1 PACKAGE OF TOBACCO ARTI CLES HAVI NG AN | NNER PACKAGE WTH A COVER FLAP
TECHNI CAL FIELD 5 The present invention relates to a package of tobacco
articles having an inner package with a cover flap. In the follow ng
description, reference is made, for the sake of sinmplicity, to a rigid,

hi nged-1id 10 packet of cigarettes, purely by way of a non-limting
exanpl e. BACKGROUND ART Rigid, hinged-lid packets of cigarettes are
currently the nost widely marketed, by being easy to 15 produce, practical
and easy t opASEacRNE DYoBAC@SIANBIYLEST QAPENENANT PANBRIBACKRES WRSHde. A
rigid, hinged-lid packet of cigarettes conprises an inner package defi ned
by a group pfegrgareties wapped in a sheet of foil; and a rigid outer
package 20 housi ng the inner package. The outer package conprises a
cup-shaped cont ai ner housing the group of cigarettes and having an open
top end; and a cup-shaped lid hinged to the container along a hinge to
rotate, w tTECHSPERL FIELR he container, between an open and a cl osed
position 25 opening and closing the open end respectively. A U fol ded
col | ar s nor malThe f innesErihsildearid @ontiglddes &ed pr opésksdgar ey
outwards of the open end to engage a corresponding inner surface of the
lid when t HERa%ES saptiphephdadiided@podiisgn. package with a cover

flap.

In the following description, reference i1s made,

for the sake of simplicity, to a rigid, hinged-1id

10 packet of cigarettes, purely by way of a non-limiting
example.

BACKGROUND ART

Rigid, hinged-1id packets of <cigarettes are

currently the most widely marketed, by being easy to
15 produce, practical and easy to use, and by effectively
protecting the cigarettes inside.

A rigid, hinged-lid packet of cigarettes comprises
an 1inner package defined by a group of cigarettes
wrapped in a sheet of foil; and a rigid outer package

20 housing the inner package. The outer package comprises a
cup-shaped container housing the group of cigarettes and
having an open top end; and a cup-shaped 1lid hinged to
the container along a hinge to rotate, with respect to
the container, between an open and a closed position

25 opening and closing the open end respectively. A U-
folded collar is normally fitted inside the container,
and projects partly outwards of the open end to engage a

corresponding inner surface of the lid when the 1lid is




Tobacco is highly sensitive to environment. That 1is, in contact with the
at nosphere, its organic characteristics tend to vary al ongside variations
in 5 humdity (by losing or absorbing too nuch noisture) or due to
evaporation of the volatile substances 2with which the tobacco is

i npregnated (especially in the case of aromatic cigarettes treated with
spi ces such as cloves). To preserve the tobacco, packets of cigarettes are
10 therefore cell ophane-wapped, i.e. wapped in a heat- seal ed

overw appi ngh of hall 1b g4 Ppbastignmaterial. This, however, may not al ways
be sufficient to fully preserve the tobacco in the packet, especially if

the packet is crdlsawms Senehigiey afsdeersirdEned acburenviMureesr., ©hen the 15
packet is unseal ed, the overwapping is renoved, thus exposing the tobacco
to the atnospherén amebnitafctt hewitch gatbet estarcsphaireconsimed soganaftter the
packet is wunsealed, the organic characteristics of the remaining
cigarettes ¢harafeteriorbhte Wsgidl §o 20arn anlenasigr e rdlatmonst elnhi s
drawback, rigid packets of cigarettes have been proposed in which the

i nner pdckdyEnidity r {byghtlosdmy ohprPsesPanghéer afuchi PRI FRErphcking
material having a cigarette extraction ogenin cl osed by a reu abge cover
flap. In ot WordsaPosathen covet®l 4plaasifa PEﬁFﬁ@Cﬁﬁaﬂét%eWS?c strip
of non- dry re-ﬁt'ck adhesiveé b mﬁigh to r%feﬁhgdli secure t he over
flap in a cii5seld°B8Srei orf ci8 Fﬁén 8¢ (ARG TE L &t HActPon Gpeni R, 3 One
probi em of LLgidh Packels, ol c£LOpEELEES vl BnBbER-LN8.ERNEE BAEKALS.

conpri ses shee
To preserve the tobacco, packets of cigarettes are

10 therefore cellophane-wrapped, i.e. wrapped in a heat-
sealed overwrapping of airtight plastic material. This,
however, may not always be sufficient to fully preserve
the tobacco in the packet, especially if the packet is
consumed some time after manufacture. Moreover, when the

15 packet is unsealed, the overwrapping is removed, thus
exposing the tobacco to the atmosphere, and, 1f the
cigarettes are not consumed socoon after the packet 1is
unsealed, the organic characteristics of the remaining
cigarettes may deteriorate visibly.

20 In an attempt to eliminate this drawback, rigid
packets of cigarettes have been proposed in which the
inner package 1is airtight, and comprises a sheet of
airtight packing material having a cigarette extraction
opening closed by a reusable cover flap. In other words,

25 the cover flap has fastening means (e.g. a strip of non-
dry re-stick adhesive} by which to repeatedly secure the
cover flap in a closed position closing the cigarette

extraction opening.




packing material wth a cigarette extraction opening, is that, once sone
of the cigarettes are renoved, the inner 5 package tends to collapse, thus
making it difficult to wthdraw the remaining cigarettes, and, in
particular, to open and close the cover flap. To solve this problem a
new type of rigid packet of cigarettes has been proposed, in which the
rigid collar is inserted inside 10 the inner package and about the group of
cigarettes to maintain the correct shape of the inner package. Producing

this new type ofoid gifl RAGket @f ¢kganetteskePOVRYLT ciighe@mRd, catgd, by
having to fold the Collar about the group of cigarettés before folding 15

the sheet ofhpiKtigbt pamk NgadRLEEI Alordhaed he @hewp off Chgareyhes, and
therefore calls for a special packing nachine that is rmuch nore expensive

t han an equiaekiend mstandar depelckangigaebitne. ekbreavenn bpehhegnewst ype of
rigid packet of 20 cigarettes described above, the lid is held in the

cl osed posithan, byndei stmeonobetheenigheetbeer arewakmsvefl, the lindeand the
| ateral walls of the inner package, which is sized to interfere with the
|id. Hofevepackdget hendsvér fd¢aplamsel | Phnat agkiner nttof 43 fHycehe Gser, the
25 inner package becones |ess stiff crosswise, so friction between the

| ateral walfktidranethped enpiHag acégaretidft s 231 t heR | RAEE 1FHEREge i s

greatly re%ggg%?and no _ign er cagaele gi k?e ing Egg I'gsin %Bz closed 4
posi ti on. LRTEART F+OFRetLOVEPVEF apl PR  r ERDVBEY St FBLS| PGPefBY ns
per manent | ya panreth yt%%n. o?l S%S%JREpQ::kJ@E clj%\lv%l\:[ga%\elttes has been
proposed, in which the rigid collar is inserted inside
1¢ the inner package and about the group of cigarettes to
maintain the correct shape of the inner package.
Producing this new type of —rigid packet of
cigarettes, however, 1s complicated, by having tc fold
the collar about the group of cigarettes before folding
15 the sheet of airtight packing material about the group
of cigarettes, and therefore calls for a special packing
machine that is much more expensive than an equivalent
standard packing machine.
Moreover, in the new type of rigid packet of
20 cigarettes described above, the 1id 1is held in the
closed position by friction between the lateral walls of
the iid and the lateral walls of the inner package,
which is sized to interfere with the lid. However, if
the cover flap is eliminated {torn off) by the user, the
25 inner package becomes less stiff crosswise, so friction
between the lateral walls of the 1lid and the laterail

walls of the inner package 1is greatly reduced and no

longer capable of keeping the 1lid in the closed




It is an object of the present invention to provide 5 a package of tobacco
articles having an inner package wth a cover flap, which package is
designed to elimnate the aforenentioned drawbacks, while at the sane
time being cheap and easy to produce. According to the present invention,
there is 10 provided a package of tobacco articles having an inner

package with a cover flap, as clained in the acconpanying Cdains. BRI EF
DESCRI PTI ON OF THE DRAW NGS A number of non-limting enbodi nents of the

