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Field of the Invention This invention relates to the installatioqgﬁ%yu 10pY
mol ding with a divider track. This instaHIation met hod i s particulfarl '
useful in the installation of [am nate flooring. 2. Description of the
Rel ated Art Commercially available |amnate flooring generally includes a
wear surface glued to a substrate. The wear surface generally is high-wear
resi stant decorative |lam nate. The substrate generally is fiber board or
particle board. Each piece of |am nate flooring generally has a groove

al ong one end and one side suitable for joining wth a tongue al ong one
side or end of an adjacent piece of lamnate flooring. Lam nate flooring is
commercially installed over a pad. Al um numdivider tracks are
commercially used for the installation of flexible nolding, such as vinyl

nol ding. This includes the installation of expansion and transition

nol di ng, end caps and reducer strips. Divider tracks are affixed to a fl oor
and a rib on the back of flexible nolding is interlocked between a pair of

- flanges extending fromthe
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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
1. Eield of the invention

This invention refates to-the installation of molding with a divider track. This installation
method is particularly useful in the instailation of laminate flooring.

_2. Description of the Related Art

~ Commercially available laminate flooring generally inciudes a wear surface giued to a

i "7 substrate. The wear surface generally is high-wear resistant decorative laminate. The

"i substrate generally is fiber board or particle board. Each piece of laminate flooring

i. generally has a groove along one end and one side suitable for joining with a tongue

’ along one side or end of an adjacent piece of laminate flooring. Laminate fiooring is
commercially installed over a pad.

Aluminum divider tracks are commercially used for the installation of flexibie molding,
such as vinyl. molding. This includes the instaliation of expansion and transition
moiding, end caps and reducer strips. Divider tracks are affixed to a floor and a rib on
the back of flexible moiding is interiocked between a pair of ﬂanges' extending from the
front of the divider track. Serrations extending along the rib and the interior surfaces of
the flanges interlock for resisting the removal of the rib from the flanges. Molding can
be installed by interéennecting it with a divider track without penetrating its decorative
front surface with fastening means or otherwise blemishing it.

There is a need in the installation of moiding for securely affixing the molding without
blemishing its decorative front surface. In the installation of laminate flooring, there is a
need for molding covered with laminate that matches the pattern of the laminate
flooring and wood molding that coordinates with the pattern on the laminate flooring.

There is a need for a method of installing laminate covered and wood moiding that does
not blemish its decorative from surtace.



front of the divider track. Serrations extending along the rib and the

I nt:eri or surfaces of the flanges interlock for resisting the renoval of the
rib fromthe flanges. Ml ding can be installed by interconnecting it with a
di vider track without penetrating its de oratlve front surface with
fasteni ng means or ot herw se bl em shing There is a need in the

I nstallati on of nolding for.- securely aff|X|ng t he nol di ng wi t hout

bl em shing its decorative front surface. In the installation of |an nate
flooring, there is a need for nolding covered with |am nate that natches
the pattern of the lam nate flooring and wood nol di ng that coordinates with
the pattern on the lamnate flooring. There is a need for a nethod of

installing | am na?mwm ng that does not blemsh its

decorative front » 2

3. SUMVARY OF THE I NVENTION:- It has now been di scovered that a divider
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surface. The moldiry. rear surface has a planar central portion and a planar
fl ange portion. The fl ange portion i ntersects the decorative front face of

t he nol di ng a e-flange poriion.a nt ersect shou der hat
ext ends from ;Fq %ﬁggmﬁ’épﬁ flagring ] agpgr#ef:grap}(l%% Pgﬁ‘éﬂacﬁl gB‘gB r 198671
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of the nol di nangefpartion intersdots fhe dedbrative front fabe oftha Mmdiding Bf itédgeo THeolang®
the planar regpnigh aidd fttSsbts 4t §dtlider that extends from the planar central portion to the

pianar flange portion. The shouider extend at a 'right angle from the planar central and
flange portion of the molding.

A pair of kerfs cut are in the planar central portion of the planar rear surface and extend
along the molding for joining the molding in a friction fit on a pair of spaced apart
flanges extending at a right angle from the front surface of a divider track. The depth of
the kerf cuts is about the thickness of laminate flooring and the distance from the planar
central portion to the planar flange portion is less than the thickness of laminate flooring
whereby the planar flange portion of the moiding wiil be seated on- the planar front
surface of the laminate flooring when the moiding is seated on a divider track. The
kerfs have side walls that extend at right angles from the pianar central portion of the
back surface of the molding. The kerfs have widths of about two thousandths of an

inch less than the widths of flanges extending from the front of a divider track on which
the molding is to be seated.

