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(57) Abstract: Method and apparatus for congestion con-
trol in a wireless communication system. In one embodi-
ment, the status of a congestion bit indicates the type of ad-
justment, such as increase or decrease, to be performed at an
access terminal to determine the next data rate for transmis-
sions on the reverse link. The status of the congestion bit is
determined by comparing a congestion parameter to a prede-
termined threshold (186). One embodiment implements an
outerloop threshold having a margin with respect to the de-
sired congestion metric threshold. The outerloopthreshold
is adjusted in response to comparing a measured congestion
metric to the desired threshold (192, 194, 196). The outer-
loop threshold adjustment maintains the congestion metric
to within a predetermined probalility of exceeding the de-
sired threshold.
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