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-1 BEVERAGE CONTAINER CARRIER Field of the Invention The
present invention relates to a beverage container carrier having a
carrying handle and a plurality of 5 compartments, each adapted to
contain a beverage container, in particular a bottle. The invention has
been developed especially, but not excldsively, for use in sporting events
to carry team's sports bottles and IS hereln descrlbed |n that context.
However, it is to be 10 &HHEQ A : ;

Bagkyepusnf tpribe |mm}q+gﬁdhls common at |ndoor and outdoor sportlng
events 10 See a person such as a team coach or trainer running onto 15

the playindhergareisie atcarnnsesdaed e halties pitvality bévettegeofcontainer
V‘@é?’fr‘ire‘?‘ihﬁa%ﬁ?f B%%[ﬁﬁ?i @Jqli'aﬁﬂ!rl%r SaFMB'Cé”lMQY%\i‘ r@pdirand

an even num art enﬁ alrs wi
SRR oot SR ISR BA N & DS TR ich the
mqmw%rmouﬁtd@amsi@ul@drrﬂn@@wt@s indibge Engeptgon has been

cgémmp@me@p&mmmingaaﬁim bestiel iviobyargilabfe botike in

u I 13 ly fagct t
e R R CS SPEE A IORR s WD S
cBSf §d Bf #RSwkd Bedrd A dEgRde SPREESTeventiBaYarsohE phatekfoke
tapmresdratedh tiottle darriess, nedpekialliytelertosathatutdomses, are
subject to attack from UV light and other damaging conditions. The

products are 30 perlodlcally made_wet and then dried out, and suffer
P b famMAyEALAAY use and transportation. The

polymer tin WhICh naturally has.a. low ecbfa jcal stren |s further
Weakene(;ljaﬁy s%c oug (gc?:nd?{uocﬁs andQ:l begins (()p 2rHcK zg)na9 peer] IeaV%%tS to
tfeRir@ person such as a team coach or trainer running onto

the playing area with a carrier adapted to hold a
plurality of bottles of water or other sports beverage.
Such carriers typically have a handle and an even number
of compartments arranged in pairs with one compartment of
each pair on either side of the central plane in which the
handle is mounted. Typical carrying devices include 4, 6
or 8 compartments, each containing a single bottle.

Most available bottle carriers are manufactured using
steel wire. Once fully manufactured, the wire skeleton of
the bottle carrier is coated using plastic resin. The
coating of the wire offers a degree of rust prevention and
some protection to the user. Such bottle carriers,
especially when used outdoors, are subject to attack from
UV light and other damaging conditions. The products are
periodically made wet and then dried out, and suffer
considerable physical damage during use and
transportation. The polymer coating, which naturally has a
low mechanical strength, is further weakened by such tough
conditions and begins to crack and peel, leaving the wire
partially exposed. This renders the bottle carrier
difficult to clean and the exposed wire begins to rust,
particularly at corners, creating a risk of injury to the
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35 partially exposed. This renders the bottle carrier difficult to clean and
the exposed wire begins to rust, particularly at corners, creating a risk of
injury to the - 2 person carrying the bottle carrier and to the athletes
collecting bottles from the bottle carrier. Existing bottle carriers typically
can only take one 5 size of bottle and wRen fully loaded can deform under
a relatively low load making it difficult for the user to carry it comfortably.
BtdSearriend il BerLbarrieetd kpeearad alis avlddardie fatdobekes
apd Hiadearbrig rbo enkesnd ponihe nepaststiicle Withrningnal disruption to
the game. It is therefore desirable for bottle carriers to be ergonomically
designed to be easily carried at speed. 15 Summary of the Invention The
present ifvEHRIBANSFoRAEL Eeh&RYAdC EsSniyrt ced iy Rainglderkatfe one
ptarmewbiEhbobtheaane wharichidtby shibatedatanedediy;,nthender a
CPRIPRSEIPPISINTI BN ITENG aiPPRRIPPEYdIPALRES er to
extending. in the central plane; a plurality of compartments, each including
eI :ﬂ‘bp%(?'mfd)g #- the base and a compartment wall extending
between the base and the opening, each compartment being adapted to

support gdeedica luyar iROFEOR phabiFREHOR PRIRIA0BESHRBANCEAti t is

ARt RS ICPMRALIM %%tadc;)ﬁ%ossedn%n £251 rﬁ%j%b%herﬁ%”do'ﬁtgh%%ﬁ q&hﬁf the
opénings are disposéd above their respective bases and are disposed
osRRATER Fadmkfe Wil ise nbndiakodhe ceREAPHake sbRat@Bpehing S
othlbeeftaast dos boatdrstnfent typend sideaafitihe hantte ise30 spaced
fr ' f t t S|

