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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

15  [0004] This patent application relates in general to online publication methods. More
specifically, embodiments of the present invention provide a system and method that allow
individuals to publish contents online and compensate these individuals based a variety of
schemes. For example, an author stores contents on a web site, and based on the screening
process and negotiated terms, the author is compensated accordingly. In certain

20  embodiments, an author is compensated based on results of a pericdical competition program
offered by the web site. For example, an author whose writing wins a weekly contest, as
determined by the users, is awarded a publishing contract. In certain aspects of the invention,
various techniques are employed to protect the author’s work product and/or contents. It is to
be understood that embodiments of the present invention have wide range of applicability,

25  which can be applied to video processing, imaging processing, image viewing, and others.

{0005] For a very long time, human knowledge and thoughts have been shared with one

another through printed materials. As the use of the Internet becomes increasingly popular,

many readers have started reading e-books online, which is direct and convenient as

compared with conventional printed books and may reduce the number of books circulated.
30  The way in which an author’s book is published and the way in which the book is made

available to a reader conventionally are time and labor consuming. Negotiation and



di scussi on between the publisher and author is necessary before a
book can be formally published, which typically takes a long tinme and
i nvol ves conplicated procedures. Once a book is published, a reader
often needs to go to a library or a bogkshop, or the like, to view a
book. Over the | ast decade, with the advent of Internet technol ogies,
online publication has 5becone increasingly popular as a vehicle for
sharing information and witing materials. In the early years of the
Internet, witers and authors often nmade their witing freely
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embodiments, an author is compensated based on results of a periodical competition program
offered by the web site. For example, an author whose writing wins a weekly contest, which
is decided by subscribers, is awarded a publishing contract. In certain aspects of the

invention, various techniques are employed to protect author’s contents.

25 [(0009] According to another embodiment, the present invention provides a method for
publishing one or more contents online. The method includes providing a user interface that
includes a log on screen. The method also includes receiving user inputs from a first user,
The method includes registering the first user based on the user inputs. The method also
includes receiving a first content for publishing online. In addition, the method inciudes

36 storing the first content in storage, the storage having restricted access. Furthermore, the
method includes analyzing the first content. The method further includes publishing the first

content based on a conclusion from analyzing the first content. The method additionally



3 includes selecting a pricing nodel. The method al so i ncl udes

form ng a contractual relationship based on the pricing nodel and an
agreenent between user and a publisher. The nethod al so includes
receiving a second content. The method further includes processing

t he second content based on the contractual relationship. The nethod
includes providing a 5 paynent to the user for the second content
based on the contractual relationship. The nethod additionally

i ncl udes accessing the first and second contents by a second user.
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publishing web site according to the present invention is convenient to users, who pay only to

one entity (i.e., the publishing web site) but are able to view a variety of contents. In

addition, embodiments of the present invention offer flexible terms for authors. For example,

25  anauthor may receive royalties and/or licensing fee for her work. In certain embodiments,

the present invention provides security features to protect contents' copyright. Depending

upon the embodiment, one or more of these benefits may be achieved. These and other

benefits will be described in more detail throughout the present specification and more

particularly below.

30 [0012] Various additional objects, features and advantages of the present invention can be
more fully appreciated with reference to the detailed description and accompanying drawings

that follow.



4 BRI EF DESCRI PTI ON OF THE DRAW NGS [0013] Figure 1 is a sinplified
flow diagramillustrating a processing for registering and serving
users according to an enbodi nent of the present invention. 5[0014]
Figure |Ais a sinplified diagramillusirating a user interface
according to an enbodi nent of the preseht invention. [0015] Figure 2
is asinplified flowdiagramillustrating a process for a witer to
publish work on a web site according to an enbodi nent of the present
i nvention. [0016] Figures 3A and 3B are a sinplified diagram
illustrating text images that include 10identification information
according to enbodi nents of the present invention. [0017] Figure 4 is
a sinplified diagramill t f onl i ne aut hor
according to an enbodlneE?a%?tmﬁaRﬁ?gggéﬁﬁﬁﬁggﬁfﬁ%n. i0018] Figure 5
is a sinpli@idd Bigergrhans sinmplilad fow m@rmilhstsaﬁnmwe@sib&foamgmﬁsg firglr
online co i i : e present
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pat ent appl i e er al t hods.
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according to an embodiment of the present invention.

