Abstract of the D sclosure METHOD FOR PRODUCI NG

2- HYDROXY- 4- METHYLTHI OBUTANO C ACID Disclosed is a nethod for produc
2- hydr oxy-4- met hyl t hi obutanoic acid by the followi ng steps (1)-(4):
step for hydrolyzing 2-hydroxy-4- nethylthiobutyronitrile in the presence
of sulfuric acid; (2) a step for separating the reaction m xture obta
in the step (1) into an oil |ayer containing 2-hydroxy-4-

met hyl t hi obut anoic acid and a water layer; (3) a step for concentrati

the oil layer obtained in thestep-f 20t ane p{L1a8sstep for thermally
treating the concentrate obtained in the step (3).
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METHOD FOR PRODUCING 2-HYDROXY-4-METHYLTHIOBUTANOIC ACID

Discloged 1is a method for producing 2-hydroxy-4-
methylthiobutanoic acid by the following steps (1)-(4}):
(1) a step for hydrolyzing 2-hydroxy-4-
methylthiobutyronitrile in the presence of sulfuric acid;
(2) a step for separating the reaction mixture obtained in
the step (1) into an o©0il layer containing 2-hydroxy-4-
methylthiobutancic acid and a water layer; (3) a step for
concentrating the oil layer obtained in the step (2); and
(4) a step for thermally treating the concentrate obtained

in the step (3).
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