P T B A et e e
have longitudinal axes

Summary of the Invention

The present invention provides a beverage container
carrier having a central plane which, when carried, is
orientated substantially vertically, the container
comprising: a handle arranged along a longitudinal axis
extending in the central plane; a plurality of
compartments, each including a base, an opening opposite
the base and a compartment wall extending between the base
and the opening, each compartment being adapted to support
at least a lower portion of at least one beverage
container; at least one compartment disposed on each side
of the handle, wherein the openings are disposed above
their respective bases and are disposed outwardly from the
bases relative to the central plane so that the opening of
the at least one compartment on one side of the handle is
spaced from the opening of the at least one compartment on
other side of the handle, and, in use, beverage containers
disposed in the compartments have longitudinal axes
disposed at an angle to the central plane; wherein the
handle is located proximate the compartments and remains
accessible when the carrier iIs supporting beverage
containers that have upper potions that project from the
compartments as a result of the orientation of the
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disposed at an angle to the central plane; wherein the handle is located
proximate the compartments and remains 35 accessible when the carrier
is supporting beverage containers that have upper potions that project
from the compartments as a result of the orientation of the - 3
compartments and the spacing between $he compartment openings.
Because, when carried, the beverage containers are 5 inclined to the
c@ﬁfﬂﬁﬂféﬁﬁ@ﬂ%@é‘%nﬁmeﬂmm P TR Brsxiraarp@Etment
copwaiinggits, the carrier has a lower profile than one in which the
bottles are supported vertically. This means that, when full, the carrier is
more easily carried, particularly at_speed. 10 In a particular embodiment,

the compBRARHE aréV%Fhr@%'arslﬁ‘H thASvRGVELAES, %ﬁé\?@ﬁéeare
conalnere dispdtes swhtihal avep endak tipd hregragedottenbandles

"‘5}%9 il 2ReUN SRR ITAISPOSRE &PW&%”d%ﬁ@W%’ﬁyhas a

mthe centr Ian It is genetally ref rable f rthe ieé%end of

)Q(F‘a'@ep{& grs BEr e o Ry ?F& eao‘f%cﬁé@émrted
awe rigisahiiyn oﬂm(a@eanswtbart, thaeesre oblibldheivaatage®usis

afierecaRsid YWhert ikel copainere facardy dawnyseds) For instance, if
the bottles have a tapered shape at their top ends, then a row of bottles
on either side of the handle may be staggered and arranged such that

the top edds 8f PPIHafed atoserdved IprkiddhecSApRITaiRinES are
agiangegEit sAchn aipaticulieembedimesd eashctorheamnageiscontainer

cpastEy gSé%&”E[?é%S‘tﬁﬁ %thl?oﬁd%&f BPURP Y GOPRYE cdfainer,

m|n|m|se movement of bever
where the opening i1s loca ed iIs disposed upwards and

angled away from the central plane. It i1s generally
preferable for the top end of the beverage containers to
face upwards and outwards for ease of access and
prevention of leakage. However, there are possible
advantageous arrangements wherein the containers face
downwards. For instance, 1If the bottles have a tapered
shape at their top ends, then a row of bottles on either
side of the handle may be staggered and arranged such that
the top ends of the bottles cross over to provide a
compact packing arrangement.

In a particular embodiment, each compartment is
constructed to entirely surround the sides of a beverage
container. This minimises movement of the beverage
containers during carrying of the carrier.

In one form, the compartments are arranged in two
rows, one disposed on each side of the central plane.

