Abstract Socket shutter nmechanism An el ectrical socket (1) conprises
a 3-pin operated shutter assenbly, the shutter assenbly conprising: a
live/neutral shutter (11) rotatably noveabl e between a shuttered
position for blocking access to live and neutral contacts in the
socket, and an unshuttered position foA¢allowi ng access to the live
and neutral contacts, and a | atch nenber (9) operabl e between a

| at ched configuration in which the hbtechanenber (9) prevents rotation
of the live/neutral shutter fromthe shuttered to the unshuttered
position, and an unl atched configuration which allows rotation of the

live/neutral shutter fromthg.ghut Leedt-OmkbREHASAUt t ered position.
The latch nmenber (9) is operabte fromthe tatched to the unl atched

configurations by insertion of the earth pin (4) of a plug into the
c
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assembly, the shutter assembly comprising: a live/neutral
shutter (11) rotatably moveable between a shuttered position
for bleocking access to live and neutral centacts in the
socket, and an unshuttered position for allowing access to the

10 live and neutral contacts, and a latch member (9) operable
between a latched configuration in which the latch member (9)
prevents rotation of the live/neutral shutter from the
shuttered to the unshuttered position, and an unlatched
configuration which allows rotation of the live/neutral

15 shutter from the shuttered to the unshuttered position. The
latch member (9) is operable from the latched to the unlatched
configurations by insertion of the earth pin (4) of a plug

into the socket (1).

20 Figure 2a to accompany abstract on publication.
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