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(57) Abstract: An apparatus for heating an elongate 
tubular article, such as a heat shrinkable sleeve ap­
plied around a welded pipe joint during pipeline 
construction. The apparatus is in the form of a frame 
which can be disposed around the article, the frame 
having a heater device having both longitudinally 
disposed heating zones and radially disposed heat­
ing sectors, each of which can be independently 
controlled. Alternatively, or in combination, the ap­
paratus can have an air circulation system. Also, a 
method for shrinking a heat shrinkable sleeve com­
prising use of said apparatus. 
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