The two rows may be staggered with respect to each
other, but preferably the compartments are arranged
symmetrically on either side of the central plane, with
the compartments In each row aligned.



containers during carrying of the carrier. 30 In one form, the

compartments are arranged in two rows, one disposed on each side of

the central plane. The two rows may be staggered with respect to each

35 other, but preferably the compartments are arranged symmetrically on

either side of the central plane, with thie €ompartments in each row

aligned. - 4 In one form, the carrier comprises two sections, each
comprisinglo@& ol OF BemBaRnEHE IRefGaBRl irefvd e caesddmns, each

identicpk Sihechanste pouldde &mmpdmwaramaﬂrdwlpreftmbtwo
e&&Ef?BH@“ SPOPHISER -5c8f’i“ ot i %I?e chIeES mgat.

the carrier is constructed entirely of two |cr§l‘ent|ca alves w %ICﬁ can e

jGiIREE b9 tendiRfiteorittiateeTe ek brefAeh éﬁﬁ&du%rﬁom@rsb%ﬁéné‘
apantherf skHpardtansthekable. Therefore, when disassembled, the
sections of the carriers are easy to store and transport. 15 In one form,

each co artmentl dimension ﬁ@hold a bev era% e cqntainger of a first q
size, and ,Egg Eﬁﬁa QEQ E%m LLLfIdS constructe

C@ﬁﬂbaﬁhlehtolﬁ trie faaenitd sadpdrapurmnib icthectonmbast dedirged by
vdheipisfdipessianegttassirround a beverage container of a 20 second,
smaller, size. Thereby, the beverage container carrier is adapted to carry
beverage containers of two different sizes, the support portion providing a

support Bébé#d?ﬂ%fﬁﬁf%@vémﬁﬁﬂiﬁﬁﬁﬁerEHGaﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬂﬁﬁnﬁgﬁppW en
ferdparsmadler stadieiniaineMhorpfonse iithed évamsenid@t, the

UZHERGENE Y Bhe DG rREPE SIPEME P HUEH e and transport.

In one form, each compartment is dimensioned to hold
a beverage container of a first size, and comprises a
support portion proximate a base of the compartment. In
one form the support portion is In the form of a collar
which 1s dimensioned to surround a beverage container of a
second, smaller, size. Thereby, the beverage container
carrier 1s adapted to carry beverage containers of two
different sizes, the support portion providing a support
base for the first beverage container and a surrounding
support for the smaller sized containers to minimise iIts
movement during transport.

In one form, the carrier is formed from injection
moulded plastics. In one particular form, the plastics
contains a UV resistant additive. In one particular form,
the plastics also contains an anti-static additive. 1In a
particular form, each compartment is formed as an open
webbed structure. This means that the outside of each
beverage container is easily visible when the beverage
containers are in the carrier, so that particular beverage
containers, for example those intended for particular
athletes, can easily be i1dentified.
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moulded plastics. In one particular form, the plastics contains a UV
resistant additive. In one particular form, 30 the plastics also contains an
anti-static additive. In a particular form, each compartment is formed as
an open webbed structure. This means that the outside of each
beverage container is easily visible wherPthie beverage containers are in
the carrier, so that particular beverage 35 containers, for example those
iREhedd Resarialaonasictheah 6aWiIBS identified. - 5 - Brief

Descriptigre of B1ecoramdnge tits eonverieintodesenidrsasibbodiments of
H}g ,el’ I 0 n tolﬁtll -
accompanyﬁactfdrawm ﬁ:sé%erwgr%%urg%g/gofg ttr?é%dr%e\?vmgsganac? e ANy 1ng

rEl R BT riptibRSs R?‘Ec,l bﬁHé%‘Edda’ a8 holBGpstsanihgomhendctimg
breddtiestcrqeisarof pia ovensorolnidbe unawingto b Fig hista plapesrseding

O RPTRIRESELAMGORIFMRIY Aiés LR RrepsITORRIRBECHAGERT oh'S @
side view of the beverage container carrier of Fig. 1; and 15 Fig. 3is a
partial end view of the beverage container carrier of Fig. 1. Detailed
Descriptid AR sv@wddgrsontainer carrier in the form of a bottle carrier
1 comprises a handle 2 and a plurality of compartments 3, each

compartment 3 daptedt ontain and _sup ort ottle, T g
handle Z?Segosﬂalonesdl% &nttal HYar??JAag' Fﬁ |se()8r|enao iment of a

sOBYRhaER, GRRTNDPeIh<AhE MJitle carrier 1 is carried. The
compartments 3 are arranged symmetrically in two

Fig. 2 1s a side view of the beverage container
carrier of Fig. 1; and

Fig. 3 1s a partial end view of the beverage
container carrier of Fig. 1.

