
The invention generally relates to methods of characterizing small nucleic
acid molecules, such as plasmids or nucleic acid molecules obtained from a
virus. In certain embodiments, the invention provides a method of
characterizing a small circular nucleic acid molecule, the method including
performing rolling circle amplification on a small circular nucleic acid
molecule, thereby producing a concatamer, and generating an optical map of
the concatamer, thereby characterizing the small circular nucleic acid
molecule. 


