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AA Bright white dots in circles are metallized Co and Ni.

(57) Abstract: The present invention provides a method for concentrating a valuable metal contained in a lithium ion
secondary battery, wherein a lithium ion secondary battery or a positive electrode material of the lithium ion secondary
battery containing at least one of cobalt and nickel is treated so as to concentrate a valuable metal comprising at least one of
cobalt and nickel. This method for concentrating a valuable metal contained in a lithium ion secondary battery comprises a
heat treatment step wherein the lithium ion secondary battery or a positive electrode material thereof is subjected to a heat
treatment, thereby forming a grain aggregate that contains at least one of cobalt and nickel, which are valuable metals.
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