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Service consumption network element

Service communication proxy

First network element

Service production network element

Step 801: first service request message (first client credentials assertion)

Step 802: fourth service request message (first client credentials asseriion)

Step 803: the first network element authenticates the service consumption network element according to the first
client credentials assertion

Step 804: response message for the fourth service request message

Il Step 805 fifth service request message (first client credentials assertion)

JJ Step 806 the service production network element authenticates the service consumption network element
according to the first client credentials assertion

Step 807: response message for the fifth service request message

Step 808: response message for the first service request message

(57) Abstract: A communication method and apparatus. The method can be applied to an indirect communication scenario. The method
comprises: a service consumption network element sending a first service request message to a service communication proxy, and
the service consumption network element receiving, from the service communication proxy, a response message for the first service
request message. The first service request message is used for requesting a first service from a service production network element,
the first service request message comprises a first client credentials assertion (CCA), the first client credentials assertion comprises a
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first network function type and a second network function type, the first network function type is a network function type of the service
production network element, the second network function type is a network function type of a network element which provides a second
service, and the second service is associated with the first service. By means of the method, it can be ensured that when a service
consumption network element requests a service from a service production network element by means of a service communication
proxy, the problem of a service request failure caused by a CCA only including a network function type of the service production
network element is avoided.
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