to provide a system which addresses the various demands of the

rar ket pl ace while accommpdating the ability to readily alter any work space
environnent. There also remains a need to provide a system where the
storage of 15 additional conponents is reduced. A system which includes a
frame for a panelling arrangenent which also can be conbined wi th a desking
arrangenment is shown in EP-A-0 458 264. -This system does not allow for off
panel nodul e points of transition from 20 panelling arrangenent to- desking
arrangenment. SUMVARY OF THE | NVENTI ON A system for dividing an open ar ea

2 unber of Ui nt er con Bt AR oS ek AR e T e ABvRE Byes.
t her eof and athesbﬂagtamcamganﬂntohmunngaasopacablésreaﬁ Iseliglenid eih wor k
surfaces. Thepgaabey¥Ph¥ut threading through the desking system.

The invention also relates to a system for

5 subdividing in open areas by means of panels and desking
arrangements which have cooperating working surfaces at
desk height whereby the work surface is non-disjunctive at
points of transition between work surface supported by
panels and work surfaces supported by said desking

10 arrangement.

A_desking system according to the present invention
has a number of desks cooperating to define as work surface
arrangement. At least one of the desks has two opposed
telescopic leg arrangements interconnected by a beam

15 assembly fixedly secured to the lower telescopic sections
and defining a modesty panel of the at least one desk. The
beam assembly includes an open channel means for having
1aiq therein wires, cables and/or power cables. The at
least one desk has means for varying the height of a work

20 surface supported by said telescopic legs. The means for
varying telescoping said legs as required to vary the
height of.said work surface, whereby the work surface is of
variable height and the height of said connecting beam
remains fixed.

25
BRIFF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Preferred embodiments of the invention are shown in
the drawings, wherein:

Figure 1 is a partial perspective view of the

30 combination office panelling and desking system;

Figure 2 is a partial perspective view showing
securement of a working surface. to the panelling system;

Figure 3 is a vertical view showing securement of
one support member to the frame of an office panelling

35 gystem;

iThis Sheet Has Been Replacec
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stations defined by the interconnected panels and work stations defined by .
the desking system There is also a 30 work station defined by the

conbi ned of fice panels and desking arrangenent, with this work station
having a work surface with a transition position between the panels and the
desk arrangenent at a location internediate the | ength of a panel. Wrk
surfaces may be supported at any of the 3% “host of positions in the length
of each panel. According to yet a further aspect of the invention, the

T e ees, % Bk o Shke B BSAT S rIBEAEI s st PR £,
confi gur at i oramfangement for securing of a support arrangement to the
frame of an office panel;
Figure 5 is a top view showing a combination office
S panelling and desking system;

Figure 5A is a perspective view showing a floor
plate locking the angular relationship of two adjacent feet
of the desking system;

Figure 6 is a perspective view showing one support

10 arrangement of the desking system having associated
therewith an electrical power feed arrangement;

Figure 7 is a vertical section of one of the
support arrangements for the desking system;

Figure 8 is a partial sectional view showing

15 securement of the work surfaces of the support arrangement;

Figure 9 is a rear view of one desk of the desking
system;

Figure 10 is a perspective view of a height
adjustable monitor support table; and

20 Figure 11 is a sectional view of the central
support of the monitor support table with covers.

ED P THE D NT
The combination office panelling and desking system
25 1 shown in the drawings comprises an office panelling
system, generally shown as 2, made up of individual office
panels 4 all interconnected and which interact to support
one another. The individual office panels 4 have removable
cover or functional elements 6 supported to one side of a
30 panel frame 8. Securing channels 10, shown in Figure 3,
are accessible at the horizontal junction between stacked
- cover or functional elements 6.
The desking system is generally shown as 20 and is
. the portion of the system which is supported independently
35 -of the panelling system 2. Work surface 40 is directly
sﬁpported by the desking system 20 by means of support
arrangements 42. The ends 44 and 46 of the work surface 40
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the overall system Wth this arrangenment, the support structure for
supporting the work surfaces either to a 5 panel or the supports for
defining work surfaces of the desking arrangement conveniently rel easably
support the work surfaces, such that the work surfaces are readily

i nterchangeable with other work surfacess @hereby greater flexibility is
possible. Wth this arrangenent, only the 10 work surfaces or an extra
supply of work surfaces need to be stored as opposed to a conplete supply
of Eesksf Furhb@bnnsepawttthhesfatrang@henn segrert®pbd tard riits uthass t he
wor k surfaces, can 0 Chn [ 15
According to gﬁgpﬁe 1z§g‘ gggﬂ ﬂQWS"&ﬁ@@ﬂ??gﬁ éa&rl]%ﬁ e?ﬁﬁ &jf%]%ét%o%i d;Llsjrfaces
i ncl ude at | e&de dnagenudennﬂuganatpéntherwefkl%%Efa?ﬁ§t$Qu4%ﬁcﬁ91 ning a

transition in the | ongbixdigakaddi 30 Ofs téeppe¥ted 1y atR paticllling

'S system and the support arrangement 32 which is connected
directly to a panel 4. Each support arrangement 32 engages
a panel and also includes a support surface 39 engaging the
floor. The support arrangement 32 includes legs 33,
rearwardly extending connecting sections 34, a panel

10 engaging bracket 36 at the top and bottom of the rearwardly
extending connection section 34, with each panel engaging
bracket 36 having a hook 37 and a rotatable cam 38 pivotted
atop the bracket around a pivot pin 39. As shown in Figure
3, the bracket 36 has its hook received within the channel

15 10 of a frame with the channel having a lower lip 12. The
hook is thus trapped behind the lower lip by means of the
cam 38 which is rotated and forced into engagement with the
top surface of the channel 10 or the rear surface of the
channel 10. The hook 37 becomes trapped within the channel

20 and, thus, positively engages the support arrangement 32
with the channels 10 of the panels 4. These support
arrangements 32 with the cam in a release position, are
free to slide along the length of the channel and be at any
place along the length of the channel. This provides great

25 freedom with respect to the use of these support structures
and allows appropriate placement of these support
arrangements .32 in accordance with the particular legs of
the work surface being supported. Details of this
engagement and of the support arrangement 32 are shown in

30 Figures 2, 3 and 4.

The combined office panelling and desking system is
partially shown in Figure 5 where it can be seen that the
panelling system 2 is extending in a generally straight
line defined by the individual connected panels 4 and have