[0018} Figure 5 is a simplified diagram illustrating text submitted by authors for online

competition according to an embodiment of the present invention.

15
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0019] This patent application relates in general to online publication methods. More
specifically, embodiments of the present invention provide a system and method that allow
authors to publish contents online and compensate these individuals based a variety of

20  schemes. For example, an author stores contents on a web site, and based on the screening
process and negotiated terms, the author may be compensated accordingly. In certain
embodiments, an author is compensated based on results of a periodical competition program
offered by the web site. For example, an author whose writing wins a weekly contest, which
is decided by subscribers, is automatically awarded a publishing contract. In certain aspects

25  of the invention, various techniques are employed to protect an author’s contents. It is to be
understood that embodiments of the present invention have wide range of applicability,

which can be applied to video processing, imaging processing, image viewing, and others.

[0020] As explained above, various conventional online publishing techniques are often
inadequate. For example, a website such as the Wall Street Journal requires its users to pay a

30 fee for viewing its journalistic contents. This model works well for magazines and



under st ood that enbodi nents of the present invention have w de range
of applicability, which can be applied to video processing, inmaging
processi ng, inage view ng, and others. [ 0020] As expl ai ned above,
vari ous conventional online publishing techniques are often

i nadequate. For exanple, a website such as the Wall Street Journal
requires its users to pay a 30fee for viewing its journalistic
contents. This nodel works well for magazi nes and 5 newspapers.
However, this nodel does not work well when an individual witer
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eamings between the author and publisher may be simplified.

[0024] In an exemplary embodiment, the present invention provides a system for e-book
online operation through which users may view the submitted online content. A user may,
25  according to her preference, apply for one of the following different types of membership: a

junior member, a senior member, or a monthly paying member.

f0025] As merely an example, the author registers and submits her contents on the webpage
provided by the publisher. The publisher determines whether to sign a contract with the
author according to the submitted content. After a contract is signed, the author and the

30  publisher receive their earnings based upon negotiated terms. For example, a default contract,
which is agreed by the author when submitting her contents, between the author and

publisher is used to determine the distribution of earnings.



provi ded by the publisher. The publisher determ nes whether to sign a
contract with the author according to the submtted content. After a
contract is signed, the author and the 30publisher receive their

earni ngs based upon negotiated terns. For exanple, a default

contract, which is agreed by the author’ when submtting her contents,
bet ween the author and publisher is used to determ ne the
distribution of earnings. 6 [0026] As explained earlier, for authors
and/or the publisher to receive revenue for their works, the
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that can be used to access online contents. A payment is needed to view member sections,

20  according to different types of membership. In a specific embodiment, the web site includes
a user interface for user registration. Figure 1A is a simplified diagram illustrating a user

interface according to an embodiment of the present invention.

{0028] During the registration process, a user and/or reader may choose to become a paying
user (111) and charges his personal account with a certain amount of money (112) to become

25 ajunior member (113) and/or a senior member.

[6029] The amount of money charged into the account is converted into online virtual
currency of a corresponding amount. After becoming a registered junior or senior member,
the user is given certain privileges, e.g., he may read member-only content in the website for
inexpensive fee which is paid by virtual online currency ; may accumulate viewing points;
30 may read sections of exclusively contracted works on this website in advance with online
virtual currency; and may buy other books or magazines provided by the certain website with

the current virtual currency.



[0028] During the registration process, a user and/or reader may
choose to becone a paying user (1 1 1) and charges his personal
account with a certain anount of noney (112) to becone 25 a junior
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seni or nenber g&ﬂgread online contents at a |lower price than junior

nenber. | n?&Hd peniog meEbers tb“trPé’M?é‘t‘mW“H’&V e[“éél&féé@ ef’kyo%imﬁ?to%ﬁé’r

range of opdchRElaGORERR F%oitnﬂ%ﬂer? tilne Ré RAdSRABR! Usiip iheSIRY] Sints; Betuddrn
online contents are on accessi ble to senjor nenbers but not to

j uni or Renfsystorg porg 0%‘1-."&01"‘?’(’:" ip Ay Snfinedstsonay libragyand bas resssie @gemiflewi ng

poi Nt's evem¢mbirtBoliBelf. R Ex &Y, & Rnior hﬁmﬂgsﬁlp@seym@y\&eaasda@érmosexctub@ely
user 10 can store nline contag6 in her onl j ne_personal |ibrary