present  15,ddwvienth omai | - bg, gescr bede byoyey 9ia§X§gpksm%Ea, tgterence
to the acconpanying draw ngs, 1n which: Figure 1 shows a front view in

perspectiveLof PemdPBekebe HakdQRIldLBt1P F6&QIdance with the present
invention and in a closed configuration; 20 Figure 2 shows a front viewin
per specti veordcideuREi @ureidl DevkeTrIof cigarettes in a partly open
configuration; Figure 3 shows a rear view in perspective of the Figure 1
packet of ci gar ettt eiss ian alc] @stedoLonlie guraseénn; in2énEigur eo4pshondea front
view in perspective of the Figure 1 packet of cigarettes in a fully open
conf i gusat imnpaFkgdee & shongcacf et oliesw hawv peg s pactiveebf Parksge| nner
package of the Figure 1 packet fitted with a_collar; Figure 6 shows a
spread- out Witdw of aceWest &faPair tigrh pRAGKRPStE?i aficFivred wibh a

collar and from , ,
eliminate the aforementioned drawbacks, while at the

same time being cheap and easy to produce.
According to the present invention, there is
10 provided a package of tobacco articles having an inner
package with a cover flap, as claimed 1n the
accompanying Claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

A number of non-limiting embodiments of the present

15 invention will be described by way of example with
reference to the accompanying drawings, in which:

Figure 1 shows a front view 1in perspective of a
packet of cigarettes in accordance with the present
invention and in a closed configuration;

20 Figure 2 shows a front view in perspective of the
Figure 1 packet of «cigarettes in a partly open
configuration:

Figure 3 shows a rear view in perspective of the
Figure 1 packet of cigarettes in a closed configuration;

25 Figure 4 shows a front view in perspective of the
Figure 1 ©packet of cigarettes 1n a fully open
configuration;

Figure 5 shows a front view in perspective of an




5 which to formthe Figure 5 inner package; Figure 7 shows a spread-out
view of a blank from which to forman outer container of the Figure 1
packet of cigarettes; Figure 8 shows a front view in perspective of a 10
variation of the Figure 5 inner package, Figure 9 shows a spread-out view
of a collar from which to formthe Figure 8 inner package; Figure 10 shows
a front viewin perspective of another variation of the Figure 5 inner
package; 15 Figure 11 shows a spread-out view of a collar from which to

formthe Fi; 1Q,.j pack . Ry 12 s r j el

per specti Ve 0 & ag)éﬂtcnhk:é:'!l evaralﬁa?llgkg% c?‘l%% Fi%gug?%&%e?nn%?{tpéé%kgglg?l F?gure 13
shows a spreadrput view of a collar from 20 which to formthe Figure 12

i nner package; Figure 14 shows a front view in perspective of a variation
of the Figure 1 mankel of €hgasetd esprBad-opar tdiewper confshgstat ben;

Fi gure 15 shows a spread-out view of a blank from 25 which to form an

out er cont ainerigit theck gyreatdrpatkétittetl oiigar et tasld game fBoshows a
front viewin perspective of a variation of an inner package of the Figure
1 packet; Gvhiklgwe figrshows Biduontd vimver ropekapecti ve of a stiffener of
the Figure 16 inner package;, Figure 18 shows a spread-out view of a sheet
of airtight padikigiramalesta@vsfiatearapehontstiifvenef andlank r KPHhich to

formthe Figure 16 inner package; _ ,
which to form an outer container of the Figure 1 packet

of cigarettes:;
Figure 8 shows a front view in perspective of a
10 variation of the Figure 5 inner package;

Figure 9 shows a spread-out view of a collar from
which to form the Figure 8 inner package;

Figure 10 shows a front view in perspective of
another variation of the Figure 5 inner package;

15 Figure 11 shows a spread-out view of a collar from
which to form the Figure 10 inner package;

Figure 12 shows a rear view in perspective of
another variation of the Figure 5 inner package;

Figure 13 shows a spread-out view of a collar from

20 which to form the Figure 12 inner package;

Figure 14 shows a front view in perspective of a
variation of the Figure 1 packet of cigarettes in a
partly open configuration;

Figure 15 shows a spread-out view of a blank from

25 which to form an outer container of the Figure 14 packet
of cigarettes;

Figure 16 shows a front view in perspective of a

variation of an inner package of the Figure 1 packet;




Figure 19 shows a front view in perspective of another variation of an

i nner package of the Figure 1 packet; Figure 20 shows a view in
perspective of a cover 10 flap of the Figure 19 inner package; Figure 21
shows a plan view of the Figure 20 cover flap with no grip tab; Figure 22
shows a plan view of a grip tab of the Figure 20 cover flap; 15 Figure 23
shows a plan view of the Figure 20 cover flap; Figure 24 shows a plan view
of a variation of the Figure 20 cover flap; Figure 25 shows a front view

in perspective 0fig 4 apot @%wéaréahfir@ﬂtofviaéhime@e@@?@@ggv@f dhegFigure 1
packet; Figure 26 shows a spread-out view of a sheet of airtight packing

material fiddetramdh &f cehd arigmee fTOM nnbE chatadoOF mthe Figure 21 inner
package. 25 PREFERRED EMBODI MENTS OF THE | NVENTI ON Nunber 1 in Figures 1-4

i ndi cates as a \thiajersea 1Bi gibyracketsmpfeadi-gartet réswcanpr asigigeet cup- shaped
outer container 2 made of rigid cardboard; and an inner 7 package 3
housed i nsialertciogtitai peck2ngl mmereporkadet8edhotisds a FEiridfesiaapi ped- shaped
group of cigarettes, and has, at the top and front, a cigarette extraction
openi ng34 cixyedibich freusapl etkovBighrapl 6. imneyteaCkd@tai ner 2 has an

open top end 6, and a cup- shaped lid 7 hinged to, container 2 along a hinge
8 to Figure 19 shows a front +Vview 1n perspective o

another variation of an inner package of the Figure 1
packet;
Figure 20 shows a view in perspective of a cover
10 flap of the Figure 19 inner package;
Figure 21 shows a plan view of the Figure 20 cover
flap with no grip tab:
Figure 22 shows a plan view of a grip tab of the
Figure 20 cover flap:
15 Figure 23 shows a plan view of the Figure 20 cover
flap:;
Figure 24 shows a plan view of a variation of the
Figure 20 cover flap:;
Figure 25 shows a front view in perspective of
20 another variation of an inner package of the Figure 1
packet;
Figure 26 shows a spread-out view of a sheet of
airtight packing material fitted with a collar and from
which to form the Figure 21 inner package.

25 PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION

Number 1 in Figures 1-4 indicates as a whole a
rigid packet of cigarettes comprising a cup-shaped outer

container 2 made of rigid cardboard; and an inner




rotate, wth respect to container 2, between an open position (Figures 2
and 4) and a closed position (Figures 1 and 3) opening and cl osi ng open
top end 6 10 respectively. Wien lid 7 is in the closed position, outer
container 2 is in the formof a rectangular parallelepiped conprising a
top wall 9 and a bottomwall 10 opposite and parallel to each other; two
opposite 15 parallel major lateral walls 11 and 12; and two opposite
parallel mnor lateral walls 13. More specifically, one major lateral wall
11 defines ﬁaéﬁ&@é wal hodde@f jQuliele €QRERIAGE 2. amfnkhe Wihelgdmpor

| ateral wall 12 defines a rear wall 12 of outer container 2. ﬁ%ur

| ongi t udi naloRfeedgepatdiace cgebeaednbpbweeduit esal cnghtst 48sandnbir ont

and rear walls 11, 12; and eight transverse edges 15 are defined between
top and bothasm wadd s the 1&aand avdonttrontear a apdghateral wakkactipnl2, 13.
Packet 1 also conprises a collar 16, which is 25 folded into a U and fi xed
(normal | y ghpeading nSideoned ery on¢asaete2cogeraslap project partly
outwards of open top end 6 and engage a correspondi ng i nner surface of

lid 7 wien |id Puter rcenieatioseld pasianoppeCotparend ps 8ndnadeusf rigid

cardboard, and con&gises a front wall 17 contacting front wall 11 of outer
cont ai ner BhaprAthédd [TatlekngedalPs cratpddsted ol 8Ppposdi tengye? 6P front
wal |l 17 and contacting minor lateral walls 13 of outer 5 container 2. In

a preferred droti mdAth cBPFRFCY6 HasCrBEatAfRg ¢ meRBEFESFort™hoPEFRg 1id 7
in the Clo%%%f%f%éicW%i§ﬁ¥gs 2 and 4) and a closed position
(Figures 1 and 3) opening and closing ocopen top end 6
10 respectively.

