
DISCRETE MULTICHANNEL AUDIO WITH A BACKWARD COMPATIBLE MIX  Abstract: A
multichannel audio format provides a truly discrete as well as a backward
compatible mix for surround-sound, front  or other discrete audio channels
in cinema, home theater, or music environments. The additional discrete
audio signals are mixed  with the existing discrete audio channels into a
predetermined format such as the 5.1 audio format. In addition these
additional 



discrete audio channels are encoded and appended to the predetermined
format as extension bits (120) in the bitstream (124). The  existing base
of multichannel decoders (140) can be used in combination with a mix
decoder (144) to reproduce truly discrete N.1  multichannel audio.  