The molding can be wood or laminate wrapped particleboard, wood or extruded plastic.



along the nolding for joihing the nolding in a friction.fit on a pair of
spaced’'apart flanges extending at a right angle fromthe front surface of a
di vi der -track. The depth of "'the kerf cuts is about the thickness of

| ami nate flooring and the distance fromthe planar central portion to the
pl anar flange portion is |less than the tRickness of |am nate flooring
whereby the planar flange portion of the nolding will be seated on the

pl anar front surface of.the |am nate fl ooring when the nolding is seated on
a divider track. The kerfs have side walls that extend at right angles from
the planar central portion of the back surface of the nolding. The kerfs
have wi dths of about two thousandths of an i nch less than the w dt hs of

fl anges exten |ng fr VINo ack on which the nolding is
to be seated. 7 The™ Yttt e wr apped particl eboard,
wood or extruded plastic. 4. . BRI EF DESCRI PTI ON OF THE
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DESCRI PTI ON OF THE I NVENTI ON  The use of kerfs (16) cut in a planar back

surface (15) o rmb_ﬂggj@ﬁgmn | mol ding for |amnate
flooring is shown on the Figure. Kerfs cut 1n the planar back of
expansi on nDIdlng provides a friction fit between the nolding and fl ange

(25) on an al uentsf af ke (18) rag iin @oplanay, backcsiriacy (19) ef moidivg (1)nfgr insia qllng
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Mol di ng can a 9% %&9 ?%3‘&'"‘&'&8‘? gV

pattem This e%(ﬁeﬂi‘é@%fﬁﬁ%J ding has kerfs cut into its planar back side.
These kerfs

The expansion molding shown on the Figure is Iaminate wrapped fiberboard. Laminate
can be bonded to other substrates, such as particleboard, wood or extruded plastic, for
making moiding. Molding can also be wood that coordinates with the laminate flooring,
pattern. This expansion molding has kerfs cut into its planar back side. These kerfs
have side walls that extend at a right angles from a planar back surface of the
expansion molding. These kerfs having widths for providing a friction fit with flanges on
a divider track. A kerf that is about two thousandths of an inch less in width than the
width of flanges extending from the front of a divider track has been found suitable for
providing a secure, friction fit between the molding and the divider track. It has also
been found that the planar back surface of the moiding should not contact the front
surface of the divider track when the molding is seated on the divider track.

The molding has a decorative front surface (11) and planar rear surface (15). The
planar rear surface (15) has a planar central portion (17) and at least one planar flange
portion (18). The kerfs (16) are cut in the planar central portion (17). The planar rear
surface (15) of expansion molding has two planar flange portions (18). These flange
portions (18) intersect the decorative front face (11) of the transition molding at the
edge of the molding (1) and shoulders (19) that extend from the pianar central portion
(17) to the planar flange portions (18). The shoulders (19) extend at right angles from .
the planar central (17) and flange portions (18) of the transition molding.



have side walls that extend at a right angles froma planar back surface of
t he expansi on nol ding. These kerfs having widths for providing a friction
fit with flanges on a divider track. A kerf that is about two thousandths
of an inch less in width than the width gf flanges extending fromthe front
of a-‘divider track has been found suitabl® for providing a secure, friction
fit between the nolding and the divider track. It has al so been found that
t he pl anar back surface of the nolding should not contact the front surface
of the divider track when the nolding is seated on the divider track. The
nol di ng has a decorative front surface (11) and planar rear surface (15).
The planar rear surface (15) has a planar central portion (17) and at | east

one planar fl e _porti.on 8 The kerfs 6) are cut in the nar
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mol di n a . fr
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angl es fromt h%t FéﬁﬂFa%«ﬂ?Pf'ﬁq? op Poth sides ¢f the qividas track waep thp tragsitigramolding is
transiti on nol séated on the divider track. Other moiding, such as end cap and reducer strip molding,

I't has been fowifthrly'Rdvel i Slafronnge o&rantfbﬁsé%tﬁgadn IafiHaté Hodtigt drPBnd dide of O
t he pl anar fla‘?ﬂedi\ﬁ%tt}a%? (18) should be less than the thickness of
| ami nate flooring. e Kerfs (16) should be cut to depth of about the

thi ckness of lamnate flooring. Thereby, the planar flange portions (18) of
the transiti onAnmidefitanges [((28)eexterd ‘etright drigespiramahe firontblanar Sartee (2f1) bhen
ol i ng i 5 Seat o agd SRt hAde e 121 PYAE Sefrisne!(P5lex R WoR] thé irgtor
reducer strip M fcfiﬁ%"é%ac% Iok ¥Qﬁ1_ﬁ§n%§%§8ne P2 Ahe eP‘F%(%&@ B‘gﬁiq%ﬁs f?ﬁteéggﬁﬁﬁg
on | ani nate f| BW¥idehgach tomsesatinnsdid ima friition dié of theaipansion magiding fonfthe ieipider
(25) extend at tratight angles fromthe front planar surface (21) of an

el ongated al um num divider track (2), Figure. Serrations (26) extend al ong

the interior upper .s%irf?ceségf t he fl'an%es (250. When the expansi on nol di ng
i s seated on t NBSdTYA%efrack sBRWN iRcthecFioure diustrating this dnventicn (3R Pe (made by
expansi on nol diexgusien woiding metab prefecably. aluminum, or rigid synthetic resin. The selection of

suitable materials, methods and equipment for extrusion molding is known to those
skilled in the art of making extruded moiding.

