
1  Description CORPSE TREATMENT DEVICE  5 Technical
Field [0001] This invention relates to corpse
treatment devices used in treating dead human  bodies
and particularly relates to the technical field of
prevention of leakage of internal  contents in body
cavities through orifices. 10 Background Art [0002]
Generally, after a human dies, muscles of his or her
body parts become flaccid so  that, for example,
rectum contents including residual feces and body
fluids may leak  through the anus or, if a female,
internal contents may also leak from the vagina. If
internal  contents thus leak from body cavities, this
is hygienically undesirable and affects the later 15
operations such as body transport. Prevention of
leakage of internal contents is  conventionally
implemented by plugging body cavities with a plug
member, for example,  as disclosed in Patent Document
1. [0003] The plug member in Patent Document 1 is
formed by sheathing with a  water-soluble sheet a
column made of water-swellable fibers that absorb
water to swell and  20 applying a lubricant to the
sheet surface. In using the plug member, for example,
for an anus, the treatment person puts one
longitudinal end of the column on the anus and then
pushes the other end thereof in the direction of
insertion with his or her finger. Thus, the  column is
inserted, together with the sheet, in the rectum by
the action of the lubricant.  When the column is
inserted in the rectum together with the sheet, the
sheet dissolves in 25 water in internal contents so
that the water is absorbed into fibers of the column.
The fibers  having absorbed the water swell to expand
the diameter of the column. The expanded  column comes
into tight contact with the inner wall of the rectum
to plug the rectum, 



2  thereby preventing the leakage of internal contents
through the anus. Patent Document 1: Japanese
Unexamined Patent Publication No. 2003-111830 (Page 3,
Page 4, Figure 1 and Figure 2) 5 Disclosure of the
Invention Problem to Be Solved by the Invention [0004]
For example, when a human dies from a disease, a large
volume of internal  contents may be discharged owing
to treatments during antecedent care, such as enema
10 cleansing. In another case, even if he or she
undergoes no antecedent treatment such as enema
cleansing, the amount of water in internal contents
may be larger owing to his or  her personal
specificity. When an antecedent treatment such as
enema cleansing is  undergone or when internal
contents of the corpse contain a large amount of
water,  however, such a simple insertion of the plug
member in the cavity as in Patent Document 1 15 may
fail to fully absorb water in the internal contents.
In such a case, the internal contents  may flow
between fibers in the column and then leak out of the
cavity. [0005] As for the plug member disclosed in
Patent Document 1, the treatment person  inserts the
column made of fibers into the cavity by pushing in it
with his or her finger. It  can be considered that the
column may lose its shape in the course of insertion
to fail to be 20 inserted in position and thereby
degrade its effect of plugging the cavity. Therefore,
the  insertion of the column needs to be carried out
carefully so as not to deform the column  and is a
troublesome work for the treatment person. Further, in
order to surely insert the  column into the body
cavity, the treatment person needs to put his or her
finger in the  cavity. Therefore, the column insertion
work is also a reluctant work in the treatment site.
25 [0006] The present invention has been made in view
of the foregoing points and,  



therefore, its object is to prevent body internal
contents from leaking out of body cavities  even when
an antecedent treatment such as enema cleansing is
undergone or when the 3  internal contents contain a
large amount of water, and improve the operability of
the  treatment for preventing the leakage of the
internal contents. Means to Solve the Problems 5
[0007] To attain the above object, the corpse
treatment device of the present invention
accommodates a column and a water-absorbing agent in a
cylindrical guide member and is  configured to push
the column and the water-absorbing agent into the body
cavity using a  push member. [0008] Specifically, in a
first aspect of the invention, a corpse treatment
device  10 comprises: a column that expands by
absorbing water; a water-absorbing agent; a guide
member that is formed in a cylindrical shape having
openings at both ends, accommodates  the column and
the water-absorbing agent and is configured to guide
the column and the  water-absorbing agent into a body
cavity; a closing member that is open at one end
thereof  and disengageably fitted to one end of the
guide member; and a rod-shaped push member 15
configured to be inserted into the guide member
through the opening located at the other  end and push
out, through the opening of the guide member located
at the one end, the  column and the water-absorbing
agent accommodated in the guide member, wherein the
corpse treatment device is configured so that the
column pushed through the opening of the  guide member
at the one end into the body cavity by the push member
absorbs water in 20 internal contents in the body
cavity to expand until plugging the cavity and the
water-absorbing agent absorbs water in the internal
contents, thereby preventing the  internal contents
from leaking out of the cavity. [0009] With this
structure, since the opening at the one end of the
guide member is  



