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FIG. 3
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FIG. 7
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302

Placing an object to be sterilized into the
sterilization chamber

N

|

Placing a sterilizing element in the sterilization chamber, the sterilizing
element releasing sterilizing gas in the sterilization chamber

3041

Y

Closing the hatch so as to seal the sterilization chamber off from an ambient environment
outside the isolation unit, thereby allowing the sterilizing gas to accumulate within the
sterilization chamber substantially without permeating into the ambient environment
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Engaging the locking mechanism and initiating a sterilization cycle so as to prevent
the hatch from being opened, wherein the locking mechanism cannot be disengaged
until satisfaction of a predetermined condition
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Allowing the object to become sterilized through exposure to

the sterilizing gas
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Therein satisfaction of the predetermined condition causes the locking mechanism

to become automatically disengaged
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