10

15

20

25

30

WD 2008/ 148171PCT/ AU2008/ 000823 1 TI TLE: APPARATUS FOR
DETERM NI NG THE AWARD OF A PLURALITY OF SETS OF PRI ZES
wWO-L@RMEDF | NVENTI ON The present invention rel aP@BFAUZ008M000823
apparatus and nethod for determ ning the award of 5 a
plurality of sets of prizes _\/\qw_ere each prize in each
set has a respective prize val ue. The i nvention
has been devel oped primarily for use with a plurality

TITOE: I AREA RANES| FORDET FRFIININ G THEA WEARDIOF A PLU%LITY OF

establishment and will be described hereinafter w
SETeOERRES 0 this application. However, the invention

is not limted to that particular field of use and is
FIEEbSﬁFSIN‘h?ﬁJr?ONOI‘ use with online gam ng, gam ng

mac a

I nes are distributed over a plurality 10 of

gam, ng_est.abl i shnent lotto, pools, lotteries, art
oni oSl tidRE R o sl e Rhd B i e the award of
a pl@hlityRTeetddd BfiSesBohdrd eddhaiRd it/ BAR s8ihABU eIt PeMiiNtOvatue.

finite probability of occurring. BACKGROUND It is )

kndWa Ipventipn Kas bega #M@OMWgyw yse svithreplaraliiypintegtinked

S I . . b o .

eomBfin SRR in 3 JabF b R B8 TS el Bl iBes with roforence
to thiwadpliodticay e dvadbilee, thel iivisntich ig healimited tdthhhgartcmamicl®bf use and is

fun vai l abl e i s known rather than having_tag be i
alsoégltt%i%?"é dise KHGromline SR SHBingIyachmes Hlaé A1G distutga AV pigp plurality

of ghthin ie?%ﬁli%lﬁnér@étlotﬁ)e, %85‘1@,@6%&2%%@%?0&,%8@?, gig?nesnésrf?lrother games

exa , for a’'gliven group I nter
involrdng bmesr, mareceagerabeing platalunpnemi aiéndtevigr nfnise piobhbility of
a_.visual indication of a presently avail able jackpot
OCCHP&e that is 20 being increnentally increased as the
aners_operate the interlinked gam ng machines. It is
BA(EKSWQE he ganmers that the prize will be awarded
when it is incremented to a randomy sel ected val ue

t haltis kBowe §& “linkdgaring maelinesdd pyeyidea nyyppicefiadgditionple
L ned: i . i 1 ndi cat ed
BT oLy 30 B B I SR oo
avaifablecfuhdsnialgrdayeriand ithd #meled of funds avaithelesid tthdwo bather than having to be
25 to play the nmachi nes and

.inpetus to the garners, . ) L
estlt{l«ﬂsﬁi egyotﬁmﬁlpﬁféoqagak%%meﬂmfé gpmIngfaREhings 1§ hahsRroplry gaming is
I . . .
rosfH B, USRS LGS RSREELE A IBERL Ml iy
provigdeis tley ganzers] wiithei viswab prdocation bba geasently; avakieble packpetsirizenhat is
. the jac t.prize h di m ni shed. . . .The, di scussi on .
being o rae R eter s gy RETHP CDe Bt ittt Py Hicihes. Ttis
know# 8V fe daiRra il 82 $8Re Will 8k Slvaridd bftRn iy eXbréRentad th 4 findomly
not” an adm ssion of the extent of the common general
seleg@el kaleahetiigdedsiharheptedefingdomlueh d ypiralyit the nredadn¢dsvalue will also be
. incl yded .wi t.hout prej udi ce... WO
visohiGiaSRa 1 BBl Bk oy 5

The use of such functionality is intended to provide additional impetus to the gamers

to play the machines and thereby win the jackpot prize in addition to any prize available to be
awarded by the respective machine. However, with the increasing sophistication of the
gamers and their approach to gaming, the interest in the jackpot prize has diminished.

The discussion of the prior art within this specification is to assist the addressee
understand the invention and is not an admission of the extent of the common general

knowledge in the field of the invention and is included without prejudice.
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SUMVARY OF THE INVENTION It is an object of the
present invention to overcone, or at |east
wausteri al |y aneliorate, one or nore of the PCT/AU2008/000823
di sadvantages of the prior art or at |east to provide
a useful alternative. According to a first aspect of
the invention there is provi'd%d an apparatus for 5
determining the award of a plurality of sets of prizes
SUMMARY-QINTHE INVENTEQDh set has a respective prize
val ue, the apparatus including: nmenory for storing
datlaisiandibget o¥the piesehenpentipe to averesme, or at leastrsubstmitally ameliorate,

devi ce [ rLeSPONSi to. input signals froma .
oneioggiseeet (e yeiTatais ob fregainr A OF &b 40 Brov e s i ltsigecive

an AQRFERAEMY a fitsdAdlect HARG nvBHRITREE iﬁj?ﬁﬂvﬁ_ﬁdfaﬁrai)iparatus for

accessing the data to define a current prize value as
detepmining thelvavapd pfepluzdlity of satoof roives vherarack prige insgagh set has a

c Sbeti. n%%'es‘p nsj,ve to hc;e in(gre,msnt signal for
el’.eﬁ& it ia"b3’ BRI Clhé "% al ue toward the current
Pr im@n¥s! fBestoring data tndi@itivabatRipr2zeivaies;esponsi ve to
the current prize value and the accunul ated val ue for i
detaariAPWidgyice beingaespaniento ippytsienalf fyem jagesnsciee plurality of gaming
SN L ing an award signal 15 and
ten@ﬁ%%@ﬁﬁ’é@?@%a%ﬁé&gﬁgﬁgh? e sets the prize val ue
corandagementdpvice fohacedsing tie datd welefiab aenrratichrize valueas one of the
.controller that is responsive to the award signal for
prizggplesitAme ot thengets e Being Fepamie (o e Gyencay Sigaalder

incréfienti i é&{cﬁglupﬁédz@alﬂé?ﬂo P8 current &)éifz_e valukf SO,

act uat I ncrenent device to Ine the current
pr iz@mmkater sngrespafsiverie thet cu2@nt et vabureandgheperiungilated value for

ri.ze vaj ue; and. i f, not uat,i. the increnment , .
defiyfe e Burdtharenuetoeis e RE a4 & e8P nEmE T Hd signa
and REth&@nY &lorbhelone BF aleakRehe MR Vilud dreSFding 10 tAécurrent prize

enbodi nent, the data is also indicative of the sets.

valuenanth enmbodi ment, the data is indicative of whether

: ggapcg)gxirl{)@grt tB?tlriiE éeesyélﬁs{ij\geg‘go Qﬁ‘es ax?a?rﬁ :g}%%glnﬂ)g %%gglrrr@%/ﬁ 1{f Ii‘lfe}]%ne of the sets

inclpddsze 18add dirSehainingrieivahwe anhdnge bet ween an upper
prize value and a | ower prize value and the nenory
al $65% envaling thednaemael desice e definethe cuppt Prige Value gapnfof the at

leaslf‘gﬁle }eﬁﬁh{i{,}g\@fézf%hﬁﬁ a}{gl ue. Preferably, the controller

S respons e upper prize value and the | ower
pr ii2 goty adtustinfodhe Actanadnt dgvitde defiae dnentrredeprizeevalee as one of the

.defjne_the cyrrent i ze value. 30 More preferably,
prlzewefue%ﬁpmowﬁ}erpge Pgé‘ﬁéﬁt%i ve to the award signal for

S etrh g InftldRirBGH WY iath §alVRIndRatife 6f1Be Q6ts Ot her of the
upper prize value or the |ower prize value. In sone

enodi metbodimertahe date ioindisativesolr wiqthershe eurrent aviae value has been
ely setting the accumul ated val ue

d fsi&g{;ah’1 for atlit er nat i Ze
CHPEL P ECHEPEF Pt P AE Pdtie and the |ower prize val ue.

In an embodiment, the prize values fall within a range between an upper prize value
and a lower prize value and the memory also contains data indicative of the upper prize value
and the lower prize value. Preferably, the controller is responsive to the upper prize value and
the lower prize value for actuating the increment device to define the current prize value.
More preferably, the controller is responsive to the award signal for setting the accumulated
value to one or other of the upper prize value or the lower prize value. In some embodiments,

the controller is responsive to award signal for alternatively setting the accumulated value to

the upper prize value and the lower prize value.
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WO 2008/ 148171PCT/ AU2008/ 000823 - 3 - In an
enbodi nent, one or nore of the termnals are
WO e@paetirve gam ng machi nes. I n an enbodPEBAU2008/000823
one or nore of the termnals are conputer devices such
as stand al one desktop conputers. In an
enbodi nent, one or nore of the terninals include
gam ng machi nes and 5 conputer devices. In an
entiodh smbpdimeng cvewputose gg@v tereinady areirpspleetilvet gantingmachines
ap aratu abl ed. or . ot her nter
R st fheinone oh o paPa St i sl Bylep g5y B8 s stand
alor@@églg@pb(ﬁrﬁputbﬁ responsive to the increnent signal and
the award signal for selecting the termi nal to which
t hdn i embogdisneahng o8 morgoithe fepapaly inchde gamigmpagiines and
& gam ng bal ance and the payout device, upon
Cmﬂ?@% ?ﬁtr?}g the terminal, credits the respective gam ng
ballang embb/ﬂ)ﬂh&ann rked en’rﬁlbltyr, devives peyliiked tetheapparaied iviasweb-enabled

the am ng bal ance by the accunul at ed val ue. In

AHERESS: t he appar atus i ncI udes a display driver
f.orInB gfﬁ'bg np%é 1ﬁgluﬁ 3@\11@'6 b8 r&ponsive to the
vi sua I cat'i’on e accunu at e val ue.

incremedtesigual gnd thh ewgaimgtgal 1% selctingthe temendlde athedh the pane is awarded.

Prefiizbfinigred M ALE LA BEVRBL ARG o o8vdin dFRes BhSS sclecting the
temﬁhﬁpél@eﬁtst th@?esbéct%%rﬁ@%dl%c’eo 08418 Profbrabiyh t}fef}ﬁyout device credits

est abl i shnment an embodi nent, "t he di spl ay
the emmefoalasc@:bidé@apmr@ul@t@mwpcat| ons pr otocol between

3 3$ @1@?&%@@?& ! he on‘g‘éll §Ls 4 gl\éél%,ﬁ %hvglr f%gg{o@%ﬂg persons using

nsu

the {e&hﬁ‘iaﬁa)lnf&l ﬁ\ﬂvishalan&ﬁbauﬁi ofithél a&afﬂuw’ﬂe(bﬁalﬁeﬂ ePI@fermy,Ethé)gammg
t he upper prize value; the |l ower prize val ue;

machines Feslogaied i aHblistsacycanddhs disblay dEee |arﬁ1§d1106‘iﬁ‘8 pgrdware and
soﬁganﬁod&ﬁ{r%g ?c]l%acf rd{l{\{@seaﬂ Bﬁﬁrdléyléyzﬁatvl@y@mngétllﬂlo@gted W1th i1 the the

e conpar ator e contro

establishoietit.ng to a second aspect of the i nvention there |s

praqvi ded a net hod for determni e anard of a

D! U epodfmebte SRbIY hse A albcasiRrsetion? gipigpol between
th AESard th teV Gevitick Z Brof@hbis, thiel8iveRAIBOBrovides persons using the

e?;ﬁd’a udlang ? g‘%orlng datgelnd?i:atlve of the prlge s

termindlsgsth a30eil nglmaespoﬁena/@ moreiafput signals froma

res,qt])ectlve gl ural ity of gamng termnals for providing

WRShRHEC Wlhiial -

the lower prize value; and

whether the accumulated value is incrementing toward the upper or the lower prize
value.

In an embodiment, the comparator is part of the controller.

According to a second aspect of the invention there is provided a method for
determining the award of a plurality of sets of prizes where each prize in each set has a
respective prize value, the method including:

for storing data indicative of the prize values;

being responsive to input signals from a respective plurality of gaming terminals for
providing an increment signal;

providing an increment device for: accessing the data to define a current prize value as
one of the prize values from one of the sets; and being responsive to the increment signal for

incrementing an accumulated value toward the current prize value;
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providing an increnment device for: accessing the data

to define a current prize value as one of the prize
W@ 200884817t om one of the sets; and being responBCT/AaUL@®8/000823

the increnment signal for incrementing an accunul ated

val ue toward the current prizg val ue; WO

2008/ 148171PCT/ AU2008/ 000823 * "4 - bei ng

responsive to the current prize value and the o

ac g rasraasiyg [t Brefcaeredianrizerviehvierigd ithe aqssmplatedevalugfor determining
IRV i.S. . d i o] ’ g awar .
it Tl ik Sl SN S B0 . 1 B0 R B B e R romoving
frori deLihe @ ticesopohe iprige trﬂué beresponding tclptlh$ zarreigtipier valne; and

S St P S g S s s
leas} SHPIRIaHnPpliZSva A . and: 'T so, actuating the

I ncrenent vice to define the current prize value as

ondf g, attuetizg theeastmentaley ety defig the cureent pliue valaeds one of the at

.actuating the . increment device to define the

i f not, )
least QG BRTAINHRE PRZS, YHYG 2Bd one of the prize values from
ang¥ h& adhQin{thé Rr8dr deiCMCRIEE Mk &iRredt pitid FhIRSRRSANe of the
~of the invention there is provided an apparatus for
prizdeelwesrfroinrapothee onevaf thesétsa plurality of sets of prizes

where each prij.ze in ea set has.a respective priz

va bR B8R e B e onlBS et RRF e B B s for
detelifng thei &k d ¥La plurdiNg oPEdty 6f prades @here each prize in @bh set has a

I nput devi ce being responsive to input signals froma
respegysarizealyss thegppergtusfingdedingg 15 terninals for

prayi.di I - .Si e i ncrenment

e eibp o ok BE LA E et SR mrice yab B8 20T o o

pr i andnpigtldeeicadeimgeesponsihe topihipatesigral ufesm farrespectinee @firalityeof gaming

sets; and heing .responsive to the increnment signal for
ternipals &FareYidEEAR TS 8%Y val ue toward the current

Pr i ZGnMehest device for: a@cé%ﬁﬂg MAdBl toRRIGAT alcBRRAPH S ah® as one of the

the current prize value and the accunul ated val ue for
priz2Gralbes &omi oviered the setdyend being nesppndivetothd insrdngent sighel for
. awarded and, i s(ﬁ, ]gener a4 @n% an .awar d ﬁli gnal ; and a
incremiRting deaoCh Al VL 0BRET 8 PO CRREEWAPE si gnal f or

detesompakaer bding RBpOISyeab thd\Qurdt srizdedluiarl thé at@@tillated value for

one prize value that has not been defined as the ,
determiniegif the tureeny arige valnelis tp be gwarded rndtif py geperating an award signal;

ndincremsnt device to define the current prize value as
anot her of the 25 prize values in the one of the sets;
and controller that'i tespandiviatol thgawind sighal freleteridnm it thicoone of the sets

~ define the current prize value as_one of the prize
inclypdes ab least o Pairg VAR thgt dag potihsen defired as the current prize value and:

if so, actuating the increment device to define the current prize value as another of the

prize values in the one of the sets; and

if not, actuating the increment device to define the current prize value as one of the
prize values from another one of the sets.