When 1id 7 is 1in the <closed position, outer
container 2 is in the form of a rectangular
parallelepiped comprising a top wall 9 and a bottom wall
10 opposite and parallel tc each other; two opposite

15 parallel major lateral walls 11 and 12; and two opposite
parallel minor lateral walls 13. More specifically, one
major lateral wall 11 defines a front wall 11 of outer
container 2, and the other major lateral wall 12 defines
a rear wall 12 of ocuter container 2. Four longitudinal

20 edges 14 are defined between lateral walls 13 and front
and rear walls 11, 12; and eight transverse edges 15 are
defined between top and bottom walls 9, 10 and front,
rear, and lateral walls 11, 12, 13.

Packet 1 aliso comprises a collilar 16, which 1is

25 folded intc a U and fixed (normally glued) inside outer
container 2, so as to project parily outwards of open

top end 6 and engage a corresponding inner surface of

lid 7 when 1id 7 is in the closed position. Collar 16 is




which are preferably defined by two projections 19 which project laterally
tointerferentially engage the lateral 10 walls of lid 7. In alternative
enbodi ments not shown, the retaining nenbers of collar 16 may differ from
those shown in the acconpanying draw rggs. At | east about extraction
opening 4, collar 16 is fixed to both outer container 2 and inner package
3 to 15 maintain the shape of inner package 3. In other words, even as

i nner package 3 is enptied, the fact that inner package 3 is fixed to

col lar 16, jiudupp Hiixed tQ QiRIra, COUMAl Behp2i sBBI At & st hga p1 i giznal
shape of inner package 3, and so prevents |? from col | apsing, thus 20

making it diddd £ fndorvbhhdiawit he rembitey eogakehkes 2 andhdi Bwo
particular, to open and close cover flap 5. Collar 16 therefore provides
for externaldyesdiiféeni nglsi MoestpackagepBoaitexsidesi ofi 6pentngadl To
achieve this, collar 16 need sinply be fixed to 25 outer container 2 and
to i nner packagexd atorteadtiraboutincext dadtered opedilsg 43 | o&. abtksast
close to extraction opening 4, but is preferably fixed to inner package 3
over thé whodretakmzaro. col l ar 16 superinposed on inner 6 9 package 3. In a
preferred enbodi nent, collar 16 is heat sealed_to inner package, 3.

Al ternatively, collarPisfaayctecngpdéachns i mrdrlafackage®s. retpanangreferred
enbodi ment, caqver flap 5 has a {e sgble ret ai ni_ng menber, by which to
connect coﬁﬁm@?%ﬁ)fgerQ%ﬂﬁﬂﬂy'%% i'nnigt pRBK&GESS R Wht Ey i 8nd

preferably'which are preferably defined by two projections 19 which

project laterally to interferentially engage the lateral

10 walls of 1lid 7. In alternative embodiments not shown,

the retaining members of collar 16 may differ from those

shown in the accompanying drawings.

At least about extraction opening 4, collar 16 is

fixed to both outer container 2 and inner package 3 to

15 maintain the shape of inner package 3. In other words,

even as inner package 3 is emptied, the fact that inner

package 3 1s fixed to ceollar 16, in turn fixed to outer

container 2, maintains the original shape of inner

package 3, and so prevents it from collapsing, thus

200 making it difficult to withdraw the remaining cigarettes

and, in particular, to open and close cover flap 5.

Collar 16 therefore provides for externally stiffening
inner package 3 at extraction opening 4.

To achieve this, collar 16 need simply be fixed to

25 outer container 2 and to inner package 3 at least about

extraction opening 4, i.e. at least close to extraction

opening 4, but is preferably fixed to inner package 3

over the whole area of ccllar 16 superimposed on inner




defined by non-dry, re-stick adhesive 20 (shown schematically in the

drawi ngs) applied to the underside 10 surface of cover flap 5 and extending
about the whole of extraction opening 4, so cover flap 5 can be repeatedly
detached partly frominner package 3 (io.e. each time packet 1 of
cigarettes is opened) and then fixed back onto inner package 3. In

al ternative enbodi nents not 15 shown, the reusabl e retaining nenber of
cover flap 5 may differ fromthat shown in the acconpanyi ng draw ngs.

Cover flap&§%ﬂgﬁﬂgi§ps agrip tab 21, by which to grip and |ift up cover
flap 5, an Ich rests on front ff wall 17 of collar 16. In other words,

to lift up coverrRQy fhaPrdrrédectisedimeiP] YcOL188 U6i Pst ABaRlsedhiegh is in
no way fixed to front wall 17 of collar 16. In a further enbodinent, for

easy grip ofo griinperabp2tkafeont. wallltekhatdfredol,| acolfakhasi@ tdayough hol e
(semcircular or crescent-shaped) where grip tab 21 of cover flap 5 rests
25 on frontghatd #7.inmemnpcaobagk nBnt not shown, cover flap 5 has a tear
line, by which it can be torn off, and which is typically |ocated along a
hi nge |iSne of coMer & | gpeSerred Asmbhdwnehnn, Fi garver6,fiamerd phekage 3 is
formed by folding a rectangul ar sheet 22 of packing material, whichis
first cut teeweIRhe J@%@Ja%%%rm@p*éﬁn@ywhaﬁg tPhEANRPEE eBOWPENELBPI ar 16.
Sheet 22 of_ packing material 5 is then fi%ted Wi nmed on

_ tﬂ,cover flg? 5 Y
the unders? detlohzabty, T@ el tftidP 3T RIS UP f aBROFPEFR LBVEF ?Faﬁ ¥s coated
with re-stigk-gdnesive 20.uhighy 1nslde, extraghion; gpening 4 ohlhgs the

schematically in the drawings) applied to the underside
10 surface of cover flap 5 and extending about the whole of
extraction opehing 4, so cover flap 5 can be repeatedly
detached partly from inner package 3 {(i.e. each time
packet 1 of cigarettes is opened) and then fixed back
onto inner package 3. In alternative embodiments not
15 shown, the reusable retaining member of cover flap 5 may
differ from that shown in the accompanying drawings.
Cover flap 5 comprises a grip tab 21, by which to
grip and 1lift up cover flap 5, and which rests on front
wall 17 of cellar 16. In other words, to 1lift up cover
20 flap 5, the user simply grips grip tab 21, which is in
no way fixed to front wall 17 of collar 16. In a further
embodiment, for easy grip of grip tab 21, front wall 17
of c¢ollar 16 has a through hole (semicircular or
crescent-shaped) where grip tab 21 of cover flap 5 rests
25 on front wall 17.
In an embodiment not shown, cover flap 5 has a tear

line, by which it can be torn off, and which is

typically located along a hinge line of cover flap 5.




22 of packing material permanently to cover flap 5, and, 10 outside
extraction opening 4, glues sheet 22 of packing naterial detachably to
cover flap 5. Sheet 22 of packing material is preferably made of airtight

| am nated plastic material with an outes coating of heat-seal varnish
Alternatively, sheet 22 of 15 packing material may be made of non-heat-sea
plastic material or foil. IlIl As shown in Figure 7, outer container 2 is
formed by folding a flat, substantially el ongated rectangular blank 23 of
rigid cardboard,ad he, fart s, of1 whk-ehear §nr2Q INdiiCAtLds whepgrpogspple, in
the follow ng description using the sane reférence nunbers, wth
superscript1d@shg f of theteagiuespondhagtpart s f eul@ineonhataeia2, Bl ank
23 has two longitudinal fold lines 24, and a nunber of transverse fold
lines 25 defiitmgisbetineen diie t25qéMonéoagitrudiciah fopahiriges, 24nda panel
11' formng a top portion of front wall 11 (nore specifically, the portion
form ng parthef fithted ;whtlpanel1Hr 16r nsinget obh2 oAl badkiagpaatéri2l form ng
rear wall 12; a panel 10° 9 11 formng bottomwall 10; and a panel 11"

f ormi ng5a bigt t ophempor fidhedf widht waverll flegr e Spewirfmedl |gn theeportion
formng part of outer container 2). Each panel 11', 11", 12' has two

| ateral wi ngerpide. gRgat3is|, oddieedinitcopbdsi carspges aff umerorsr, 11",
12" and separated from panel 11', 11", 12' by . longitudinal fold |ines 24.

