
There is disclosed a process for preparing polysuccinimides by the thermal
condensation of amino acids such as L-aspartic acid in high boiling organic
reaction medium whereby a polymer is provided having highly desirable color
characteristics. The organic medium is selected from high boiling alkyl
alcohols having from 7 to 14 carbon atoms such as isodecanol and high
boiling alkanes having from 10 to 20 carbon atoms such as dodecane. The
organic medium can be employed in conjuction with acid catalysts for the
condensation reaction and can be easily recovered for reuse with little or
no need for purification.    