According to a fourth aspect of the invention there is provided a method for
determining the award of a plurality of sets of prizes where each prize in each set has a
respective prize value, the method including:

storing data indicative of the prize values;

being responsive to input signals from a respective plurality of gaming terminals for

providing an increment signal;
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According to a fourth aspect of the invention there is
provided a nethod for determ ning the award of a
w@bkasasdlry of sets of prizes where each prize PCI/aH2098/000823
set has a 30 respective prize value, the nethod
i ncluding: storing data indicative of the prize
val ues; bei ng responsive to input signals froma
respective plurali t&/ of gaming term nals for providing
an Provddiaganinaemeri deviopdr ecepsiagtie tptarto Alefioo 8 cowes 2size value as
- - . | ] D . .
one 9f theprize valogE | Shen difh S EHETERL 1 ERHASLR ohe iperpgmopg signal or
incrementig dnhecpniizaedwalueaswhrdohe oneerprizbealset s; and
being responsive_ to the increnent signal for -
i NCFRRERTIORY Va kP e CUFEmtaTizg vo'ae gad Thsunspermplaisdiahyediy determining
if thR'c iz Galue is t ldnghd! §IPORREMERE On GG LCHELEUnd
it gf?lgglt&g%ugagﬁés tohbgag%ac?ﬁérm gi eg \?éab?lue ?%r get{er i ng
5 ibkinghrespousive tri thpriwasel sighal dor detarmiieg athe deelofihd sets includes at

0, generati n_award Sj | ;.. and_bei ng responsive

least ofie FIZ SAedNEITE AP 1SR JAETET T3PS TS PR VERBALT ¢ he
setifsd, AGliatiRsthaindr&asit detite B dtRe\ R berdnf ptizdAdud B another of the

been defined as the current prize val ue and: i f

prize galueccintbe pugyof the séticandnent device to define the

f EEF 1g ,tGacg?raitlfag éf\@g?ge{f?%ﬁ ggv(i)%elhfg rdﬁglil,e hgégciudﬁaebl }%éi/et aile{?esasio'ﬁe of the

prizé RELEEOH MBiHeE 6nd of tekétne the current prize value as
one of the prize values from another one of the sets.

Acescaiding toc Bith pynert elhevenion thereiinpesyided fniapapratys or
R o3 PRRERRLEY bOLt RN BB, b ALl ot hes
respséitveaize aalesthe apparetupinchelivgl ue, the appar at us

i ncluding: 15nenmpry.for storing data indicative of the

pr in_ieén‘?fé{%ﬁ‘?ﬁ?nngngatglr%ilﬁcaitlﬁﬁﬂfthﬁg’&’iZEé’a &ng responsive

10 41 d§¥i9@ Béiﬁgfrés‘ﬁﬂhﬁvé RSReRsiohaIsAtdth alrbdpéctdfe HamliRGof gaming

termnals tor providing an increnment signal; an

terniinads fmpnevidiegianendrementatgelsi ng the data to define a
current set as.one of the sget nd current [ Z
valtdnER g ioc s apsasyte i futlorBar bRl Pl Ongof the set
and @RErrBRI fHZe VARIRQR Shy 8f #18 phie VilQed fi6man® Birr&it getahnd Wing responsive
incrementing an accumnul ated val ue toward the current

to theringremeay signal fgr incregentbrpay Qﬂcgmukléqdn‘gahpee‘@ﬁ@fgm; &urgnt prize value;
ggfaeCSOﬁ{pﬁfaﬁégr ’tlprlllqz %gﬁloa}llsi'b% tglﬂije &P&nﬁ@g#umgh@;ﬁtﬂ gﬂ%‘é&%nfu?e[ted value for

current prize

deteamarigied tianehirrdnt pAige venBnabe agamied awdyriflses iggnahtingadaward signal;
a controller that is responsive to the award si gnal
andf or deternmining if the current set 25 includes at

lc 3%?%&?8%?@%%&%5#3%&2\;}%@ he LPRd PhaPOFReWRhnNGMAraR dubRnt set
includes at least one prize value that has not been defined as the current prize value and:

if so, actuating the increment device to define the current prize value as another of the
prize values in the current set; and

if not, actuating the increment device to define the current set as another of the sets
and to define the current prize value as one of the prize values from the current set.

According to a sixth aspect of the invention there is provided a method for
determining the award of a plurality of sets of prizes where each prize in each set has a

respective prize value, the method including:

storing data indicative of the prize values;
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if so, actuating the increment device to define the

current prize value as another of the prize values in
WO h@sgegirent set; and i f not, actuating PEEAU2008/000823

increment device to define the current set as anot her

of the sets and to define the current prize value as

one of the prize val ues from&he current set.

30According to a sixth aspect of the invention there

i s beingwesheusize teinpoiisigmals Hemermesnechye plvealidnaf gamiig derminals for

Lurali.ty of sets.of prizes where each prize in each
pnng@pgﬁgém%mpggﬁ bve prize value, the ngthod

| NGrardHiAg an Sh@EMBG ddaice fom dédeadihy the@atd lo—lefihé & @urrent set as one of
val ues; WO 2008/ 148171PCT/ AU2008/ 000823 - 6 -

the $54 41yl & @ETFOhBIGREValYe Aol Sicgiiacs/afyes fom thegyment spl and being

respBH{(u?{o' th%( ix%erggr[{]_s[%‘af fok g'lcpé%&tifn fan %E&iﬂlﬁ’ib%ﬂ vafhe t?war_d the current
rncrement signal; roviding an rncrenment device for:

prizagelessi ng the data to define a current set as one of

the sets and a current prjze value as one of th ize ..

v aIb&EE TEYRORP VA é" W@ﬁ?tpl%”_@ﬁ ;Va]é‘ﬁ &ng Q?WCBmPg’%%Wi‘i‘%r é%tenmmng
if thle R &gﬁf%@%gfue% QR avi Rled B ﬁﬁs,rgéneﬂmﬁg 2RGHAFi Bt 0nd

val ue towar

the current prize value; béing responsive
t 0 Hehe resproneint tthiczaeyanhigeal dovddetdrmiziog Gt steentsell ineludes at least

o SNSRIt B PR B R R

beiipg, LeBRAMSINYEndEnbhtlctRiclasiRNaE cindént PeizerMubbsighother of the
if the current set includes at |east 10 one prize ‘

prize ahlues intthe chrmentisel; aken defined as the current prize

[ Do i f ' ' '
¢35 i o iy TR DR P SRl s

and Bé H&BnctBE B@Ferit privb Qalay b 61Y ofdRé prisdivhlues fromitie eudtent set.
actuating the increment device to defipe th urrent
S etAwsrdinbiciasevshihipecs ef heanention s ifrevided.en pratars for

o 5 8 A Ry O RO L A i it dvs o
of priav esltibs) whicheethe prige paloes idelk soh ampgyeatert then Poequal to a lower prize
value and less than or equal to an upper prize value, the apparatus including:

memory for storing data indicative of the prize values;

an input device being responsive to input signals from a respective plurality of gaming
terminals for providing an increment signal;

an increment device for accessing the memory to define a current prize value as one of
the prize values in the set and being responsive to the increment signal for incrementing an
accumulated value toward one of the upper prize value and the lower prize value;

a comparator being responsive to the current prize value and the accumulated value for
determining if the current prize value is to be awarded and, if so, generating an award signal;
and

a controller that is responsive to the award signal for selectively actuating the
increment device to define the current prize value as another one of the prize values in the set.

In an embodiment, the controller is responsive to the award signal for determining if
there is at least one prize value in the set yet to be awarded and:

if there is, selectively actuating the increment device to define the current prize value

as another one of the prize values in the set; and
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determning the award of a plurality of prizes having
respective prize values that define a set of prize

wQ 200884817Ivhere the prize values in the set arePQr/at2m®B/000823
than or equal to a | ower prize value and | ess than or
equal to an upper prize value, the apparatus
i ncluding: menory for storing data indicative of the
prize val ues; 20an i nput device being responsive to
i npfitheriignat, seléativelyaactuasipg thd imerepient ddviiteyto alefigathengrrent prize

termnals for, providi ngtégn Jl ncrenment signal; an
valuleﬁélaéwgﬁyalag@o anofhier SET QI PR YRIPR% menory to define a

CUMTH SAtmBbiARNY, ThdRcRmeAN8evile (MR tdthb 2Rotha HRD LI SrivR values to

set and being responsive to the increnent signal for

defipmtheenamti prige anlvgcandoniinfiom thelsete cxdvwding thermesf thergrize values.

UpRer prize va and the.l oner IZe.V 2 .

o ap Brbp et dfs Bl e WERY B8 Al e Bemingartues o
defif®thelcife@GRIEWaRICRS thadbHEe TAhe, D8 th¥nthe @nd 6f thB @rize values, which

current prize value is to be awarded and, if so,
is clgeasetodhe pepusvlaiedydluei gnal ; and a controller that is

re J .

| SRIP oo T BUBRERE NS, BRl BEAAE et e tower
upp&i prR WiRlewad 38leatd dichivtirnen®df thh gripe vvaleesaldeéise the dutrent prize

set. 30l.n an enbodi nment, the_controller is.responsiv
valug @S {4 DEARY |18 OGNS 618 & F AT VALes RIS i Gosereator than the

accdn‘?@ﬁtted%ﬁep” ze value in the set yet to be awarded
and: "if there is, selectively actuating the

i ndnemeniodiewint,eh¢ merkmidnn deibeincrantanty thp atcuenulatbdigalae toward the
anot her_ one . of th ri ze val u in the set;.and,., W) .
low SR 1l FRRES BN D156 85 0T by piize Valusy p'qofgy fhe rrent prize
vah%% tha? BHECVAME dth R EhaithE Be e pRGE OABEY, wiedH i6 ektdess than the
efine the current prize value as a prize value from

accwﬁdahéwah‘@t of prize val ues. In an enbodi ment,
the, i ncy. t devi |
or O FERN S BEE LR Tyl PEaf B S YRl bl for

detdrRNHAREINE afwagdivt Dplusdity ofpdied Giavigg rpectihe mfzetvamepthiaz define a set
values. 5 I n an enbodi ment, the increment devi

3 e .
of psiap selves, therethe Pree valHes i8fthe $56 atsygreaesfpy 8%6‘1%‘%’& Jower prize
th rent nri . ' : £
v B g s B e P il OB g

t hest@hpuind atkdtivabitae prize valudsn an enbodi ment, the
i ncrenent deyvice, i ncr,enﬁg{:rs t he accunul at

d I .
| OVREHEE TEFROTSIB T IR SERRITOE et COFBEREHIH oY Birbihg dgrminals for
proﬂﬂﬁlg%ﬁq ilt,g}gmgﬁtiﬁ&ay;al ues to define the current prize

accessing the data with an increment device to define a current prize value as one of
the prize values in the set;

being responsive to the increment signal for incrementing an accumulated value
toward one of the upper prize value and the lower prize value;

being responsive to the current prize value and the accumulated value for determining
if the current prize value is to be awarded and, if so, generating an award signal; and

being responsive to the award signal for selectively actuating the increment device to
define the current prize value as another one of the prize values in the set.

Brief description of the Drawings

Preferred embodiments of the invention will now be described, by way of example

only, with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which:



10

15

20

25

30

O value as that prize value, other than the one of the
prize values, which is next greater than the
waewsmitiat ed val ue. I n an enbodi ment, t hBCT/AU2008/000823
i ncrement device increments the accunul ated val ue
toward the |l ower prize value and sel ects the another
one of the prize values to defii-ne the current prize
val ue as that prize value, other than the one of the
Pri Beu¥@l woSschbhb&dvieS dTXdanifs fetWd@P irchRlidPan apparatus according to
accunmul ated val ue. According to an ei ghth aspect of
thetipeentienent i on there is provided a nmethod for
det er m ni rd of a plurali f [Z&es. havin
s SRR o B iSRS futh R ot MpaRbs Ry B e 1
val BRsire Mvived schthetiprieeoNaalisitsy that isligivee by dicapphaisert Figure 2;
than or equal to a lower_ prize value and | ess than or
equbigue? & sshpBatipyieyolfpgioptine gHaingaiehberkiipelpding gy apparatus

O ring data indicative of the prize
acc{c/;&ﬁza%écfﬁ% 11Went1%rgsa'i18

ing responsive to input signals froma
r espagutrd § & gpflow @hart ychetagjeatiynidlustestinignbd spdrationpefalie appagatus of
an éncrerrent si gnal ; accessing the data with an
FigUie#ement device to define a current prize val ue as
one of the prize values in the set: 25bein resi\?onsive
DETARHED S EREFTIQN N5 THE PREFERRER EMBQRIMENTS
accunul ated val ue toward one of the upper prize value
and At feas{ sowsrofiihe emabedimgats of dierigvensiopapaliewse pheartpin elements of

R g L

disaloeuird @d waith is ifcofgRratedheratyngapof ave@fgegeal ; and
bei ng responsive to the award signal faor sgltect_i vel
]

act Befarieg tord e thetsris Ppaided anpgpaatug difondeteppining the award of a

. o yal
o Y b1 45V U5, 80300 DR o i@ 488 e
ApprrafeririecluéssaetnoBnin shoforthe aimeraoryi demicai2l for storingdata indicative of,

amgggs% élggg ¥ by}%@?&%%ﬁ% : L%P%%/@Hgvi iItl rf%f‘rgro 0 S&tial Alectronic

oGS ABORERGRE ol oy o UG o i
termppdy 4t wdherctbo tatinapls 4 atel'ﬁgoWn\ie Higuom1 — for providing an increment signal.
An increment device, in the form of a local processor 5, is mounted to a motherboard 6 and
accesses the data from device 2 to define a current prize value as one of the prize values from
one of the sets. Processor 5 is also responsive to the increment signal for incrementing an
accumulated value toward the current prize value. A comparator, in the form of a further
local processor 7, is responsive to the current prize value and the accumulated value for
determining if the current prize value is to be awarded and, if so, generating an award signal
and removing from the one of the sets the prize value corresponding to the current prize
value. A controller, in the form of a central processor 8, is responsive to the award signal for
determining if the one of the sets includes at least one remaining prize value and:

if so, actuating processor 5 to define the current prize value as one of the at least one
remaining prize value; and

if not, actuating processor 5 to define the current prize value as one of the prize values

from another one of the sets.
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Figure 2 is a schematic viewin nore detail of the
apparatus shown in Figure 1; Figure 3 is a schematic
Wor@s/1¢f178 di splay that is driven by the appare€Tauai08/000823
Figure 2; 5Figure 4 is a schematic view of an online
gam ng network including an apparatus according to the
i nvention; and Figure 5-9s a flow chart
schematically illustrating the operation of the
appafodtidd Sndbdmdaity, €ard.3 D hatwdrl chidesighdd fa\fefﬁ'evE&]E appropriate
PREFERRED EMBODI MENTS 10At |east sone of th
infogma@@n fr@m asploralithel gamiag @Pﬁﬁe%rﬁ’kléthﬁggl(’%ﬁ deyisep 4 tand alone gaming

a
G AR B SO IB15, DA it e e
di siglthis $pecififatiohivedisi maderufahqomrratlfé@btﬂmmoeﬁiarnbgg Maghied (EGM) to
cross-reference. Refe rin Figure 2 there is
refeﬁ EDY gy@glgdﬁa%pvgp{%t gseft%]f gttréa%ﬁ.\nﬁs Ag Sﬁ)e}mgmeg pé)%(er machines
or spclt %%hirfe@l 9he f’f?ﬁe DEmBbiARAt WRBEST l‘ifhiepélbgﬁl fod ue@®ith a plurality

as a respective unique prize value Appar at us
of EIGMB chat desslinkedyys domptuiber nebyark bviag rermyyundensiop @rgioeq fo allow

storing da i ndi cat ngst .0
the BEEPAaR bG ST EIEe BOTLE F I ACHHE PEyoh et gl Tis
con®th&f %{uﬁ@ Escprb{?l'dgdl bR6€ opShhY of Afpfhratus 1 & acﬁﬁtﬁlﬁﬂtﬁ)l theptimary game that
I nput signals froma respective pluralit

the gemwisriaé plaging mvfres-p@ctlmeE Msnitiegh éermingl én mﬁ%ﬁfm%m card (not
oY B DR AP oo

terrhﬁxaﬁ%ﬂtaﬁﬁarb@sa \mot;aher?,board 6 and 20 accesses t he data
fromdevice 2 to define a current  ue as one

of Irbe Figure | geibadinant in Eaks gre ?Ch@c%fs& Friihg} g CUUEGH TR0Mm Of
3o &btor of th
o e AR AP el D PR B o
estﬂﬂis&ﬁeﬂtwwmle # thisrspecifit embodmneulh‘dflefoqwm@fOféhef eptabfiglment is

ocal ocessor 7, isr sive.tq. th urr.e
difipnato Be@peror o6 soniinat SRR e Ago P fipperator
Mo‘fé‘cwe? % 0 ek €RbY@hiats, ﬁletEGm afdYabagtogiaghichlly 88persed, and are
i'ng an award Signal 25 and renoving from.the
hnlcndeb;af W:Aié os ether héteropk thatisvadinteingd of é%@(ﬁg}’ Aipre thapge operator
current prize value. A controller, in the formof a
andg%rrﬁtﬁg]p Gcessor 8, is responsive to the award signal

for It%'ilediiﬂ W Gfprdciatéd@apthe nefwdrk eomﬁﬁmldaﬁcﬂmfm‘wem nodes within any
| east one remaining prize value a

o
netsorluathands, pnme@g ovitin the W, iAN RE ot P"é}‘(f’ﬂb i pyeferably achieved
prifariv AR Aot 00 Th olER BB RERODLIE RElgfade of wircless

co&hﬁnfddﬁé&ﬁﬁthpéﬂtm irv edrisinaisorowith of ag drealferiative yatheengbling.
from anot her one of the sets.