Detailed Description

A beverage container carrier In the form of a bottle
carrier 1 comprises a handle 2 and a plurality of
compartments 3, each compartment 3 adapted to contain and
support a single bottle. The handle 2 i1s positioned in
central plane A-A”, which 1s orientated substantially
vertically when the bottle carrier 1 is carried.

The compartments 3 are arranged symmetrically in two
rows, one on either side of the central plane A-A’, such
that the compartments 3 iIn each row are aligned. In the
illustrated embodiment, there are two rows of four
compartments, but the bottle carrier could include four or
six compartments arranged in two rows of two or three
compartments, respectively. More than eight compartments
could be used, but this could make the carrier heavier and
more unwieldy to carry.
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rows, one on either side of the central plane A-A', such 30 that the
compartments 3 in each row are aligned. In the illustrated embodiment,
there are two rows of four compartments, but the bottle carrier could

include four or six compartments arranged in two rows of two or three
compartments, respectively. More thart éight compartments 35 could be
used, but this could make the carrier heavier and more unwieldy to carry.

-6 As illisirakdd USRS, M fddpiemdntstBare aiRpdd vt that ;are
Iengjtuémad;aéis Rhe wttkodgiteced imthescasp@taent3 ipitelieed at

'af‘% 8 St RO oS e PiTE e 3%%%% dIe) o
QeEQ hdd gl c&ﬁﬁ&r‘fﬁ\én& @%reﬁ"rt‘éd a\ﬁaﬂF@fﬁetHE nbfgenEor the
hangIIan pam el postmnéd gt antowee rheedianaitout 2108 tdps dbtheand

ggsmon W?rléeqr}to the ceI#rhe? fagé]‘gg&)\(/elt2 %f_gte rlleg:r% %S n]:%r%%{?if?ﬁénts 3
RS AL o ol 2o i g 2 can be
ppemﬁeanedw@ctompmweﬁt Bedght1 svddswpdrtibhes behslieata &blRir

%E‘@l‘é@n@dd§§itﬁlﬁf‘ﬁ”ﬂj SiEse0 PR S HRPRIL BOtiONS HeallgdAsAed2 is
b H)Wt coIIar6to suég;goqt th base o) ('ghetﬁmaller Elzed q_ottle Thety of

fet 8 h oser cen
perlme er of the collar rovides surroundlng support or ma er

skeR K& eHuding 20 movement of the smaller sized bottle in the
compartment 3 during carrying of the carrier 1. The outer portions of the

compart it We 'H%‘i B%t“ IS PRFBRYE 8For
nab ﬁabel 50ntﬁ en

which en e bottles to e VIS_I they are
p%gﬁeﬂggh$qh§Cgﬁﬁﬁ*ﬁnéﬂgg§ltloned |n t e compartment 3, and

base portion 5 includes a collar 6 dimensioned to fit a
smaller size of bottle. Support portions 7 are located
below the collar 6 to support the base of the smaller
sized bottle. The perimeter of the collar 6 provides
surrounding support for the smaller sized bottle, reducing
movement of the smaller sized bottle in the compartment 3
during carrying of the carrier 1.

The outer portions of the compartments 3 have an open
webbed structure including openings 8, which enable labels
on the bottles to be visible when they are positioned iIn
the compartments 3.

The bottle carrier 1 is Injection moulded from
polypropylene, preferably including UV and anti-static
additives to protect it from attack from sunlight and to
prevent it attracting dust, making i1t easier to clean. The
injection moulding process also means that the carrier 1
can be formed In a variety of colours, such as corporate
or team colours. A name plate with the name of the team
or sponsor can also be clipped to the outside of the
carrier 1.
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The bottle carrier 1 is injection moulded from polypropylene, preferably
including UV and anti-static 30 additives to protect it from attack from
sunlight and to prevent it attracting dust, making it easier to clean. The
injection moulding process also means that the carrier 1 can be formed in
a variety of colours, such as corporate™of team colours. A name plate with
the name of the team 35 or sponsor can also be clipped to the outside of
the carriéNg CANMHELEartied $ iFIMRY ihnwbigeddintigamhetrical,