closed by the closing member, this avoids the exit of
the column and the water-absorbing  25 agent, which
are accommodated in the guide member, from the guide
member through the opening at the one end prior to
use. In inserting the column and the water-absorbing
agent  into a body cavity, the treatment person need
only insert the one end of the guide member 4  having
the opening into the body cavity and then operate the
push member. Thus, the  closing member disengages from
the opening at the one end of the guide member, the
column is guided by the guide member so that it is
inserted in the cavity to a predetermined  location
while keeping its desired shape, and the
water-absorbing agent is likewise inserted. 5
Therefore, the treatment person can easily and
reliably insert the column and the  water-absorbing
agent into the body cavity without putting his or her
finger in the cavity.  [0010] The column inserted into
the body cavity absorbs water in internal contents to
expand, thereby plugging the cavity. Even if the body
has undergone enema cleansing or  other antecedent
treatment or contains a large amount of water in the
internal contents, the 10 water-absorbing agent also
absorbs water in the internal contents, which prevents
the  internal contents from leaking out of the cavity.
[0011] In a second aspect of the invention, the
water-absorbing agent in the first aspect  of the
invention is accommodated in the guide member at a
location closer to the opening  at the one end than
the column. 15 [0012] With this structure, the
water-absorbing agent is located deeper in the cavity
than  the column when it has been inserted in the body
cavity. This allows the water-absorbing  agent to
absorb, deeper in the cavity, water in internal
contents that might otherwise leak  out from deeper in
the cavity. [0013] In a third aspect of the invention,
the column in the first or second aspect of the  20
invention is made of water-swellable fibers that swell
by absorbing water. 



[0014] With this structure, fibers forming the column
absorb water in internal contents to  swell so that
the column expands until plugging the body cavity. In
this condition, almost  no clearance is left between
each adjacent fibers forming the column. [0015] In a
fourth aspect of the invention, the column in the
first or second aspect of the  25 invention is made of
a mixture of fibers and powder of water-absorbing
resin that swells by  absorbing water. [0016] With
this structure, powder of the water-absorbing resin
absorbs water to swell so 5  that the column expands
until plugging the cavity. In this case, the swollen
water-absorbing resin is retained between the fibers
to form a lump as a whole. [0017] Ina fifth aspect of
the invention, the water-absorbing agent in anyone of
the first  to fourth aspects of the invention is made
of powder of water-absorbing resin. 5 [0018] With this
structure, the water-absorbing agent inserted in the
body cavity is easy  to diffuse in the cavity. This
enables the water-absorbing agent to absorb water in
internal  contents within a wide area of the cavity.
[0019] Ina sixth aspect of the invention, the powder
of water-absorbing resin in the fifth  aspect of the
invention is gelled by absorbing water in the internal
contents. 10 [0020] In this case, after absorbing
water in internal contents, the water-absorbing agent
is hard to flow. Effects of the Invention [0021] In
the first aspect of the invention, since the column
and the water-absorbing  15 agent, which are
accommodated in the cylindrical guide member, can be
inserted into the  body cavity by the push member,
this improves the operability of the treatment for
preventing the leakage of internal contents from the
body cavity. Further, since the column  inserted in
the body cavity expands until plugging the cavity and
the water-absorbing agent  



