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We, AARONSON BRO LIMITBD a British
Company of Town "Wharf; kmansworth,
Herifordshire, England, &5 hereby declare
the invention, for which we pray. that " a

2 Pat 0,ys, and the method
by

¢ ‘performed, {0, be pal
ouIllaﬂy esc ,bed In" agd by the ;foll,a._‘_,
stateny :
1T*hus invention ' relates fo m:ethods of
10 coIounng woodand to coloured” wood 80
produced
Jt has previously been proposed to gb in
coloured I\:vrood by drillmggmterseetm F?
trunk. of a growing tree, and then in-
15 tnef‘i-'ucmg colouring; material info_the’ Wood
of the tree” through' the intersecting Hholes.
Y =,_..__,,}}t*’,methods have only been
' ee'g‘ﬁul in_that the, golour 'Has
ﬁ part of t,he free, and, there-

5 itee Js fel J‘gﬂ
t

‘ments, the surp;

a8’ niow
inﬁroduced

[ B . - 8
. -.ip et Sl X
k=¥

u’auz_ tran of"'a jree. by

slt’le;a e Jengt
least. two' petworl‘;s
Eel

1g'in the tl:
of drﬂf hgies, each

twork comprising . a

30 fist plurafhty of &n}'l Jolgs. through
"~ the trunk tln Wlth a
second pluraht_y of 4r11 ho es . m another
irection through the.trynk of a tree, and
the drill, s_'m one network he;ng ‘offset’

35 with respect to. the ‘parallel dniil holes in the

other’ network. By the use; of this iethod
with two networks of drill holes, which may
be. only a foot or less apart, as much as"a
20 foot len fth Of the trunk, of a free may
be coloure thérmore . the networks™ of
drill holes which. are employed in_order to
give a_colouring of ‘such "2 length of the
trunk of atree are mot such as to weaken

zmce gs.‘Gd J

I cut. 2CROSS, 1ts_

"y
the whole of a con-

the tmnk of the tree.fo. l:he em;eyt that it is
“dapger of falling, unless .subjected 10

veIy severe . wmds -
Accordmgly .the ,present’ inyention pro-
vuies a met}xpd of, cglpyrmg wood compris-
ing thé steps of (}r,llhyg a.plurality of net-
works of mtersecg,ng dr;]ll? holes -in - the
t k' of ‘a Tiving tree, each nefwork , being
med .by 4 first plurality of drill ,holes
w ch infersect” vylth 2 second. plurahty of

dr111 hoes “the’ drill holes comprising the
respee ive negwor b,emg Aafranged out of
vertlca‘l aligpme t with ope another, feed- -

ing nto the said .jaetweorks ,of Hrill- holes a

'No. 10033/62
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50

55

liguid having the ,property .of imparting -

colour. o the wood of the free, and sealing

the. sa1d° networks of drill_holes 5o, that, the

hgu ﬁ may leave. the ‘said networks substan-
only. through the wood of the free.

holes COmprising . the .network,
so that exodus of the colouring: liquid. from
these drill holes otherthan jnto; the . wood
of “the “trge is ﬁl,l,bstantlally . prevented,
althoug]l some  slight seeping, of the colour-

mIgc Hqﬁd round the edges of. the. p,lugs may
c plage.

'L’

nafurally be understood that the .intensity
of, the: colou.r 1. different, parts of; the. trunk
of the tree will vary according to the. nature
of the wood in any part of the trunk.

:Advantageously . the drill ; holes compris-
ing the: petworks of  drill holes, intersect at
right angles, and each, network .of intersect-

ing. drill_holes: lies -in a.plane. substaptially:

at 1ight.angles to the trunk of, the tree.

Tt will be understqod ,t'hat when the’

be understogd that the step:of:
sealing * the  networks may ' involve -the:
posmomng of © plugs of wood or. other.
sy;tg:: &, ‘ﬁxﬁ,tenal in the mouths of 2. pumber.

oug h ;he eolourm,g ,material can be.
dispersed’ thrqqghout the; trunk .of the tree,
including the heart of the .tree, it .will

60
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planes of the drill holes comprising each of

the said networks are- parallel to each other, . :
“may be drilled in the trunk of the trée near
-the top of the -trunk which remains after

the drill holes ‘in -one network are arranged’
such that a vertical line passing througha-

drill hole in the said one network will inter-

sect a ‘horizontal line perpendlcular ‘to"the

corresponding drill holes in the -adjacent.

network at a posrtlon between the drill holes
forming the said adjacent network, '
In a preferred arrangement accordin,

the invention, there are two networks of m-
tersecting drill holes, the holes in one. net-
work being arranged in such a way that a
vertical line through any one hole in the said
orfe network bisects the distance between-
the adjacent parallel drill holes m the other
network.