D00BIauBY PEreT PARADAE/Be o5 2 ofne following glegiapts
errb% is‘% &ard 3 is a network card designed to
retrieve e appropriate information froma plurality
of @awIng devi ces, whether those devices be stand

al one_gam ng nmachi nes, personal conputers running
garriRr@\g’softvvare lottery termnals, or the like. In

this g &x’i"xté @Psélé&w‘eﬁy doReeniak atd]E’U\HD m El ectronic
Ganmi ng ine (EGV t
The data is selectlvely stored in one or more of the above elements. In addition, it will

be appreciated that all of processors 5, 7 and 8 will include some onboard cache that is also
able, if and when required, to contain some or all of the data.
The data is held in the one or more elements as a data table having the following

columns:



5 refer to a gam ng nmachi ne,
machi nes are al so known as poker

WOorawh/i146331
devel oped
i nked by
prot ocol t
the EGW i

where these types of

machi nes or sl ot

The Figure 2 enbodinment is specifi cedT/AxU2008/000823
for use with a plurality of EGWw that are

a conputer network having a comruni cation

o allow the participation of the garners of

n a linked jackpot or common gane. This

ColtEIRATEE 0

by an operator of apparatus 1
“b&ér Eﬁxwgﬁﬁﬁry gane that 10 the garners

are playin
Prize Numbdrer
termnal t

A ﬁﬁqﬁe@ﬁ@ ot M8n h BaA%e In HRAAPIE) Qﬂekﬁﬁl‘y@@ﬁteger or
SEl card (not shown) for |inkingt

Siriogds WaguRdPnell pRgesitd pe %meafghecf‘@?hﬁ»émeeht i on

between 11
In the Fid
Setjuadien g
i nked by

estahli shn

EN ﬁrﬁﬁd@ 15‘@;[& ofdtfingAB @&5@%\2@ set t‘ﬁét@a&ﬁfrﬂze Value has been

ure di mrent are co-l ocat ed
Grsignsd.r Br@‘f“?r@#y t@%\wfeﬂgr Q& Striag IS vaidive far al przeg febe awarded by

ahd MboiRidat ai ned by an operator of the 15
ant While in this specific enbodinent the

operat or d
oper at or
Prize Yau@on d
EGVs are 1
by a WAN ¢
Abvgnnre th

fA yahee feseagh prizehiypigelly asfingngifleplap exnressedia a currency used in

q fin ARRGE @ob S Inlothel Qm@c;dlﬂﬁéntse mmtvﬁlug likeerxﬁreés%d in non-

perator. Moreover, in other enbodinents,

dmencid gitsags i iakals. yA mbssstecrfélee@e otherpmppdiments I'l@é@ converts
IS br HEIHYREKS &jnplgj}, cy. S maintained or owned

an _one operator or other parties. 201t

al so
Wr%mﬂh‘hl catli

S, _any nd

ﬂ“éle Hpo tleqiriae wds whitan to Hhe tabde. ViExplessed as accurately as allowed by

ﬁmﬂ?%ﬁﬁ%?%e es within any network - that

es W N, LAN or other network -

is preferag
cabling. Iin,
Set Wwaeh PR 4
wth or ag
device 2 i
el enent s:

lwwmwmmwwmmmwwmummmwmmmmmmm
%}%&W@ gpt%%e@%ﬁr& Bwar ngthe%agﬁq)%t &t it indicates
cation pat S el n co nat

tlerrespettene setthay within 1ttah]@as(c a]h_ﬁ firizg valivitirairhps not been used to

E%ﬁgﬂgggggﬁgﬁ&eogﬁg of the follow ng

drive. RAM_ ROM_A CD/ DvD

drive for
PrlZ(Sj a&warI S€

enent s.
Iﬂagll of prc
cache t hat
contain sane

Shisebg iapmley tooscit @izn) and isseGD/AmdLe that the respFiive prize has

Hhegtd Ve(ieﬁ. %Bé% e%:& it F RGOk Eol&% &r 8L d%t!z‘%b]% t?s‘%}é&cative of

IR addi I"on, precra t ha

}cwhstho)r the Byrrent Iamd vaumhdslbwmipﬁnmféoystmsmmﬁwaride values
able, if and when required, to

angm%ﬂa?ﬁ of the data. The data is held in

t he one or

Awhl 1%

Tie time dlegrrize tvss a&rd-:edd Bxaretsabdsacheatelpgs allveved by the

r%m}l%gasd)gt?vaeeuseds 710 o%?p%zéél F’%%Z&QS{}]%%%%}} the table — for

that specific prize — has a null value.

Indicative of the EGM that provided the input signal immediately preceding the

Award EGM

generation of the award signal.

Indicative of the maximum value of prize able to be awarded by the embodiment.
Upper Prize This is typically set by the operator of the gaming venue or venues in which the
Value EGMs are disposed and is usually displayed or otherwise made known to the

gamers.

Lower Prize
Value

Indicative of the minimum value of prize able to be awarded by the embodiment.
This is typically set by the operator of the gaming venue or venues in which the

EGMs are disposed and is usually displayed or otherwise made known to the

gamers,
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Prize Number A unique integer or string for each prize

in the table. Preferably the integer or string is
w@pegaesifor all prizes to be awarded by the enPOHAR2I8/000823

Set Nunber A unique integer or string to identify the

set that each prize value has been assigned.

Preferably the integer or strlilrg i s unique for al

prizes to be awarded by the enbodi ment. Prize Value A

val ue for each prize, typically a financial value

eX Oh @Hse dmbbdidnehty dlRReYive o€ 8ddifiondl eolutis ack iatiuded inl the table.
ot her enbodi nents, however, the val ue gs (ie%%r$ sed in .
norbIpeesseTcs eneraips ioengirediatioapapropesseiy’ Basdedined Higgqurrent prize

ot.her e i C i 1 i
w0 IEGSTN CORigky 0 u
definked téBedtivelyttsy thabtler pixvaseasd] cated £mou thetseing saisprior to a prize

val %@%{1 eb t erp tfl IE %g}% Qfé g tﬁ%\g{) usevd 1@:54@%@\{6% R%gegsor 8 operates
suc@ Bat alitl) ggeir}ﬁ%%l § kol @e Bhé 6B fhelsBtstaieal] 3RS, biori€bnce, before the

ave awarded. That is, when the flag is not set
curtietit priveti aitesis defeedriysppize weduestbet in aglesipd fiom another of Bgsets.

o B S SSab E  BETlBE  FAR oever, e

priZaRRldes $n ERh88CHe Bhiges, and is set to indicate that the
respective prize has been awarded. That is, this field

i n InHughesmhbediménts preecdk the prBt ¥alpes fromiosasehiisvepeen awarded,
whet her the current. pri . ' :
proi:eﬁ,gor%:%o&irgfsl R;éceﬁpcfr Zset% Vs'gﬁ;ﬁte E\lsl Sﬁkiéevﬁ?esfrgggﬂotﬁ%?%‘tﬁ%s% that satisfies

and awar
oned¥endrk PeedeRemiteld zendwisnavendtatle sdtapioasfdd @ize value occurs, the set
accurately as allowed by the timng sofé¥are u%ed. i
fromrwlieh thet delqstip avas 814G DacemeRshe CHIRFY S d1og eXgpleln & specific
! “ork ihéd LA is insIL Ay abketh ther of
el o BLp LR FpBNi s O St oo
the isét i high@nkdn thewedinailatey vpluec ddithgr etrenje nbeng ¢ighe predetermined

condng PG BTgY VRt SEmLF 8RB o e de g abcMulated

valGIOR BN MexakPleDflofe bY MeGRédeYer@@ied¥ndfionORahatthe piode value from
e gam ng vehue or venues in which the EGW are

thedhstheseithepets issclosssib itlye @CEW@}%UV@G i@ﬂh@qﬂWc@'@p@é&@ increment.
Togi e thrARU AT steprr w6 A8 Rr ARGIEH ISR e o continue

incRIRAEHLEBAI relathieBy duficlly pispbdsito rtavkyd bhtheapet jatiqrot.oThis sequence
the gam ng venue or venues in which

< i g Vi C [ %he EGN% are
s inties@rsite dniaingise theuislkafigpmarsdising anpre pT & ehanggibsBVeoR e

K noYWWih%etaQSregl%Ee%ecﬁg‘r the selection of prize values as suggested above will have
implications for the resetting of the accumulation value between sets.

In this embodiment, the upper and lower prize values include default values which are
respectively higher and lower than each of the prize values included in the sets. The prize
values are derived to provide a distribution between the upper and lower prize values to
satisfy one or more of:

A desired distribution — random or otherwise — across the range defined by the upper
and lower prize values.

A desired average prize value.

A desired number of prize values.

The distribution, relative size and other characteristics of these values are often set by

an operator of apparatus 1. This operator in this embodiment is different to the operator of the
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WO 2008/ 148171PCT/ AU2008/ 000823 I n ot her enbodi nents
alternative or additional colums are included in the

WO 2098848171 Processor 8 operates to ensure thRCT/aH2ws/000823
processor 5 has defined the current prize value by a
prize value in one of the sets, that the current prize
value wi Il be subsequently ddfi-ned consecutively by
the other prize values selected fromthe sane set

ganfhg énfe@nd IR EGRIsD HWdiRr, Rebter 8@beGHR S| bR opaatoReire the same
of "the sets of prize values. Mreover, processor 8

partyper at es such that all the prize values fromthe one

f th t | | . .
© et B B Pedbis Bl i B LGBl ML A Bfize POLR firthe prizes in
all thBadts b preldertaheli peiot analyligize bhvin®caeiwarded. In dther embodiments,

ot her enbodi nents the prize val ues need not be. uni g}lée. d

hovraver, dreaplaptunn efveagh prize Helupis 1et dyigrmimed pptildhptprivgcvalieds selecte
Ginklis "Jalife! - RizBVhiES t

o A48 PG S THEDO RS A Bl Bt oo

det&rAnfiddalrsil fe0eRdas béent selestddefiotm thepset weberthé nextfamanded prize. In

anot her_of the sets that satisfies ong, or.ngre .
furtherepehadimene at leavigne PE%& prigg yalupis Pgiéﬁ&eé?’i‘%ﬂ’ ghd thf gemainder are
detddiftéd 33%1‘{, Whel %aeét&;]tot Ngins She IR PhECHRIENAL sel ection

was nmede’ beconmes the current set. For exanple, in a _.

S pethd operanboittheganingrestablishnhent (alsalnasymisreghming venue) is able to

onditio is that .the prize value fro .
set i pper G ev eV HibibAoeRaeE miBLE dhioled S AL i
priANRIE o BX aRRIdEd & gARGs f BV froeided & file redblEshntint. i Dinis in turn is

I's that the prize value fromthe another of thestf A
bastd up@ssmuhher affecters suchuasathe averagaelugofthe ragers é@«%ﬁ% Ygnade at the
of one of the.predetearmn | oL ' t t th
vergie; B8 o ist A PRy E R e R 68 e sRByde® of Wit adgatthe
EGMShAGS winidaddesl thalingit bignhlhe bdingeohiributedfto tiveaccumulated value, and
increment. That is, if the accunulation is
othgtscr enent i ng toward the upper value it will be able to
continye 20 ' bV&f the b lahd 1 lues from
pr ofgnrréagl On?%tci %lycgl\i\qg dﬁyo?leslﬁgue{r} xe?étj ackpgtﬁb Thi s owe.r v )
theSR GBNaRIck Sheraisenbeling of ati the prize valhes toisykstarftivghy ietains the desired
_being aware of a _change between, sets. [ t.. v .
distppiide PRPE YA DERECUnEaRRE AN IO 9 ot il B gbprdBiated that
sorﬁéjﬂﬁlﬁgﬁlg%f %Pgé’ Caltbd docbB¥&iridiRh &b bpdstidoto debunt for the number of
resetti fig the accunul ation val ue between sets.
dedimal flaces deingdisad deterntihingihpewardad prissPOBi ze val ues
i nclude defaul.t val.ues.which are. 25 { Vel : tbh
i QHEPSHAT P (PR A WP GERTE MR dhy adjustment by

thel \)’éﬁhéjgxgéi’atbﬁof fae ugﬁérsand Theerpralzs hugtheiefeaoa thkeprizeedclyes.

provi a distribution between the upper

; » . gr}d I puer . I
pr i Peoogsson 8sintdstasmining ywhtghepr@p valeds tgrnext define gheygurant prize value,
distribution -, r er wi heLERNER pri !

o G R0 AP T P, e B S 18 i vl
hasies ipf@AoRKEb @g & clRtied @ defineshe Aurtas ivalad. huthireemloddipeitz the selection

val ues. The distribution, relative size d ot her
is 1endaTB bhssriupo dhe TsmaiTRBEIAEAliss e @eaf el dpd e dipimblated value

Ly
however, the prize value to next define the current value is alternatively selected to be greater
and less than the current prize value immediately prior to the selected. Other embodiments,
however, have the accumulated value originally defined as one of the upper prize value or
lower prize value, and the increments of the accumulated value are always toward the other of
those values. Accordingly, in those embodiments where the accumulated value is originally

defined as the lower prize value, the current prize value is always selected as being the lowest
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WD 2008/ 148171PCT/ AU2008/ 000823 - 12 - gam ng venue

and the EGVs. However, in other enbodi nents, both
WOp@BatsI7Ts are the sanme party. [t will al BOT/AE2008/000823

appreciated that in this enbodinment all the prize

values for the prizes in all the sets are

pre-determ ned prior to any fl3<ze having been awar ded.