35 associated therewith a work surface 30 supported from the
| panels 4. Work surface 30 includes a transition section 31
‘which mates with the work surface 40 adjacent thereto.
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transition occurs between two adjacent work surfaces. 20 _ In the
past, separate junction nenbers have been used to join two separate work
surfaces.- It has been found that work surfaces, at |east partially defining
a transition or fully defining a transition such that the transition is
integral with the work surface, sinplify the 25 overall systemand all ow
for great flexibility in nodifying the layout to neet specialized needs. A
conbi nati on office panelling and office desking system according to the

Rork surf aces "B0% FREERCESSBerar BURPPRERAIRY ST AU S et (e di ng
system to def indivéduahudegsoshowheinetiat eed woitkes laridcamring herdmr ansi t i on
between viork 3UGHRERE Phe! BEoRBNELLL G SYSHETBANERLd Y FIARK 1L HERAE Bagd! o
can be internmedrate or off-nodule relative to the panel -Tength. e
panel | i ng of work surface 40. Work surface 40a includes a transition
5 segment 41 which cooperates with surface 40 to provide a
further change in direction of the longitudinal axis of the
work surface defined collectively by work surface 30, work
surface 40 and work surface 40a. It should be noted that
the transitional segments 31 and 41 are integral with the
10 respective work surfaces. Thus, it can be seen that a
smooth transition has been provided between the work
surfaces supported from the panel and a separate section
where the work surface is supported by the desking system
20 defined by the two abutting work surfaces. In the lower
15 righthand portion of the Figure, a separate desk supporting
work surface 40b has been provided. Thus, it can be seen
that the desking system can support individual working
surfaces, such as 40b, or it can cooperate and support
other work surfaces 40 and 40a. The'segments 35 associated
20 with work surface 30 aré supports attached at the top of
legs 33 and preferably releasably engage rails on the
underside of the work surface.

A raised pedestal work surface 40c is shown and

details of that support arrangement are illustrated in
25 Figure 10. '

The desking system includes a foot bracket 45 shown
in Figure 5A which engages the each foot 66 of adjacent leg
supports 42 whereby adjacent feet of support legs can be
mechanically fixed. Various different floor plates can be

30 provided for different angular relationships. These floor
plates also simplify initial installation. This serves to
retain the abutting relationship of adjacent work surfaces
whereby the work surfaceé are not directly connected one to
the others. The connecting conduit 90 mechanically

35 . interconnects the structure of the lower support legs,
providing a further mechanical connection retaining the
predetermined relationship, In this way, adjacent legs of
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35 system i ncl udes neans for supporting the work surfaces and the deski.ng

system i ncludes nmeans for supporting the work -4- surfaces, with these
wor k surfaces being supported by either the panelling systemor the desking
system BRI EF DESCRI PTI ON OF THE DRAW NGS 5 Preferred enbodi nents

of the invention are shown in the dra\/\nngs8 wherein: Figure 1 is a partia
perspective view of t he conbination office¥panelling and deski ng system
Figure 2 is a partial perspective view showi ng 10 securenent of a working

:gLL?gﬁE;? EP%H%Magéfim%'§¥§E%%!agggﬁgghgnﬁéaflyeéﬁégéédVé@“ﬁﬁgowéﬂgical
positions while allowing the height of adjacent wqu
surfaces to be independently varied.

With the arrangement the work surfaces need not be

5 the same level and can be independently adjusted in height
as may be required for particular function.

Each desk unit includes a beam assembly 70 which
forms a modesty panel. Connecting conduits 90 form an
extension of the modesty panel and mechanically connect one

10 such modesty panel to an adjacent modesty panel or an
office panel. Further details are shown in Figure 6.

One unit of the'desking system 20 is shown in
Figure 6. Leg members 42 are positioned to either side of
the work surface 40 and comprise a lower telescopic leg

15 section 60 and upper telescopic leg section 62. The upper
telescopic leg section supports a work surface engaging
member 64 and preferably releasably engages a work surface
in the manner shown in Figures 7 and 8. The lower
telescopic leg sections 60 are interconnected by a

20 connecting beam assembly 70. The beam assembly 70 includes
a hinged front panel 72, a lower connecting member 74, a
horizontal intermediate connecting member 76 and an upper
horizontal connecting member 78. Member 76 accommodates
the power feed 80 as it passes through the desking system,

25 with horizontal connecting member 78 accommodating power
outlet receptacles 82. Horizontal connecting member 74
would typically accept communication type wires which are
normally spaced from the power electrical feed 80.

The hinged front panel 72 is notched in the center

30 thereof to partially expose power receptacle 82 and allow
convenient access thereto. The front panel is hinged
downwardly as shown in Figure 6 for laying in of armoured
cable and communication wiring.

A power feed 84 for office or other equipment is

35 shown in Figure 6 connected to the power outlet receptacle
82. The user can easily make this connection by lowering
‘panel 72, exposing receptacle 82. The connecting beam 70
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one support nenber to the franme of an office:-panelling system- »~ =5- - - ..
FRigure 4 is a partial perspective view show ng one arrangenent for securing
of a support arrangenment to the frame of an office panel; Figure 5is a top
vi ew showi ng a conbi nation office 5 panelling and deski ng system Figure 5A
is a perspective view showing a fl oor pLaéﬁ.Jocklng t he angul ar

rel ati onship of -twa adj acent feet of the desking system Figure 6 is a
perspective view show ng one support 10 arrangenent of the desking system

having associ 818§ includes a hinged back panel 86. It can be seen that
when the front panel 72 is in a vertical or closed
position, such as shown in Figure 7, the front panel hides
the structural features of the connecting beam assembly and

5 the various power feeds that run therethrough or electrical

connections made therein. The power feed 80 is introduced
to the beam assembly adjacent the lower edge thereof and
the various components allow for the feeding of cables
without stringing through the system. A number of slots

10 are provided where the horizontal connecting members join
with the lower telescopic sections to accommodate the
transition of electrical power and communication cables
behind lower telescopic leg section 60. 1In some cases, it
may be desirable to introduce the feed between cooperating

15 lower telescopic sections, which is also possible and the
beam assembly can have feed ports or slots appropriately
spaced for feeding of wires and the like interior of the
connecting beam assembly 70. The lower telescopic leg
section 60 includes a removable cover arrangement 61

20 through which a power feed can enter the interior of the
leg and gain access to the beam assembly 70. Also shown in
Figure 6 is a connecting conduit 20 which runs between
adjacent lower telescopic leg sections and by means of
which the power feed 80 is concealed.