The present. 1nventi0n also comprehends_,
a method of  colouring 'wood, which- method "~ -

comprises introducing a colouring liquid
into the cellular-tissues ofa growing tree

-~ via-a plurality of substantially - horizontal

25

30-

35

networks each comprising a- first . plurality

of : drill- holes intersecting ‘at. right ‘angles

with, a - second plurality: of drill holes, the
drill holes' comprising' the respective net-
woiks being arranged. out of vertical align-
ment with one another, whereby the colour-
ing liquid is dispersed-.throughout the tree
by the natural movement of the sap in the
tree, and cutting down the tree after a period
of time sufficient to permit distribution - of
the - colouring - liquid throughout substan-
tially the: whole of the tree. - ‘

. The dispersion of " the colourmg qumd'
through the wood and the cellular tissues of

- . the tree, and:so- throughout substantially the:

whole of the tree is thought to be due to-
the osmotic pressure from' the roots of - the:
tree . combined - with ' the transpiration
associated: .with.“the sucking effect of the

" leaves of -the: tre¢. However, the golour will:

45

b 11

35

- ably used.

60

also disperse throughout the tronk of-a tree
which has -been: topped, so that the eﬁect of'

‘the leaves. 1s-‘not essential. -

- Preferably ‘the’ colouring hqurd is a dye."'

-in .which-, casé,’ the “same ‘liquid may be’

applied to each of the networks. However;
it is equally possible for the colouring liquid.
to be formed from two chemicals introduced"
into adjacent: nétworks so-that the chemicals
react fo produce-a colouring material -within
the tree. As a further alternative it is possible:
for. . different . colouring materials- to-be in-
troduced. into -différent networks, in which
case two or more dlﬁerent dyes are prefer--

-:Advantageously the dye is selected from
the .group known as. acid dyestuffs. The
selected dyestuff should be soluble in water,
have' good: penetration into wood, and have’

“~a good light fasthess and oertam azo dyes

65

have these properties.
When the tree is fopped by removal of
the upper growth of thin branches prior to

the dnlhng of the networks of holes in the
trunk of the tree, the networks of drill holes

topping. Advantageously thre¢ networks of
drill holes may then be used, each drill-hole

70"

in each network being so positioned that a 75'7.«"

Vertical line through it will intersect a line

in the plane of the drill holes of the other
networks at a point between thé drill holes
in each of the other networks. . ;

The present invention also comprehends

75

coloured wood produced by the method of * *

_ the invention.

~In order that the invention may be more

.clearly understood, feference will now be
made to the accompanying drawings in

which:— .

‘Figures 1,2 and 3" show- respectrvely
elevation and two sectional views of a trunk
of a tree in which networks of drill’ holes
have been formed aceordmg to the inven-
tion; B :
Figures 4, 5 and 6 show similar views of
a, trunk of ‘a tree in which a preferred

80

8s

90

arrangement ‘of drill holes forming networks

according to the invention are shown,” . .
Figure 7 shows one method of applying

ﬁ i:olourmg hquld to the networks of drill
oles,

Figure 8 shows an alternative method of
applying a colourmg liquid to the networks
of ‘drill holes, and ' .

~ Figute 9 shows. a third' method of apply-:‘

ing coTourrng Liquid* to the networks of dnll:

holes
In the drawings, llke reference numerals.
designate the same or similar parts. = -

95

100

‘Referring fitst of all to-Figurés 1 to 3 .

of the accompanying ‘drawings, there are in-.
dicated at 1 and’ 2 levels, in the trunk 3 of
a, growing .tree, at whrch two' networks of
drill “holes” may be formed. _.
The’ arrangemerit of: Frgures 1 to 3.is an’
arrangement of two substantially Horizontal,
networks drilled in the trink. 3 of the tree..
One network. is formed by the intersecting
pairs of drill ‘holes 8, 9°and 10, 11-and the’
other ‘by the intersécting drill holes 12, 13,
14; 15 and 16 and 17, 18 19,-20 and 21.
Each of the drill holes 8 to 21 is drilled by.
hand or by mechanical. means ~and . is
approximately: 1”7 in diameter. The vertrcal;

distance between the 'two ‘networks com- .
120 -

prised. IeSpectlvely by the dnll holes. 8 to 11
and the drill holes 12 to 21 is about 8-9”.