In other enbodi nents, 5 however, the quantum of each
renﬁt[ﬂiﬁﬁn\f% wiud. SInfkik itkedrRE the BEzdtre hwhidad sqfuedial aih wecending

Is selected to define the current prize value. That
ordpss, Injtipsg grbodins Yaere dhe arsumi]aied \ahn g origmally gefined as the upper

.det er m,ne ' [ :

prige oo SR Al g Bic B S ek HRinltfing prive
valgsrbiadhigemstacas the eisés o ewadded bequentidky malescesding order.

o S0 B ierRindhs HENBUFBhTo By 1261 PG ! TEgRg: end
oW SHRELIndHI0WRE 19RE1 AT t& AR dnd RIBB e kR &finkd QU@ Prige value. In

gam ng venue) Is able to set the upper "and | ower
alteradtive smibodmoamty, denaceumintatedt taduedie slteraativily set 69 theasppenivalue and the

and m ni rize valuyes to be awarded. t.o r

v R et B 5 SRR e v
basﬁ‘i)rdy%@%r% oG es Pherk afd ) S/af8516 piige Vdl@est@elgtefrom the current
val ue of the wagers regularly nmade at the venue,

f he .
setf themanother att is helestedhiredelinedhe ¢ureenbsetorng a nrive ahiesslspieg drom this

f the r.made at the. 1 that is indicated by
ne){%ﬁg‘tw Hﬁ@ﬁggffﬁﬂ% eé’%‘“ﬁ%ﬁpﬁbzeg%ngrv?but ed to the
ac C Ay bAs@dn i kivepriRnAl Rt fgh $he current set i, iresmoneebddiments, also

any change by the venue operator of the upper and
basedween oud gBOerddm t he default val ues there is a

scal,i n . ] I ubstantively

ret & ] g(%(ﬁ% sgéé}oﬁng 3 tgelg %\t?aﬂa%lgtp ?%?1 V(%l? e%r i ze val ues

bet Wae bBurkdie pripp edluatmedinly pebedsg thetselaction. be

apprecj ated that 20 sone raqundi ng o rize val.ues es

occdfotripeaig 6t1ﬁ?1§§e§;?g9°5‘€m%°?t5’n§g%é rﬁ‘% fegompigd atﬁnLﬁ‘n!g‘ g r
coRhuBfGliSPbeR8E R VARLEIcHERfind RbRHBhSithhdwie awar ded

prize anount. I'n other embodinents the prize )

val Uesilldreapatdcigeditiet Bigniereid highly sehgmatip aad isdntengsd toppgovide the

ven oper ator of .the er...a I .
TSR SBSt A8 b GRS R AR B 1 e
intES LGS My B B CERpBhdnESilvatkated.i B woaldiextnddestoaefrathehe teaching

current prize value, 25 selects another prize value h
heffeimotimt thesesfunetionatities ariddnteragtioppge ablerte e 1 l’n_enmélil 8t er ways.

that prize,val ue ha i . . .
FolBrREeRE T BPHEATS sty g RSP BEPr 6] R s
embBlRednt, 99sdparat@nfiemiha € gracpssor §hElomenad, it prgetpre, the functions of one

values in the current set, and tpe a urrulH%ﬁ ed val ue
or meesiof nTeeaAEADs 7 EBMA R %h%%tﬂ&w OHIQF?? ﬁ&?r SEE T IERESSS ze

val ld%r(% : g& 2? aaﬁéattﬁdm%%%%ce ROWEY Blked 1 BuPY bF &n éRleHRI

to nex efi ne e C

urrent value is alternatively '
com@li@idagiong Bush®, Bethtlese Biseantt Schematidwenraserdatians od gplurality of

B e TR P Qe i S5 5 g R~ v
an@%h@bnah bysideh kded Bsit0ngeLf the upper prize value or

ower prize value, and the increments of the | J
ac c umushatvedn Vigue 1 aemminblagyase raspeatiye ey mashings thagegco-locate

B O e
mfyl B6re BdnUBis - fE6masi feMbnPhirdieedsal litgkell byabpayts 1. Where it is

sél ected as being the |lowest WO

degiogigp 148 Bvqwnu;xﬂmm@t@@@aée use ianadeaf gsiHetHEpdgietyrk of apparatus
| ye. L ths ' i s shown in
1 BB et ERREE s sbARAE LA B o ARt 13,0
Fipdrene Ih bemaembodinaines card|15ds configurgi foalingledetomeunizgtion.
he upper prize value, the current prize value is
al ways sel ected as being the highest remaining prize
value. In this instance, the prizes are awarded

M
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| ower values and all owed thereafter to increnent to

the newly defined current prize value. In alternative
wepiwsdistent s, the accunul ated val ue i s alt er naPCu/al008/000823

set to the upper value and the | ower value and all owed

thereafter to increnent to the newy defined current

prize value. |If processor 8 determnes there are no

avai l abl e prize values to select fromthe current io

set Tedn{184ls 264 KBlcaBPbhysicadl§laeh sl fnQrél@fsion éinbd1end are presented to

current set, and a prize value selected fromthis next .
makethemseagidy acaessible forrgamanband forceontribyg tedhe/sgcipd event engaged in by the

h I ' f i & .
ol B B P BB L LM B s v

pre@éternfinéd betamuaRhessisighatifto taH® Muni/b gbt £ canmpeicatidnsdsis 16. In
15Th t ' | ' di at el ' h )
othgearaeadiBRH Use 1 S B GRISHIB Ty g B O, 10 atfet the required

cofidimidNi &Rt i ons bus 9 for acconmodating the
communi cati on between the various conputing components .
shoBns 16 is alsd linketl [t cdrd 3afopeléawiagepparhias 1k gomeuRidats with terminals

4. Buriibavairarestbe il ABe FopafaTeRE b fS, dagtmunicate with cach
othEM BGE 6&? itnt a)fothraﬁiéi 1968 by eRRRAEGhisinika@ettb dteer?éach terminal and

I nteraction between the conmponents illustrated. It
appacaitid] ewerday.st ood from t he teachi ng herein that

those functionalitjes and. interaction r 1 Q. :
| o erre G b B b TR e el i §10RiB et s
casilyaBQE6B1eMy tebifidal YtaffidTehd estblishmanti Fyr efanpledessae efhbodiments,
iS, in this enbodinent, is separated fro thﬁt of
apnraieeb tades the fpmmel e petwiopkqsrsgeter ard lstlﬁ@‘t?‘{rtﬁg?t gfnwith pther servers
ne_ or : : to be
o ey B RERI00L e PR Eesipfite,
dedipsdkedhban dnBigtraB\upparatus dtinéladés axislay driversn thepfprm of a video
an _external conmunicatiqns _hus 10..thh thse uses oo
cargld TQTPrOMSHIEA YIgH? BYRHE sigHab Hiat gpniaing RjpEp4ap iggicative of the
accglhgﬂ%&i valh&efr so}-r%ge?l%ilﬁ&?@,qhémﬂteé plét%ﬁﬁsiéxgdl hﬁB(Ijxlldé@ Qlﬁtia r%ndica’cive of

f nore ana ue lines - for video and audio - ir
on@oldinbieast thoupree pdzgyidla¢ and thedowaprizhowhvei Forgxpmme,in instances

termnal s are respective gan machi nes. .t h .
e o bt od PR A% TREGRES DRk 06 Soverprie
val¥B theviieb ¥ighfluhclh 8ésHafpingi Rfife sM1@¥Mppdrtprizé vhitgdlict that the gamers
have many nmore than this - fromten to many hundreds -

usihg bdredhalbs/4 aplh havest thet informpierdisplayed 9ehempe FOWSVEY, Hiother

reat er .npnber.s of,. term I i , .
en 5 DTRG0 A Qe s s ncuce
in BBRAIRsumaland¢therdrss arenstdvay frovide theoganom withdrciatlicatien of which

card 15, as shown in Figure 2. |In sone enbodi nents,
of theseivalges ig of sispicl tAle@neHAt Ay EAYRIEME ormuni cati on. WO

2008/, 14 ?%Fsﬂ?&% goqgr%faﬁ%) D8Pdata siééalé ‘Ry Brocessg% R8s 4hd 10. These

are typical'ly physicalTy arrang [ roups or lines
siga#ld afy ropdsesEbt the ctrovitrgked sbtwareayhilablacr Segiatl t© Hroyide the output

~ganmers and to contribute to the saoci al event ed
sigpe) (hgt 1B Uijh PRIBPUCRE SFPRAGAIRY iR & YiEq ALRID ebl Lt ed
| Nt @LLACK H8Vided DOldes RAWTr 4 QudlisErékal 9idep ais?ﬁ@ezoy gnd audio
predetermned conmuni cations signals to a 10 Mits/s
repBaduclor devives indhd fonm dfamplifier 2 hand a plurality of spaced apart speakers 22.
In this embodiment, display 20 includes two large LED displays that are prominently located
within establishment 11 near terminals 4. For larger establishments with a greater number of
terminals, or where the terminals are for other reasons spatially dispersed, display 20 includes
a plurality of spaced apart LED or other displays for best providing all the gamers of

terminals 4 with the desired information about the progress of the central jackpot game in
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5 ot her enbodi ments use is made of an existing

network, such as CM5, to affect the required
WQ 2ihs11#81Chat | ons. Bus 16 is al so |inked tBCT/AU2008/000823

for allow ng apparatus 1 to comunicate with term nals

4. It will be appreciated that terminals 4 in this

enbodi ment. do not communi cat-elswi t h each ot her, but

only with apparatus 1. However, the contmunication
whidk thwseie paabiphetid Paticiady, ke mbﬂ&fn&tﬂﬂie ]].EDSdlﬁpd@ythﬂilews the gamers

In practice, apparatus 1 is Iocated away fro
utilisingipmainals 4 ta sasilyrdeiermirethp grantaofitae %gﬁnlulﬁted value. In this

C [ f

eSS, Hoflal b0 RRE AL B FbeRivitl EuEEA NG one of the upper
pridehalde@nttiod loaen @ﬁmvdieei aigbewhetherdhel acsmvbated ealu¢ sgecramenting

w th other sepvers, corrpu er .e
DR R LR BE el P T LN GOBREADE 1 SNFETRA belRy Npilspoference to
FieSfa®n in Figure 2, apparatus 1 includes a display

river in the form of a video card 17 for providing a

vi dieotioertembodinems|the hED disphayais msbstitdted withiomg or more spaced apart

i ndi cative,of the nul at ed v
plagRb s TS0 PR IY U oL Di G FreliRs kg displey
deviddd] ¢aE Lo RhafiAepart dIE Rivideh & papt&Narpr ad&/@nt‘dgédie W&ﬁ:ﬁb there are

the lower prize value, For exanple, in instances
manm@rramusrmwah@dhv esteldishmente phyhprﬁéh@ﬁ%émréaalbf} are dlstnbuted widely

w1tﬁﬂn3ﬁ %ﬂ@ﬁﬂ%@t\l\q{&g (3 o n%ﬁ% e?l'is' \%ﬁerg Qeﬁﬁ%ali’&# axte%t \c’dl d4@e same

estéb@llshkﬁelﬁuﬁl@n pRatisidhB rgﬁidtﬁf s?epuﬁutm@lspleymmrthé sepdram ésltabhshments

have that infor mat i on di splayed to However
o1 HEhe SR 5 ARUISP B hBROIAE PRORRA G0 i fmers and

allo%jh&ﬁ@g ﬁeﬁf@jmb% r&ﬁﬁrﬁé:‘rlt VR4 H@%ﬁfn%nﬂ Beh yrled wdget. hI@ls also
eo sl fer cues ar ed to provide t
adx@ﬁﬁgeousntds haweendibplaly Qaas asepafatewdroporeht tHaw@rmaiuqe@y logated as that
greater. rel.evance at .an
pro&d@@ PRRinEsmatiAy %ergfgtl galé?xg ﬁ‘ﬁﬁ% ew%nsgégog‘é@rgnal? over prior art
terfi1g® and 10. These signals are processed by the
circuitry and software available on the card to

pr oln atbert dnebadiiments, aiegarate disrday 2@ s nohusadi sThahisolervisyal indication

o O RRRBE Gl LESR LB GOPES S SER fpgt reie

by %’reﬁ@%\%ﬂte@fab@ @a[r@ﬂﬁf?ﬂhb etmireild aeisdibplayddeonf the mreéns of ’che
fier 21 and plurality of spaced apart ia 1
tenzmalss On ifprthen |embedmm‘tmﬂ¢tls mgrle pf bgth 20cpaiete die d'h display on
that are promnently | ocated within
eacbsotfglbq 1P§’E f%ﬁ}/n?}d}ear termnals 4. For |arger o
est Thire 3FEIRE smbbdimentsoriead sot atitatnenale# arelochied latwithin the same

estghﬂg}ggpétg gl“htag {S;n WP%%%% %ﬁ&%ﬁ&?g‘;‘%ggsg %ﬁﬁgﬁ 95(1%? rg%aegéahshments
i %P‘Jﬂ‘%qrmaha&r gdyﬁﬁ @ 3eeliR thd@sth JFaPakSitercalt b2 bA®oard 6,

garn termn 4 wth the desired i nformation
whaihosltespdsrfslwto dhemsrenfent kignalend tlzd avyaid kignel fgaseledting thggerminal to

/ 148171P 0008
? PHERAS| Iaﬁ@rc{egui ﬁ{}]’%ﬁﬂ%‘mﬁtﬁ‘%&ﬂ%?\g@ t%rﬁmél %fylﬁgllﬁﬁﬁtsiata indicative
of Qg SRRk M istRBIIAAE PhS phidabd usthg hal RffinaR (SlréhlﬁZE upon
y determ ne the quantum of the accunulated valu

selecmng lhsteeminelicraglits thetesprctiye gamiagdelapeevindbis emb@dlment circuit 22

erejf B8 b SRR st iR g tergioted OB goming
bal@ﬁ&%“d}ledit@(ﬂb}lf_a'dl&erbﬁ anfutih € NRnknly Rg e1it, onﬁmahd kamearhas decided to cease

downwar dl y his will be descrihed in npre deta{1
thergaming sesein tap éﬁéﬁé)@lapee istgegned in the usual aggiehe [his includes, by
wag%?g)gd Qtascasfgjg%é gl?ﬁlelt%lhé SHO& bﬁﬂfeg@ Whd 28081, the update
I~ nor € space art plasma screens, vid grOJ ectors,
of thelganies s emarteard bgtise teGRIhaly oojlecganres scﬁklrcg ﬂhe paytner!feom a cashier or
devi ces. The use of spaced apart display devices is
particul arly advant ageous where there are
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10 many termnals 4 wthin the establishnent, or where
those termnals 4 are distributed widely within the
w@2edn#sighnent . For those enbodi ments where teP@T/AHRISAH00823

are not all in the same establishnment, then provision
is made for separate displays in the separate
est abl i shnents. The useléof display 20 is

advant ageous as it provides information to the garners
othé"@nﬁ'hlhééﬁﬁ)a%%ﬂ potntd @f thy acd@iigated ot i8 e, tldtlost practical ways
enj oynment "for a given wager. It is also 15
of aé”ﬁweng agulsuption 1ega0Eed Py BICRAMRD i%l9: a separat e
nB%nenat thu n“?ﬂa{ om nently | ocated, as that
roVi dé lgp% rmation to potentlal garners as to
eXtTﬁnbi%flﬂi‘elvhBleoé tHee}ﬂﬁlydﬁ’altSrnﬁnaiver prior art
term nal s. I.n ot her enbod| nents,. a, se ar a% e )
di sHiaxgilanbe, psinhatickes @sing prigket nting deyice ipcated g hedermypal
s @%e%ltltﬂggla @crgdlgbéralorﬁhﬂﬂ@%al]féta bus 16 directly to
term na his signal 1s received 20 by
t heTfaasﬁee&mlm@leymo emfichile desiced SVlthrted:lhmlct@'rfm alkdveing mekch a transfer —
i spl aye he s ens o the er m nal
such 38 00 HESEAL: S IsPhast § P 258540 éle&ogmuéey 5
n each of the [ ndl vi dual term nals.
red%ﬁgtrlgn gﬂraZIQge’?‘ggf%enbodl ments where not all termnals 4

ar eld atbet eacbodimenits, Isugh am@a@@wnegtl?ame 4higaninalsthage cpmgputer

devtégelrs g]B? aésrs;sriiéﬁltaag 5 fflz(gei@ﬁgs 8{%&& ejs't thgtt Lare de%istgfy\ggcag%({ Ig‘xrtﬁl@tembodlment

eachltohiptcr & 4Dt re&d@@é‘hﬂth@te\%p‘éﬂtlkle gZmem. ha rcdm@utem#ure bach linked to
is responsive to the increment signal and th

thesntgrm:t 26 wie teleplaeilings 2he APBIRTUN} OF Hlafihehapghes m%to an internct

er 1 ggs 16It will be appreciated that each term nal
Serﬁ c‘fﬁ S data indicative of a gam ng balance that is

av aSE@Bf 2 hlﬁbv&shfbn@tﬁﬁfﬁbatﬂﬁﬂ Hegwédmattenmeallmw ap@imatigiltto provide the