25 ' The intermediate connectihg member 76 has notches
77 at either end thereof creating a gap between the lower
telescopic leg section 61 and the ends of the intermediate
member 76. These gaps allow cables and armoured cable to
pass therethrough to enter, leave or vary levels within the

30 beam assembly. .Such wirés, cables, armoured cable and the
like may be laid in the appropriate channel or tray from
behind the beam assembly without threading through ports
thus simplifying installation. Even concealment of cables

. by passing upward behind the removable arms of the lower

35 . telescopic leg sections without threading as the covers are

removable. Similarly connecting conduit 90 can have a
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therewith an el ectrical power feed arrangenent; Figure 7 is a vertical
section of one of the support arrangenents for the desking system Figure 8
i's a partial sectional vi ew showi ng 15 securement of the work surfaces of
the support arrangenent; Figure 9- is a regy vi ew of one desk of the desking’
system Figure 10 is a perspective view of a hei ght adjustabl e nonitor
support table; and 20 Flgure 11 is a sectional view of the centra

support of th POt 5 I Al EDy P OF
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general 1y shoygs dlﬁl % Ufs Adndvfli1¥ fiufaur@f F,C e neatelont4 pahkl hides

|nterconnected an teract to suppo
the structural features of the connectlng beam assembly and

5 the various power feeds that run therethrough or electrical

connections made therein. The power feed 80 is introduced
to the beam assembly adjacent the lower edge thereof and
the various components allow for the feeding of cables
without stringing through the system. A number of slots

10 are provided where the horizontal connecting members join
with the lower telescopic sections to accommodate the
transition of electrical power and communication cables
behind lower telescopic leg section 60. In some cases, it
may be desirable to introduce the feed between cooperating

15 1lower telescopic sections, which is also possible and the
beam assembly can have feed ports or slots apprdpriately
spaced for feeding of wires and the like interior of the
connecting beam assembly 70. The lower telescopic leg
section 60 includes a removable cover arrangement 61

20 through which a power feed can enter the interior of the
leg and gain access to the beam assembly 70. Also shown in
Figure 6 is a connecting conduit 90 which runs between
adjacent lower telescopic leg sections and by means of
which the power feed 80 is concealed.

25 The intermediate connecting member 76 has notches
77 at either end thereof creating a gap between the lowef
telescopic leg section 61 and the ends of the intermediate
member 76. These gaps allow cables and armoured cable to
pass therethrough to enter, leave or vary levels within the

30 beam assembly. Such wires, cables, armoured cable and the
like may be laid in the appropriate channel or tray from
behind the beam assembly without threading through ports
thus simplifying installation. Even concealment of cables
by passing upward behind the removable arms of the lower

35 telescopic leg sections without threading as the covers are
removable. Similarly connecting conduit 90 can have a
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one anot her. The individual office panels 4 have renovabl e cover or
functional elenents 6 supported to one side of a 30 panel frame 8. Securing
Lhannel s 10, shown in Figure 3, are accessible at the horizontal junction
bet ween stacked cover or functional elenents 6. The desking systemis
generally shown as 20 and is the portiomr 30 the system whi ch i s supported

i ndependently 35 of the panelling system2. Wrk surface 40 is directly

supported by the desking. system 20 by nmeans of support, arran nts 42.
The ends 44 aR@ngétydipgdé GBER §ﬁ?‘f’é¥% g@roué)l} Q”ﬁqffgﬂé”]a%e%ar‘lga%q%esr

transition segrent$kéSmagdpd€s dhaskayremeiéimn segnments acconmodate a
change in direction O‘EI'he rear panel 86 can hinge open as indicated in
Figure 7 to provide improved access to the beam assembly
5 from behind which is useful in laying in of cables, wires
and the like to the desking system. With this arrangement
the height of the work surfaée can be changed while the '
height of the beam assembly remains fixed. This is also
true of the connecting conduit and overcomes problems where

10 trays or channels are directly connected to the work
surfaces. _

The cohponent of the desking system shown in
Figures 6 and 7 is hydraulically adjustable in height and

) the user can easily adjust the height of the work

15 surface 40 for his particular needs or the particular
function being carried out. Adjustment is carried out by
operating crank handle 51 (Figure 1) which in turn adjusts
hydraulic cylinders associated with the telescopic leg

. sections, as generally shown in Figure 10.

20 The work surface 40 is preferably held in
engagement with the work surface engaging members 64 by a
spring detente arrangement, generally shown as 100. This
spring detente includes a movable piston 101 which is
spring biased and engages an engaging rib 102 on the lower

25 surface of the work surface. This has been found to
provide positive securement of the work surface to the
support arrangement, while also allowing the usef to
conveniently remove the work surface without requiring any
specialized tools. 1In most cases, a strong upward pull on

30 the work surface will result in disengagement when piston
101 includes a camming surface to cause disengagement of
the piston as the work surface is urged upwardly. With
this arrangement, the work surface may be reversed, if
desired, to define the opposite transition or a new work

35 surface may be secured.

' The engaging ribs 102 provided at either edge or
‘close to the edge of the work surfaces 40 can also be used
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t he I ongitudinal axis of the work surfaces 30 and 40. Wirk surface 30 is
supported by the panelling 5 system and the support arrangenent 32 which is
connected directly to a panel 4. Each support arrangenent 32 engages a
panel and al so includes a support.surfaqglgg_gngaging the floor. The
support arrangenent 32 includes |egs 33, rearwardly extendi ng connecting
sections 34, a panel 10 engaging bracket 36 at the top and bottom of the

bracket 36 hating Sonuay sceefriBey, dciias (LhD BRE vottefﬁ‘%ﬁ%ﬁ

br acket aroun@ﬂ;ﬁ@gﬁmﬁq® A089 shawnshavwhigurei 30 e Bhis y 36 has its
hook recei ved a\aguytﬂxetnmea%aﬁgeheﬁé aiQoOinélﬁdégeaV!;ﬁﬂﬂ&‘QiéH&iﬁE| havi ng
alower lip 12 ed behi nd ower neans of

the cam 38 whiddrangeneni: 482248 FbFE%H ?ﬂ@otléﬁﬁ%%%r%t}&c%%Pt s(%i ace
of the chagnelsethrdhg BE tB3E adfhsement &PPangement beneath the work

support surface. The hydraulic adjustment arrangement 106
includes a hydraulic fluid tube 108 connected to the
hydraulic cylinder 110 having displaceable piston 112. The
hydraulic cylinder and piston are connected between

10 telescopic leg sections of the central support of work
surface 40c. With this arrangement, the inner telescopic
section 114 of the leg arrangement 113 telescopes within
the lower telescopic section 116. Lower telescopic section
116 is secured by bracket member 118 to the base 120. The

15 hydraulic adjustment arrangement 106-may be secured to the
work surface 40, shown in Figure 5, and allows the user to
adjust the height of the work sﬁrface'40c when operating
the hydraulic adjustment arrangement 106 secured beneath
work surface 40. This is particularly useful with respect

20 to a monitor stand which can be positioned behind work
surface 40. It can also be appreciated that this type of
hydraulic adjustment arrangement can be used to operate to
telescopic legs of the desking arrangement of Figure 6.
Preferably, a single hydraulic arrangement controls both

25 1legs. ' .

