The present invention relates to an ink jet recordi ng apparatus which
conpri ses neans for producing a print signal, a recording head (3) being
-communicated with an ink tank and being responsive to a print signal
for spouting ink drops from nozzl e openings to recordi ng paper, capping
means (12) abutting against a front -ogg4said recordi ng head (3) for hol ding
the nozzle openings in an airtight state, said capping neans (12)

" conprising an atnospheric opening (13), and-a val ve nmechanism (14) for
openi ng and cl osing sai d atnospheric opening (13) of said capping neans
(12). The val ve nechani sm (14) conpriasgrracy! i ding neans (26) and a valve
body- (52) nounted on said sliding means (26) and sliding therewith, said
val ve body (52) opening and cl osing said atnospheric opening (13) of
sai d capprng peassnt (idYyentioncreldeesectoiah ime jeverentrdingarppsratilag
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cappi ng neead (12) ibting westwunitateddiwithessrs (2. tank and being
responsive to a print signal for spouting ink drops from nozzle
openings to recording paper, <capping means (12} abutting
against a front of said recording head (3) for holding the
nozzle openings in an airtight state, said capping means (12)
comprising an atmospheric opening (13), and a valve mechanism
(14) for opening and closing said atmospheric opening (13) of
said capping means (12). The valve mechanism (14) comprises a
sliding means (26) and a valve body (52) mounted on said
sliding means (26) and sliding therewith, said valve body (52)
opening and closing said atmospheric opening (13) of said
capping means (12) in accordance with the movement of said
sliding means (26). Further, suction means (20) supply negative
pressure to said capping means (12) and suck ink from said
recording hesad (3) through said capping means (12) into a waste

ink holding means (22).
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