I I
sam@ﬁpgggr}na‘l,@fe @si it Jggpcghxg rﬁlE&t@HI gn at?tng-ﬁ{weé/le;, ot }ys case, the
del?\?erngt‘ﬁiE%%hﬁat{o%% jpbfahance by the accunul at ed

n ot her e rrents the gam ng bal ance is
cr efi scnk hmbmmeﬁﬂsea@mamnbmmunmafah othweitl terpingls thajare gaming

ganmer has decj to ce t t he

maE]PIQB-T ’{‘ndotﬁP’élﬁélédl?ag axr'eerggag quH%pﬁ%%g}gg Pﬂgtﬁ’%er Thi s
I nehugdeshe RyratdYedty @¥aNiked i (RS, fay it tehdhamg iddein, that server
term nal , ticket prlnted bythetermnal theudate

28 ofill alve aﬁawéhe mvention todecdenfpraedwith termaals that aneﬁe)t@%ﬁepputers

Ki
B T

M8 R Th sBRk Rinbollimdnhe s@venaBis abledo amerant witls ghaegédy wayeof the
nost lgr acti cal vvays of affecting a redenption
celhdepuelspheneiptwerk. garner. is to: Affect a manual
pay L Ah&fse, Shé BAMES Bperat
0y il QS 0, 0 0 L i 1 oo

terfi@dl£4 an‘eQﬁﬁic&ldatﬁltg ih h%ameromchzaice tien emcmtmgmt mbay gre pgedetermined
credit card or online wall

er t

viriogT BPAFIH 9Nk SRR S U TeppackiEh awe&}e%?ﬁg B WWB RO Onoe the
ga%lgnla&?% bishés aS'chl {l)t ﬁ'cﬁan&%lt}{‘ térhﬁhélegy b1y of@aﬁ%hé Hledds, it is possible

one, or a er l'e Con‘gg er -
forrthel gamper tonnlaatea doating sdzqunnce 1oftey t mwem@a phyed gut, and the result
diszggzgql Slz Fﬁehs%geersl r&?‘ﬁ’{‘e tlerr}mﬁlal i eterrmnaletflgrll Ir)]r%lelsdes th%rlgput signal on bus 16
via a further SEI card (not shown). This input signal includes a multi-bit string of
information, including a unique identifier for the terminal, the quantum of the wager placed

upon the gaming sequence that was completed, and the percentage or part of that wager that is
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devi ces such as stand al one desktop conputers that are

renotely located. In this enbodi nent, each conputer is
WQeoshés1I7esi dence of the respective garners. TPEI/AU2008/000823

conputers are each linked to the intenmet 26 via

t el ephone lines 27. Apparatus 1, on the other hand, is

linked to an internet server-PB-via bus 16. 15Server

28 al |l ows communi cati on between termnals 4 and

to RARSA BY Wppakatu® 1P WNénCi@sﬁeBﬁ?véSgﬁﬁﬁerﬁ BiRGith Ofdeblidly @Fayhfgahe terminals,
achi eved by the Figure 1 enbodi ment. However, in th

a steegseof inpet signalyare proyidedthy theFespegitve ! icards apdasseived by card 3.

(k:) g%@ﬂ%qdété%netg t{% {nﬁ%aﬁg?er m%ﬁce ek teygre ]alsogP articipating in an

additiertal Qﬁﬁlpfgﬁﬁlet(ﬁ chante] & thahalﬁeyaerre ehgbtette Iwin Iaow@@t” amount. The two

deskt op uters. 201t w || pre i ated by those
ZATRES 9TP trzsiep r@ﬁﬁy gperated i that he Pf@)&gﬁﬂ.‘ﬁ@ ﬁgﬁlePrnWH%lHa& one of the games
doe%%ro Gffect ?1&’& I'lt) leﬁﬁgl cﬁlﬁlﬂl‘ﬂn g dtﬂé’reé?(tc p}ﬁ'?nsto?arbﬁ the amount contributed
per or e ter at are top conputers,
to winningabejuckpostamdebAsoaiteot tigm the qpantumg)f e wesss fovi théindividual

internet, 3G o pabi | it over, in sone
R A BleyeSon S5 P PecyLeming FRUAS witn
gar RehSenP¥ndPibE, ﬁl&%oﬁ)edelvwe@rmélﬁhmﬁld[&hw61’<the current prize

25Reference 1s again made to Figure 1 and Figure 2. In
valus@s Weﬂieisglafr nm:res popevats eyl the lewerairige yalyee The current prize value is

o AR SRR T e o A By ot

valhi® 6f 1R PPee Qd YeaWaabdGvHiRItHE Adhiued pﬂzmvulﬂ&eis tlod mluﬁmnfh possible
Once the gamer est ablishes a credit balance with t

valpe oﬁihnavlrlze byborearded.vBeviet3 halds s date indicagiye Qﬁ?leé’nfz% values ina
datg g%ﬁ arréesﬁﬁﬁ s 4 ?iﬁ% ltag)tl ﬁlcﬂané{i‘(?%sz.te@grgmﬁﬁfo tﬁt%?ﬁa\ﬁ column headers
meﬁﬁoﬁdﬁl@b@%.eﬂfbtbér dnitediraems additiondhesubsitnied ak altéraatlve column headers
provi des the input signal on bus 16 via a further SR
aredised (not shown). This input signal includes a
mul G, s@ %ﬁd Ey%ﬁémhﬁ‘é 92 QMs'tr%fbd ih Beduréls 'agstép ll'@)‘l ,PeSessor S is
i dent or e term he quant um of the wager
prqglreamadd tpoodd Insdd ganmemgrﬁwm'ﬁ: onthoatd cagke, ©o ﬁﬁeéfn@glory, to load the

datg ; _ur:ﬁ% %pr % en;ig%ﬁe)ggf%g%tsggg sétg E}fs a\?gaugt 8ﬁr§ula¥\@ value to one

of R F)é&tﬁ%&e]valu\éyb?@hé E%??ﬁié’@l@@%ﬂ@ eentedl€card 17 to ensure that this
si mul t aneousl y 133 he termnals, a stream of

deﬁanb atcumiujatad s'alac és yisuallydlesplaypd vpen disaley 20; Vbisgmoush jsslisplayed as
bellnﬁ Q/Yagﬁeaﬁ\)/fetggtl%gp% tgact resentlty | g 1d @@a&ﬂdécf‘% a gamer. For this

garners are

emBadihicht BRtdeRW1HiB thoﬁéldﬁbrizlemaaie gToﬂ tiis g;mm'looéxanipw&m accumulated
in that they are eI|g|

t ! t
e e S S LB L U 5 4 SR STRUDS
W
T
up@AEiEptowand tHeaturrest Ilirh&e valeudnce dnis setbudsdtle gameis rmmﬁlmg: terminals 4.

t he j ackpot  apount tin u the
t he %@@p empe 1{r}qgtst qleffuﬂ %Hjé!#é chachhgﬁe% Oﬂ}ﬂ?’ﬁ e&ed to lie
betWe@M ek ef' T0$2PELLE VR SRRENEnbRIAENR kIS defdult accumulated value is
nenti on ove, nenory device 2 includes data
predatibnnatedvén additireal embodinmentsrthe basinofthe adection afdhg default value

t he e ri ze.val e and ri ze value. The

changes E\%ﬁ'e ?‘icéeﬁfé‘feﬁg “‘1"&0%5 t@afi%fgl\ﬁg?’alﬁﬁe jackpot to be
n eXtTh@‘Wgﬂ@@ flolNEn PN inBich#ee thad btiRedsdr b8, urkitaking the sequential
possi bl e val ue of the prize to be awarded, while the

stemrs b0 Dramd HO3, mdtislly desermynestibe pretipRzovaYe BYe val ue of
th tob
e ) Bl S AP (P SR BB v

%lﬁ A% &efapm tabl e which includes a plurality of
= ab 1es ha\??ng@)col um headers 15 nentioned above. In

ot her enbodi nents additi onal, substituted or
alternative colum headers are used.
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At start up, and as schematically illustrated in
Figure 5 at step 101, processor 5 is programred by
W@ ows/1a’td i n menory device 2, on board cache, POF/AD2098/000823
menory, to load the data table into nenory device 2.
Processor 5 sets, as a default, the accunul ated val ue
to one 20 of the upper prize Mal ue or the | ower prize
val ue, and controls card 17 to ensure that this
def pioht thaCsBdaieeshbiadudatly Sel¥dtiigadnk bf eHesilRYakes PRIy from
di splay 20. This anmpunt is displayed as being the
{PmdL uePnfx}tWherFa@(béﬁbaitlboaitep H3presently available to be
amer or this e t .the default
© hetn Gtk Ssifip SRTGbHe, B8 b rPiRF S0 aby FiedbREHMHHeE e 520,000
and%@ﬂ@@)l r@é}rﬁgtl%@ﬂ/ R d allttheprideSvalidden Yat BE, .di Spliewedid e range
area 31 igure 3 - is initially $10, 000 and ranps
defpngd @w)msd mppqr@ndrl@wrn@lu@ppsartwmaﬂﬁ, ipdhigexampleen = 3 and x =2 and
par t accumul ated val ue ranps upwardly
tho Bk et LRe or e value - once it i set - as

t he garner ScpNanidiee t €r M PALE Ndumber Ot her ment s
t he def aul t ag nmul at ¢d val ue(bi)s randoni régﬁjogait“é‘ 0

| i e bet weenm the upper [and Tower val Ue. IMgi3EDNES
enbodi V\ﬁts thd def aulft dLL,UIILQ' ated—val UeS1$ 57028

pr edet er-red—n—addirt-onat—embotiren ast—s—of
the sel €ction of the (ieLaJeH_t_—iaJ.Jm 30 ham' gg(giowe,n
successilve selections|of the default vkl ual8,339.00 Tpk
Figure 5 flow ghart allso indidates thal p#bbeé8%de 5
by underft aki ng 't he sequential Xteps 102 afiti9,40B08
initially determ nes the current prize val ue by:

Ranpigndlly, e vaheudaen issethorddyto dell entitingvalneodf istshlecdtsbe 1, and
SmfromSi, Sn, gelmn(thatls

the pmigg valug Prm peetecied omy §hom s Indicagive of a 1na1?qz€1§lt#quﬁg%/¥%l3 398.39.
Thiy g}&s tvglg SF& Bﬁ;ﬁg&g& gxrfﬁ) g Rt @Grr&ﬁ%rﬁfe vmlae prize

ues where x ?_ 2 (that is,
stem dtﬁer) embodnnent!; altérhatsvesedief b€ setxampised with eltgrpp@ve numbers of

| ue and the |lo rize va 20,0
prigvsf o e 308! OOk 1ol Ao oRn o oLl gt o of
the%btss'cl“h'af 8, Wisbiie %ﬂb@@ltﬁéﬁgﬁe 2etd bR iRIud S Sarkle ﬂ@ﬂhber of prize
and | ower values. Particularly, in this exanple, n =3

valagsd X = 2 and the prize values in the sets are: Set
Nu Sih él%d I?/ralreg seelcl,\cy&p {'this embodiment such that the sets are selected in a

predetermined order — that is, the order of their numbering — and the lowest prize value in the

current set is selected first to define the current prize value, In other embodiments, both m
and y are randomly or pseudo randomly selected, or selected in a different sequence, whether
that sequence be predetermined or include a random element.

It will be appreciated that while one or both of the upper and lower prize values are in
some embodiments displayed — typically via display 20 — or otherwise communicated to the
gamers, the current prize value is not revealed to ensure the gamers are provided with an
additional entertainment and game of chance.

As the gamers operate the terminals and the respective input signals are provided to
card 3. This is schematically illustrated in Figure 5 at step 104. In some embodiments the
increment is a fixed amount per wager. However, more usually, the increment is in
proportion to the wager to allow the gamer wagering larger amounts to have a greater chance

of being awarded the current prize. The proportion of the wager is usually agreed upon
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between the operator of apparatus 1 and the operator of the gaming establishment. In sorﬁe
embodiments the proportion is also determined, at least in part, by the respective gamers.

Processor 5 is responsive to the increment signal to increment the accumulated value
by the weighting in a direction toward the upper prize value and, hence, toward the current
prize value. This is illustrated in Figure 5 as step 105. In this example the default
accumulated value was the lower prize value — $10,000, as described above — and as such the
increment of the accumulated value will be upwardly toward both the upper prize value of
$20,000 and the current prize value of $13,398.39.

The updated accumulated value is displayed on display 20 to ensure that the gamers
have access to the revised information. The more the gamers play, and the more they wager,
the faster that the accumulated value will increment. An example of display 20 at this stage
of a cycle is illustrated in Figure 3. More particularly, and by way of example only, the
accumulated value is illustrated in area 31 as $12,452.54, while the upward increment of the
accumulated value is indicated by the upward orientation of arrow 32. The upper prize value
is shown in area 33 of display 20, as best shown in Figure 3.

Arrow 32 is provided on display 20 in this embodiment to indicate to the gamers if the
accumulated value is being incremented upwardly or downwardly. As shown in Figure 3,
arrow 32 is pointed upwardly to correspond with the present upward inérements that are
successively being applied to the accumulated value. For other prize values (or sets of prize
values) the accumulated value is incremented downwardly. When that occurs arrow 32 is
downwardly directed.

Processor 7 is responsive to the current prize value — which, as mentioned above is
presently defined as $13,398.39 — and the accumulated value for determining at step 106
when the current prize value is to be awarded. In this embodiment, processor 7 generates the
award signal when the difference between the accumulated value and the current value
changes sign. That is, processor 7, after each change to the accumulated value, determines the
difference between the two values. At the point where the one that was initially larger — in
this case the current prize value — is now the smaller is when the award signal is generated.

The award signal is used by processor 8 as an initiator for a number of actions. The
first action is to determine which of the terminals was the site of the wager that results in the
award signal being generated. This determination is made by reference to the increment
signal, which in turn includes data that was extracted from the corresponding input signal.
With this done, processor 8 communicates with the terminal, via card 3, to credit the balance

by the current prize value. In other embodiments the balance is credited by an amount other
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random element. In still further embodiments the accumulated value is not reset to one of the
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15 is shown in area 33 of display 20, as best shown in
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alternative methods are used.

