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& (57) Abstract: This invention is a method for reducing the total acid number of organic acid containing petroleum oil comprising

=

forming a water-in-oil emulsion comprising an aqueous Group IIA metal hydroxide solution or slurry in a hydrocarbon oil, said
water-in-oil emulsion having an aqueous droplet particle size diameter of from 1 to 25y, adding the water-in-oil emulsion to the
organic acid containing petroleum oil and permitting the mixture to stand for a time sufficient to permit the neutralization of the
organic acids in the petroleum oil.



