
Intermediates having formulas (A) and (B) wherein B' is -CH[err]OH or
-CH[err]OR[err], and R[err] is an alcohol protecting group; a is 1, 2, or
3; T[err] is -OH or (C); Q[err] is phenyl, naphthyl or heteroaryl having
1-3 substituents; R[err] and R[err] are the same, and are H, or are
selected from alkyl, cycloalkyl and aryl groups, the groups being
optionally substituted with one or more substituents selected from alkyl,
cycloalkyl. aryl, or -OH; or R[err] and R[err] together with the C-N-C
chain to which they are bound, form a 5-7 membered ring; R[err] and R[err]
are the same, and are H, or are selected from alkyl, cycloalkyl and aryl
groups, the groups being optionally substituted with one or more
substituents selected from alkyl, cycloalkyl, aryl, or -OH; and D is a
directing group capable of directing lithiation alpha to a nitrogen atom of
a nitrogen compound having D as a substituent bound to the nitrogen atom
when the nitrogen compound is reacted with s-butyl lithium, are disclosed.
The intermediates have an enantiomeric excess of the R enantiomer over the
corresponding S enantiomer of greater than 85 %, preferably, greater than
95 %, and are useful for preparing optically active substituted oximes,
hydrazones and olefins that are useful as neurokinin antagonists.    


