
BACTERI ALLY-DERIVED, INTACT MINICELLS 

THAT ENCOMPASS PLASMID-FREE FUNCTIONAL NUCLEIC ACID 

FOR IN VIVO DELIVERY TO MAMMALIAN CELLS 

ABSTRACT 

Intact, bacterially-derived minicells can safely introduce therapeutically effective 
amounts of plasmid-free functional nucleic acid to target mammalian cells. To this end, 
functional nucleic acid can be packaged into intact minicells directly, without resort to 
expression constructs, the expression machinery of the host cell, harsh chemicals or 
electroporation. 
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