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(57) Abstract: A method is provided which releases and retrieves an opposed 
slip downhole tool (10) by reducing the compressive forces on the sealing ele­
ments (42) prior to unsetting the slip assemblies (20, 60). Further, the method 
does so without damaging the slip assemblies. The method provides for the re­
trieval of the entire downhole tool including all of its component parts, requir­
ing but a single trip within the wellbore. When the tool is to be retrieved, the 
sealing element is disengaged from the casing by relaxing the compression 
forces on the sealing element. Then the slip assemblies are disengaged from 
the casing such that the slip assemblies are no longer in gripping engagement 
with the casing. The tool is then retrieved from the wellbore. The step of dis­
engaging the sealing assembly can be performed by radially contracting the 
sealing element with or without longitudinally expanding the sealing element. 

F1G.2B 



WO 2011/075247 A3 
SM, TR), OAPI (BF, BJ, CF, CG, CI, CM, GA, GN, GQ, (88) Date of publication of the international search report: 
GW, ML, MR, NE, SN, TD, TG). 17 November 2011 

Published: 
— with international search report (Art. 21(3)) 