In the Figure 5 embodiment n = 3 and x = 2. However, in other embodiments
alternative values of n and x are used. For larger gaming establishments with a large number

of EGMs and a large turnover it is usual for n and x to be relatively large. For example, in
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The preferred embodiments of the invention allow these disadvantages to be overcome
by offering more than one jackpot between the upper and lower values. Such jackpots
provide the gamers with the ability to wager on the award of a jackpot notwithstanding that

another of the jackpots may have been only awarded a short time previously. Additionally,
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In other enbodi nents the rules foll owed by processor 5

when determning a prize value is different than that
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For 'exanpre, in”a tour |evel secondary gane, where .
appeciatddeisthionghad dise spreificytianediscussiond widizhg teens gch@s "processing’,

. there are i otal four, hundred prizes .to., b e :
PERSORSINE ﬁylsﬁeg}na’ LW%‘?@ nf:ac@ﬂtél?gs’ t{fﬁ r%:nz?l%lg ot réaﬁ%?ﬁg &k the like, refer
to AfeCATHh ah@8r MRbéiBed & Adoniteriop 36iplitng Hstehnwesintilavictectronic

the garner is nore likely to lgse interest until sucp h
cotnipntingdevite tlat cuaminwate and/ay Gensfargedata oRESEPA B} Physical, such as

assum ng t.hat. it wil I t jsZe
GERHE B hER koMt SRR e B R PSR Fh Rl

usugh lasirRam@iniea kRe fpmaptdcessor may efér tanhy Hetibeor portion of a

accunul ated value is gr&at er thlan about, t he

| f wa
deisi that I9EqoREssh cleroR6 §8iRH108 KT BB RSP R SR epory to ransform

tht M Bnic data i toT&ﬁﬁPélgt%B{@&t:?ﬂf@f? G B2 tnalyMR stored in registers
invention alTow these di sadvantages to be overcone by
of fering nore than one jackpot between the upper and
| ower val ues. Such jackpots provide the ganers with
the ability to wager on the award of a jackpot
notw t hstandi ng that another of the jackpots may have

o I TR . "
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WO 2008/ 148171PCT/ AU2008/ 000823 - 24 - even where use
is made of a progressive jackpot, this is in the
WQRA8M#T1 ve with the regressive jackpot, so tP&I/AU2008/000823
garners are able to influence the return to the
regressi ve jackpot through their gam ng actions, while
still gaining the opportunit32X%0 win the progressive
j ackpot currently being offered. 5A significant
and?&\fﬁéih@?e ofconkipidir of ercaapeingagidiibnet or ascompttitdatform" may
intere of the gamer is maintained due not only to
lnchﬁéompnmﬁwoeﬁssﬁ’f&ckpot val ues, but also due to the

;32453 5&0%{%? &?{Qgﬁl gin dglrs, ﬁ%ﬁ@ gﬁ%dlﬁ{en’v%%rformable by one or

reover
moferpramreﬂhodweﬁmcsnmﬁeﬁﬂeeddbﬂw@im caHed meckinereadable) code
achi eved advant ages t

0 %he opersgor of the 1Etﬁara s carry out
comsHEnE RO PETSHIOBE thehwhemragied O 98° OPEIFT SPW“SQ& y
at lge@? ohd Mgﬁé nﬁ:ﬂ%d@ RMRBEd hBreREt Any probdssPOsphble F e%‘é&ﬁﬁg a set of
require eep an average prize value across a se
mstmctmne(/seqeemﬂabomhemnm) @Mpwlfgmeao@rtob@ﬂ@l@nmg/m@hded Thus, one

ts of t ri ze va avvarded n
ex e e Rk T e B R gt P Rk procesor
mak li‘x?cllgd%tcﬁlremr Rairk 80a €U, ROS &S E6essiBg ﬁﬁlhyallﬂfaqiro @r‘ﬁmmable DSP unit.
aving regard to the I ower prize val ue the up
Th@pnomsml syetemafbither preinshide@ ragBeAFE wt%lr\?&d&@ mpgRAM and/or

a s@ﬁg M]ﬁ \ﬁZorrg{(glgqe eA %Wg ub%&&erﬁ@%ag l%eg?lblége ?cjé lléSm catmg between

the%hﬁ)%néiﬁé Uelts prabékshgtsystemcfarthérahaxiosi dlsaﬂnhtd:nlqirbmssmg system with
ensure that t%e apparatus of the enbodi nents

prqmpsshtsrpoaplyd by.ag@hﬁqargd Igﬁhg)péqceﬁ%wt%{qqggeqﬁ fhisﬂ%y,t silrlgh a display
ri.o Kk be (CRT
0 P T A EPULEI T ot e D

dispRlyUef mbsuah dwaehabliereheirel, tire premsslyg dEﬂl@melsg in¢ludesjan input device

Suc{c’h??té ofngpz{l}ll;%qe g,%lfn:/ ;llg}\/ At %rzr%;{{t H\allt S}Kg’ls ey?;gar ga B&?xﬂng control

de@vRLdads o MGRe 2ardi ¥8DrR! TEE MRS i@ty anAY Betnethb” as used herein,
current prize value is reset, in that pr ocessor 5is
if dles ;fmmsthee:ohtaext el yprlgss @xp]acm]m stoted iopheryise: alseneepngsses a storage

sy R}‘Esﬁ’ é gch 9 ad (% f EHV%B?@WE%%??% g,{{%ecig %%121?% Ipﬁélﬁalons may include

a s6Q bephieRvice, éid%étﬁﬁﬂ@lﬂﬁdrﬁécé ealiées fort d’xem'plmv’ﬁle memory subsystem
advantages to th e@g?ners and the operators. 25Unl

ﬂwp&dudescaaaompmrap bist arerieq rBeiU Il SR1e8 RO TPRHT g aDLe code (for
ex{nﬁ]lolggw : &ué%l ?,t of 1%1sth§ct1 RPteGLA Iﬁéiifcﬁﬁﬁ][g when executed by one

I on ISCUSSIOSUtI I zin

g
or hi%‘%é"’p‘ro%égébrs@@ne o rﬁ@ﬁ&ﬁ‘ ithegthethd gs dusesisidiupreins Nef that when the method
omputi ng ‘cal cul ating",

M ST T N T S T =
ung g%ﬁth{caﬁ st%f%’f{p bt REARURLRTY redide $h tHellRFd @sB.Ur ey dlso reside,

evi ce, that mani pul ate and/ or transf orm
cofhplelely epatdlsst pediatly, \MiﬂymuthaRAM andiomwithio the processar éyring execution

quantities into other simlarl resent
P CqBer DRt T Deth e il EROTRREY il Fhtine
corBLRESSRble caRYer nEddfim korARY coppleLraabailotbden of a
vice that processes electronic data, for exa

f r orfurthgingire; Sccmpliterreadshbe sartier mediHBIBAY T Ma P e fictudes in a

el ectronic da%csl knto other electronic data that, for
COFIPHIFS PEO ST T tored in registers WO

2008h 18 LA NCTABSBRREIsOBOBAS or mBEe processors operate as a standalone device

or may be connected, for example, by being networked to another processor or other

processors. In such a networked deployment, the one or more processors may operate in the

capacity of a server or a user machine in a server-user network environment, or as a peer
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and/or menory. A "conputer” or a "conputing machi ne"

or a "conputing platforn may include one or nore
WQRr@W8a4H0T S. The net hodol ogi es descri bed PEF/alip008/000823

are, in one enbodi nent, performable by one or nore

processors that accept conputer-readable (also called

machi ne-readabl e) code 5 cotZining a set of

i nstructions that when executed by one or nore of the

madHiRE RS Mes-16-BE&ror Abtrittited RANbrIORKIBhmERE THRIAE®S more Processors
descri bed herein. Any processor capable of executin

may &rmod pérsental aempaias(FBeytrblet P& 2 6¢t-top hex (FER) atPlﬁ‘faiongl Digital

Cti e tak i ncl :
Ao SRR FEATC! LR Bbont LR oD RO QR o s o
anyQfifchific ¢HPhElc P L&A & Setﬁﬁﬁﬁstmbﬁms(smueﬂw or btherdBe)thet specify
or npre of a CPU, a graphics processing unit, and a

actignd i kenelser oy thePmaeliige: 10 The processi ng system
fur ' .
0 b 6 BT R A A e s e
the r(mi)ﬁpb&r—lréudhblldﬁddé @liose dmthersiricwil urgle?smndﬁhat rhdmy of the components
conponents. The processing. system fur
desgrikedr3boe atp 15918%{;, gPH@OtQig]t“éﬁ%’ TRV %?‘Sfé b fi‘:‘g‘lfs hggisk of
obs Mrn?%, f?l%tlff&gnlﬁve lc1§p £ q?o‘iJ RERPRI WHilS Mﬁ&%@iﬂg@&ﬂl‘aﬁlﬁﬁe & illustrated, the

such I Splay may be included, for exanple
terra "hlaq]nmd" si’raj/lsaﬂﬁ)l beda]sqml taynqludDynymollgctivat qf@m@hrr@g thay frdividually or

o2 e g T B RSl g S e o

meHéablo s @Buskd RBrch. of an al phanuneric input uni t such
as a Keyboard, a pointing control device such as
mouhbys, anelembodirenof eprle of thermethedesiegeriher dreregp 1s in he form of a

used e
conEEE bl TR RBD bl EhEBEAbLIDE GEOL e imptc
progtadi agieat a¥SHoe Bk Edueibn 88 ode Of Slkradsiovasatni For ddagple, the one or more
processi ng systemin sone_cqonfiguratjons Th
progessarsdbafiee BTt plan dperates forAsCHIAMEILT RW?fﬁ% rafSSE%*u prizes. 1Aus, as
w1198(¥ lrlﬁpgemgt%ﬁ bg)ﬁ%’g@ lsRitled li’f?tl‘%‘%?@ EdbSURRYEIF M M&nt invention may be
es a uter-readabl e carrier nediumt

emB@dlécﬂ esa mﬁmalt et appeeatadiveh @aodepgdial rpua)oaqplbparatg@fmmp@)atus such as

A St AR AR R oo

pro%tnfl1 Eg; EL. :’TJ%ZCS A6 BRAL A8 mNPliB chitRb cviphitet Feadable code

several elenments, for exanple, several
inchtdénesa setof orsttectiony tht mwmlmﬁe&m end & TNPFS|PreqPssopscause a

unl ess specifi al I r .
ProcRsSOn 9 Q}p a?sg%rs ]%18 r6161]‘1’18§ éé:%r'éi}g%zf %Baei\éts oef%éj?rebéht invention
maly A& th® 8drid & d ﬁﬁeth\éﬂtaﬂll dhtiidl§ hEAMasnethbodinnieh) bin elhﬂilely software

rrLgrocessor during execution’ t hereof bg t he conp e% h
gdirmmrnt OI'HTUmeQ @embymaa goltvigregpe daslysre apegs. Furthermore, the

preéeérh%txfetgr% s L&E 3§ dﬁégf&h@er%&@ﬁr(fcﬁ%%rﬁﬁ‘ CQE&Mbﬁ‘t@r program

e CO

prode s eﬁémﬁpﬁéﬁﬂa&a&@ﬂtbta@é niedtlinincansyyn g mrmputezrrrewble program code
i ncludes in a 30 conputer program product. In

emhpfhéﬁiﬁathe\ﬁéedé%odl ments, the one or nore processors
opergt @o f@%k%@trﬂﬁﬁh @d &rreE@\Yedt@/ePQBBﬁ%EQlaanetwork
for exa ei ng networked to another processor

1nté11fadatdeerce mmqﬂffred by intarfseectard3 nad vominvdicdépisospnd hi), While the

the one or ror e pr ocess in t t
cargr ey 0T 4% B ererm R badHh g S P 2 g bap SRBRG iaferm
“cagg&‘ ORI Sho Rl bR Tal@nRE ﬁ{clucMQ sngGe medlum or multiple media (for example,
08/ 148171PCT/ AU2008/ 000 machine in a
a cpetealized opéemlmtedoﬂambmdg lan@/dr arsodialelt ceehes prshpasviers) thplstore the one

one or r r.oces ma ar
or {nfgéj set%‘gﬁggtpg(‘lho% t%gp ¥%1%Bmeglg%rgflglm le%%g %}1 % include any
medindh Hak i \ephisik 3R Etoﬁ{?@‘&mocﬁng ot taityafig b edteyf Iim;ltlﬁctlmsvﬁebexecutlon by
appl i ance, a network router, switch or bridge, or any
machi ne capabl e of executlng a set of instructions

(sequentlal or othermnse) t hat speC|fy 5 actlons to be

M 1. i “Alz o .
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15 program - that are for execution on one or nore
processors. For exanple, the one or nore processors
w0 bas/148121 part of an apparatus for determ ni ngP€T8U2008/000823
award of a set of prizes. Thus, as will be appreciated
by those skilled in the art, enbodi nents of the
present invention may be enbddi-ed as a nethod, an
apparatus such as a special purpose apparatus, an
on@&%@b@ $hept6Eesasts andl eHabcddis@ GRSHielvy nBY S pmafbssOfs ta perform any one or
uter-readable carrier nmedium for exa
movosfihe meipdoloeiss et victi e%ﬁ%@%mnB@HHQBY fgke many forms,
. a fofotel
incf Rt R bR B5ho4 SELFRIPM o RA0RRIE, B Conemisgion media
NofiRlafile modia ifulods s E:Sarﬁpiﬂﬁ@tmalpmg‘e@mhsksr arp}magm@pptlcal disks.

VoA TE R0, A g, SoRect Sral g mc

nalciies eneivdalgyths MW@ comprise a bus
e B e o e Bl o o e comp
subagstelna Tearsapestdmsmediantsh enayoalss takdthe f6rmp o acamstic or light waves, such

o5 s aed Shinsdegp Yir s gnd e i bR aHERs 1% example, the
terﬁlo'%teﬁﬁleﬂﬁl?rg %1%@ a8dRAiAgE UERElteATD ifchided| B@ not be limited to solid-state

conput er - readabl e program code enbodied in the nediu
meTiveies,af cowgrugerpagductiem eqhecben Qm@ﬁlsaﬁdtmweeﬁ mcdie pasgium bearing a

or ‘fp\é garé ﬁc&ln etl\éﬁg{eﬁﬁ?\éi q{yeart?%ag '8&%8 %@8 %ﬁjﬂﬁl %%rocessors and

rep&ehtingd set WhidsGuétiths %t%feﬁleeécwmﬂmpiemmmhmthod ra qarner wave
exenplary enbodi nent to be a single ned

bt ropaseiah U] GHiSEIRble b of LRt PP grOCEIar b iy (D g Fbre processors

di um | il feBFHsEiRlgzRe set of
on Rt T b fiByEdoR dprahaa Pl ot fBREREBES
insBREN@sSInd h@énshiissien mbélutmm aoretwonkedegang a pfopagated signal detectable

i nstructions. term"carrier ned
bybleet o6 PRIRSHSGREE A Y PIRSESSTS LA gaurgngpd 1R ebSE
nh0fid 9. encoding or carrying a set of instructions
or execution by WD 2008/ 148171PCT/ AU2008/ 000823 - .27
- oifewiirbenmrderstdodt thet the siepssiomethadaidisevgsedage perfomeddnane
Qr .nore processors to perf n e Qr f "
emb@time@abg o st o esReies R AR D ¥ piORESng il %, 2 compute
fn%&?%gtlﬁl‘tﬁlcﬁﬁﬁé/— 104 185 cothp@britbadghld Udiden{)d:toﬂeldnn stochge. It will
o, non-volatile nedia, vol ati| e nedi a, F
alsorbenmderstood thatsle imverism-is Bplimited W@@Maﬁw %, dpgglemegfation or
tical tanG @ppropriate
pri g gRrgf v FRGRE D RafrRily yBRApLRRARH PR IT Spprop
tedhidiBs for MPRmenting amﬁmst&mhtymdcraaadmctame”s?hezmammtmn is not limited
cabl es, copper wre and fibre optics, including the
to wiy pastiewlat ProsHFHNEE lanaage 8 PEHYS¥Mansni ssi on
medi RSB EMC 0P arl érﬂlbﬁdlment”
wavgaﬁgéuc gﬁ%oggﬁggﬁgggﬁggquéﬁig radi o wave and
méanb ek egaﬂmnm Camrastoatirooschafasterisiia dpicaibed ineconapgtion with the

‘carrier mediu all acc Y
enptmgl;rggﬂéép 1n5w§1e<5|n B atggasr PIg FR O%oc{nggnt Cﬁﬁ dpr%%f%{t] rfv%atwn Thus,
apBETRIdeE 81 13 Y8 lonP eAME8in@rbadiiedn binboditicns] 1n81ar.ious places
gnetic nedia, a nmedium bearing_a propagated signa

thrimphatt diiik epdvjfication eeesnot opessrdy 8l SEITHE 1 e FMCrFR diment, but
SRR aR e R AR R B s RS g0 tBinbined

angl"safté‘tﬂgnﬁnﬂéro pagatldhesippneht tdehe of atdiearpykiltin least fromehis
rocessor of the one or nore processors and

disaprues dnonger mps eseodghenthst r uct i ons a pr opagat ed
S g ! mplar
and SRR PR R APaCh B ekl SSHeh bPBRomplary
cribRaaat edihsiignaltiodetanus fMaairesofdhe inygstiorare spnetimssgouped
of the one or nore processors and representing the set
of instructions. It will be understood that the steps
of nethods dlscussed are perforned in one enbodlnent

o, o o s o
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Simlarly it should be appreciated that in the above
description of exenplary enbodi nents of the invention,
W@ 20080¢87f eat ures of the invention are soneti nRET/AU2008/000823
grouped WD 2008/148171PCT/ AU2008/ 000823 - 28 -
together in a single enbodi nent, figure, or
description thereof for the p28pose of streanlining
the disclosure and aiding in the understandi ng of one
togBthePRY £5iffle bRBodRidn® Uaukd) e Hédcﬁ?ti@ﬂ?ﬂﬁm for thé purBéd 6fhtreamlining
of disclosure, however, is not to be interpreted as
therdifolasute ang adding in Gatinderstanding of ene pranazedliths eatiqus gnventive aspects.