The individual office panels 4 have various outlet
ports adjacent the base thereof by means of which
electrical power feeds can leave a panel 4 and eventually
enter the desking system 20. 1In this way, power can be

30 brought to the desking system through a panelling system or
power can be brought through the desking system to the
panelling system. In any évent, both the panelling system
and the desking'system can accommodate electricél power
feeds therebetween. The various work surfaces 40 can

35 cooperate with either the support arrangement for the

- office panels 4 or for the independent support arrangements

of the desking system. In order to simplify modification
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channel 10. The hook 37 becones trapped within the channel 20 and, thus,

positively engages the support arrangenment 32 with the channels 10 of the
panel s 4. These support arrangenents 32 wiith the camin a rel ease position,

are free to slide along the Iength of the channel

the I ength of

the use of these support structures and all ows appropriate placenent of

t hese support
wor k surface

arrangenent 3Zunfaceisown This3edicgar tbe2amguandofl. ovealbrifiaragef fi ce

and be at any place along -

t he channel. This provides QV%at 25 freedomw th respect to
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work surface to another, as certain working surfaces have
included therewith a transitional segment which has a
somewhat cantilevered arrangement relative to the support
arrangements of either the panel or the desking system.
Sﬁpport of this transitional segment from the work surface
of either the panelling system or the desking system,
again, simplifies the system and reduces installation
problems. ‘

Although various preferred embodiments of the
present invention have been described herein in detail, it
will be appreciated by those skilled in the art, that
variations may be made thereto without departing from the
spirit of the invention or the scope of the appended
claims.



35 associ ate
wor k surface

d therewith a work surface 30 supported fromthe panels 4.
30 includes a transition section 31 whi ch—mates—wth the—werk

surface 40 adj acent thereto. -7- Work surface 40 |s su ported by the

deski ng syste
from adj acent

m and the individual |egs shown in dottelf EF:
the front edge of work surface 40 to. the b

surface 40. Work surface 40a includes a tramsi.tion 5 seg

cooperates w
| ongi t udi nal
30, work surf
transitional

10

15

th surface 40 to provide a further change in dlrectlon of the
axis of the work surface defined collectively by work surface
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PROPERTY OR PRIVILEGE IS CLAIMED ARE DEFINED AS FOLLOWS:

1. A system for dividing an open area into work

- arrangements comprising a number of interconnected panels

supporting work surfaces to the sides thereof, and a
desking arrangement having as part thereof supported work
surfaces, wherein said work surfaces are interchangeable
and can be supported by elther said desklng arrangement or
said panels.

2. A system as claimed in claim 1 wherein said work
surfaces are releasably supported and can be removed or
installed without requiring tools.

3. A system as claimed in claim 1 including a supply

20

25

30

35

of work surfaces of various configurations, said supply of
work surfaces accommodating changes in the work surface
configuration of the overall system defined by the work
surfaces supported by the panels and the work surfaces
supported by said desking arrangement.

4. A system as claimed in claim 3 wherein a number of
said work surfaces include one end configuration having a
transition segment defining at least part of a trénsition
in the lohgitudinal axis of the work surface which
transition occurs between two adjacent work surfaces.

5. A system as claimed in claim 4 wherein said work
surfaces are maintained in engagement with support means of
said panels and support means of said desking system in a
manner to be releasable therefrom without requiring tools.

6. A gsystem as claimed in claim 5 wherein said work
surfaces are maintained in engagement with support means of
said panels and support means of said desking system by a

* c L M s *
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10 respective work surfaces. Thus, it can be seen that a snooth transition
has been provided between the work surfaces supported fromthe panel and a
separate section where the work surface is supported by the desking system
20 defined by the two abutting work surfacesd 4n the | ower 15 righthand
portion of the Figure, a separate desk supporting work surface 40b has been
provided. Thus, it can be seen that the desking system can support

i ndi vi dual wor kj ¥E$H , aflfl kb1638abPePERaLEERB pport
ot her work surF!ceg§28Eg%§i$0§. gggégﬁeﬁts.gé ass%c?atgg %g mﬂtﬁgmork
surface 30 are apPIydngs ant upwasd £O0rcreonopadf verk surfagegreferably
rel easably engage rails on the underside of the work surface. A raised
pedestal work surface 40c is shown and details. of that support arrangement
are illustrated in 25 & vFLeRpas cfalmeg in claim g] wheréin safd

5 transition segments are integral with one of the work

surfaces.

8. A system as claimed in claim 7 wherein said
transition segments are at least primarily supported in a

10 cantilevered arrangement by the support arrangement of the
respective work surface.

9. A system as claimed in claim 8 wherein wherein said
transition segments can collectively define a transition
15 selected from the group of 15°, 30°, 45°, 60°, 90°, 120°,
135°, 150°, and 180°.
10. A system as claimed in claim 1 wherein electrical
power and or communication feeds are interconnected and
20 pass through the panels and the desking arrangements when -
required.

11. A system for subdividing office space comprising
office panels and a desking arrangement which cooperate to
25 define certain areas requiring panels, certain areas.

' requiring panels and associated work surfaces and certain
areas requiring work surfaces without panels, and whereih
power cables and communication cables are each protected
and distributed through the system interior to the office

30 panels and desking arrangement and power is available at a
working surface of a particular panel or desking
arrangement by connection to power receptacles associated
with the respective panel or desking arrangement.

35 12. A system as claimed in claim 11, said system
includes work surface interconnecting said panels and said
desking arrangement and each work surface is partially

* c L M S *




The deskfng systemincludes a foot bracket 45 shown in Figure 5A which

engages the each foot 66 of adjacent |eg supports 42-whereby adi-acent—feet
of support | egs can be nechanically fixed. Various different floor plates

can be 30 provided for different angul ar rel ationshi pis g eBiRCHCes
also simplify initial installation. This serves to reta H u
rel ati onshi p of adjacent work surfaces wmereby the work _ ot

directly connected one to the others. The connecting conduit 90
mechani cal ly 35 interconnects the structure of the | ower support |egs,

prov 0 10 SabUEABAT IRGEN' SuCOORSLUROES AN DAL MM SR Y

defined by work segments supported by desking arrangements.