© The drill holes 12°to 16. and 17 to 21 .are:

approx1mately 3" apart, while. the. dnllf
holes 8, 9 and 10, 11 are about 6” apart. .
It 'will 'be noted that a vertical ‘line’ pass-
ing. through the drill hole 8 will intersect a.
horizontal dine at rrght angles to the drill’
holes 12 to 16 at a point between the drill
holes 12, 13. The drill holes 9, 10 and 11
are similarly positioned relative to the drill

105
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holes- 15, 16 and ‘17, 18 and 20, 21.°
A preferred embodiment of the invention
is shown in Figures 4 to 6 where the two
networks - both - consist of a considérable
5 number of intersecting drill holes, one net-
work comprising drill holes 22 to 26 and
27:t0 31; and the other nétwork comprisinig
drill- holes 32 'to 37 and 38 to 43. In this
case, a vertical' line Yhrough =ach of the
40 drill holes 221026 and 27 to 31 will bisect
a ‘horizontal line joining respective pairs of
the-drill holes 32 to 37 and 38 to 43.
“Each of the individual drill holes 22 to
26 and 27 to 31 in the upper network is
15 separated from its neighbour by ‘about 3”
of tree, Similarly the individual drill holes
32 to 37 and 38 to 43 are separated from
one another by about 3” of tree. All the
drill holes are approximately 1 inch in dia-
meter, and the two networks of drill holes
are-made near the base of the trunk 3 of
the tree, and are spaced apart by a vert1cal
dlstance of about 9-inches. =~
_ - In‘the arrangements of drill holes aocord-
25 mg to-the invention which are ‘shown in
Figures 1:to 6 of the accompanying draw-
ings, there are only two networks of inter-

secting drill holes, - but the arrangements

may be extended in accordance with the in-
30 vention tor include three, four or more net-
works of intersecting - drill holes. Similarly,
although-all the nétworks shown comprise
drill ‘holes intersecting at right | angles, it'is
_ equally ‘possible-for the ‘drill holes to inter-
35 sect at angles other than right angles; so

that the figures formed by the intersecting

drill holes:are ‘parallelograms instead of the
rectangles shown in-the sectlonal v1ews ‘of

_ F1gures2 3, 5and 6. -

40 - Figures 7, 8 and- 9 show dragrammatlcally
three methods by which the colouring liquid
may be fed into the networks of drill holes
formedmthetrunk3ofatree In Figure
7;-a tank 44 having an outlet pipe 45, con-

45 veniently a rubber tube, feeds a colouring’
liquid, for example an acid dyestuff such as .
the red dyestuff obtainable under the name

Acilan Ponceau RR Extra 8066D, into the
: upper of the two networks of drill holes 46

50 and a connecting pipe 47 takes a portion of
fi%e apphed dyestuﬁ to the lower network

part from the partrcular drill holes of

the network 46 to which the pipes 45 and

55 47-are connected, all the other outlets from

the - drill ‘holes are blocked up or sealed

using plugs, preferably of wood but alter-
natively of cork or rubber; and similarly all
~ the diill holes of the lower network 48, ex-

60 cept that to which the prpe 47 is connected_

are sealed or plugged.
- Figure: 8 shows an arrangement in which
the tank 44 containing the acid dyestuff or

other colouring liquid has a plurality of out-

65 let pipes 49, 50 and 51 which feed the

colouring liquid to one of the drill Holes in
€ach of three neétworks 52, 53, 54. The other
outlets for the drill holes foiming the net-
works 50, 51 and 52 are sealed as described -
w1th referenice ‘to Figure 7. 70

Figure 9 shows an arrangement in which
two tanks 44 of the colouring liquid aré
provided, one for éach of the networks® of
drill holes 55, 56. In the arrangement Of
Figure 9, instead of the two tanks 44 con- 75
taining the same colouring miaterial, it is
possible for the tanks to contain two
different -chemicals which are neither of
them coloured but which will react within
the tree to form a colouring material, An 30
example of two liquids, neither of which
themselves will impart a colour to -a’ tres,
but which will react within the wood of. the
tree’ to produce a colouring material for a
trec are solutions of ferric chloride and 8%
potassium ferrocyanide. In practice there is
required an excess of the theoretical guan-
tity by weight of ferric chloride necessary
to 1eact with the potassium ferrocyanide;
because. the ferric chloride tends to react
with taopic acid presest in the tree. For
example, a solution of 1kg of ferric
chloride can be used with a solution of 600;
grams of potassium ferrocyanide, .

