A process for. expandi ng tqbacco is prow ded whi ch enpl oys carbon di oxi de

1gds.~ Tobacco tenperature and OV content are adjusted prior_to cont
t he tobacco with carbon dioxide gas. A thernedynam c pat hmg,sft,qrh-mmstm

during inpregnation which allows a controlled amount of }he cariroeodi oxi de

gas to condense on the tobacco. This liquid carbon di oxi-de-evaperates—

during depressurization hel ping to cool the tobacco bed uniformy. After

i mpregnati on,

t he tobacco nmay be expanded4d rmedi ately or kept at or bel ow

its post-vent tenperature in a dry atnosphere for subsequent expansion.
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ABSTRACT
ROCE OR IMPREGNATION AND EXPANSION OF TOBACCO

A process for expanding tobacco is provided which
employsICarbon dioxide gas. Tobacco temperature and OV
content are'adeSted.prior~to contacting ‘the tobacco with
carbon dioxide gas. A thermodynamic path is followed
during impregmation which allowé a controlled amount of
the carbon dioxide gas to condense on the tobacco. This
liquid carbon dioxide .evaporates during depressurization
helping to cool.the tobacco bed uniformly. After

impregnation, the tobacco may be expanded immediately or

kept at or below its post-vent temperature in a dry

atmosphere for subsequent expansion.
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