also absorbs, independent of the column, water in
internal contents, this prevents the 20 internal
contents from leaking out of the cavity even if the
internal contents contain a large  amount of water.
[0022] In the second aspect of the invention, since
the water-absorbing agent is  accommodated in the
guide member at a location closer to the opening at
the one end than  the column, the water-absorbing
agent can be placed deeper in the body cavity.
Therefore, 25 water in internal contents can be
effectively absorbed deeper in the cavity by the
water-absorbing agent. [0023] In the third aspect of
the invention, since the column is made of
water-swellable 6  fibers, almost no clearance is left
between each adjacent fibers that have absorbed water
in  internal contents. This provides a sufficient
effect of the column plugging the cavity. [0024] In
the fourth aspect of the invention, since the column
is made of a mixture of  powder of water-absorbing
resin and fibers, the powder of the water-absorbing
resin  5 having absorbed water in internal contents
forms a lump together with the fibers, which  provides
a sufficient effect of plugging the cavity. [0025] In
the fifth aspect of the invention, since the
water-absorbing agent is made of  powder of
water-absorbing resin, the water-absorbing agent can
absorb water in internal  contents within a wide area
of the cavity. 10 [0026] In the sixth aspect of the
invention, since the water-absorbing agent is gelled
to  become hard to flow, this prevents the
water-absorbing agent from leaking out of the  cavity.
Brief Description of the Drawings 15 [0027] [Fig. 1]
Figure 1 is a partly cross-sectional view of a corpse
treatment device  according to an embodiment of the
present invention. 



[Fig. 2] Figure 2 is a front view of a guide member as
viewed from its one end  opening side. [Fig. 3] Figure
3 is a cross-sectional view taken along the line X-X
in Figure 1. 20 [Fig. 4] Figure 4 is a cross-sectional
view showing a closing member, a  water-absorbing
agent and a plug member. [Fig. 5] Figure 5 illustrates
how to use the corpse treatment device: Figure 5A is a
view showing a condition in which the guide member is
inserted in the rectum; Figure 5B  is a view showing a
condition in which the water-absorbing agent and the
plug member are 25 pushed from the guide member into
the rectum; and Figure 5C is a view showing a
condition in which the water-absorbing agent and the
plug member have absorbed water in  internal contents.
7  [Fig. 6] Figure 6 is a partly cross-sectional view
of a guide member according to  Modification 1 of the
above embodiment. [Fig. 7] Figure 7 is a corresponding
view of Figure 6, showing a guide member  according to
Modification 2 of the above embodiment. 5 [Fig. 8]
Figure 8 is a corresponding view of Figure 6, showing
a guide member  according to Modification 3 of the
above embodiment. Explanation of Reference Numerals
[0028] 1 corpse treatment device  10 2 plug member
(column) 3 water-absorbing agent  4 guide member 4a
one end opening 4b the other end opening  



15 5 push rod (push member)  16 closing member Best
Mode for Carrying Out the Invention [0029] An
embodiment of the present invention will be described
below in detail with  20 reference to the drawings.
[0030] Figure 1 shows a corpse treatment device 1
according to an embodiment of the  present invention.
The treatment device 1 is for preventing internal
contents in the rectum  B of a body from leaking out
through the anus A as shown in Figure 5. The treatment
device 1 includes a plug member 2 which is a column
expandable by absorbing water, a 25 water-absorbing
agent 3, a cylindrical guide member 4 which
accommodates and guides  them into the rectum B of the
body, and a push rod 5 serving as a push member for
pushing  the plug member 2 and the water-absorbing
agent 3 out of the guide member 4. 8  [0031] The guide
member 4 is obtained by forming a resin material into
a cylindrical  shape and has openings at both ends.
The size of the guide member 4 is adapted to, for
example, the shape of the rectum of a normal adult.
Specifically, its axial dimension is  selected between
85 mm and 100 mm both inclusive and its inner diameter
is selected 5 between 20 mm and 23 mm both inclusive.
The thickness of the guide member 4 is  selected at
approximately 0.5 mm. [0032] As shown in Figure 2, the
edge of one end opening 4a at one end of the guide
member 4 is provided integrally with a plurality of
pinnae 7 extending toward the radial  center of the
one end opening 4a while curving. A clearance. is
created between each pair 10 of pinnae 7 adjacent
along the circumferential direction of the one end
opening 4a. Each  pinna 7 is flexibly formed so that
the distal end part of the pinna 7 is displaced in the
axial  direction of the guide member 4. Further, the
distance R2 between the distal ends of each  