helumsetirigaanye ihebuatesignachiniiaed deey Badlibynthe assesun oh way

i ical If ingl d hal
FrTI Y Rty OF PO GeReRaC A ar Botn
Ayl ae Lupsed QHE tﬁ@%%@é‘?a&a@ﬁ@fg?%gyoﬁo Raqdle 2
tiand p dohatidrwanth&d vexhicartbe piveneid padkagind hequoertit 8 1A pdaee

oA aigningQefAilSand-SRRP; INHEN S 3 I120 DKW S Q0SS MIANNEFBR easy
two halves of the bottle carrier 1_are preased to&eﬁher via throu?h hole

ontREAAZHAY palt ASPAHERTAPRF M sEiplét tiertitiml A5 rhe
spaphkadtingsreguieskphed for once only 15 assembly and have no
non-destructive means for disassembly. It is to be understood that a

reference,hereinto a prior art publicatjon does not constitute-an -, . -
ndmission. 36 IS DupTagRing dearts B ChaBo il Fittings

kHeWgarianes apnanstEnatorvhgnotHee cbirrPablver @dinfdhwhkattle
follorded in thereregediwgedeswgiioheaf tha inveniongexdepl adeos thehe

C 5 ire enwi r n C

g B o cCa e DAL S35 RUSaR61 GCEREY normal
use. The snap-in fittings are designed for once only
assembly and have no non-destructive means for

disassembly.

It 1s to be understood that a reference herein to a
prior art publication does not constitute an admission
that the publication forms a part of the common general
knowledge In the art in Australia, or any other country.

In the claims which follow and 1In the preceding
description of the iInvention, except where the context
requires otherwise due to express language or necessary
implication, the word “comprise” or variations such as
“comprises” or ‘“comprising” is used in an inclusive sense,
1.e. to specify the presence of the stated features but
not to preclude the presence or addition of further
features i1n various embodiments of the invention.

Variations and modifications may be made to the parts
previously described without departing from the spirit or
ambit of the invention.
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"comprises” or "comprising" is used in an inclusive sense, i.e. to specify
the presence of the stated features but not to preclude the presence or
addition of further 30 features in various embodiments of the invention.
Variations and modifications may be made to the parts previously
described without departing from the spifit or ambit of the invention. 35 - 8
- CLAIMS: 1. A beverage container carrier having a central plane which,
viHehldiriied, is orientated substantially 5 vertically, the container
comprising: a handle arranged along a longitudinal axis extending in the

cgntral plang 1R, F‘ﬂga&%’nftfa UDPPFe ARG BhASES r’“k lane
opening opposite said base and a compartment wall e enohgi betwee

SARISAse e Rafddetfity, RnCEdSRERRRM Behrtandred ly support
avé&asi eddgr, ptinorcohdideastroreobgraragegontainer; 15 at least one
said compartment disposed on each side of the handle, wherein the
openings are disposed above their.respective bases and are disposed n
outward PO A I 1R R i SRR BRI LRk it B tending
openitigeofare tr fdasp baseompartment on one side of the handle is
spaced from the opening of the at least one compartment on other side of

the handle, apd, in ., beverage containers disposed in.t .
commar ATy AR aRRONE | BReRS Ihiding a, base.
Zﬁrblélﬁ’@,rwlﬁé}eﬁpﬂ%ﬂ#éﬂlé@s'Bc@@%r@&ﬁnaﬁe@ﬁ@%ﬂﬂ%ﬁ%ﬁnd

rexesscctg shiviaveban $bd datssds and said opening, each
compartment being adapted to support at least a lower
portion of at least one beverage container;

at least one said compartment disposed on each side
of the handle, wherein the openings are disposed above
their respective bases and are disposed outwardly from
said bases relative to said central plane so that the
opening of the at least one compartment on one side of the
handle i1s spaced from the opening of the at least one
compartment on other side of the handle, and, in use,
beverage containers disposed in the compartments have
longitudinal axes disposed at an angle to the central
plane;

wherein the handle i1s located proximate the
compartments and remains accessible when the carrier is
supporting beverage containers that have upper potions
that project from the compartments as a result of the
orientation of the compartments and the spacing between
the compartment openings.