and has acE‘B’é‘?"‘%W‘gE%’é‘ﬁ HncsEith wrua Gurenpephthe wehsite, « igyse may alsp iy

member shi poﬂl:l&&ibolfm))‘ nfagmhes gmid@msy ﬁaé wEDsRE, USiad @lidh, ERMbdratl Qartiapak s | N
advance with, VI currency of the website. The user nay al so buy

ot her book§m@Ps é%%?ﬂ@g 5@3&“%&“@%@“%@5???@“ ' addltlon t he
user participate in various kinds of senior nenber-on

acti vi t es [998Yt g addition. thegpaderaney regisipromahg webpaged b i P’éﬂ\buYtnPfém}séﬁder
may regi st ghgi % IR dde P19 b el m@rﬂﬂy?h‘ﬂnm&ﬁm(ﬁfj) rAefasktmg payin
privileges (13 ? to beconme a nonthly pay |n? %tﬂ
payi ng nenBenberaay, inhengid penty r?ﬁéﬁ%honlm@ eawrwﬂeﬂ éﬂt?cﬂ*}?@ﬁﬁfsb‘:fow
provi ded bihe blyfralbtPddeSdtere LRAQY Biviié}Rs.expi ration date of the reading
privileges. [0032] Regardless the type of nmenbership a user is

regi st er edjgag pf@éggrdfe% the %'pgsméﬁ&ﬂh& a%@erHE RbisleRedlafd Eaﬁ@fbtr &n@rshi

stored for that user nmbership profiles record ‘amount o
menmber 2hi prigBlent @eaawg ﬁtowfw}éﬂ ugey. nﬁlwer@@@éwyrqféesgecorme amewss af
period of &@ﬁbm st)m@zncmglww&rtﬁne df@cc%géqbgl anaccésbserm%*?s&émn%) of the
profile may I nclude other information, such as user history, user

pr ef er encelisers; gnaddition, the membershimprefile snay include oted infeemasisokeych astuser | n a
specific e r

Speci 1o | e I e A e e S PP

For exanpl embaoginens thejpembershinguefily incladesamambsiship spesHic igeatipeion dwatqa@h%
can bekr agked, flRiBopSibned &&@ PRIk %Isémo iMANRliseBuel QR3] Once
a user is properly registered, the reglstere user’'1s able to access
various coPebbiegtong seatbe Hpcked dever wing thelentiipasion informafiony onl y. Accor di ng
to various enbodi nents, an online systemaccording to our present

i nvention BPAHRnsak bser scnepsrly segisteessit the rgisteraghuseriinate BArraga@sols | es
before di SgAn?eﬁlas{?&t B (RERLERT nfeABY Vi Sy, AR oddfitslto virtoud Smbodin®Sits, an

appreci ate
online system according to our present invention dynamically converts electronic text into

30  images files before displaying to protect copyright of the text. It is to be appreciated that,
among other things, images text are much harder to duplicated using "copy and paste”

technique that made copying text easy. For example, texts are formatted internally by a



anong ot her things, inmages text are nuch harder to duplicated using
"copy and paste" techni que that nade copying text easy. For exanple,
texts are formatted internally by a 8 server into pages, which are
converted into inages (e.g., in JPEG F, and other formats). To
further protect copyright, the inages dre generated with a speci al
code schenme. [0034] In an enbodi nent, based on the registered user
identification (e.g., the junior nmenber identification, senior nenber
identification, nonthly paying nenber identification), 5 a hash table
is used t GefiatiallpagROvisEngt BehvBeddWae indpdd@lol &l JTPG, GIF, kid SR/ foimatspXt S.
The dynam q%hg %enerated t ext, i mages thus, contain @ggistered user

i dent i fi catd YIS RICGCHIPYOR tregmagss ArRereratghwih & sRecipksppespierse-

t ext - i magegeo3apt Ih gn dhitiodinent, Basded Bn the Bgistettide® idNBHHALAILS. SRAGHIHG among
punct uati on rks d/or texts js.subtly inplenmented, such schene
does not i'ﬁ%&%&‘dﬁmﬁg@imssewa&?ﬁaﬁé;?ﬁ ‘iaé?fb gogihly paging megher jdendficationp| e

t o the suserhasidble@3fkdd tbRQcuakdittRciEObHNE PEREHE oS ABKD ndAt@sktd OThE T ace
text 1 mages. For exa a regl stered, user cggles a text 1 mage

