A method for preparing tapered-block copol yrers which are particularly
useful for blend conponents in blends with polyners of styrene. 1In the
first enmbodi nent of this . invention the copolyners are prepared in a

pol ynmeri zation process by sequentiallygzharging: (1) an initiator and
nmonovi nyl aromati c nononmers in the presence of a random zer; (2) an
knitiator and nonovi nyl aromatic nononers; (3) a m xture of
monovi nyl aromatic and conj ugat ed ABSARA®Ioners; and (4) a coupling agent;
to produce -a- pol ynodal tapered bl ock copolyner. In a second enbodi nent of
t'he invention tapered bl ock copolymers are prepared in a polynerization
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nmonovi nyl aromati ¢ nononers; coONTUEATED PieRgovi nyl aromati c and
conj ugat ed di ene nononers; (4) a mxture of nonovinyl aromatic and

conj ugat ed di ene nononers; and (5) a coupling agent; to produce a pol ynodal. -
t apered bl ock copol ynmer. The invention copolynmers and bl ends of the

i nvention copolyners with polynmers of styrene are particularly useful for
applications such as packagi ng and food or drink containers which require

transparency, |ow bl ueness, .col orl essness, good inpact strength and
ductility. .

A method for preparing cape:ed.block copolymers which are
pazticularly use;ul Eor blend components in Blends with polymers of
styrene. In the £lrst embodiment of this anenﬁien the copolymers ars
prepared in a polymerization procesé by sequencially charzing: (1)} an
initiator and monovinylaromatic monomers in .the presence of a
randomizer; (2) an initiator and mcnovin&laramatic monomars; (3) a
mixture of monovinylaromatic and conjugatad diene monomers; and (4) a
coupling agent' to produce a polymo&el teoé red block copolyme In a
second embcdiment of the invention tapered block cooolymers»are prepazed
in a polymerization process by sequeatislly charging: (1) an xnitxator
and monovinyiAromatic monomers in tﬁe p;ésence of a randomizer} (2) an
.initiatoé and monavinylaromatic monomers; (3) a mixture of
monovinylaromatic and conjugated diene monomers; (6) & mi#ture of
monavinylaromatic and conjugated &iene monomers; and .(5) & coupling
agent; to prodﬁce a polymodal taperéd block copolymer. The invention
copolymers and blends of the inventlon copolymers with polymers of
;tyrene ers particulerly useful for applications such as packaging and
food or drink containervs which reqﬁire transparency, low blueness,

colorlessness, gocd impact strength and ductilicy.