As a further alternative, the two tanks 44 95
may ‘contain’ dyes of different colours, 50
that ‘the ‘coloured wood obtained has a
multiplicity of colouts derived ffom blend-
mg of the two dyes in the wood of the tree.

The amount of colouring liquid ‘which is
to be fed {0 a tree in order'to- colour it
satisfactorily varies ‘according to the size of
the tree, but will be of the order of 150 to’
300 gallons. The time for which the colour-
mghastobefedtothetreewﬂlvary 'with:
the weather and in hot, sunny weather, with.
a suitable fice, may be only a week, but;
on the other hand, under less favourable:
conditions, with' a more difficult ‘tree, the
Ernod may be extended to as much as

ee weeks. -

Examples of acid dyestuifs which have
been found to be satisfactory in-the method
of the present” invention are the acid dye-
stuffs ‘which are- azo-dyes and which are
obtainable under the trade names Acilan
Ponceau RR "Extra 8066D, Acilan Orange
GX  Type 8066D, Acilan' Yellow -Extra
Type 8066D, Brilliant Black B Extra 8066D,
Acilan Black 10' B 8066D, Cedar Brown
61250 8066D, and Turquoise Blue' AE.

‘The method according to the invention’
has application to many types of tree, par-
ticularly alder, wmaple, sycamore, 'lime,
birch, beech and poplar. Of these, sycamore
is one of the easier trees to treat and’ the
poplar one of the more difficult.

By the use of the present invention, it’ is
found that penetration of the colouring
liqui'd‘througﬁgut a tree may be obtained. 130
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However, this does not mean that evel;y gart

of -the :tree 'will be. c&lou;eﬂi"% t“that .the

colouring material will trate throughoiit

most of the trunk “the tree. In order to
S obtain - success' “in “the caoloyring progess,
bowever, it is neoessary for a very carsful
selectlon to “be made of the trees. % select-
ing a tree; particular attention iis pald to the
regulanty ofits growth. -

19 “'The dispersion’ "of the col,oun;ug ma;enal
' trunk of
would “be "the case if the ol

had been introdviced solely. by ;‘i‘i,ﬁf 3}

- 15 megthods: ‘tather than by ‘methods ‘in’ whxch

" the movement :of sap in the iree is tilised.

Consequently 2’ methog- aocordmg to the in-

ve;ouon provides a coloured trupk. of a tree

whicl lour *has diifexent shades or

20 depths accbr'di‘qg to the grain “in the wood

of ‘the tree. '

" Fhe- met.hod according to the” mventl'é'n ;s

also'-particalaily adapted for introducing a

Phurality’ of colours fhroughout the woad ‘iii

25 the trunk of 4 ‘tree, By reason of the drill

boles in ,one . network “being gjfset with; e

spect to"the parall] il

nstwork; §f one. colour. s intfoducéd into ong
nétwork angd ' a’ different colour. info_anoth

C ,logés gfxe both . disperse

du'ect[y into_ong ariol '

- do niot entirely me;ge. but both colouss will
appear,‘ when “the trunk of the . tree ; is . cut

85 actoss its . gxr;h There “will ;b . natiraly

ot i %Ja ESik ot T ‘Zréé""‘i.?h“xaﬁ‘”"
S il Of Yhe tree which fall op
Fich]" lige “betwéen deil holas of the

3t a8 fou good resplts aie. ob(a,megl
Wl»en the. netwofks inthe trugk of h
- arg drilled, at ‘any_distance fr

up.fo. a3 height -of - JO: feet ﬁ:@m und
nfth -trtik OF3, growing tree. The mﬁrﬂerks
48 are’ most ‘conveniently _ drilled” at ,as
legels 48" possible ‘in’ order ay@;d wasfe

tmbeer .and__.alsg Jgo J;hat the. §

B e thehge ped, howover, the-anll
) wo,has ntop . eyer, . the,
holes may be as niuch. as® % ‘ft.. from -the
ground, “The position Of the . netwiorks \of
drill . holes jin_suth 2 topped. trge must, be.
60 sufficiently bélow - the -topmost part ‘of ; Jthe
teunk “to”_allow .Of . the - tapks Qf colouring
ligoid* “being “fastened to the trunk ~80.that
a gravity. fegd of the oolqunqg hgu;d, to. the
nefworks occurs. “This :method. is, préferably
65 employed at the. time. of year when the: ﬁap

holes Tin ,aqother .