le, if . ] !
and post s Pragifelly egneraied Eriimagss s gentaiyresisigher Hres 1qeqt Fratipnsinfopnaiong

det er m ne pup akhpts dch GbABWS Nexiligdke thafdORSque [Pthe B36ANMh& théurifeci al
i mage processing program.and the hash table is used to determ ne the

user i dentSPGREATFR PHICEIHIPTHBAKHEGS texisitwbily implemsatedy yehsaengfloshndtser

| eaked t hampbdeQrua®ts r@inglelferRAtti Nl Slohat Anoli®a®ibiAnt &edSpur sue further
actions, such as termnating the user account, suing the user for

copyrignt [badsyi AYeIRMe colhg scheMO 38 belubed S trhd 1@ iRpEIE Ntk ity the
process described above can be nodified according to specific
appl i cat i gistered vagr eopies p dexhimpgerpd Hopta i op aéiﬂewmag¢ltapﬁgp,| an gdminisiratagys o

process f Qheao Werkrhle WiRcHUIEY dopidd WRtdt Rifheds. WoPexainbR, 2GRALIdAG t0 an
enbodi nent of the present invention. Thi's 20 diagramis nerely an

exanpl e, \HEPEHINgPEIAN anskthebaghy fablelis yppd tordgierming tha ugsr idepidfication frasm thene

of ordi n?ri)ﬁa@ﬁj Dhcel ifkis dEtErmahdd WRMH HeIEKOOME ZEor BN, HRHAIHASY is able to
alternatives, and nodifications. As an exanple, various steps may be

added, 13 errytragfurhegrtisduchderminaging the pispecseunt,suiag thengedor capidishy
over | appednfringement, 8@37] Various steps illustrated in Figure 2 for an
aut hor to pub%ish contents online are 25descri bed bel ow. [0038] In

Step 1, ”lﬁos%ﬁt RAE 1" ShArKER thed ﬂ{%ga‘&gg?s dﬁi&riﬁ’é&' hb HBQﬁBdiﬁg@J&omi‘nQ AN
enbodi ment’, any usenane registered by the author. (Wt exception For
t hose i nclspepifirpppliretiongl Figored) iga simphifierbfipey dbgrem divsrating gpeasess foraymiier s,

and/ or Ieg@b&aﬁsﬁmﬁ%%dvewtg&)c%@¥ tcgﬁ'lbéﬁﬁ)% et ﬂJr&.Qm%e . This

application, the author may sub rief intr ction. e aut hor

i s al B 30Uerast sanezaly sprempleniviigh sheuld apiringula Kmébthe sgepe dfthetchéms gk 0bf
a certain J&nagl Qi IMn@deibli@ Fcoddds nil DRatibs, n@hﬁqvéspan%%mauons. As
verifiable personal information, (e.g’, |D nunber, contact

i nfor mat i @A exampde, yariqus steps may tsaddgdpremeyest wplagddamodified, zapeatess regmanged, i es

and regi 0NGdsof dvelisppbLaui 1 ed

[0037] Various steps illustrated in Figure 2 for an author to publish contents online are
25  described below,

[0038] In Step 1, the author registers to become an online author (201). In an embodiment,
any username registered by the author (with exception for those including special foreign
language characters, special symbols, and/or legally disabled words) may be used.
Depending on the application, the author may submit a brief introduction. The author is also

30  offered an opportunity to submit an extract of the book of a certain length. In addition, the
author is asked to submit verifiable personal information, (e.g., ID number, contact

information, etc.). It is to be appreciated that in various countries and regions, it is required



9 for publishers (both online publisher and traditional printer) to
have true identification information of the author. For exanple,

Chi nese governnment sonetines requires publisher to provide persona
information of authors for various reasons to ensure that the online
content do not contain any inproper nmaterial and/or information
(e.g., anti-governnent material, etc.). 5 The personal information of
the author is securely stored by the web site. For exanple, this
information is kept in confidence and is only visible to the

publ i sher fapputlibierabbth online[ADIEAr 2AS traditi @ PeHRte) to hh@Uf8 idbnfificaion
sinplified, g agram_i | lustr tin%ﬂan interface for the onlipe author
accor di ng FEPTEEn A BgNa0R Feyrex SrEnEETBOVEIADEIN SPTBFHMes FEquIres PRBsheRty s