radially opposed pair of pinnae 7 in the one end
opening 4a is selected in the range of 0.3  to 0.7
times the inner diameter RI of the guide member 4. 15
[0033] As shown in Figure 1, the diameter of the other
end opening 4b at the other end  of the guide member 4
is selected to be substantially equal to the inner
diameter RI of the  guide member 4. The inner surface
of the guide member 4 is integrally formed, in the
vicinity of the other end thereof, with a raised part
8 extending radially inward. [0034] The push rod 5 is
composed of a rod member 10 and a pair of disc members
11  20 attached to both ends of the rod member 10. The
pair of disc members 11 have a common  shape and its
outer diameter is selected to be substantially equal
to the inner diameter R1  of the guide member 4. The
peripheral edge of each disc member 11 is provided
with a  peripheral wall 12 that can slide on the inner
surface, of the guide member 4. The center of  each
disc member 11 is provided with a fitting part 13 of
cross-shaped section extending 25 toward the rod
member 10. As shown in Figure 3, each disc member 11
has three openings  14 formed, circumferentially
spaced apart from each other, between the peripheral
wall 12  and the fitting part 13. These openings 14
are for allowing air in the guide member 4 to 9  flow
through both sides of the disc member 11 in moving the
push rod 5 in the axial  direction of the guide member
4. The size and number of openings 14 can be flexibly
selected. [0035] The rod member 10 is formed into an
elongated cylindrical shape and its length is  5
selected to be longer than the axial dimension of the
guide member 4. The fitting parts 13  of both the disc
members 11 are fitted into both ends of the rod member
10 to join the rod  member 10 and the disc members 11
together. Since the push rod 5 is formed by
assembling the rod member 10 and the disc members 11
together in the above manner, the  rod member 10 and
the disc member 11 can be made of individual suitable
materials. 



10 [0036] The push rod 5 is inserted, with its one
disc member 11, through the other end  opening 4b into
the guide member 4. With the push rod 5 inserted
therein, a sliding  resistance is created between the
peripheral wall 12 of the disc member 11 and the inner
surface of the guide member 4. Further, the push rod 5
is configured so that when it is  inserted into the
guide member 4, the peripheral wall 12 of the disc
member 11 slides over 15 and engages against the
raised part 8 of the guide member 4 to hold the push
rod 5 against  sliding out of the guide member 4.
Furthermore, since the disc members 11 at both ends of
the push rod 5 have a common shape as described above,
either disc member 11 has the  same relation with the
guide member 4 when inserted into it. [0037] The plug
member 2 is obtained by forming water-swellable fibers
into a  20 cylindrical shape. The outer diameter of
the plug member 2 is selected to be substantially
equal to the inner diameter RI of the guide member 4
and the axial dimension thereof is  selected to be
shorter than that of the guide member 4. The size of
the plug member 2 is  changeable according to the body
for which the treatment device 1 is used. [0038] This
embodiment employs, as the above-mentioned
water-swellable fiber,  25 LANSEAL(r)F or LANSEAL(r)K
manufactured by Toyobo Co., Ltd., which is composed
of an inner layer of an acrylic fiber and an outer
layer of a water-absorbing resin. These
water-swellable fibers have rates of water absorption
that reach approximately 50 % or 10  more of the
equilibrium absorption of water in approximately ten
seconds after contacting  water. These water-swellable
fibers also have a property that once absorbing water,
they do  not release water even through the
application of some degree of pressure and a property
that they do not almost dissolve in water. Further,
while the diameter of each 5 water-swellable fiber
after absorbing water expands up to approximately five
or more  times the diameter thereof before absorbing
water, the length of each water-swellable fiber  



