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ABSTRACT 

AUTOMATIC VIDEO SURVEILLANCE SYSTEM AND METHOD 

Apparatus and method for automatic 
surveillance of a monitored area having one or more re­
gions of interest using a video imaging device are dis­
closed. The method includes receiving data defining said 
one or more regions of interest and one or more character­
istics of an object of interest; pointing the line of sight of 
the imaging device at a region of interest selected from 
said one or more regions of interest; automatically scan­
ning the selected region of interest to detect said one or 
more characteristics of the object of interest and upon de­
tection issuing an alert; and when said one or more regions 
of interest includes more than one region of interest, re­
peating the steps of pointing the line of sight of the imag­
ing device and automatically scanning in a predetermined 
order of viewing of the regions of interest, and upon detec­
tion of said one or more characteristics of the object of in­
terest issuing an alert, for each of the regions of interests. 
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