nerely an @%aAsPheRsoniinfomnasibe f MitHoe folWasidlidredsbrititd edsh@ 5 0RAnpfe obitent
clainms. One of ordinary skill inp 10 the art would recognize maai ).
Q:c

vari ati onsd® 2ot PR e REroPeR ARt ¢ Mfpraietion (e@o A0 -eNGHTIeat BetET

back tos Fi mer;ﬁrsanal trforlaéh o thd damoaistsévafew sﬁ’&@d bﬁh@wwﬁtea%r&hn@e Smace
and submts_contents (202), At this B{m author is asked to

upl oad an BPrPaiion ipkert eeRfidepssand fson f“sébl‘é@rﬂt’eaﬁ'ﬁh?l"rhéh@ldﬁh%ﬁ‘%ﬁ will be
presented on the webpage after the publisher performs online
veri fi cat i @R3%] Fots amesspme Figus 4isgaimplifigd dingram ljusirading ap interfaes utpor

and the 15pht hlﬁﬁlﬁracc%rcﬁ% th@h em{:c%}ﬂé& of t'ﬁe %&Ht 1§ven§1&? 'ﬂ'ﬂml im ?s%l%t ed

by the author is entered into r's book dat abase and
publ i sher ae¥pBpe. whigh showd é?ﬁunéwlyb% tlsqﬁsmeto{ thg clams: QreeSprdinagyiskill it he

text igg e%@&@@ohlﬂ?&oéﬁ?@e% |vb§ﬂﬁﬁsb§lté?%l§esdﬁfd%%§ﬁ:au$dge currently

presented content is ad o a public board. The author may update

the publi Clo ﬁﬂﬁt 'Wreﬁ‘i—m{s%b% ]flg)ﬁ%l.r %2‘1&9 tﬁcq 16816 e aﬁﬁ%m' sss ace

refreshed. Each update réet an a predeterm
quantity oﬁndémlmw@fs (20Re Adis Pfuntcfdiﬁtﬂ‘éhﬂr i§ askegitg hplped thrMOﬂb@der s,

the aut horrﬁﬂ{%ﬁ‘ts%f*?ce%ﬁ' l%r%h)e& ith Gl %%Eeser[téhoo%%le Wdbpb & Al fle @IB‘RQ:Q& ments,

the publisher reviews t mtt text to ensure variou

i nappr opr i Rerferresrpliog verificdigal For oxammin, thivwart is enlpesibliespihayetioriand Bhi na
websi t gs h&ﬁjhg;épmn% contents subject to non-publication include

por nogr aphy, superstltlon vi ol ence, anti- 25 government text, and so

on. Depen d 8190 EQE .},rr@é srr‘:'on:t/e%{ Ql%kﬁged bg %%ea(lthglaﬁ grger%é] %tc?t%? Hebzlk}gar 5 B@L use

di fferent cr| eri a.
aut omat ed {Mabeessd thh mnb:lnhfscfrmehe cootentmﬂtm sulﬁrﬁhﬁdtBt]extl (ROt Aﬁeréthe tt::ktes

aut hor Pl Cltfeds HEYR/WEISEAPIR LML Bl NS RU LA SEBILP o0

for the text poste an exa rev
based on thvéli¢ qued. dlfhetaethor@@tmdatbélemubiiq sstiioos Oﬂmﬂrtetexaﬁplhee;pdathcécoment

revenug, ngmsﬂﬁpﬁ&ﬂ%g{?e e WRGHRR Je%riﬁprglé% garﬁ%@& ﬁﬁ‘a%uh{g%f@h %Ea%

a | ong wor or a co p1 ece O COI’]
t he text Thepublic content is visible to the readers, the author and the publlsher s editor.
[0042] In certain embodiments, the publisher reviews the submitted text to ensure various
inappropriate and/or illegal contents not to be displayed in China website. For example,
contents subject to non-publication include pornography, superstition, violence, anti-
25  government text, and so on. Depending on the main targeted reader base, the publisher may
use different criteria. The reviewing process may be performed by an automated process,

human screener, or both.

[0043] In Step 4, the author picks a revenue scheme in which the author can receive income
for the text posted. As an example, the revenue scheme may also be based on the type of text
30  to be published. For example, the revenue scheme depends on whether the submitted content

is a part of a long work or a complete piece of work, Depending on the content of the text



10 updated by the author, the publisher and the author negotiate with
each other to determ ne the formof contracting. [0044] In a schene,
the author nmay apply to the publisher for signing a contract (204).