2. A beverage container carrier according to claim 1,
wherein the compartments are orientated so that beverage
containers when disposed In the compartments are at an
angle from 15°-45° from the central plane.
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supporting beverage containers that have upper potions 30 that project

from the compartments as a result of the orientation of the compartments

and the spacing between the compartment openings. 2. A beverage

container carrier according to claim 1, 35 wherein the compartments are
orientated so that beverage containers When disposed in the

compartments are at an angle from 15-45 from the central plane. -9 3. A
b3verage’cRNRERES TPty KRB GCSOKHERGN e claim 1 or
cempaneieria atherieointed-sadratsbaverage bonainers Weerthisposed

'rb R AlEr &t @/H&ﬁ‘gbeigﬁ@s%%“%r%éh% LA AR are

beve age container carrier according fo any preceding dfaim,
\Aﬁf?érél'ﬂ IS nfsameRt |§90n§tﬁ9@ﬂe&ht% é?ﬁﬁ‘é'iy%hr@ AB8he sides

of a beverage container. 10 5. A beverage container carrier according to

apy one Q\f H@/@P& HINgHAAF AN SESIPTE COTMBIORMG S any
arran s trlcally Wéth respect to the central glane Q. A bever @faﬁe q

cBH?a Qc'é%rdm SESRY S CORRANEREGhg Wraif N Rh
trt@cempanﬁiant§arerwmmg§hen swdeswsefoge brpesegencrithalder -
of the central plane. 7. A beverage container carrier claim 6, wherein the

comp%rtments in each rop.are allgned 8 A beveralgg -cont |ner carrier
beverage Gen afrier dccording any. one of
according to any on€ of the rece g aims, comprising t 0 S2cfid S,

chioR étfrﬂﬁﬁﬁh@@m‘é%chﬁhﬁ?&rﬂﬁ@n&h%@wmag@%oﬁfa@ner
carieragedrdymieeain Sl Whergththesssesactions etie idsniicab LO0pMane .

beverage container carrier according to claim 8 or

6. A beverage container carrier according to any one of
the preceding claims, wherein the compartments are
arranged in two rows, one disposed on each side of the
central plane.

7. A beverage container carrier claim 6, wherein the
compartments in each row are aligned.

8. A beverage container carrier according to any one of
the preceding claims, comprising two sections, each
comprising one row of compartments.

9. A beverage container carrier according to claim 8,
wherein the two sections are identical.

10. A beverage container carrier according to claim 8 or
9, wherein each section comprises a part of the handle.

11. A beverage container carrier according to any one of
claims 8 to 10, wherein the sections are, when separate,
stackable.

12. A beverage container carrier according to any
preceding claim, wherein each compartment is dimensioned
to hold a beverage container of a first size, and
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30 9, wherein each section comprises a part of the handle. 11. A

beverage container carrier according to any one of claims 8 to 10,

wherein the sections are, when separate, stackable. 35 12. A beverage
container carrier according to any preceding claim, wherein each
compartment is dimensioned to hold a B&verage container of a first size,
and - 10 comprises a support portion proximate a base of the
cORRIthTaT, theStipRFthRabt beihdiihakateke ohabesirrof the
dgoepsioneeiasxtend ahgpperevengs oontbepng! imsatandromalief a

omppsion A oot sl
R e oS e R T e or

nRvERER sl d&Kier 88&6rding to claim 13, wherein the plastics
contains a UV resistant additive. 15. A beverage container carrier

aggording ielgim 43O AACARRSH G REFCHERUPIRAY FH-aIAC
additive. 15 16. A beverage container carrier according to any preceding
R FCOMERGIn G Ry DSt Bf ER6h SRS mAR: {95 HACt BE R

opeheadtow siavctged plastics.

14. A beverage container carrier according to claim 13,
wherein the plastics contains a UV resistant additive.

15. A beverage container carrier according to claim 13 or
14, wherein the plastics contains an anti-static additive.

16. A beverage container carrier according to any
preceding claim, wherein at least a portion of each
compartment is formed as an open webbed structure.