Panel 11' R }8i APEFEPNG fitapr o5t 2888R1VSL ¢rlal Wi Ty 1375198 of
panel 12 Igﬁ%ggggﬁﬁguégéning 4, glues the inner portion of sheet

22 of packing material permanently to cover flap 5, and,
10 outside extraction opening 4, glues sheet 22 of packing
material detachably to cover flap 5.

Sheet 22 of packing material is preferably made of
airtight laminated plastic material with an outer
coating of heat-seal varnish. Alternatively, sheet 22 of

15 packing material may be made of non-heat-seal plastic
matefiai or foil.

As shown in Figure 7, outer container 2 is formed
by folding a flat, substantially elongated rectangular
blank 23 o¢f rigid cardboard, the parts of which are

20 indicated, where possible, in the following description
using the same reference numbers, with superscripts, as
for the corresponding parts of outer container 2.
Blank 23 has two longitudinai fold lines 24, and a
number of transverse fold lines 25 defining, between the
25 two longitudinal fold lines 24, a panel 11' forming a
top portion of front wall 11 (more specifically, the
portion forming part of lid 7); a panel 9' forming top

wall 9; a panel 12' forming rear wall 12; a panel 10'




tabs 27 |ocated at opposite ends of lateral wng 13", 10 13". When form ng
packet 1, lateral wings 13, 13" are superinposed and glued to define
mnor lateral walls 13 of outer container 2; and each tab 27 is fol ded
squarely wth respect to relative latefral wing 13", 13", and is 15
superinposed on and glued to an inner surface of a relative panel 9, 10
to define an inner portion of a relative wall 9, 10. r In the Figure 8
and 9 enbodi nent, collar 16 conprises a top wall 28 positioned contacting

top wall 9 fsc%g%ﬂ{g 3@@50&0‘9 21 nef; 2aMbeq b%ﬁeg 18 Botheng! 9sedrrbRSi tion,

and which i viously not fixed to top wa of outer container 2, so

lid 7 can he,openedsr TepoN@l a1 281 of (£OkaspdEi kschixed tRei phetipackage 3,
about cover flap 5, to keep the shape of inner package 3, and is 25
preferably flefmnegd byrt wor toptdal fonedlse282) pcated on opposite sides of
cover flap 5 and connected to respective lateral walls 18. In the Figure
10 and 11 enbodiBeerit ,parodl at11p ha¥, 122 'amaexttvactlone opkenviggswhBeh i s
superi nposed over extraction opening 4 of inner package 3, is forned

t hrough 5f r amd.wall Iqcameld top epibdsPBeofidos|af panceindl'isléfgaged by a
renovabl e portion 29 of collar 16. 5 Renovable portion 29 of collar 16 is
separ at ed f&ui sfearabsd drosoldarelielby, altéar Y4 nBoloagdtpdingked to

and novable with cover flap 5. In other words, rempvable portion 29 of
col lar 16 ¥ xktne® €dveFapfapls's$as a reinforcing flap 26; and

each lateral wing 13', 13" of panel 12' has rectangular
tabs 27 located at opposite ends of lateral wing 13',
10 13",

When forming packet 1, lateral wings 13', 13" are
superimposed and glued to define minor lateral walls 13
of outer container 2; and each tab 27 is folded squarely
with respect to relative lateral wing 137, 13", and is

15 superimposed on and glued to an inner surface of a
relative panel 9', 10' to define an inner portion of a
relative wali 9, 10.

In the Figure 8 and 2 embodiment, collar 16

comprises a top wall 28 positioned contacting top wall 9

20 of outer container 2 when 1lid 7 1is in the closed
position, and which is obviously not fixed to top wall 9
of outer container 2, so 1id 7 can be opened. Top wall
28 of collar 16 is fixed to inner package 3, about cover
flap 5, to keep the shape of inner package 3, and is

25 preferably defined by two top half-walls 28 located on
opposite sides of cover flap 5 and connected to
respective lateral walls 18.

In the Figure 10 and 11 embodiment, collar 16 has




that, when cover flap 5 is raised to expose extraction 10 opening 4 of

i nner package 3, renovable portion 29 is raised together with cover flap
5. In the Figure 12 and 13 enbodi nment, collar 16 conprises a rear wall 31
positioned contacting the rear wall 1320f outer container 2. Rear wall 31
of collar 16 15 is fixed to inner package 3 to keep the shape of inner
package 3, and is preferably defined by two rear half- 31 | ocated on
opposite sides of cover flap 5 and walls connected to respective | ateral

wal |'s 18. 'éhthéxEkQH{’:?o% 13pemhed, rrem}ﬁcrpoli@r é@pé§1m 95k81 T bakhky
i ndependent of, and glued to, outer contai ner : I fferent enbodi nent

shown in Fl@mf@@cﬂﬂo@n%gﬂeﬁun@old abflﬁlhﬁe!chpai@]@é@é ed3,l nigut ebrgeat ai ner
2. In one enbodi nent not shown, collar 16 conprises a pocket formed in
front wall ffrefglcoftant 16aandlffomnd2%Taqgoni=ini 18y af botl bar pdet i andof a
coupon. The pocket is preferably fornmed by cutting along three sides of
front wallid?7 esfgacysd abyl6za anteniadl g tpeetdwn pdftioh osllilght | §6.and
serves to hold a respective coupon in 13 position when form ng packet 1 of
ci gar et tSes . Removalel & goreies éfbedi medtlan niferlipatkageaed cobhphi §8S a
stiffener 32 nade of rigid cardboard (identical to the rigid cardboard of
outer contaf®er 2f 5C%%Ha€01§a?yl%)t%ﬁﬁ Léeat 8- ABfdési AnsPdphekage 3,

bet ween e, B 94P Ol PLS(Siies AN, sbeet, 22 0l packion ratecial e
cigarettes, pé%%&on, 29 of collar 16 is fixed to cover flap 5 so
that, when cover flap 5 is raised to expose extraction
10 opening 4 of inner package 3, removable portion 29 is
raised together with cover flap 5.
In the Figure 12 and 13 embodiment, collar 16
comprises a rear wall 31 positioned contacting the rear
wall 12 of outer container 2. Rear wall 31 of collar 16
i5 41is fixed to inner package 3 to keep the shape of inner
package 3, and 1is preferably defined by twe rear half-
walis 31 lcocated on opposite sides of cover flap 5 and
connected to respective lateral walls 18.
In the Figure 1-13 embodiments, collar 16 is
20 initially independent of, and glued to, outer container
2. In a different embodiment shown in Figures 14 and 15,
collar 16 is incoxrporated in outer container 2.
In one embodiment not shown, collar 16 comprises a
pocket formed in front wall 17 of collar 16 and for
25 containing a bottom portion of a coupon. The pocket is
prgferably formed by cutting along three sides of front

wall 17 of collar 16 and 1lifting the cut portion

slightly, and serves to hold a respective coupon in




outer surface of stiffener 32 is positioned contacting 10 sheet 22 of
packing material. At |east about extraction opening 4, stiffener 32 is
fixed to sheet 22 of packing nmaterial of inner package 3 to maintain the
shape of inner package 3. In other wolfls, even as inner package 3 is
enptied, the fact that sheet 22 of packing material 15 of inner package 3
is fixed to stiffener 32 assists in naintaining the original shape of

i nner package 3, and so prevents inner package 3 from coll apsing, thus

making 10 I Lol AT AY fhe el D gs ogateties and | 1n

particul ar,” to open an ose C ap 5. Stiffener 20 32 therefore

provides for al sg, stifd enfng,ionef s pagkissgimsni Nt exRALly ghcRygeacsi on
opening 4. To achieve this, stiffener 32 need sinply be fixed to sheet 22