does not almost change between before and after
absorbing water because it is kept by the  acrylic
fiber. Since the fiber material properties of each
water-swellable fiber are taken on  by the acrylic
fiber, they are not almost degraded even if the
water-absorbing resin forming  10 the outer layer
absorbs water. [0039] The above water-swellable fibers
have carboxyl groups. The carboxyl groups act  to
selectively adsorb ammonia in internal contents. This
enables odor reduction. [0040] The water-absorbing
agent 3 is composed of powder of water-absorbing
resin.  The particle size of the powder ranges from 40
to 150 mesh, both inclusive. This  15 embodiment
employs, as the water-absorbing resin, acrylic
cross-linked polymer. Acrylic cross-linked polymer has
a property that it changes in gel form when absorbing
water and  becomes water-insoluble after gelled.
Instead of acrylic cross-linked polymer, use can be
made of other water-absorbing resins that do not
release absorbed water, such as  starch-acrylate graft
copolymer, starch-acrylonitrile graft copolymer or
cross-linked  20 polyethylene oxide. [0041] The
water-absorbing agent 3 maybe mixed with stabilized
chlorine dioxide. The  mixture of stabilized chlorine
dioxide enables reduction of odor and germs. The
water-absorbing agent 3 may be mixed with, instead of
or besides stabilized chlorine  dioxide, deodorant,
germicide and/or antiseptic. 25 [0042] As shown in
Figures 1 and 4, the water-absorbing agent 3 is
accommodated in a  portion of the guide member 4
closer to the one end opening 4a than the plug member
2  and between a closing member 16 and the plug member
2. In this embodiment, the content 11  of the
water-absorbing agent 3 ranges from 0.10 to 3.00 g,
both inclusive, and, for example,  is set at 0.50 g.
If the content of the water-absorbing agent 3 is
selected in the range from  0.05 to 5.00 g, both
inclusive, water in internal contents can be well
absorbed. 



[0043] The closing member 16 is obtained by forming
biodegradable resin in the form of  5 a hat that is
open toward the other end of the guide member 4, and
is also a component of  the treatment device 1. The
closing member 16 is accommodated in the guide member
4 in  the vicinity of the one end opening 4a. The
open-side part of the closing member 16 comes  into
tight contact with the inner surface of the guide
member 4. The surface of the closing  member 16 facing
the pinnae 7 is formed to extend along the surfaces of
the pinnae 7 10 located toward the inner space of the
guide member 4. Thus, the closing member 16 is held
against exit from the guide member 4 through the one
end opening 4a by the pinnae 7.  [0044] When the plug
member 2 is pushed toward the one end opening 4a by
the push  rod 5, the pinnae 7 are bent by the pushing
force so that the closing member 16 gets out of  the
guide member 4 through the one end opening 4a and
disengages from the guide 15 member 4. The closing
member 16 may be obtained by forming, for example,
paper, cloth  or absorbent cotton. [0045] Next, a
description will be made of how to assemble the corpse
treatment device  1 having the above structure. First,
the closing member 16 is inserted into the guide
member 4 through the other end opening 4b. In doing
so, the open side of the closing 20 member 16 is faced
toward the other end opening 4b. Since the closing
member 16 is made  of resin, it elastically deforms
when sliding over the raised part 8, which reduces the
force  of insertion of the closing member 16 into the
guide member 4. [0046] Then, the water-absorbing agent
3 is put into the closing member 16, followed by  the
insertion of the plug member 2 into the guide member 4
through the other end opening  25 4b. The plug member
2 covers the open side of the closing member 16. Since
the plug member 2 is made of fibers, it also
elastically deforms when sliding over the raised part
8,  which reduces the force of insertion of the plug
member 2 into the guide member 4. 12  



[0047] Thereafter, one of the disc members 11 of the
push rod 5 is brought to bear on the  end surface of
the plug member 2 opposite to the closing member 16
and the plug member  2 is then pushed, together with
the closing member 16, into the guide member 4 toward
the  one end opening 4a thereof by the push rod 5.
This pushing operation is finished when the 5 closing
member 16 comes into abutment with the pinnae 7.
[0048] The closing member 16 and plug member 2
inserted into the guide member 4 are  held against
exit therefrom through the one end opening 4a by the
pinnae 7 and held  against exit therefrom through the
other end opening 4b by the push rod 5. In this case,
the  distance R2 between the distal ends of each
opposed pair of pinnae 7 is set at 0.7 times the 10
inner diameter RI of the guide member 4 or smaller.
This enables the closing member 16  and plug member 2
to be surely prevented from exiting through the one
end opening 4a,  for example, when the treatment
device 1 is transported. [0049] Next, a description
will be made of how to use the corpse treatment device
1  configured as above with reference to Figure 5. As
shown in Figure 5A, the lubricant is  15 first applied
to the outer surface of the guide member 4 and the
guide member 4 is then inserted, beginning with the
one end opening 4a side, several ten mm into the anus
A.  Thereafter, when the push rod 5 is pushed, its
pushing force is transmitted to the plug  member 2,
the water-absorbing agent 3 and the closing member 16.
The pushing force  allows the closing member 16 to
bend the pinnae 7 outward of the guide member 4, move
20 from the guide member 4 through the one end opening
4a into the rectum B and disengage  from the guide
member 4. In this case, the distance R2 between the
distal ends of each  opposed pair of pinnae 7 is set
at 0.3 or more times the inner diameter RI of the
guide  member 4. Therefore, only a small pushing force
is needed in pushing out the closing  member 16, which
facilitates the operation of the push rod 5. 25 [0050]
Next to the closing member 16, the plug member 2 also
moves into the rectum B  



