. "Nl CKEL - COVPOSI TE PARTI CLE AND PRODUCTI ON PROCESS THEREFOR '
'ABSTRACT OF THE DI SCLOSURE Ni ckel conposite particles having a | ayer
of a . nickel-containing spinel on.at least a part of the surface of nickel
iparticles, or nickel conposite particles having an oxide |ayer of netals
other than nickel on at least a part of the surface of nickel particles
and a layer of a nickel-containing spinel at an interface between the
ni ckel particles and the netal oxide |ayer.. The nickel conposite
particles are produced by forming fine |liquid droplets from a solution
containing (a) at least one thermally ~H%conposabre ni ckel conpound and (b)
at least one thermally deconposable netal conpound capable of formng a
spi nel togetjpexet, IdOMPCELIE 13 Ak PREDULHYON SHOGESS STHEREFOR
tenperature higher than the deconposition tenperatures of the conpound (a)
and (b) to nickel particles gy riUbE afgE Ut scdafgt a ni ckel - cont ai ni ng.
spinel layer, or further a netal oxide [ayer on the spinel l|ayer. The
conposite particl esniskebspofposiveupaitlicies hheingr 8pPaageirod ok a
conductor paste used in an internal conductor |ayer of a ceram c
mul tilayer elmbtkeldcomedining spinel on at least a part of the surface

5 of nickel particles, or nickel composite particles having
an oxide layer of metals other than nickel on at least a
part of the surface of nickel pérticles and a layer of a
nickel-containing spinei at an .:"Lnterfa'ce between ihe nickel

. particles aod the metal oxiole layer. The nickel composite

10 particles are produced by forming fine liquid droplets from
a solution cohtaining (a) at least one thermally
decomposable nickel compound and (b) at leaet one thermally
decomposable metal compound capable of forming a spinel
together with nickel; and.heating'the liquid droplets at

15 a temperaoure higher than the decomposition temperatures
of the compound fa) and'fb) to oickel particles and
simultaneously deposit a nickel;containing spinel layer,
or further a metal oxidellayer on the spinel layer. The
composite particles are.especially useful for the

20 preoaration'of a conductor peste used in an internal

conductor layer of a ceramic multilayer electronic part.




