
The invention relates to devices for use in RFID and
similar systems and methods for operating such systems
and devices. In particular, embodiments of the
invention relate to active transponder tags, networked
reader devices, and messaging protocols suitable for
communications over the wireless interface between
such tags and readers. These devices and protocols
support message packets corresponding to a transponder
class to which the transponder belongs, said class of
transponders 



being one of a plurality of classes each characterised
by aspects of the configuration of peripheral devices
of transponders in that class, and wherein the message
packet contains an indication it is a message from a
transponder and an indication of the class of
transponder from which the message originates, and one
or more peripheral data fields according to the
message packet structure of the transponder class. 