- lige.d]

foet 10,3 fest. ot
""'efhe netwe;t‘icg g}.}? h%ier;.

thad,xs empkoyed o a. tree'

m the tree ;e tendmg to fall rather than 40

The colou;ed woqd obtan;ed accgr;ixqg
fo. the ;present mventton prosqdes a length
of ‘treg-frunk .free om .drill. h
the' trunk ‘may be' sliced .
¥enger slicing machme .in_order.
substantial Iéngths . of vensers of | ‘coloured
wood. which are free . from blegnshes .and
whlch may-pe used:.as cov for .walls
or furniture, Also the coloured wood .may
be used .as -solid - wood for general .nanu-

for ;e;;amp}e;,of .turned " articles or

thg “;colonred  wood
may be

I?E to the. mvem;,on
so} LOF- sed as logs, boards

bon,ded bgard;, . onded veneez;s, boards
bonded “with- ve;tee;s, agl:lh nl;l blgck form, oF
ds yeneers. cut 01;_1. -$uch blocks. .

W_.HA "WE CL A AN —

1 tllmethod of | ﬁgxllo ’ w];gd com-
priging the § 2 plurality of
ngtivl?)rks of tlsx‘ﬁxterse;c‘}:n‘lg;mg nll holes. in .the
kof .2 Jiving trge, each network being
formeﬂ 'by a ﬁrsl
whmh ' th a. second(piurahty of

$ holes comprising the
respectiye. netwoyks being  arranged ot ot
vertical” ahgnme . one. another, " feed-
g.into il networks ‘of .drill’ holes

acco q

S

. property. - of . imparpi
i ‘gfr.;'iﬂ‘t{ée? ana e

f /' g 3 llpg‘-
s of drill hales so- that the

he _said networks subsfan-.
h the woodtwof the “&bgém
,ae0 rdlng -1 :Claim ],

33 A'&; -: 27 ST YYiL It 1
ug — > 137 m-"s':!'c&h! g Wjéh

.!

nce. bg,tyyeen

ethod of mle!s 8. W9nd- %hlph

Fises ) a.colouring

: lumhy of .substantially
9911,11’1',1.?!@8 181 éﬁ;ﬁt

angles, with a. sec ty.of grilt
the Hrl,u ;hgles %%glplpus%; the , 1espective
nefworks  being.

.engt I gt . '
colouging, qumds is, ghisps

ing tree yig a
horizental . n [
plurau.;ympf -.;&rail,f;mm

, OF veneers, as

plurality .of drill holes.

& &olgs,..'

. qnv,efﬁ"i onal
to o%tam-

15

95

Claam 2’4
WQ{ICS of Anterssct::
es.i i ;ope network. -
af, a yetical
i the 881d ; g

W

ol in, &be;ﬂther.ﬂe&f_

115

e cellular t1ssu§z of a' grow-.

ap;qgged ont.of vertical
@n%her, ?ﬁhereby the.
. throughout the

12

tree by the natural moygmmtl of: the: sap in.

the upe a‘nd“cg.ttmg down, the Atge- after a
: oﬂh 19 lqntutomer;mxt distriby-

e ;
stg?magly m?.ﬁ?i? of, Ahe

teee. -

wd: throughout suh--.
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However, this does not mean that every part
of -the ‘tree will be coloured, but -that the
colouring material will penetrate throughout
most of the trudk of the tree. In order to

5 obtain success in the colouring process,
however, it is necessary for a very careful
selection to ‘be made of the trees. In select-
ing a tree, particular attention is paid to the
regularity of its growth.

The dispersion .of the colouring material
throughout ‘the trunk of the tree is not a
uniform dispersal throughout the trunk as
would be the case’if the colouring material
had ‘been introduced soleély by arfificial

45 methods rather than by methods in which
the movemsent of sap in the tree is utilised.
Consequently a method according to the in-
vention provides a coloured trunk of a tree
in which the colour has different shades or

20 depths according to the grain in the wood
of the tree. _

The method according to the invention is
also 'particulaily adapted for introducing a
plurality of colours throughout the wood in

25 the trunk of a tree. By reason of the drill
holes in one network being offset with re-
spect to the parallel drill holes in another
network, if one colour is introduced into one
network and a different colour into another

80 network, these colours are “both dispersed
throughout the wood of a tree but not
directly into one another, so that the colours
do not entirely merge, but both colours will
appear .when the trunk of the tree is cut

-85 acrqss its .girth. There will ‘be naturally

some blending of the two colours at posi-
tions. in%lfe".trunk of the tree which fall on
a ‘vertical ‘line between drill holes of the
respective networks.