of packing ¢meriads of ai npek rpaskage 33 amadecasdt abpiyi @xt eaetibearapeni ng
4, i.e. at least close to 25 extraction opening 4, but is preferably fixed
conpl etely (idersthieeil 2200t hpackiqigl nad edbahraf oif nrert packagea Bnet n2a
preferred enbodi nent, stiffener 32 is heat sealed to sheet 22 of packing
mat eri al5 ofandineroldsckadeé)3. ahd Rocaradt i wedide stirfifeenepa8Xagey Be gl ued
to sheet 22 of packing material of inner package 3. As shown in Figures 17
and 18, stid¥dteirgn 3the conprbses g&iPpssttral 1288 Hirkta PotebnPABKLING4. In a
5 different enbodi nent not shown, stiffener 32 only conprises front wall
33. In the WiREel- 18 EvbodimehlBergripriage 210%f ST ap?s #8rns an

in ral r nd i fin m nsi.on, )
ot }12? %rgiéﬁiﬁ%ﬁnef g%nta%%i%% athebogggrgupeng gllgaregce%?veefncpgg 5. In

outer surface of stiffener 32 is positioned contacting

10 sheet 22 of packing material. At least about extraction
opening 4, stiffener 32 is fixed to sheet 22 of packing
material of inner package 3 tco maintain the shape of
inner package 3. In other words, even as inner package 3
is emptied, the fact that sheet 22 of packing material

15 of inner package 3 is fixed to stiffener 32 assists in
maintaining the original shape of inner package 3, and
so prevents inner package 3 from collapsing, thus making
it difficult to withdraw the remaining cigarettes and,
in particular, to open and close cover flap 5. Stiffener

20 32 therefore provides for also stiffening inner package
3 internally.at extraction opening 4.

To achieve this, stiffener 32 need simply be fixed
to sheet 22 of packing material of inner package 3 at
least about extraction opening 4, i.e. at least close to

25 extraction opening 4, but is preferably fixed completely
to sheet 22 of packing material of inner package 3. In a
preferred embodiment, stiffener 32 1is heat sealed to

sheet 22 of packing material of inner package 3.




10 tab 21 is fornmed by appropriately shaping cover flap 5 w thout

appl ying any external elenents to cover flap 5. Gip tab 21 may be fol ded
180 upwards onto the rest of cover flap 5, for easy grip of grip tab 21 by
the user. In this enbodi ment, howeverj4aclosing lid 7 tends to nove 15 grip
tab 21 back into its original unfolded position, and so nake grip tab 21
nore difficult to grip by the wuser the next tinme lid 7 is opened. In the
Figure 19-24 enbodinment, grip tab 21 of cover flap 5is initially

i ndependenta Pfer@ildi $51 @) USHir2Onte, 300Kek HeaRmesardrspedabz2logonpri ses
a glued portion 35 glued to cover flap 5, and a free portion 36 (i.e. not

glued to coygtkfih@md)ehd Tho£ammber f pheesgd 89. onto glued portion 35. In a
preferred enbodi nent, { glued portion 35 of grip tab 21 is initially

| ocat ed 25 beneatd fslemvporin onFBHunésgrip tabd21]l8andstiéfeperti 38 36 can
be fol ded 180 downwards onto glued portion 35, so that closing lid 7 tends
to keep grigonpbiddsia thmntdowallolldedrpdsat ikorttazo @gaip 3db 2Ini s easier
to grip 15 Dby the user the next tinme Ilid 7 is opened. In the Figure 1-24
enbodi mént sdiffrrewiol eshpoAinepbrt ok ofshewver fitEf Brh ba2| i PRéd of f

i nner package 3 for access to extraction opening 4. 5 In the Figure 25 and
26 enbodi neTRMPELYRT FYept 5vatbnpii ses a novabl e portion 37; and a fixed

border 38 11xeq pergmnent v Lo 4 outer urace ol Laner.packae, 8 and
unseal i ng couer, f1ap, % FLxed 40 Pordsr.38.0fccougs fLagesRegviges for

bottom extension, of cover flap 5. In cother words, grip

10 tab 21 is formed by appropriately shaping cover flap 5,

without applying any external elements to cover flap 5.

'Grip tab 21 may be folded 180° upwards onto the rest of

cover flap 5, for easy grip of grip tab 21 by the user.

In this embodiment, however, closing lid 7 tends to move

15 grip tab 21 back into its original unfolded position,

and so make grip tab 21 more difficult to grip by the
user the next time 1lid 7 is opened.

In the Figure 19-24 embodimént, grip tab 21 of

cover flap 5 is initially independent of, and is glued

20 to, cover flap 5, so grip tab 21 comprises a glued

portion 35 glued to cover flap 5, and a free portion 36

(i.e. not glued‘to cover flap 5) which can be folded

180° onto glued portion 35. In a preferred embodiment,

glued portion 35 of grip tab 21 is initially located

25 beneath free portion 36 of grip tab 21, and free portion

36 can be folded 180° downwards onto glued portion 35,

so that closing 1lid 7 tends to keep grip tab 21 in the

down-folded position, so grip tab 21 is easier to grip




stiffening i nner package 3 externally at extraction opening 4, assists in
mai ntai ning the original shape of inner package 3 as it is enptied, and so
prevents inner package 3 fromcollapsing, thus making it difficult to 15

w t hdraw the remai ning cigarettes and, 4 n particular, to open and close
novabl e portion 37 of cover flap 5. In a preferred enbodi nent, fixed border
38 of cover flap 5 is heat sealed to sheet 22 of packing material of

i nner package 3. Alternatively fixed border 38 of cover 20 flap 5 nay be

glued to shgeygthtg%% u?s];]elf%%kei nrgexr@tteinileggllo& 7 L{@Sﬂgﬂ%&%&age 3. In the

enbodi ment \ he draw ngs, ges 1 _ : are all square. In a
di fferent enbod'ﬂﬁ?nghgogb;i n ém,u_-g*ae Laubakpegitudingl cdges lfrane

non-square 25 rounde vel I'ed edges. In different enbodi ments not

shown, at lgeast; spe: Obvipngihydsnahnedges il & Hr | Basdr Sea®kede
transverse  edges 15 are rounded or bevelled (as in the packet of 16

ci garettes Feses iebdd RatadrLLppldrcadpom kdP-A - 0764595). Alternatively,
bot h sone | ongitudi nal edges 14 and sone transverse edges 15 nay be
non-square rounded tloe Bavekked edged. 2% |enmlzodifémr entogrbodileant S not
shown, packet 1 of <cigarettes may be as described in Patent Application
EP1066206Akomprisdd ch casepleagorneior Bdterald val fixed bordey odwardly
convex, is connected to each mnor Jlateral wall 13 along a sharp

| ongi t udi ndiizethecadnangrtly tor kbcapusbruserdiaredrd Higte MRER2€ach m nor

| ateral wall 13. Each major lateral wall 11, 12 gongrises a flft
and separated from movable portion 37 by a tear line

39 which is torn when unsealing cover flap 5. Fixed

10 border 38 of <cover flap 5 provides for further
stiffening inner package 3 externally at extraction
opening 4, assists in maintaining the original shape of
inner package 3 as it is emptied, and sc prevents inner
package 3 from collapsing, thus making it difficult to

15 withdraw the remaining cigarettes and, in particular, to
open and close movable portion 37 of cover flap 5.

In a preferred embodiment, fixed border 38 of cover
flap 5 is heat sealed to sheet 22 of packing material of
inner package 3. Alternatively fixed border 38 of cover

20 flap 5 may be glued to sheet 22 of packing material of
inner package 3.

In the embodiments shown in the drawings, edges 14
and 15 are all square. In a different embodiment not
shown, the four longitudinal edges 14 are non-sguare

25 rounded or bevelled edges.