13. A system as claimed in claim 12 wherein at least
5 some of said work surfaces. include a junction where the
work surface form a transition from panel to desking
arrangement and at a different point has a further
transition from desking arrangement to the panel.

10 14. A system as claimed in claim 13 including a power
supply following the layout of said at least some work _
surfaces and being received in the respective panels and
desking arrangement. |

15 15. A desking system having a number of desks
cooperating to define a work surface arrangement, each desk
having two opposed leg arrangements interconnected by a -
beam assembly fixedly secured to said leg arrangements and
defining a modesty panel of said desk, said beam assembly

20 including an open channel means for having laid therein
wires, cables and/or power cables; at least one of said
desks having leg arrangements in the form of a lower member
cooperating with an. upper member to form a telescopic
relationship therebetween, said lowér member being attached

25 to said beam assembly, said at least one desk further
including means for varying the height of a work surface
supported by said telescopié legs; said means for varying,
telescoping said legs as required to vary the height of
said work surface, whereby the work surface is of variable

30 height and the respective connecting beam remains at a
fixed height.

16. A desking system as claimed in claim 15 wherein _
each beam assembly is at a height and is of a size to form
35 a modesty panel for the respective desk.
N ..—‘———-__—’_—__—_—__
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t he deski ng system are nechanically engaged at two vertical positions while
al l owi ng the height of adjacent work surfaces to be iiThis[Bhestaris|Béel REPISSE
Wth the arrangenent the work surfaces need not be 5 the d can
be ‘i ndependent |y adjusted in height as may,pe_required lem,Eule! Mn
function. Each desk unit includes a beam assenbly 70 whic esty
panel . Connecting conduits 90 form an extension of the nodesty panel and
mechani cal |y connect one 10 _such nodesty panel, tqQ an agjacent npdesty panel
or an office phhel. Furft Kieski@daSYStefe ashGiAiPRdriigyFLagm éﬁeWHﬁFFl.%f t he
deski ng syst enz@idi speh astanre Finggdrs Gs ey ivonmld v Zetirented tioodetine

ei ther side of _t r face oprj a tel Is 15
section 60 and® g‘gptéﬁ‘%%o ngq@%g%é%&%éﬁ éééf al'héee%up[‘)"lé.‘re & eg‘%&%ﬁkgggg
section suppor@@bigvﬁmmemnfém%mnﬂgaging

5
18. A desking system as claimed in claim 17 wherein
support channels are notched at the ends to allow vertical
passage of cables within the beam assembly.

10 19. A desking system as claimed in claim 18 wherein
' said telescopic legs include removable covers on the lower
section, said removable covers being sized to accommodate
therein a power supply cable and allow said power supply to
enter adjacent the base of the respective leg and exit at
15 said beam assémbly thereby partially concealing said power
supply cable. -

20. A desking system as claimed in claim 18 wherein
said beam assembly includes a hinged front panel removable

20 from a closed position concealing said support channels to
an open position allowing full access to said support
channels.

21. A desking system as claimed in claim 20 wherein

25 , said beam assembly includes power receptacles accessible on
-an exterior surface of said beam assembly and wired to a
power supply. '

22. A desking system as claimed in claim 18 wherein

30 adjacent desks are mechanically connected at feet of
adjacent legs and by mechanical connection between adjacent
beam assemblies.

23. A combination office panelling system and office

35 desking system comprising office panels supporting to one
side thereof work surfaces which cooperate with work
surfaces of said office desking system to define continuous -

A




nenbef 64 and preferably rel easably engages a work _surface in t he manner
shown in Figures 7 and 8. The | ower telescopic |eg sections 60 are
i nterconnected by a 20 connecti ng beam assenbly 7GTh?HbeﬁeaBEmsmthk¥c70

i ncludes a hinged front panel 72, a | ower connecting

hori zontal internediate connectlng menber 76 and an u

connecting nermber 78. Menber 76 acconmmdgpes the power Tee as |t passes
t hrough t he desking system 25 with horlzontal connecti ng nmenber 78

accommodat i ng power outl et receptacles 82. Horizontal connecting nmenber 74
woul id typlcall acc onmuni cation type wires which are nor ced
fromthe powdPrk +%%t$‘1‘ cep AL deh ‘IW@;% Hoan f een, Work; Sur, ”?aréscﬁ’ din
t he -center 38aidep&néllingasysttdnh yaﬂmlﬁi&i mmmge@rﬁt@l egdddand all ow
conveni ent acces?_ thereto. The f_.@ﬁitné)anel I s hi nsqlep% lownwar dllyd Wm:ihown in |

Figure 6 forPPH§ %ﬁn$r§¥ﬁt means for ing sa
surfaces and said desking system including means for

5 supporting said working surfaces and wherein said work
surfaces may be supported by either said panelling system
or said desking system.

- 24, A system for subdividing office space by means of

10 office panels supporting work surfaces to at least one side
thereof and a desking arrangement having work surfaces,
said system for subdividing office space including at least
one location having a wofk surface supported by said panels
which cooperates with work surfaces supported by said desks

15 to form a working'extension of said work surface supported
by said panels which working extension is supported by said
desk arrangement, said work surfaces and said working
extension cooperating to form a non-interrupted work
surface supported in some locations by panels and in other

20 locations by said desking arrangement with the junction -
between the work surfaces supported by said panels and the
work surfaces supported by said desking arrangement being
non disjunct ive.

| 25 25, In a system as claimed in claim 24 wherein a power

| supply forms a power supply junction between said desking
arrangement and an adjacent panel of said panels, whereby a
power supply passes through both the panels and the desking

arrangement.
30
26. In a system as claimed in claim 24 wherein said
panels and said desking arrangement each include separate
channels for electrical power supply and communication
. cables. '
35 '
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cabl e and comuni cation wiring. A power feed 84 for of H her
equi pment is 35 shown in Figure 6 connected to the power outlet receptacle

82. The user can easily make this connection by |oweri H-@ H@ZBeeeRa 5¢éag
receptacle 82. The connecting beam 70 -9- al so includeg

panel 86. It can be seen that when the front panel 72 is

cl osed position, such as shown in Figure 7, the front panel hldes

structural features of the connecting beénx%ssenbly and 5 the varlous power
feeds that run therethrough or electrical connections nade therein. The
power feed 80 is introduced to the beam assenbl'y adj acent- the | ower edge
thereof and 27, In a system as claimed in claim 24 wherein said

work surfaces are removable in segments without detachment

from adjacent segments.