40 /It is found that good results are obtained

when the netwoiks in the trunk of the tree
are ‘drifled at any distance from, ground level
up.to.a height .of 10 feet from the ground
in the trynk of a growing treg. The petworks
45 are most conveniently drilled at as low
levels as possible in order to avoid .waste
of timber and also so that the tanks of
colouring liquid .are-at.a. convenient height
for_inspection and refilling - with the mini-
50 mum expenditure of man-power.:In geneéral
the trees which are treated have a trunk
diameter of some 2 feet to 3 feet at the part
of the trunk where the networks .of. holes
.are drilled.
55 ~When the method is employed on a tree
" which has been topped, however, the drill
holes may be as much as 20 ft. from the
ground. The position of the networks of
drill holes in such a topped tree must be
60 sufficiently below the -topmost part of the
trunk .to allow of the tanks of coloiring
liquid being fastened to the trunk so that
a gravity feed of the colouring liquid to the
networks occurs. This method is preferably
65 employed at the time of year when the sap

in the tree is tending to fall rather than to
rise.

The coloured wood .obtained according q"\

to the present invention provides a length

of tree-trunk free from -drill holes, so that 70 ‘

the trunk may be sliced on a comventiopal
veneer slicing machine in order to” Sbtain
substantial Iengths of vensers of - coloured
wood which are .free from blemishes and
which may be used as coverings for walls 7%
or furniture. Also the colonred wood may
be used as solid wood for general manus
facture, for example of turned articles ;or
furniture. In fact the coloured wood
obtained according to the invention may.be 80
sold or used as logs, boards, or veneers, as
bonded boards, bonded veneers, boards
bonded with veneers, all in block form, or
as veneers cut from such blocks. ,
WHAT WE CLATM IS:— . 5
1. A method of colouring wood com-
prising the steps of drilling a plurality of
networks of intersecting drill holes in the
trunk of a living tree, each network being
formsd by a first plurality of drill holes 9¢
which intersect with a second plurality Jof
drill holes, the drill holes comprising the
respective networks being arranged out of
vertical alignment with one another, feed- )
ing into the .said metworks of - drill holes a 9%
liquid  having the property of imparting
colour to the wood of the tree, and sealing
the said networks of drill holes so that the
liquid may leave the said networks substan-,

tially only through the wood of the tree, .. 100
2. A method according to :Claim :1,
wherein the drill ‘holes. comprisizg the said
networks intersect at right angles, and each
network of intersecting drjll holes lies in a
plane substantially at right.angles to jthe 10F

trunk of the free. L
3. A method according .to:Clajm .2 -in

- which: there .are two pegworks of intersect:

ing drill holes, the holes.in .one petwork
being arranged in such 4 way that a yeptical t1U
line through any one hole in the said.one
ngtwork “bisgets the distance between . the.
adjacent- parallel drill holes. in. the other net-
work. -

4. A method of colouring wood, which 115
method compuises . introducing a colouring
liquid into the cellular tissues of a grow-.
ing tree via a -plurality of - substantially
horizontal networks each comprising ;a-first
plurality of drill. holes intersecting at right 130
angles with a second plurality of drill holes,
the drill holes comprising the respective
networks being arranged out.of vertical
alignment . with one ancther, whereby the
colouring liquid is. dispersed throughout the 126
tree by the natural movement of the sap in
the tree, and cutting down the free after a
periad of gime sufficient to permit distribu-
tion of the colopring liquid throughout sub-
stantially the whole of the tree. 130
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5. A method according to any of the

.. preceding claims in which the colouring
- liquid is an aqueous solution of am acid
dyzstuff.

5 6. A method according to any of claims
1 to 4 in which the colouring’ liguid is
formed from two chemicals, introduced
info adjacent networks, which chemicals
will react to produce a colouring material

10 within the tree.

7. A method according to any of Claims

1 to 4 wherein different colouring materials

are introduced into different networks.
8. A method according to Claim 1 or

Claim 2 wherein the tree is first topped and

-then three or more networks of drill holes

15

are formed in the trunk of the tree near the
end of the trunk at which the tree has been
topped.

9. A method of colouring wood sub- 20
stantially as hereinbefore described and
with reference to the accompanying draw-

Ings.
10. Coloured wood obtained by the
method of any of the preceding claims,
11. Vencers sliced from coloured wood
according to Claim 10.
PAGE, WHITE & FARRER.
Chartered Patent Agents,
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