In different embodiments not shown, at least some

of longitudinal edges 14 or at least some of transverse

edges 15 are rounded or bevelled (as in the packet of




central portion, and two longitudinally creased |ateral bands; and each

| ateral band is curved with its concavity facing inwards to connect the
central portion 15 to the mnor lateral wall 13 and form an obtuse di hedral
angle with the mnor lateral wall 13. {gearly, changes nmay be nade to
packets 1 of <cigarettes with the design described in Patent Application
EP1066206A1, such as formng partly convex 20 walls, or formng only one
convex wall as opposed to two opposite convex walls, or form ng convex

m nor later lgaf@%é 13d8§cn28886dj59 P?ngﬁt”a¥ﬁ%%¥fgd%ﬁ%n.“at§5Ail and

12. By way of” exanple, a nunber of variations o e packet of cigarettes

descri bed idﬁrd%astgaagt. ADD! d 1GaL Bfe 2P, BRIGE6L200AL @1 PEODRSEdde Hat £nt
Application WO03026984A1. Packet™ 1 of cigarettes as descri bed above has

numer ous aduaNt SGRS, th¥nBebRGCheRRANE eAsSy be piatuafiady romsddy
mai ntai ning the correct shape of inner package 3, even as inner package 3

is enptiedodMiyeemlersd ltdded di ng col |l ar 16 about the group of cigarettes
after sheet 22 of airtight packing material 5 is folded about the group of
ci garet ses, pacKet 4 ofi fdiegamet tesbadioenbedodbosteovwan bacpebdducedfusi ng a
substantially standard packing machine. In packet 1 of cigarettes described
above, |idcZgansgitrep hekd et ke ctleseyibedi titonFPeyeas! | Appiscatsorti|| 10
held in the closed position even if cover flap 5 is elimnated (torn off)
by the userE.Pjioc%?sOEipprﬂﬁor%%n‘t’h%%h RBEE. t RACHt e Fredtdh BV et thabl es packet

1 of 12 is outwardly convex, 1is connected to each minor
lateral wall 13 along a sharp longitudinal edge 14, and
10 forms an obtuse dihedral angle with each minor lateral
wall 13. Each major lateral wall 11, 12 comprises a flat
central portion, and two longitudinally creased lateral
bands; and each lateral band 1is curved with its
concavity facing inwards to connect the central portion
15 to the minor lateral wall 13 and forﬁ an obtuse dihedral
angle with the minor lateral wall 13.

Clearly, <c¢hanges may be made to packets 1 of
cigarettes with the design described in Patent
Application EP1066206Al, such as forming partly convex

20 walls, or forming only one convex wall as opposed to two
opposite convex walls, or forming convex minor lateral
walls 13 as opposed to convex major lateral walls 11 and
12. By way of example, a number of variations of the
packet of cigarettes described in Patent Application

25 EP1066206A1 are proposed in Patent Application
WO03026984A1.

Packet 1 of cigarettes as described above has

numerous advantages, by being cheap and easy to produce,




cigarettes as descri bed above to be produced with non- square rounded or
bevel | ed | ongi tudi nal edges 14 or 15 transverse edges 15. Finally, lateral
wal I's 18 of collar 16 cover the corresponding lateral walls of inner
package 3, which, in the case of a heat seal ed i nner package 3, show
unsightly seals. 20 In view of its nunerous advantages, the design of
packet 1 of cigarettes as descri bed above may al so be applied as a whole
to the manufacture of a carton of cigarettes, which is substantially

i denti cal t&@%%aﬂntﬁnf_iﬁ?cﬂl@eeo@p@ae, sBXSEPL £t PAhekt paeRLEENS, Packet s,
as 25 opposed t0 a group, of cigarettes. 18 CLAIMS 1) A package (1) of

tobacco artded@Sas COMPEF Shakage 08 0UP Ohpt odacco articles; a cup-shaped
outer container (2) having an open top 5 end (6), and a cup-shaped lid (7)

hi nged to the ow@&@reowont abperold)ngl angllaahi hgeab8uitt aHeot@t@up Woth
respect to the outer container (2), between an open position and a closed
posi ti on opehyagetanes chfskeng stieetoph ©op admdighd) pasipeny i mebgriad an

i nner package (3) housed inside the outer container (2) and enclosing the
group of5 tobacéeldgrt iab@mst &he rIyp dofoldiarayeidesvhi BRCKSTEI okapéd, at

| east folded into a U _inside the outer container (2), and 15 projects
partly out veFeBroftehe SR IR efPLH) (Flen§lgePECEYFPES pESdinAg Fnner

surface of the lid (7{ when ) .
substantlally standard packing machine.

In packet 1 cof cigarettes described above, 1lid 7,
being held in the closed position by collar 16, is still

10 held in the closed position even 1if cover flap 5 is
eliminated (torn off) by the user. It is important to
note that this feature even enables packet 1 of
cigarettes as described above to be produced with non-
square rounded or bevelled Ilongitudinal edges 14 or

15 transverse edges 15.

Finally, lateral walls 18 of collar 16 cover the
corresponding lateral walls of inner package 3, which,
in the case of a heat sealed inner package 3, show
unsightly seals.

20 In view of its numerous advantages, the design of
packet 1 of cigarettes as described above may aiso be
applied as a whole to the manufacture of a carton of
cigarettes, which is substantially identical to packet 1
as described above, except that it contains packets, as

25 opposed to a group, of cigarettes.




the lid (7) is in said closed position; the package (1) being characterized
in that the inner package (3) has a tobacco article 20 extraction opening
(4) closed by a cover flap (5); and the collar (16) is fixed to the inner
package (3), at |east about the extractigon opening (4). 2) A package (1) as
claimed in aim1l, wherein the collar (16) is glued to the outer
container (2), at 25 least close to the open top end (6) of the outer
container (2). 3) A package (1) as claimed in Claim1l or 2, wherein the
collar (16) is heat sealed to the inpeat8 package (3). 4) A package (1)
as claimed in CQaim1l or 2, wherein the collar (16) is glued to the inner
package (3). 5 b) A package (1) as cboaded &Pt 0PBeof Ebapabsingo: 4,
wherein the collar (16) is fixed to the inner package (3) over the whole
area of the col largftdep sfipeshaposedrtbolébe i nner package (3). 6) A
package (1) as clainmed in one of Clains 1 to 10 5, wherein the collar (16)
conprises a from waptsiidFged cpm‘sderioﬂe’datoﬁtaéﬁbngaaihgoﬁn waeken tep) of the
outer container 82) and two |lateral walls %? | ocated on opposite sides
of the fronendal(f)(1Bnhnd posrenoned Idsht acti hGPERE HNokNE aPEEEE wal | s
(13) of the outer 15 container (2). 7) A package (1) as,clainmed in Caim
6, wherein $PRE2ERET al2{ 18)-CBEMSr |b§é§ed rPartoafPtesd) PosNt FERRECT

to the outer container {(2), between an open position and
a closed position opening and closing the open top end
{6) respectively;

10 an inner package (3) housed 1inside the outer
container (2) and enclosing the group of tobacco
articies; and

a rigid collar (16) which 1is located, at least
folded into & U, inside the outer container (2), and

15 projects partly outwards of the open top end (6} to
éngage a corresponding inner surface of the 1id (7} when
the 1id (7) is in said closed position;

the package (1) being characterized in that :
the inner package (3) has a tobacco article
20 extraction opening (4) closed by a cover flap (5); and
the collar (16) is fixed to the inner package (3},
at least about the extraction opening (4).
2) A package (1) as claimed in Claim 1, wherein the
collar (16) is glued to the outer container (2}, at

25 least close to the open top end (6) of the outer
container (2).

3) A package (1) as <claimed in Claim 1 or 2,

wherein the collar (16} is heat sealed to the inner




contacting a rear wall (12) of the outer container (2). 8) A package (1) as
claimed in daim6 or 7, 20 wherein the collar (16) conprises a top wall

(28) positioned contacting a top wall (9) of the outer container (2) and
not fixed to the top wall (9) of the weouter container (2). 9) A package (1)
as claimed in CQaim8, wherein the 25 collar (16) conprises an extraction
openi ng superinposed over the extraction opening (4) of the inner package
(3). 10) A package (1) as clainmed in Caim9, wherein 20 the extraction

openi ng ofé%?gﬁ%ﬁilag)ﬂ16) is formed through the front wall (17) and the
top wall ( of"the " collar (16). 11) A package (1) as clainmed in Claim?9

or 10, 5 whereigfy the gé&kégéi om ppeyy ng1afinkhe €Al l@ra{d6)1 i 5r engaged by
a renovabl e portion (29) of "the collar (16), which renovable portion (29)

is fixed tomdwigovenefl lan1a(5) (Bed aevaphedv td the ciowssr fbapkédy. 12) A
package (1) as claimed in Gaim1ll, wherein 10 the renovable portion (29)
of the coll@)(16) is separated fromthe rest of the collar (16) by a tear
line (30). 13) A package (1) as clainmed in one of Clainms 1 to 12, wherein
the col bar (16) S)s Anpéchhby i(Adependeitinndd 15 phe odt dilador al nee (2),
and is glued to the outer container (2). 14) A package (1) as clained in
one of O ai4w whaxein Xheeekiar t hkblol$ afixa®)te sthfcorpoF aPed*fact he
outer (3) over the whole area of the collar (16) superimposed
on the inner package (3).