as shown in Figure 5B. At this time, the closing
member 16 and the plug member 2 get  away from each
other so that the water-absorbing agent 3 disperses
deeper in the rectum B 13  than the plug member 2. In
this manner, the plug member 2 is surely inserted in
the rectum  B to a predetermined location by the guide
member 4 while keeping its desired shape and  the
water-absorbing agent 3 is likewise inserted thereinto
by the guide member 4.  Therefore, in inserting the
plug member 2 and the water-absorbing agent 3 into the
rectum 5 B, there is no need for the treatment person
to insert any finger into the anus A unlike the  known
art. [0051] After the water-absorbing agent 3 and the
plug member 2 have been inserted in  the rectum B, the
guide member 4 is pulled out of the anus A, resulting
in completion of  the treatment. 10 [0052] Thereafter,
the water-swellable fibers of the plug member 2, which
has been  inserted in the rectum B, absorb water in
internal contents in the rectum B to swell, so that
the plug member 2 expands up to five or more times its
diameter. When the plug member 2  thus expands, the
outer peripheral surface of the plug member 2 comes
into tight contact  with the inner wall of the rectum
B to plug the rectum B. Since, at this time, fibers
forming 15 the plug member 2 have swollen, they come
into close contact with one another so that  almost no
clearance is left between each adjacent fibers.
Further, since the water-swellable  fibers do not
change their fiber material properties after absorbing
water, the plug member  2 becomes hard to get out of
shape even after expanding. [0053] Referring to Figure
5C, the water-absorbing agent 3 absorbs, deeper in the
20 rectum B, water in internal contents to become
gelled. The gelled water-absorbing agent is  indicated
at 30 in the figure. In this case, the content of
water-absorbing agent 3 is at 0.10 g  or more.
Therefore, water in the internal contents can be
absorbed with reliability by the  



water-absorbing agent 3. Since water in the internal
contents is thus absorbed, this prevents  the internal
contents from leaking out through the anus A. 25
[0054] In the corpse treatment device 1 according to
this embodiment, the  water-absorbing agent 3 and the
plug member 2 are inserted into the rectum B of a body
through the anus A by the push rod 5. This improves
the operability of the treatment for 14  preventing
the leakage of internal contents through the anus A.
Further, since the  water-absorbing agent 3 absorbs
water in the internal contents in the rectum B, this
prevents the internal contents from leaking out
through the anus A even the body has  undergone enema
cleansing or other antecedent treatment or contains a
large amount of  5 water in the internal contents.
[0055] Furthermore, since the water-absorbing agent 3
is accommodated in the guide  member 4 at a location
closer to the one end opening 4a than the plug member
2, it can be  inserted deeper in the rectum B. This
allows the water-absorbing agent 3 to effectively
absorb water in the internal contents deeper in the
rectum B. 10 [0056] Furthermore, since the plug member
2 is made of water-swellable fibers, almost  no
clearance is left between each adjacent fibers that
have absorbed water in the internal  contents. This
provides a sufficient effect of the plug member 2
plugging the rectum B.  [0057] Furthermore, since the
water-absorbing agent 3 is made of water-absorbing
resin  powder, it is ease to diffuse in the rectum B.
This enables the water-absorbing agent 3 to 15 absorb
water in the internal contents within a wide area of
the rectum B. [0058] Furthermore, since the
water-absorbing agent 3 becomes gelled and hard to
flow  after absorbing water, this prevents the
water-absorbing agent 3 from leaking out through  the
anus A. [0059] As in Modification 1 shown in Figure 6,
the guide member 4 may have a mark 40  