5 28. In a system as described in claim 27 wherein said
segments at the junction of the work surfaces supported by
said panels and the work surfaces supported by said desking
arrangement are maintained in alignment by means of a floor
plate fixing the location of support arrangement of said

10 | work surfaces.
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t he various conponents allow for the feeding of cables w thout stringing
through the system A nunber of slots 10 are provided where the horizontal
connecting nmenbers join with the |ower tel escopic sections to acconmpdate
the transition of electrical power and conmuni cation cabl es behind | owner
tel escopic |l eg section 60. In some cases~ i19 may be desirable to introduce
the feed between cooperating 15 | ower tel escopic sections, which is also
possi bl e and the beam assenbly can havge§gng HTEg or slots appropriately
spaced for feeding of wires and the like rnterior of the connecting beam
assenbly 70. The | ower teIesco%bglhgglieglhg@_ﬁiﬁtQQSHggs a renovabl e cover
arrangenent 61 20 through which a power Teed can enter the interior of the
| eg and gain access to the beam assenbly 70. Also shown in Figure 6 is a
connecting conduit 90 i gyddunt NaVERRI0ATRIERES! RYCh EEMBERER! Gedifthg

sections and by neans of, ] .
and panelling system which provides an effective means for

subdividing office space and defining work areas. Work
surfaces are provided and can be independently supported or
supported by the panelling system. Power and communication
wires and cables are distributed through and between the
desking and panelling systems.

- FIGURE 1



whi ch the power feed 80 is concealed..25 ... - The internediate
connecting nenber 76 has notches 77 at either end thereof creating a gap
bet ween the | ower tel escopic |eg section 61 and the ends of the

i ntermedi ate nenber 76. These gaps all ow cabl es and arnoured cable to pass
t heret hrough to enter, |eave or vary | dvE& within the 30 beam assenbl y.
Such wires, cables, arnoured cable and the like may:be laid in the
appropriate channel or tray from behind the beam assenbly w t hout threading
t hrough ports thus sinplifying installation. Even conceal nent of cables by
passi ng upward behind the renovable arns of the |ower 35 tel escopic |eg
sections without threading as the covers are renovable. Simlarly
connecting conduit 90 can have a




- 10 - longitudinal open section through which wres, cables and the |ike
may pass and lay therein. The rear panel 86 can hinge open as indicated in
Figure 7 to provide inproved access to the beam assenbly 5 from behi nd
which is useful in laying i.n of cables,\y res and the like to the desking
system Wth this arrangenent the heighz o8 the work surface can be changed
whil e the height of the beam assenbly remains fixed. This is also true of

t he connecting conduit and overcones problens where 10 trays or channel.s
are directly connected tg4the work surfaces. Thegj conponent of the dQ§king
system shown i L gqures and 7 is hydraulically adj ustableTa—tRi and
t he user can eggﬁﬁ. adjusg t he hei ght of the gism‘ﬂﬂ=ErE%LE—ﬁo {Or his
particul ar needs or the plrticula———mmmr—

_

)

Tawh|

\

4,
e ——
R L !

|

4%

[ V)P




function being carried out. Adjustnment is carried out by operating crank
handl e 51 (Figure 1) which in turn adjusts hydraulic cylinders associated
With the tel escopic |leg sections, .as generally shown in Figure 10. 20

The work surface 40 is preferably held if engagenment with the work surface
engagi ng nmenbers 64 by a spring detent 3 aSrangenent, general ly shown as
100. This spring detente includes a novable piston 101 which is spring

bi ased and engages an engaging rib 102 on the | ower 25 surface of the work
surface. This has been found to provide positive securenent of the work
surface to the support arrangenent, while also allow ng the user to
conveniently renove the work surface without requiring any specialized
tools. In nost cases, a strong upward pull on 30 the work surface wll
result in disengagenent when piston 101 includes a canm ng surface to cause
di sengagenent of : '

4 | 2  4
; 7
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FIG.5.



the piston as the work surface i.s urged upwardly. Wth this arrangenent,
the work surface may be reversed, if desired, to define the opposite
Transition or a new work 35 surface may be secured. The engaging ribs 102
provi ded at either edge or close-to the gﬂge of the work surfaces 40 can

al so be used to receive accessoriesf‘ h as the hydraulic adjustnment
arrangenent 106 shown in Fig 10. This hydraul i c adj nt arrangenent
al so includes a spring det edreh ' t 102 at ei end t hereof which
can be used for 5 curi pig thi\§ adj ust 3 nt beneath the work
support surface. AC \EE arrang 106 includes a
hydraulic fluid tub ct to the '

O

10 . i)

~

FIG.5A.
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hydraulic cylinder 110 havi ng displ aceabl e piston 112. The hydraulic
cylinder and piston are connected between 10 telescopic |eg sections of
‘the central support of work surface 40c. Wth this arrangenent, the inner
tel escopic section 114 of the |eg arrangenent 113 tel escopes within the

| ower telescopic section 11@\N.ower te59§8bpic section 116 is secured by
bracket nenber 118 to the Qése<}20. The 15 hydraul i c adj ustnment
arrangenment 106 nmay be secuyred Q\the wor k surface 40, awn in Figure 5,
and allows the user to adjust theMheight of t wor k sgiQte 40c when
operating the hydraulic agjustnent \arraQgement<tlO6 secur edyjbeneat lQwor k
surface 40. This is partitulaN Yy u§efuh£MAth r ect 20 tn{%innnﬂﬁbr st and
whi ch can be positioned behi XA\ Wor k Nrflace 40. cO alsﬁsfé;apc eci at ed
that this type of hydraulic ad ment Xarrangenent caq be l d. N\o/ oper at e

to tel escopic | egs of t?e desﬁ}
/ O

ha
D O

«

O
v

FIG.6.
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.Preferably, a single hydraulic arrangenent controls both 25 |egs. The
Lndividual office panels 4 have various outlet ports adjacent the base
Ther eof by means of which electrical power feeds can | eave a panel 4 and
eventual ly enter the desking system20. In this way, power can be 30
brought to the desking systemthrough @ pagelling systemor power can be
brought through the desking systemto the panelling system I|n any event,
both the pad@”ﬁ ﬁg system and t he desking system can accommpdate el ectrica
power feeds_ therebetween. The various work surfaces 40 can 35__cooperate
W th eithé&GLhe—suppeLL—aLLangeﬁen%—#e#—%he—e##+ee—ﬁaﬁe+s-4—e+—+efuﬁhe

| ndependent support arrangenents of t deski ng s?@ em In order to
sinplify nodification
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;.- 12 - and/or changes, the desking system has separable work surfaces. This
reduces the anmpbunt of overall storage necessary for defining additional
“wor-k surfaces and allows for convenient transition fromone |ongitudinal
axis of the 5 work surface to anot her s certain working surfaces have