requjres re features than are. ex ] T -
s S At P Vel®: SRR SRR Bl BN o that e
clalrRAERL EMRINISREEK Indrk Ecdtited Bah afdaprasblly rédmidiin eachodlaim. Rather, as
single foregoi ng di sclosed enbodi nent..

t. Thus, the ) .
thedbHovrngfebaima iritgt imeentise asneelg liods dgss fan &ﬂ%aarf%feﬁ of agipele foregoing
dis%?%deérﬁéq\gdiﬁag&f’ ﬁ%%%ﬁh@ fial %1&%%@8%41&9 DRSSHiR drORereby

W gach cl'ai mst’anding on its own as a separate
exohddinoBmbraedd ihtu this Deteidéd Description, veitinenck claivhistaadingrom its own as
enbodi nents described herein include some but not
a sepaplp embodigentpblbis H¥eN®8d i n ot her enbodi nent s,

co n?hﬁﬁ‘érh@?é Vﬂi‘i]ﬁfs%ﬁfe%ﬁo%dﬁflerﬂé 84268 h28M AR IR ot R not other
ewthin th

meant to e scope of the invention, and .
feahresindiufite ineothereamtimdiinrents, ssonddnations df featuresddidsfiferent apgbodiments

those in the art. For .exanple, in the fall n -
arca S DR iopgg ot BB i Ol bogiments.os would
be ﬁgﬂer%H@Bﬁ fdsOth @S aWO Wlod eRenplodanisd Rudwing eaisis, hiyesf the claimed
addressee” gi ven the benefit of the teach] n(t; her ei n.

embb&mnanteranbe aised wrrayspnbiretion s towdheunderstondtyr ¢ Hdlled addressee
.herein a hagd i nation of elenents of a
gle?Bttlp]eol&enteﬁta?f tggheaﬁlgmgkﬁ eel{T'J.m; nted by a processor of a
C ONMPYHBEMRYS, ts8Me@T tiyermbditments aresdeséritsdrireydings o utethddeor

function. Thus, a processor with the necessar
comietioe o7 SRBORb ! FYIG D BN SHREEHG BPCEr g compute
L L 3 ' WEh Bach
syom By B Y gie8ts oty RS M QhnBRid VIR, Epfoctitt: coessary

inshestsisretcdisie outaficl 6 nethaippaianen 0ba mejtsiddiorms a means for

enbodi nent i s an exanpl e of ns for carryin . .
C&{fﬁi@gpgﬁ%{lei%h(ﬁgqrf eg?rﬁgg o&a r?qgodgﬁg pumere, an Elémﬁ%tr(gegérébed herein of
an%?]aa\?/t?@éﬁ% ﬁgtéﬁ&‘ Embb@inieRY &Ml RBmplebflahifehe $6:1 daplyir@out the function

rein, nunmerous specific details are set
pefformd byHheelearent far thepumdser aftconaingeat therpeaitioent s of

t he . ti . h t d wi t g '
dot 40 s Sesirgionaroriied B, Rt ARSI AR ESA IR However, i
is §1§(fe'r's‘%<|t)d%_f Bt HsbdRehe batrsnhavion ngly Heqreactiebd siithont these specific

det ai in order not to obscure an understan in%1 oL
detafils s Indetherr inganess, well-knowg meshads ndrustuges qyxmtgg-gnq es have not been

ot herwi se.s i fi f : impal i ives
sy o g i G i 58 obfErfuord iRyl G RR acRabROR 0
0bj et useBERin uhltgds chbsvithaiecifiet filer esetofitestrdimobadjedtives "first”,
l'i ke obj.egts are_being referred, to, aqd,@gﬁe n@_%t . t instances
"sgaendhd Brdf oete-nigl desetiba @ eqiRmeR PRicels megely bidicate, gt diffsent ms
offige 'ijgEts%é’ Fding FALEALR, afﬁi 1B 8ht nfHRed &) imply BR8iHeaIbletts so
i'n ranking, or-in any other 30 manner. In the i
desdriedsnizeboin agiven beyudess; pitleritanpdrell gispatiadlyy inoakisg, or in any other
the terms conprising, conprised of or which conprises
mUHN open termthat neans including at |east the
el engRhSLRRABUIGS ahdBile deBérig?itn HRkbin,RAY of¥ 6f Bitérgns comprising,
ot hers. Thus, the term conprising, when used in the
conlpaised of whwhicl corprises is m epqurteme thahmenes ingluding at laastihe

elet:rgegtp/?eag}%gsnt%atofollgxlv,egl?tnnto% e>9c:rluding others. Thus, the term comprising, when

used in the claims, should not be interpreted as being limitative to the means or elements or
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WD 2008/ 148171PCT/ AU2008/ 000823 - 29 - steps listed

thereafter. For exanple, the scope of the expression a
w@ewBa¢sicbnpri sing A and B shoul d not be |im t BAT/AD2008/000823

devi ces consisting only of elenents A and B. Any one

of the terns including or which includes or that

i ncl udes as used herein is a200 an open termthat also

nmeans including at |east the el enments/features that

stegfsQl s'té?l"’!h&ﬂ%@ftérem ekiipl8ahe @é@%le a¢ tH%Qéx@feBﬁblS a devitBusmprising A and B
including i's synonymous wit means conprising

shoWlduent befimitedtte de‘éc%a:@nbté@rg Q¥ @f elemgnignendgBe A58 qn@\f@ ¢he terms
ne B R B RS ehS Yhm f i

mednsfihéledingadichétcid tlomsnivdyaties adillohehe tembthwitexcluding others.
departing fromthe spirit of the invention, and it is
Thyspinstiging ﬁémwuéwlthﬁ?éﬁn%aﬁéﬁﬂéﬁnﬁﬂﬁ modi i cati ons
as ’i‘ﬁ’l}lé \A)fﬁlte t@ﬁ erie%ﬁ QRS BEd mﬁt 4B BER Vel o bé Qle':;%ferred
as given above are nerel
embc&hmeﬁis ra>tf ﬂte meermifonptlhomeshﬂilc&lsntﬂhmﬁrt wﬂyrdnegms%dlat other and further

M TN A N T -
mté(nﬂgﬁ td Q9@ alP E%@ang%s QR§ B8 orsIstedll QFittie iRt seepd 6F the invention.

ods described within the scope of the present
Fori axasptd, emy formulas glwntdbowg hretrmelbfrwmwnéﬂ’ﬁwﬁﬁ prasgdures that may be

cri,bed mnth speci.f I

sl FEngiprayty b afleineackoinit Blods GHBHRS Eid bhertons may be
intdrB@ngbd aliBY hﬁicﬁ&i’m ‘Blcﬁ:ﬂs i Sltegﬁﬂfzi y 8k Ia@aedf@rdmed fdhethods described

2008#148171 CT/ AU2008/ 00082 30 - THE CLAINB
w1tmnhmsmew£|@e| IRAERTINORATARE AS FOLLOWS:

cor BgpE P i g DA kB Lhr AP Wﬁﬂé"‘% Samples i
will BS Resbdinied fHat B thot skilled hetha prahatiusay be: tmtlodigd in many other

menory for storing data indicative of the prize
foripg) ues; 5an input device being responsive to input

signals froma respective plurality of gam ng

termnals for providing an increnent signal; an

i ncrenent device for: accessing the data to define a

current prize value as one of the prize values from

one of the sets; and being responsive to the increnent

signal for incrementing an accumul ated val ue toward

the current prize value; 10a conparator being

responsive to the current prize value and the

accunul ated value for determning if the current prize

value is to be awarded and, if so, generating an award

signal and renoving fromthe one of the sets the prize

val ue corresponding to the current prize value; and

a controller that is responsive to the award signa

for determining if the one of the sets includes at -

| east one remaining prize val ue and:
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15if so, actuating the increnment device to define the

current prize value as one of the at |east one
W(_Deﬂﬁa/llm'lmg prize val ue; and i f not, actuaPCTigU2I98/000823

i ncrenent device to define the current prize value as

one of the prize val ues fr olanot her one of the sets.

2. Apparatus according to claiml1l wherein the data is

THE G A S R G i S N R e R O WPS et hor

the cugrent i ze val ue has been.: def | he .

Do pock PP iy skl 1 SgREPed BubdRP P e where cach
prize i bAdhBel havhereSpdetitb Brifd Val€e, VIdd apparatudl ihclullingi n a range

bet ween an upper prize value and a | ower prize val ue

anemotyefonsivoing datasadicdivedif e prinearaUesi cat i ve of the

SRS P b Sl b s of i

termin@lR b SrokRingd & inecR®AS sigkalf 0 t he upper prize val ue and
the | ower prize value for_actuati t he i ncrenen
devingemeyt defisenorarsesinetbheatpiq dedthg. QErengpTgs g A7 one of the

prize Rfifel HRGnd & hiL 8450 AdYein r\?\%ﬁhgvmg hfbréAntGRMAT o hifrementing
I'S responsive to the award signal for setting the
an accamolaad wflectowatdithetcorrenteprize veluker of t he upper pri ze
val ue or t Qe. 30 | ower prize val ue. \QD
SOOEPABDY DPERFoROBUES BUbE Sutehs prize vale and;the ageurpulpted value for
deternARInS i HhR SulrbntGrBle MaRic WO IR divardi £ANHTs0) dedkratifig an award signal and
responsive to award signal for alternatively setting

removirpefrem ¢heroneanfstie vet the prige vhle gppespopding éo (hel cygreniizeryglue; and

| ower i ze val ue. . . .G OF £l
ahgoirBies 5t faeRasiai e B S RThgihEnd Bt he et
includ®s 4theast BREHAMiSingpEzE edpesid:ve gani ng nachi nes.
9. Apparatus according to any_one of the prec din%
cifabrastudias shmingreancei dewipectostefing et GUFTeRiRIZS Vafus as One of the at least
conput er. ' such as stand al one desktop
mqu%ﬁ%%ég?ggﬁﬂﬁ&%ﬁdlo_ Appar atus according to any or
mﬁ‘fr@t, attiatigg filedaadinegt ddvivers defirer the wuwerd poize e agpne of the prize
the term nals jpclude gam ng machi nes and conput er
valuesfaqmm @aathen re1ofABS 868t us according to claim 9 or claim
10 wherein the conputer devices are

2. Apparatus according to claim 1 wherein the data is also indicative of the sets.

3. Apparatus according to claim 2 wherein the data is indicative of whether the

current prize value has been defined by the respective prize values.

4. Apparatus according to claim 1 wherein the prize values fall within a range
between an upper prize value and a lower prize value and the memory also contains data

indicative of the upper prize value and the lower prize value.

5. Apparatus according to claim 4, wherein the controller is responsive to the upper

prize value and the lower prize value for actuating the increment device to define the current

. prize value.

6. Apparatus according to claim 4 or claim 5 wherein the controller is responsive to
the award signal for setting the accumulated value to one or other of the upper prize value or the

lower prize value.
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linked to the apparatus via web-enabl ed or other

online interfaces. 12. Apparatus according to any one
worooshesipr ecedi ng cl ai nms including a payout deRCT/AULH98000823

is responsive to the increment signal and the award

signal for selecting the terdlimal to which the prize

i s awarded. 1513. Apparatus according to claim 12,

wher ei Apgmaths tesondinglto ¢laich Goderean Gerdontyoler iamrsponrsiep to award

) t he payqut, devi ce, upon | ecti h ] .
signal Gl e SFEaR Sia F0ERg B GP S oo RTAD Bl e fower prize
value.@ccording to claim13 wherein the payout device

ggigltA; t he gami ng bal ance by the accunul at ed val ue.

. Apparatus according to any one of the precedin

c8.ai msAppRrhiyspeRpréingite pmgnedt tﬁ@?ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬂé&}mﬁw gfein on or more of

er sons usi t . ' with a visual indication
the te nﬁ%%r_eé%sgﬁmg‘feaéégahga ﬁgﬁké 16. Apparat us

according to claim15 when dependent upon claim8 or

chai m Apphretueiacedriiag gamynoneaihe peseding clapuawbereinpngrpr more of

establ i shnent, and the displ dri.v is a
the tergpale %%W&%%Ylée%ﬁlﬂ&h%f'l%’{)\?g%l@nﬁg?ﬁiio@ CRRYGF ves an
LED display that is prominently located 25 within the

esh abl WSHIBRL according td dny PRSI UBe pre6alifls biginiOwhtrgindne or more
12 V\henﬁgependent ur%on a}ﬁy of cl ai rrg&.Q tgg 11 wherein

of the tédrmintilsinchle grinirg machinesdad compBtc eNieAs cat i ons
prot ocol between the apparatus and the conputer

devi ces. 2008/.. / ) N .
951 ¢l MR CHEGT R RARAIREER 0 St s
linked¥0 €k Shpatdng i webrenabled opoiher deinefistesfocss. usi ng t he
termnals with a visual indication of one or nore of:
the upper prize value; . .. . .
12.  Apparatus according t0 any one of the preceding claims including a payout device
that is responsive to the increment signal and the award signal for selecting the terminal to which

the prize is awarded.

13.  Apparatus according to claim 12, wherein each terminal includes a gaming
balance and the payout device, upon selecting the terminal, credits the respective gaming

balance.

14.  Apparatus according to claim 13 wherein the payout device credits the gaming

balance by the accumulated value.

15.  Apparatus according to any one of the preceding claims including a display driver

for providing persons using the terminals with a visual indication of the accumulated value.

16.  Apparatus according to claim 15 when dependent upon claim 8 or claim 9
wherein the gaming machines are located in an establishment, and the display driver is a
dedicated hardware and software device that drives an LED display that is prominently located

within the establishment.

17.  Apparatus according to claim 15 when dependent upon any of claims 9 to 11
wherein the display driver is coded into communications protocol between the apparatus and the

computer devices.
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the | ower prize value; and 5whether the accunul ated
value is increnenting toward the upper or the | ower

W@Rr03a481al ue. 19. Apparatus accordi ng t oPER\xU2098/000823
of the preceding clains wherein the conparator is part
of the controller. 20-.32x met hod for determnining

the award of a plurality of sets of prizes where each
p18.ze App&ank asirdingso any @spefetdime 191td 26 whateirethetdniver also
,method 1 ncluding: iofor storing data indicative aof the
providgs pergonsdysipgsthe terminabeyvity aﬁ’é%%ﬂ‘ﬁé%‘:@*émt PG OLP §hal s
f jve plurality of gamng termnals for
p{hgv g?ﬁg_&gﬁ&ﬁﬁtr enment signal; providing an increnent
dideiloeerfoize vabeeasi ng the data to define a current
prize val ue as one of, the prize valyes fromgpone of .
waeGer e acmemueh rpe SREMyBlRG Vel e paRkol g [Qyfeg prize value.
for 15 increnmenting an accumul ated val ue toward the
CYg I enf pPitafR a¥@ridg to any ok MBe HREQIAS cMnd Whéreih the comparator
current prize value and the accunul ated val ue for
is partddtlee ¢eintioHer. i f the current prize value is to be
awarded and, if so, generating an award signal and
r Vi f . '
o espaneag e pARREbEy BRRIRY bF QIR dtics where each
prize i&atlgsdt AP ASHYRIvE prizbealavaheneilpdahcliidingdet er mi ni ng
if the one of .the setﬁ i ncludes at 20 |east one
r Eraiosingglapyindisatjvg efdhgpgze values; ¢ 5o actuating the

'oﬁc—gxﬁg P&pﬁgﬁgét’ ﬂoﬁﬁ%ﬁt%i A&fsi s bR&peLVegIHiralify cﬁ%aﬁﬁ&gglnﬁnﬁﬁlals for

gast one renmi ning prize val ue;
providifig awincreacdntiaitghalg t he i ncrenent device to define the
i ze val ye .as.one of .t

b s B 5B 0 G ) i S Bl i v s
one ofvj\tﬁts ?EE@: 108 58 AVRE theQbtsaark BHi@d fekyorRivesetire itrepichzsgnal for
ere each prize in each set has a respective prize

incremveniting an ehemappled aelus towerl e syTentBrst Valesr storing
dat.a indicative, of the prj ; ' e
B PeEBury Pangswerid Res f Tt Bhd R pooymmutpBE Ao determining if

the cufr@BRRSle Waicak i B warded aghif soggéretatingainsiwiand signawindirergoving from
an increnent signal; 30an increment device for:

the ongedf dhestetsghe REZei¥alne eyTRPRdIRS 1o he FHEFR PEZP YAlUGAY e as

Oggingfresgggsi% {oAfie %’u@lhﬁﬂh%?grfaﬁ P RAEmAing FehSEHSof tROSEts includes at
berng responsive to the i ncrenent signal for
least dniGE@ARIN prizeanlwendrul at ed val ue toward the current
pgtl s%?aé{cgétijneg’ the }/r\igrezncl)cgl%/d:e[\%gél g)lcﬁgl/e t %281%%41 grcl)zsezvsalue as one of the at least
one remaining prize value; and
if not, actuating the increment device to define the current prize value as one of the prize

values from another one of the sets.

