
A process for the microbiological or enzymatic hydrolytic resolution of
racemic trans-2-(alkoxycarbonylethyl)-lactams of formula (I) wherein R is
C[err]-C[err] alkyl, 2,2,2-trifluoroethyl or methoxyethoxyethyl and RL is
hydrogen or a protecting group is disclosed, whereby an optically enriched
compound of formula (Ib) or (IIa) is obtained.    