I ncluded therewith a transitional segnah?ﬂhhich has a somewhat cantil evered
arrangenent relative to @&\ne support arrangenentﬁsof either the panel or the
deski ng system Suppdr this transitional yent fromthe work surface
10 of either-the par NQg em Q e_deskin e.agalRe—ginplll i €S
the system and reducs i ough various prefe

[
ation problens. At
enbodi nents of the pr iwiinvention have been descrhbed herein in o
it
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215 wll be appreciated by those skilled in the art, that variations may be
“made thereto wi thout departing fromthe spirit of the invention or the
"Scope of the appended cl ai ns. - 13 - THE EMBODI MENTS OF THE | NVENTI ON I N
- WHI CH AN EXCLUSI VE- PROPERTY OR PRI VI LEgE | S CLAI MED ARE DEFI NED AS
FOLLOWG: 1. A system (1) for sub i & ng office space into a 5
plurality of work stations, sone of said work stations being defined by
means of office panels (4) supporting work surfaces (30) to at |east one
side thereof, and sone of said work stations being defined by a desking

ar r angenent (E]Ghdﬂ.ng wor k surfaces (40) supported i ndependent of said
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s KT ° o ‘mﬂ
10 .oggiggybéﬁgMEEEr %@%eﬁﬁ' djinthat said offiqg;paneLs§(41ieach

.rncl §dé Beseription ¢ ghgas+-+0 Rag @t one internedi ate hori“zonkt al” securi ng
chanfell Claim(skx &pagedd>dernsged k%i i panel (4) and forming a securing

st r u¢tr Brawing(s)n ¢ pegesd ...dngpaged her pof- and exposed at @(;mlj:j.pﬂ{j- ity of

| ocat i @nabstiact di stpagedut.ad pegehg. spi d securj ng channel (10); said horizontal
secutti ng channels (10) cooperating with and supporting vertical support

nmenmber s pla¥h Off RECEIPIILOYIT acek (30) supported fromsaid panel s (4),
said 1 T hori zontal secur

I ng_sai LN
channel s (10PP: a%%?q? ya'?.)‘gli ?’o%%%‘l'%’r’l a?ﬁﬁreathg; and
char act eri seéxamglent iat damstcames,ofitsaisl dws ksablie one haveedi nenbby wbr k
surfaces (30 I tJ cgﬁ%ggghg%}i £ 4)3 ai d
deski ng arraﬁ'é%#enst{ﬁ)(%; w%e%%t% V\Jbr}r?k&syr aces 30% 5%@%%?“%@&2@ udZ’lre
joined at a 2By anwhs iagsqisitadthenewhieli at EntpleheBngRAedi Atpasel (4)

S . desirable to merely subdivide the space without the need

for work surfaces. In the first case, a desking system is

more desirable, whereas in the second case, a panelling d
system is more desirable. These éystems, because of the
different principles involved, operate basically
10 independently of the other type of system. There remains a
need to provide a system which addresses the various
~demands of the marketplace while accommodating the ability
to readily alter'anx work spacé environment. There also
remains a need to provide a system where the storage of
15 additional ccmponénts is reduced.

A system which includes a frame for a paneliing
_arranéement which also.can be combined with a desking
.arrangement is shown in EP-A-0 458 264. This system does
not allow for_off_panel module points of transition from

20 panelling arrangement to desking arrangement.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
A system for dividing an open area into.working
arrangements, according to the present invéntion, comprises
25 a number of interconnected panels suppbrting work surfaces
to the sides thereof and a.desking arrangement having as
part thereof supported work surfaces. There are work
stations defined by the interconnected panels and work -
stations defined by the desking system. There is also a
30 work station defined by the combined office panels and
desking arrangement, with this work station having a work
surface with a transition position between the panels and
the desk arrangement at a location intermediate the length
of a panel. Work surfaces may be supported at any of the
35 host of positions in the length of each panel.
According to yet a further aspect of the invention,

the system includes a supply of work surfaces of various

AENDED SHEET
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*where-one end of a work surface (30) adjacent said transition position is
.supported fromone of said panels (4) internediate the I ength of the
supporting panel; said office panels (4) and said desking system
cooperating such that 30 transition positions can occur at any of a host
of positions internediate the |ength of a panel (4). - 14 - spring
detente arrangenent and rel easabl e therefrom by applying an upward force on
said work surfaces. 7. A systemas claimed in claim5 wherein gaid 5
transition segnents are integral with one of the work surfaces. 8.7 A
system as cl aigefiguratdianss wHébeithisaisgpply of work surfaces .

accommodating changes in the work surface configuratibn of
the overall system. With this arrangement, the support
structure for supporting the work surfaces either to a

5 panel or the supports for defining work surfaces of the
desking arrangement conveniently releasably support the
work surfaces, such that the work surfaces are readily
interchangeable with other work surfaces, whereby greater
flexibility is possible. With this arrangement, only the

10 work surfaces or an extra supply of work surfaces need to
be stored as opposed to a complete supply of desks.
Furthermore, with this arrangement, the support structure
for the work surfaces can be knocked down, thus reducing
storage difficultieé.

15 According to another aspect of the invention, a
number of the work surfaces include at least one eﬁd
configuration for at least partially defining a transition
in the longitudinal axis of the work surface, which |
transition occurs between two adjacent work surfaces.

20 In the past, separate junction members have been
.used to join two separate work surfaces. It has been found
that work surfaces, at least partially defining a
transition or fully defining a transition such that the
transition is integral with the work surface, simplify the

25 overall system and allow for gfeat flexibility in modifying
the layout to meet specialized needs.

A combination office panelling and office desking
system, according to the present inventién, comprises
office panels supporting to one side thereof work surfaces

30 which cooperate with work surfaces of the office desking
system to define continuous or interrelated work surfaces
at the transition between work surfaces of the panelling
system and the desking system, which can be intermediate or
off-module relative to the panel' length. The panelling

35 system includes means for supporting the work surfaces and
the desking system includes means for supporting the work

AMENDED SHEET
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*transition segnents are at least primarily supported in a 10 cantil evered
,arrangenent by the support arrangenent of the respective work surface. 9.
A'systemas clained in claim8 vwherein wherein said transition segments can
collectively define a transition 15 selected fromthe group of 15,

30[err], 45[err], 60, 90, 120[err], 135[err], 150[err], and 180[err]. 10.

