“ A process for the recovery of a carbonylation product froma liquid
reaction conposition of an iridiumcat'al ysed carbonyl ation reaction of a
car bonyl at abl e reactant conprises subjecting the conposition to a
vapourisation with or without the addition of heat to produce a
vapour-fraction and a liquid fraction, the vapour fraction conprises
carbonyl ati on product and the liquid fraction has a water concentration of
at least 0.5%by weight to stabilise the iridiumcatalyst.
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ABSTRACT
PROCESS FOR THE RECOVERY OF A CARBONYLATION PRODUCT
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A process for the recovery of a carbonylation product from a
liquid reaction composition of an iridium-catalysed carbonylation
reaction of a  carbonylatable reactant comprises subjecting the
composition to a vapourisation with or without the addition of heat
to produce a vapour-fraction and a lquLd fraction, the wvapour
fraction comprlses carbonylation product and the liguid fraction has
a water concentration of at least 0.5% by weight to stabilise the

iridium catalyst.
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