While the illustrative embodiments of the invention have been described with
particularity, it will be understood that various other modifications will be apparent to
and can be readily made by those skilled in the art without departing from the spirit and
scope of the invention. Accordingly, it is not intended that the scope of the claims
appended hereto be limited to the examples and descriptions set forth herein but rather
that the claims be construed as encompassing all the features of patentable noveity
that reside in the ‘present invention, including ail features that would be treated as
equivalents thereof by those skilled in the art to which this invention pertains.
%



The divider track shown in the Figure illustrating this invention can be
made by extrusion nolding netal, preferably alum num or rigid synthetic
resin. .,The selection of suitable materials, nmethods and equi pnent for
extrusion nolding is known to those skiLéed in the art of making extruded
mol ding. Wiile the illustrative enbodi nEnts of the invention have been
described with particularity, it will be understood that various other
nodi fications will be apparent to and can be readily made by those skilled
in the art without departing fromthe spirit and scope of the invention.
Accordingly, it is not intended that the scope of the clains appended
hereto be limted to the exanples and descriptions set forth herein but
rat her that the clai be construed as enconpassing all the features of
pat ent abl e navel t reside in the present invention, including al
features that would be treated as equival ents thereof by those skilled in
the art to wh.ch WMulding for&thinate flRBFAEI ddmprising; ]

5 6. | CLAI . ' i ' ising: -
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extend at a right pgr'#éﬁ“ett?er %%Q\I‘%é%%fegﬂaﬁt %gﬁ'?tr@gleaﬁg'%ftf'é%g@a" anﬁg%&? %ﬂeof
t he nol di ng; PogtigRafthe)Moldifii s cut in the planar central portion of the
pl anar rear surfacepainadf kerfs cutint thedbiagaradsnigl potionwf dhegldnar r¢ari surfage tand
mol ding in a frictddhdidd alg teRoldity for joining IR TESIAIAGH a HLEIRORSorE Y (paitdeng
at a right angle fromthe ont surface ?a L vider track he,. th
of the kerf cuts am cﬁ@p @?’%ﬂ?&gx{eﬂgﬁgt &M ﬁﬁ?'egrgmtlhﬁlfmﬁ{)?‘f%ﬁ °tfad“ﬁ$ 0
t he planar flange tRski therfiepth ptibe kerfauts ard the distancs from the plangr sentral portioy
wher eby the pl anartof ihengian@ofande peftiohhis B85 dhas te! thickResseat dininatet fidoring

pl anar . frontygdieh@fe Blankd fardgd BAHBS of 4R Foting'WANod 46at2R! dH e bisinar
seated on a divide ) . s .
_ nt surface of the laminate flooring when the molding is seated on a divider
track.

2. The malding of claim 1, wherein the kerfs have side walls that extend at right
angles from the planar central portion of the back surface of the molding.

3. The molding of claim 1, wherein the kerfs have widths of about two thousandths
of an inch less than the widths of flanges extending from the front of a divider track on
which the molding is to be seated.

4, The molding of claim 1, wherein the molding is wood. _
5. The molding of claim 1, wherein the ‘molding is laminate wrapped particleboard,
wood or extruded plastic.

6. A method of joining a molding in a divider track, comprising;
affixing a divider track having a pair of spaced apart flanges extending at a right
angle from the front surface of the divider track to a surface, '
positioning kerf§ cut on the back surface of the molding over spaced apart
flanges extending at a right angle from the front surface of the divider track, and
applying pressure on the front surface of the moiding for seating the molding on
the divider track.

7. The method of joining molding in a divider track of claim 6, wherein serrations

extend along the interior upper surfaces of the flanges for interiocking with kerfs cut on

ihe back surface of the moiding. '
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track. 2. The nol ding of claim1, wherein the kerfs have side walls that
extend at right angles fromthe planar central portion of the back surface
of the pol ding. 3. The nol ding of claim1l, wherein the kerfs have w dths
of about two thousandths of an inch |ess than the wi dths of flanges
extending fromthe front of a divider tratk on which the nolding is to be

- seated. 4. The nol ding of claim1, wherein the nolding is wood. 5. The
nol ding of claim1l, wherein the nolding is |am nate wapped particl eboard,
wood or extruded plastic. 6. A nmethod of joining a nolding in a divider
track, conprising; affixing a divider track having a pair of spaced
apart flanges extending at a right angle fromthe front surface of
the divider track to a surface, positioning kerfs cut on the back
surface of thegnol ditedmetaH of i : i ; i ' .
right angle frmddye front su?z:?‘g'ggei 01!&{ Ig ad?'\\;lldalé{ré%%?%,"ﬁ)agﬁw}mﬂ%t.maldmg
appl yi ng pressgre N the front surface of the nolding for seating the
mol di ng on -t e Methed of Iqining: moiding in a dividentsackor! cigim;6wherajn the woldipgi n
a divider tracle laminateawrapped phrticleboard cwoad oraxgudekplastid. al ong the interior
upper surfaces of the flanges for interlocking with kerfs cut on the back
surface of the nol ding. ' 8. The met hod of joi ning nolding
in a divider track of claim®6, wherein the nolding is wod. 9. The net hod
of joining nolding in a divider track of claim®6, wherein the nolding is
| am nate w apped particl eboard, wood or extruded pl astic.
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