20 which will give an indication of the degree of
insertion thereof into the anus A. The mark  40 in
this case is formed by giving the axial middle of the
outer peripheral surface of the  guide member 4 a
different color from resin material forming the guide
member 4. The  position of the mark 40 can be flexibly
selected. In inserting the guide member 4 into the
anus A, the guide member 4 is inserted until the mark
40 reaches the vicinity of the anus A. 25 This
prevents shortage and excess of insertion of the guide
member 4, thereby providing a  secure placement of the
water-absorbing agent 3 and the plug member 2 into
predetermined locations of the rectum B. The mark 40
may be implemented by putting a 15  seal, graining or
embossing. [0060] In Modification 2 shown in Figure 7,
one side of the guide member 4 toward the  one end has
a smaller thickness t2 than the thickness tl of the
other side. Therefore, the  one side thereof has a
smaller outer diameter than the other side to form a
shoulder 41. 5 When the guide member 4 is being
inserted into the anus A, the shoulder 41 reaches the
anus A in good time. At this time, the force of
insertion is increased. This informs the  treatment
person of the degree of insertion of the guide member
4. That is, in Modification  2, the shoulder 41 gives
an indication of the degree of insertion of the guide
member 4.  [0061] In Modification 3 shown in Figure 8,
the outer peripheral surface of the guide 10 member 4
is provided with a flange 42. When the guide member 4
is being inserted into  the anus A, the flange 42
comes into abutment with the periphery of the anus A,
so that the  guide member 4 is inserted no more into
the anus. That is, in Modification 3, the flange 42
gives an indication of the degree of insertion of the
guide member 4. [0062] This embodiment describes the
case where the plug member 42 is made of  15
water-swellable fibers only. The plug member 2 may be
made of a mixture of another kind  of fibers, such as
cotton fibers, and the above-mentioned water-absorbing
resin powder,  



though it is not shown. When the plug member made of
such a mixture contacts water in  internal contents,
the water-absorbing resin swells so that the plug
member expands until  plugging the rectum B. During
the time, the water-absorbing resin is gelled and
retained 20 between the fibers to form a lump as a
whole. This provides a sufficient effect of the plug
member 2 plugging the rectum B. [0063] Further, this
embodiment describes the case where the corpse
treatment device 1  is used for the anus A. The corpse
treatment device 1, however, can be used, for example,
for the vagina. In this case, the guide member 4 and
the plug member 2 have shapes 25 adapting to the shape
of the vagina. The shapes of the guide member 4 and
the plug  member 2 are changeable according to the
body build or sex. 16  Industrial Applicability [0064]
As described so far, the corpse treatment device
according to the present  invention can be used, for
example, for preventing internal contents remaining in
the  rectum of a body from leaking out through the
anus. 17  Claims  1. A corpse treatment device
comprising: a column that expands by absorbing water;
5 a water-absorbing agent; a guide member that is
formed in a cylindrical shape having openings at both
ends,  accommodates the column and the water-absorbing
agent and is configured to guide the  column and the
water-absorbing agent into a body cavity; a closing
member that is open at one end thereof and
disengageably fitted to one  10 end of the guide
member; and 



a rod-shaped push member configured to be inserted
into the guide member  through the opening located at
the other end and push out, through the opening of the
guide  member located at the one end, the column and
the water-absorbing agent accommodated  in the guide
member, 15 wherein the corpse treatment device is
configured so that the column pushed  through the
opening of the guide member at the one end into the
body cavity by the push  member absorbs water in
internal contents in the body cavity to expand until
plugging the  cavity and the water-absorbing agent
absorbs water in the internal contents, thereby
preventing the internal contents from leaking out of
the cavity. 20 2. The corpse treatment device of claim
1, wherein the water-absorbing agent is  accommodated
in the guide member at a location closer to the
opening at the one end than  the column. 25 3. The
corpse treatment device of claim 1 or 2, wherein the
column is made of  water-swellable fibers that swell
by absorbing water. 18  4. The corpse treatment device
of claim 1 or 2, wherein the column is made of a
mixture of  fibers and powder of water-absorbing resin
that swells by absorbing water. 5. The corpse
treatment device of any one of claims 1 to 4, wherein
the water-absorbing  5 agent is made of powder of
water-absorbing resin. 6. The corpse treatment device
of claim 5, wherein the powder of water-absorbing
resin is  gelled by absorbing water in the internal
contents. 