21.  Apparatus for determining the award of a plurality of sets of prizes where each
prize in each set has a respective prize value, the apparatus including:

memory for storing data indicative of the prize values;

an input device being responsive to input signals from a respective plurality of gaming
terminals for providing an increment signal;

an increment device for: accessing the data to define a current prize value as one of the
prize values from one of the sets; and being responsive to the increment signal for incrementing

an accumulated value toward the current prize value;
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- 33 - a conparator being responsive to the

current prize value and the accunul ated val ue for
waleqoen#timi ng if the current prize value i s to PEI/AU2008/000823

awarded and, if so, generating an award signal; and

a controller that is responside to the award signa

for determning if the one of the sets includes at

| gashparawr peingeespahsiee tohtht civasnt potze balee antbthicmechnagatei @alue for

current prize value and; 5if so, actyating the .
determpinEwahBREITEY REeBlugat for e e o etalipg p gvanl signal; and
ZE g&nﬁﬁlei) {h|a¥ Eﬁrg%ﬁohﬁ%e YRGS atd ik Rt mitiNg ifBE Sae of the sets

, actuating the increment device to
includdefii laast bixeprdzer vabud thpt haseot béenalcfisedarcthe fcutrend ppize ¥elue and:

val ues from anot her e.of t sets. 22. Met hod for
s v G RGO BHon o e PE it Al gt of the
prizeV\ﬁ 8n BRCTheITitREsekl) ah each set has a respective prize
val ue, the nmethod i'ncluding: storing data jndicative ,
off mohecprating thedherement device th dpfip the SpBeYiDyige valup apape of the prize
si.gnal s,from espective plurality of gamn
valueg %grﬁiaﬁgﬁhgr ?rbq’gfp}ﬁ%tslﬁ%li ng an increnent signal; )
providing an increnent device for: accessing the data

t oo def Mghatl foudetethinhig the awatduef agslurblityorisetsfoftphigespwhere each prize

_ val ues fromone of the sets; apd {Gfeii ng responsive to
in eachiet hag @ resPBAEVeHTERT A2 Heo eimﬁ?‘éﬂ’é‘ﬁ H$ an accumul at ed

;’giok’iﬁ%tdgéé’qﬁ&icétﬁ% FYEd 5iMe Phicge val ue; being responsive

current prize value and the accunul ated val ue,
f beingeésponding tginpht sigralsciiom erespoetivesplvealitieof gamiag fgaminals for
.awarded and, jf so, generating an award signal; and
provigyap ARy MCELRIH 1898t 0 the award signal for deternining

i gfamng B8 iRferhBif de6ice fmaddesiass @k d2f tb datiie Ho@rdt priee value as
value that has not been defined as the current prize

one of/ e peizamalues from oniefof gy, setse aRhbeingrasARNS e dhpimersyf signal for
. to define th rrent. pri .her of the
1ncrerB?r?t121@_g a\l;aﬁcalgg&lia% % ueotﬂ arodfztﬁ% élﬁjl‘é‘h% A% gér:]lgé,

e Sets; if not,
aGidlrkdniivetd MecerBfttpride vhive ahd tibefcbmaulnted valnerfendetermining if
prize value as one of the_ prize val ues from,another

A

the cusrest pfiza Yrbusistie be pwprgedgpdibio §elilf‘6_?tlrtge@tnear"i‘ﬁrﬂ Fiegak frd
avb‘%]é% r?s];]i)o%si%] W e oo Pl ot Sk (féfterﬁﬁﬁiﬁg $f 1A 8RS0 £@E Bets includes at

pri each sét has a“respective prize value, the
least GRDRTARNARIel the Haslhogbeermelefingd dsahe stroerit pyzelwalye and:
| r}f éo? 2(t:t|u21/tiengotfhe tlir?c?errplgrlltzd%vi\ég ltougesﬁne the current prize value as another of the
prize values in the one of the sets; and
if not, actuating the increment device to define the current prize value as one of the prize

values from another one of the sets.

23.  Apparatus for determining the award of a plurality of sets of prizes where each
prize in each set has a respective prize value, the apparatus including:

memory for storing data indicative of the prize values;

an input device being responsive to input signals from a respective plurality of gaming
terminals for providing an increment signal;

an increment device for: accessing the data to define a current set as one of the sets and a
current prize value as one of the prize values from the current set; and being responsive to the

increment signal for incrementing an accumulated value toward the current prize value;
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an input device being responsive to input signals from
a respective plurality of gamng termnals for
w@e@silgiing an i ncrement signal; 30an i ncr enent PABEXU2088/000823
for: accessing the data to define a current set as one
of the sets and a current pﬁ4ze val ue as one of the
prize values fromthe current set; and being
r esqEopEhioebtiog tdsposior ertbntursing prive Yaive anﬂctlhé mwmﬂ@ted\ iwalue for
accu?plated val ue tooward .t he curre

detern3ngB b8 R TPP RSO0 FoBG B areed 0 ir S, &igrifgh B sl stgnal; and
bg| !:&Eroﬁl%ls PRir <¥s%oﬁaﬁvé Rethe divaRIYigril fdrQletamitin @ ifdhé b@rent set
accurmul ated val ue for determining if the current prize
includustieast end wridsevabivecthetdus antheenfdefned acthe FETIH §rian V@Hﬁ ped:
l.gna I t
90 e B SRR Rt BRI S ghnr ot e

pmze\}amésqlqlgfe@hehmstanane prize val ue that has not been
defined as the current_ prize value and: 5if so,

aﬁmampmtlmgw@ellmereﬁ@rﬂevwew defineghe evrrend S¢tis appthpief the sets and to
deﬁner%f}? fz;l%ﬁ?vn Fe ézﬁuéigs%r{%ec{f tﬁ% pltlﬂaeva%és%rﬂ fleWesrehiset.he

, actuating the i1ncrement
device to deflne the current set as another of the _
sg4s aMttlicd fdefiétaenining thel awendtofpmlmhtya}f@etsﬁ poifes where each prize

the prize values fro rr 24.
in each/é?"ﬁ@él afr@ﬁpeg}g{e@rﬁpp{p% {[]‘ MIBC m§ plurality of
S%ﬁngﬁatﬁﬁﬁcﬁ@ﬁw\é‘%ﬂ}%ﬁ%hfaﬁfebze 0 in each set has a
respective prize val ue, the net hod i ncl udin storing
dhtiag mponsave wenplft signelsyfran e respeefisg: plurality ofigamipg terminals for
onS|ve put signals froma respective
PTOVI‘{W% %Wf%}n% ﬂ? ng termnals for providing an

g'ﬁn fcem@dnt device for: accRésing ttle dataan defiver secrernt set as one of the
deV| ce accessing the data to define a current bset
sets amba om‘eertbﬁ)rlwéallga%@t%Oféh%iP%\ZQ:Yﬂl’t‘eérffO% theQurient 355 204 bgine

respoQSé%eptgﬁE%) Tncf ?%1 gﬁfﬁ f{nr &%}e‘rﬁk%ulﬁg Egunﬁﬁéted 2Nde BRI the current

Increnent s for |ncrenent|ng an
pnzeaggynulated value toward the current prize val ue;

bei ng respaonsive to the current |ze val.ue anﬁl'i thxedetermmmglf

2 e URIFHORH VY 9 e CRBPILREZEY PR AR HerECefRuERd Y
the ou\fl%hy}g?iesvatl% gg%ﬁé!‘%%gd ol it ddf g&fbratﬁl%rh%reﬂxfdr@ gigasl; amar d

eing responsive to the award signal for
d@éﬂhl’gn‘bsplongve fo thhewerd sigml foratetarmining fsheeurreny Set ipgiades at least

one p’ﬂ% ‘E@J% aﬁlgast hggeet}la(feﬁrr]lg been dely pr}lez% Vafielal§, current

if so, actuating the increment device to define the current prize value as another of the

prize values in the current set; and
if not, actuating the increment device to define the current set as another of the sets and to

define the current prize value as one of the prize values from the current set.

25.  Apparatus for determining the award of a plurality of prizes having respective
prize values that define a set of prize values, where the prize values in the set are greater than or
equal to a lower prize value and less than or equal to an upper prize value, the apparatus
including:

memory for storing data indicative of the prize values;

an input device being responsive to input signals from a respective plurality of gaming

terminals for providing an increment signal;
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if so, actuating the increment device to define the
current prize value as another of the prize values in

WO h@saesi7ent set; and i f not, actuatP@AURS/000823
increment device to define the current set as another
of the sets and to 25 define3X+he current prize val ue
as one of the prize values fromthe current set.

2 indppshatieidcd for acesdngribeimenortydo defimaa ofrrent ptize wilir¢ s one of
of prizes, having_ respective prjze val ues, t define a
the prigavalyes inrthe @t@ag Beigg TGHRenEve ‘i%éi‘?) F}Cﬁeén‘%}‘gﬂgegﬁﬁtorulricr?é‘l@é‘f‘g an
GbEr phife allOWR tRNGWE: prleyanRNd
accum]ﬁgagescﬁt;aﬁge%t%gwﬁ H]eglllijka&t? g an 8 p p%r 2 prize val ue,ﬁ&?“lﬁe
appampdraer being uekpnosiva®rberomyerft prize vane and thetagcumulated value for
i.ndi cative of the I ze val ues; .o.aN_1 nput ' . ,
detern gt e pBAY BEer B T e Gnassene s nepRifbe i fit signal; and
Pl Bédtditey tHat iste§Ponsive & e Rdasd iBhal P6r0¢lediingly abtuating the increment
increment signal; WD 2008/148171PCT/ AU2008/ 000823 -
device3® define the carrentpizsriaiie ajeupiber ¢usyolibe pezd yrluashe theesshr v
to define a current prize value as one of the prize

val ues,in the set ' I, V. . th d
B B SRR S oy g e av
signal toM@dtenmniag of thefeds uplpsst ope prise vathiein thesettybetol tovasvarded and:

ri ze val ue;  a_conparator, being responsjye to the .

D s o S e W e B el 1 ffprize vave as
anoth&%ﬂlgéﬂé{ég}%e'\faﬁeg% GULEERtq Prize value is to be

awar de nd, i

SO, genérating an award signal; and .
aifahet iohdteseldohiatlyi sstuntsptesharement devisedodefinasthg gairent prize value
for a2e| ctivelﬂ% act yat.i ng the i ncrenent device to

as a PRHEF Y @gﬂ@age Bkt ObPIi5%Y4WiSue as anot her one of the
prize values in the set. 26. Apparatus according

t 27.‘3' aiAPpgran¥iRbstiheltbelaeansahdrelh theinteapandiwes detects the another
the award signal for determining if there is at |ea

t ..
one ofithe ppiré yduesioutsting therrarrsat pryzstvalus mrdosiy fenay thermgt exglpfing the one
fth there is, selectively actuating the increnment device
of thepniz§ &pMES the current prize value as another one of
the prize values in the set; and if there is not,
seBect iApphiatacicoaidinpgo tchimi 23owlereintthaimeienent devded jebests the another

the current prize value as a prize value froma r
one o5e pype ﬁ@lpﬁfet%mﬁue ghe current P“Zﬁ‘g"fl.lu%ﬁg?t&’f & VA "fﬁ%fﬁ%an the one of
the priz@ v%h@s,%%éh WL &L e dciRueRRINalge Vi ce sel ects the

anot her one of the prize values to define the

current prize value randomy fromthe set, excludjng
t B8. one\pparatiseacpeiding toalai@s5 wherein thgincygment deyige increments the

di t l.ai m25 wh ' ' i .
oo B e v B RE ot RIS BbE AR Bhor B oB e prize values 0
deﬁnc{ ’Jri]i% cOHERGHze Ralve Qs Vidk BEz@salid) athap thanehy ahelef theptiee values, which is

an the one of the prize values, which is closest to
next grémerdbenthelagewduiatedyelue2029. Appar at us according to

claim 25 wherein the i ncrenent device increnents the

zéﬁggylsﬁﬂ{pﬁgaﬂsaelcld R chitn ¥ WRASH tRE ik fen@t Wvid@hcrements the

e anot her one of the prize values to define,
accurfillgted wratue néwapdithelovar pezasaluhand wldotsethe anether anetpd the prize values to

than th th i I which i t . I
deﬁn@ﬂg;pgpgtt;}%%% vlg aéglazﬁ E?I{}égyéﬁe,\l';)gﬁqi é}_lanl thd oh& o' prize values, which is

next less than the accumulated value.

31.  Method for determining the award of a plurality of prizes having respective prize

values that define a set of prize values, where the prize values in the set are greater than or equal
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30. Apparatus according to claim25 wherein the
i ncrenment device increnents the 25 accunul ated val ue
wo omangBithe | ower prize val ue and sel ects the BEDAN2008/000823

one of the prize values to define the current prize

val ue as that prize val ue, oiter than the one of the

prize values, which is next |ess than the accunul at ed
to a lowal peze valn® R008¢stH81FrldeUal talsr0PRLINDTR23lue, e methed mcluding the
| ower prize value and | ess than or equal to an upper

stePS Y j ze val ue, the method including the steps of:

S4t8fih PGt AldRcdive o€ BloipiRcabluelie prize val ues; being
responsive to input signals froma respective | ,
pbeingirdspynsise tgangigignals fjoma p sespestiveg phyralityfiggming terminals for
. J.ncr enen | gnal,; accessing the data with an increnent
prov1da%?rb1é101ie§)ne§lceggﬁael, a current prize value as one of the
Phdcessinethy @ataiwitl Aeinsainient devicdiei define espoast prizetvolue ke one of the
~ increnment signal for increnenting an accunul ated val ue
prize yabugsrig therfét:of t he upper prize value and the | ower
PhL; ot . QRS YLIncRndREinS Uh bRt Qalue toward
vé1&%“éﬁ%ﬂﬁﬁgbg@%gﬁﬁwgﬁggggalueu#or de?grnining if the
one oftte upper ppizé zelue ahd theilewtioprioee valwer ded and, if so,
generating,an award signal; .and bei,ng .t nsjve .. .
t BeIPRECSRORY ¥ i R ey ?)}‘%%V@B? PRy ag%%l&fﬁ%ﬂ AR gON delGimining if
the cubefif lﬁ[ﬁ%%hféqy [ FBe S ParEd bt it 38 g SHetdtRBlan PR aELsi¥AdlgndRs
another one of the prize values in the set. ,
being responsive to the award signal for selectively actuating the increment device to

define the current prize value as another one of the prize values in the set.