6) A package (1) as claimed in one of Claims 1 to

10 5, wherein the collar (16) comprises a front wall (17)
positioned contacting a front wall (11) of the outer
container (2); and twe lateral walls (18) located on
opposite sides of the front wall (17) and positioned
contacting two minor lateral walls (13) of the outer

15 contailner (2).

7) A package (1)} as claimed in Claim 6, wherein the
collar (16) comprises a rear wall (31) positioned
contacting a rear wall (12) of the outer container (2}.

8) A package (1) as claimed in Claim 6 or 7,

20 wherein the collar (16) comprises a top wall (28)
positioned contacting a top wall (9) of the outer
container (2) and not fixed to the top wall (2) of the
outer container (2).

8) A package (1) as claimed in Claim 8, wherein the

25 collar (16) comprises an extraction opening superimposed

over the extraction opening (4) of the inner package

(3).

10) A package (1) as claimed in Claim 9, wherein




container (2). 20 15) A package (1) as clained in one of Clains 1 to 14,
wherein the collar (16) has retaining nenbers for holding the lid (7) in
the cl osed position. 16) A package (1) as clained in Caim15, wherein the
retaining menbers of the collar (16) age defined by 25 two projections
(19) projecting laterally to interferentially engage the lateral walls of
the lid (7). 17) A package (1) as clainmed in one of Clains 1 to 21 16,
wherein the collar (16) conprises a pocket forned in a front wall (17) of

the collar 16) ea8dtesohoniabaing dk DRLLOMPOLLEON G 2160UpImedS) A

package (1) as c a| me al ml ere| n 5 the pocket is formed b

cutting al angduyrea s desof el (I"p)ntaf{@"&hé 1ddp ofalhe(zo) | gf €H46) and
raising the cut ~portion slightly. 19) A package (1) as clained in one of

Caim 1 taoih&r Wiegiein the cover flap (5) has a tear line by which 10 to
be torn off. 20) A package (1) as clained in one of Clains Ito 19, wherein
the cover flap (18)) has makeusabl(2)r etsai nilagmedenter Cllaimcohinect | by, t he
cover flap (5) releasably to the inner package (3). 15 21) A package (1)
as cl ai fed wherGiai nt26, asheraition hepeedsgbl @f r &hai n¢<nlgl<’11ﬂerrﬁér6)i sigefined
by non-dry, re- stick adhesive £20) 22) A package 1) as clained in one of
Caims 1 tEengEgedHer et ntehevabier Peshtannde ¥ 2P horsreblay fbP Ui ng

which removable portion (29) is fixed to the cover flap
(5) and movable with the cover flap {(53).
12) A package (1) as claimed in Claim 11, wherein

10 the removable portion (29) of the collar (16) is
separated from the rest of the collar ({1é) by a tear
line (30)}.

13) A package (1) as claimed in one of Claims 1 to
12, wherein the collar (16) is initially independent of

15 the outer container (2), and is glued tc the outer
container (2).

14) A package (1) as claimed in one of Claims 1 to
12, wherein the collar (16) 1s incorporated in the outer
container (2).

20 15) A package (1) as claimed in one of Claims 1 to
14, wherein the c¢ollar (16) has retaining members for
holding the 1lid (7) in the closed position.

16) A package (1) as claimed in Claim 15, wherein
the retaining members of the collar (i6) are defined by

25  two projections {19) projecting laterally to
interferentially engage the lateral walls of the 1id
(7).

17) A package (1) as claimed in one of Claims 1 to




20 a rigid blank (23) having two longitudinal fold lines (24), and a nunber
of transverse fold lines (25) defining, between the two |ongitudinal fold
lines (24), a first panel (11') formng a top portion of the front wall
(11); a second panel (9') forming the gop wall (9); 25 a third panel (12')
formng the rear wall (12); a fourth panel (10') form ng the bottom wal l
(10); and a fifth panel (11") formng a bottom portion of the front wall
(11). 22 23) A package (1) as clainmed in one of Clains 1 to 22, wherein

the [ nner PAFKaRR (), corisera P16 (0Rxi d32)a | poaked kgside the i nner

package (3) ‘between the group of cigarettes and a sheet (22) of packi ng

material 5 of-dhe yaper @@?kéget@l%) cAlarA papkaged (dor asostainedgin Caim
23, wherein the stlffener (32) is fixed to the sheet (22) of packl ng

materi al ofy the: i defo Packager (aB)Go@oﬂ;east about the extraction opening
(4). 10 25) A package (1) as clained in Caim24, wherein the stiffener

(32) is fixed cagl et epbyckagehglsheet ¢P2)medf ipacKiang niterwhereint he
i nner package (3). 26) A package (1) as claimed in Claim23, 24 or 25,
wher ei nst hettst iddeimer (S2jocumpribgesuttinonelory | tissy. sidss29F Mhpackage
(1) as clainmed in daim 23, 24 or 25, V\/nereln the stiffener (32) conprises
a front walfirqe3)wakhd (a7bovtforihfal 0l Bay . (28) Anglaciéaige (9) taR €Fai med in

one of Clainms 1 to 27, wherein the cover flap (5) conprises a grip tab 20
(21) . portion slightly.

19) A package (1) as claimed in one of Claims 1 to
18, wherein the cover flap (5) has a tear line by which

10 to be torn off.

20) A package (1) as claimed in one of Claims 1 to
19, wherein the cover flap (5) has a reusable retaining
member for connecting the cover flap (5) releasably to
the inner package (3).

15 21) A package (1) as claimed in Claim 20, wherein
the reusable retaining member is defined by non-dry, re-
stick adhesive (20).

22) A package (1) as claimed in one of Claims 1 to
21, wherein the outer container (2) is formed by fclding

200 a rigid blank (23) having two longitudinal fold lines
(24), and a number of transverse fold lines (25)
defining, between the two longitudinal fold lines (24),
a first panel (11') forming a top portion of the front
wall (11):; a second panel (9') forming the top wall (9):

25 a third panel (12') forming the rear wall (12); a fourth
panel (10') forming the bottom wall (10); and a fifth
panel (11") forming a bottom portion of the front wall

(11).




29) A package (1) as clained in Caim28, wherein the grip tab (21) of the
cover flap (5) rests on a front wall (17) of the collar (16). !' i 30) A
package (1) as clainmed in Caim?29, wherein, 25 for easy grip of the grip
tab (21), the front wall (17) of the ebnllar (16) has a through hole where
the grip tab (21) of the cover flap (5) rests on the front wall of the
collar. 23 31) A package (1) as clained in Caim28, 29 or 30, wherein the
grip tab (21) of the cover flap (5) forns an integral part of the cover

flap (5), and i sxgefa nﬁsgiciaa{g@ (bpt bemcaxtiars am &fnd her coveimé | apt65). 5
32) A package (1) as clained in Caim31, wherein, for easy grip of the
grip tab (229, byhareser thehengetp palcdage21)3 )i scdmp clesk 4 89 wpwardseent o t he
rest of the cover flap (5). 33) A package (1) as clainmed in Claim28, 29
or 30, 10 (#&relockhedgringidab Wt2l)infethpackege fl3dp (Btwsenihheially

i ndependent of the cover flap (5), and is ?Iued to the cover flap (5). 34)
A package (Iows @f a¢ herir¢ht<h admd 38, sibeteilA2h ofrpechbngi BateBs3lof the
grip tab (21) is folded 180 15 onto a glued portion (35) of the grip tab
(21). 35) Rhddkagetay RRCER¥ nkd in O aim 34, wherein the glued portion
(35) of the grip tab_(21) is injitially _|located beneath e free portion
(36) of the gri ftap® P2%fad98nd Whed g r et pBrti of (‘g@)lffisﬁ ol HBEXE4D

SRl SR é%%(ggfkéé§églyfg)pﬂ£t£9£eé3ég'the sheet (22} of packing

material of the inner package (3}, at least about the
extraction opening {(4).

