
This       invention describes  a  process  for the  scrubbing  of  sulfur
oxides   (2)   from   the effluent  of  conventional wet lime/limestone
sulfur oxides reduction processes (3) in coal or oil fied plants (1). The
sulfur oxides are oxidatively  sorbed   onto solid  sorbents  (4)  such as
magnesium   aluminate spinel.    Reduction  with the  appropriate  reducing
gases (such as hydrogen) regenerates the solid sorbent (5), which also
yields a process stream containing sulfur oxides. The sulfur oxides
containing stream (6) can be re-fed to the front end of the coal or oil
fired plants (1), with the sulfur oxides thus produced ultimately being
removed in the conventional wet scrubbing technology (3). This process may
allow for the use of high sulfur fuels.    


