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(57) Abstract: A multichannel andio format provides a truly discrete as well as a backward compatible mix for surround-sound, front
or other discrete audio channels in cinema, home theater, or music environments. The additional discrete audio signals are mixed
with the existing discrete audio channels into a predetermined format such as the 5.1 audio format. In addition these additional
discrete audio channels are encoded and appended to the predetermined format as extension bits (120) in the bitstream (124). The
existing base of multichannel decoders (140) can be used in combination with a mix decoder (144) to reproduce truly discrete N.1

multichannel audio.
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of multichannel decoders (140) can be used in conbination with a mx
decoder (144) to reproduce truly discrete N.1 nultichannel audio.

WO 01/087015 A3

(88) Date of publication of the international search report: For two-letter codes and other abbreviations, refer to the ”Guz:d-
27 February 2003  ance Notes on Codes and Abbreviations" appearing at the begin-
ning of each regular issue of the PCT Gazette.