10 25) A package {(1l) as claimed in Claim 24, wherein
the stiffener (32) is fixed completely to the sheet (22)
of packing material of the inner package (3).

26) A package (1) as claimed in Claim 23, 24 or 25,

wherein the stiffener (32) comprises a front wall (33).

15 27) A package (1) as claimed in Claim 23, 24 or 25,
wherein the stiffener (32) comprises a front wall (33)
and a bottom wall (34).

28) A package (1) as claimed in one of Claims 1 to
27, wherein the cover flap (5} comprises a grip tab

20 (21).

29) A package (1) as claimed in Claim 28, wherein
the grip tab (21) of the cover flap (5) rests on a front
wall (17) of the collar (16).

30} A package (1) as claimed in Claim 29, wherein,

25 for easy grip of the grip tabk (21), the front wall (17)
of the collar (16) has a through hole where the grip tab
(21} of the cover flap (5) rests on the front wall of

the collar.




36) A package (1) as clained in one of Clains 1 to 35, wherein the cover
flap (5) conprises a novable portion (37) ; and a fixed border (38) fixed
permanently to the outer surface of the inner package (3) and 25 separated
fromthe novable portion (37) by a tearzline (39) which is torn when
unseal ing the cover flap (5). 37) A package (1) as clained in C aim 36,
wherein the fixed border (38) of the cover flap (5) is heat 24 sealed to a
sheet (22) of packing material of the inner package (3). 38) A package (1)

o claimed in Ogim 36 herel 1) (DE Liedolorder (3g) o9 bhecsousr M1ap

(5) is glued to f er al ~of "t he"i nnér “package
(3). 39) A‘Hﬁékéﬂﬁ éﬂ% 9LiHoPasceay tb?'%ﬁe EB@E&'%&B@ 5? gheHR gh tobacco

articles; a cup-shaped outer contalner (2) having an open op 10 end (6),

and a cup- shepegrhi dob¥} BEnged tevtherodberns)cophal ner 4de2)nakopg a hinge
(8) torotate, Wwth respect to the outer contalner (2), between an open

posi tion amgoteon! ©geenPOsSht boNtRpesbigrantapl @5 ng the open top end (6)
respectively; and 15 an inner package (3), which is housed inside the
outer cantai ner ¥2),Aepekiags t{ie group adfmddbaccOlaamt Btl egheanrdnhas a
tobacco article extraction opening (4) closed by a cover flap (5) having a
grip tab (2i9r eheypackage Hhdejnip chabadtani rad 4 nusdmat the g2dpgrip tab
o o o ndane bas Ps (2h1add Me0! Lfwaras amke "tnd' rest “oF *tng 2P )
cover fiap (5).
33) A package (1) as claimed in Cilaim 28, 29 or 30,
10 wherein the grip tab (21} of the cover flap (5) 1is
initially independent of the cover flap (5), and is
glued to the cover flap (5).
34) A package (1) as claimed in Claim 33, wherein a
free portion (36) of the grip tab (21) is folded 180°
15 onto a glued portion (35) of the grip tab (21).
35) A package (1} as claimed in Claim 34, wherein
the glued portion (35) of the grip tab (21) is initially
located beneath the free portion (36) of the grip tab
(21), and the free portion {36) is folded 180° downwards
20 onto the glued portion (35).
36) A package (1) as claimed in one of Claims 1 to
35, wherein the cover flap (5) comprises &a movable
portion (37); and a fixed border (38) fixed permanently
to the outer surface of the inner package (3} and
25 separated from the movable portion (37) by a tear line
(39) which is torn when unsealing the cover flap (5).

37) A package (1) as claimed in Claim 36, wherein

the fixed border (38) of the cover flap (5) is heat




cover flap (5). 40) A package (1) as clainmed in daim39, wherein a F free
portion (36) of the grip tab (21) is folded 180 25 onto a glued portion
(35) of the grip tab (21). 41) A package (1) as clainmed in C aim40,
wherein the glued portion (35) of the2grip tab (21) is initially |ocated
beneath the free portion (36) of the grip tab 25 (21), and the free
portion (36) is folded 180 dowmwards onto the glued portion (35). 42) A
package (1) of tobacco articles, conprising: a group of tobacco articles;

5 a cup-shapesh agtes goshakner203) JRWNgkiay aRefet 0P &Pdtké) inngd a
cup-shaped lid (7) hinged to the outer container (2) along a hinge (8) to
rotate, W tdadlespect3)to the outer container (2), between an open position
and a closed position opening and closing the open top end 10 (6)
respectivel y; aniBlanAi paekapack@dge 438) clahmedi iis Housied 36si dberhén outer
container (2), encloses the group of tobacco articles, and has a tobacco
article exttlzetforedpeardgr (49)cldsadehyrawresovidiar | Bp (53 ; 9iBedhtopackage
(1) being characterized in that the cover flap (5%@Fonprises a_novabl e
portion35(37 ; shAfta (Z2)xedf bBREEANE3TR TS 5dc] pef nkhentInReD PAEKBURer
surface of the inner package (3) and separated fromthe novable portion
(37) by a tE3- 1ine (39) which is torn when 20 unsealing the cover flap

(34 of) helackams (d)o8c8edl (B AP QRIS % Ol oS 1LxgY, Porder

a
a group of tobacco articles;
a cup-shaped outer container (2) having an open top
10 end (6), and a cup-shaped lid (7) hinged to the outer
container (2) along a hinge (8) to rotate, with respect
to the outer container (2), between an open position and
a closed position opening and closing the cpen top end
(6) respectively; and
15 an inner package {(3), which 1s housed inside the
outer container (2), encloses the group of tobacco
articles, and has a tobacco article extraction opening
(4) closed by a cover flap (5) having a grip tab (21):
the package (1) being characterized in that the
20 grip tab (21) of the cover flap (5) is initially
independent of the cover flap (5), and is glued to the
cover flap (5).
40) A package (1) as claimed in Claim 39, wherein a
free portion (36) of the grip tab (21) is folded 180°
25 onto a glued portion {35) of the grip tab (21).
41) A package (1) as claimed in Claim 40, wherein
the glued portion (35) of the grip tab (21) is initially

located beneath the free portion (36) of the grip tab




sealed to a sheet (22) of packing material of the inner package (3). 25
44) A package (1) as clainmed in Caim42, wherein the fixed border
the cover flap (5) is glued to a sheet (22) of packing nmaterial of the
i nner package (3). 25

10

is

20

25

(21), and the free portion (36) is folded 180° downwards
onto the glued portion (35).

42) A package (1) of tobacco articles, comprising:

a group of tobacco articles:

a cup-shaped outer container (2) having an open top
end (6), and a cup-shaped 1id (7) hinged to the outer
container (2) along a hinge (8) to rotate, with respect
to the outer container (2), between an open posgsition and
a closed position opening and closing the open top end
(6) respectively; and

an inner package (3), which 1is housed inside the
outer container (2), encloses the group of tobacco
articles, and has a tobacco article extraction opening
(4) closed by a cover flap (35);

the package (1) being characterized in that the
cover flap (b) comprises a movable pocrtion (37); and a
fixed border (38) fixed permanently to the outer surface
of the inner package (3) and separated from the movable
portion (37} by a tear line (39) which is torn when
unsealing the cover flap (5).

43) A package (1) as claimed in Claim 42, wherein
the fixed border (38) of the cover flap (5) is heat
sealed to a sheet (22} of packing material of the inner
package (3).

44) A package (1) as claimed in Claim 42, wherein
the fixed border (38) of the cover flap (5) is glued to
a sheet (22) of packing material of the inner package

(3).

(38) of




