
The method for authenticating a mail order or
telephone order transaction according to the present
invention includes receiving authentication
information from a cardholder, providing
authentication information to an issuer, and
determining whether the authentication information is
valid. If the authentication information 



is valid, the issuer informs the merchant that the
transaction is valid. In an embodiment, the issuer may
not supply a personal assurance message and/or other
confidential cardholder information previously
supplied by the cardholder in response to the
authentication information. 