A system as clalned inclaiml mhereln ereétrlcal power and or

comuni cation feeds are interconnected and 20 pass through the panels and

t he deski ng arrangenents when required. 11. A system for subdi vfding
of fi ce space samgacespgwathi tRepanebgkasdriadeskbéingr sapgereat bii ch

cooperate to 23,.,def Lag £ehL?lPngr gas LRONLTLRY BADRLR, SoLlaln areas

requiring panel’s and ass crate K°sti'races and cer eas requiring
wor k surfaces w thout panels, and wherein

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
5 Preferred embodiments of the invention are shown in
the drawings, wherein: X
"Figure 1 is a partial perspective view of the
combination office panelling and desking system;
Figure 2 is a partial perspective view showing
10 securement of a working surface to the panelling system;
Figure 3 is a vertical view showing securement of
one support member to the frame of an office panelling
system; '
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‘pover - cabl es and connunlcatlon cables are each protected and dlstrlbuted
through the systeminterior to thevof fi ce 30 panels and deski ng .
arrangenent and power is available at a working surface of a particul ar
panel or desking arrangenment by connection to power receptacles associated
with the respective panel or desking arrangenment. 35 12. A system as
claimed in claim11l, said systemincludes1gork surface interconnecting said
panel s and sai d desking arrangenent and each work surface is partially -
15 - 8. - A systemas claimed in claim7 wherein said work surfaces’
(30, 40) i nCIHRIEMBORTIMENTSh OO MHEs (IINVERNSIQMNB(IN IBTCH ANe ENCLUSIWE i | y

supported i ppygaity '&’?ﬂ%ﬂfﬂ@%@ﬁaﬂ&kn ARE DEFINED AS FOLLOWS:

1. A system (1) for subdividing office space into a
S plurality of work stations, some of said work stations being
defined by means of office panels (4) supporting work
surfaces (30) to at least one side- thereof, and some of said
work stations being defined by a desking arfangement (20)
haviﬂg work surfaces (40) supported independent of said
10 office panels; characterised in that said office panels (4)
each include a frame (8) with at least one intermediate _
horizontal securing channel (10) extending across said panel
(4) and formlng a securlng structure running the length
thereof .and’ exposed at a multiplicity of locations
15 distributed along said securing channel (10); said horizontal
securing channels (10) cdoperating with and supportihg
vertical support members (32) of said work surfaces (30)
supported from said panels (4), said vertical support members
(32) engaging said horizontal securing channels (10) at any
20 of said multiplicity of locations therealong; and
characterised in that at least one of said workstations is
'defined by work surfaces (30, 31, 40) supported by the
combined office panels (4) and said desking arrangement (20)
where the work surfaces (30, 31, 40) thereof are joined at a
25 transition position intermediate the length of a panel (4)
where one end of a work surféce (30) adjacent said tﬁansition
‘ position is supported from one of said panels (4)
intermediate the length of the supporting panel; said office
panels (4) and said désking system cooperating such that
30 transition positions can occur at any of a host of positions
intermediate the length of a panel (4).
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- sai d.office panels (4). 5 9. A systemas claimed in claim8 wherein
.said transition work surfaces define a transitidﬁ§‘§éréér€d—fr0ﬂr%he group
of 15[err], 30, 45[err], 60[err], 90, 120[ err],  itmoSRdet Has and
180. 10 10. A systemas claimed in claiml #¢ pover
and or conmmunication feeds are interconnected andwgﬂ' ﬂ e panels
(4) and the desking arrangement (20). I5 14 1+ as clai ned

in claim1 wherein said work surfaces (30) are reanabIe in segnents somne
of which termnate at a position internpediate. the.l ngth f a ,panel ,

wi t hout det Achnent fr6h§d&F&Ebﬁﬂ)séﬁnﬁﬁ?émegolnlflal Fﬁe&ns§§t&ﬁﬁé§
descri bed i BomByopr sagdi Rgrk! supfaces uddog 40pocapl e esntdbshahgedbengage

legs of Saldug53§£e8 by said desking arrangement (20) or said panels (4).

S 3. A system (1) as claimed in claim 1 including a
supply of interchangeable work surfaces (30, 40) of various
configurations, said supply of work'surfaces (30, 40)
allowing the work surface configuration to change by
interchange of work surfaces (30, 40).

10
4, A system (1) as claimed in claim 3 wherein said
work surfaces (30, 40) include a plurality of transition work
surfaces, each transition work surface having opposed offset
end configurations to-define said transition position in the

15 longitudinal axis of the work surface formed between two
adjacent work surfaces one supported from said office panels
(4) and one supported from said desking system (20).

S. A system as claimed in claim 1 whefein each
20 frame (8) includes two vertically spaced securing channels
(10) and each of said vertical support members 32 engage said
~ channels 10.

6. A system as claimed in claim 1 or 5 wherein said
25 work surfaces (30, 40) are maintained in engagement with
support means (32) of said panels (4) and support means (42)
of said desking system (20) by a spring detente arrangement
(100, 102) and are releasable therefrom by applying an upward
force on said work surfaces (30, 40).
30
7. " A system as claimed in claim 4 wherein said
transition position is part of one of the work surfaces (30,
40) of said desking arrangement (20) or said panels (4).
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*/;yggéns at a transition positi on between wor k surfaces ther eof di sposed in
a particular angular orientatipn te maintain said particular angul ar
orientation therebetweern.

_15..
8. A system as.Claimed in claim 7 wherein said work
surfaces (30, 40) include transition work surfaces (30, 31)
at least primarily supported in a cantilevered arrangement by
said office panels (4).

9. A system as claimed in claim 8 wherein said
transition work surfaces define a transitions selected from
the group of 15°, -30°, 45°, 60°, 90°, 120°, 135°, 150°, and
180°. ‘

10
10. A system as claimed in claim 1 wherein electrical
power and or communication feeds are interconnected and pass
between the panels (4) and the desking arrangement (20).

15 11. In a system as claimed in claim 1 wherein said work
surfaces (30) are removable in segments, some of which
terminate at a position intermediate the length of a panel,
without detachment from adjacent segments.

20 12. In a system as described in any preceding claim
including floor plates (45) which engage legs of said desking
~ systems at a transition position between work surfaces
thereof disposed in a partidular angular orientation to

maintain said particular angular orientation therebetween.
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