I f the publisher agrees to sign a cont[ ct, the contract may be

i medi ately signed (207); if the 5 pubtisher does not agree to sign a
contract with the author concerning the current work, the author may
choose to resubmt the content of the e-book (208). 100451 In anot her
schenme, the author may choose to take part in a conpetition anong

nonthly s utpa@ted bede onthdr/ e heblibhed brgiahé Aithr Bypotidte wilkl Bich SHRF to dEfRBnine the
W nni ng tﬁ% f awar.ded an opportunity to sign a contract as a

mont hl'y sufiSeP %B8EYBEK (205) (209). In certain 10 enbodinents, the
winning text is automatically offered a contract. For exanple, the

contract fi8P44l hdn ppvhamaghe auktior mey aprboRSeaEublisher T dgmingescontsres (204). If
attracti veth@aﬁ)hbneg b AbdsVEsibed 6%&5&?% éolaea& %& bd iftedDady Q@kaw G

corrpet ition. a non-w nnit ng e he ‘aut hor my choose
resubmit tm’éh%’éiﬂoéﬁtl‘)téﬂfe? Wé%atf@@tkac( \211109118 aythef spngeming thm@wntmqrb fiheof

the cont esafutﬁoﬁm%&%ée%%sbﬁhz@we conmehp OfRd e bibkgo®gmpet i tion process,
various criteria nust be met before a text nay be entered into a

conpetitiog N e L Ng.
S Phe t exids]® R GERERR, ARIRE b PGB DRKIRR h App Rttt oy
al ready berentldy gubectibad enline text orgaBzed bin chegqublisber. ihé winnilgrexd thewanlsd an
contract 0, | ition;
. each autphg&'tlInﬁ Vi é’%{ p@ﬁ?%?hén%pggﬂtﬂ an S%ﬁ%d G&tgggosgw g ]ﬁ%eac nmont h
f or thtdc mmpi@timtentarﬂle winnjnigdext sragtomatidally hﬁertfba@ontrgct bEnseanpl Ghe000rach
300, 000 V\Dfroldt%é winning text to a competition provides more attractive and lucrative terms than the
text that has not won the competition. For a non-winning e-book, the author may choose to
resubmit the content of the e-book (210). A detailed description of the contest is described

below.

15 [0046] In acompetition process, various criteria must be met before a text may be entered

into a competition. As an example, the criteria include the following:

1. the text is submitted through proper channel;
2. the text has not already been signed a contract;

3. the author which already has a contract with the online publisher may not enter
20  the competition;

4. each author may not enter more than one piece of text each month for the
competition;

5. the length of the text is between 30,000 to 300,000 words;
6. there is no existing contract with any other publisher for the submitted text; and
25 7. the submitted text is original and free from copyright disputes.
[0047]) Depending on application, there might be other conditions as well. In specific
embodiment, an author agrees to certain regulations of the web site before submitting. In
another embodiment, once a piece of text is submitted, the author should agree with certain
terrns and conditions related to the publication of the contents. The publisher posts the text
30  onto the web site and starts counting the number of votes the text receives. Various rules are
following during this process. For example, no promotion is done to the text to ensure

faimness. The author has limited right in removing the text during the competition month.



6. there is no existing contract with any other publisher for the
submtted text; and 257. the submtted text is original and free from
copyright disputes. [0047] Depending on application, there m ght be
ot her conditions as well. In specific ﬁnbodinent, an author agrees to
certain regulations of the web site before submtting. In another
enbodi nent, once a piece of text is submtted, the author should
agree with certain terns and conditions related to the publication of
the contents. The publisher posts the text 30onto the web site and

starts Courteipiilishd¥@nadI¥h Sdseré v&ﬁﬁ@&%ﬁ J‘E%arﬁﬁéttheﬁl%gﬁé ¥RSemHAl bAkSEekUl es
are foll ow n during this process or “exanp uBr onotion i s done

0 the. t oXtIG e RS elcn i SRS the pirsck HEReH AR IR lisher ang he auhor.
renovi ng tiheasi exs aéeiahrrwe F&Sre(’o'qm)ﬁﬁabﬁﬁéa%dﬁ%ﬁ ﬂustragugjrg ﬂ;mum#%% @her

al so reserve various right regarding the u %&late and” renpval .
text, whi cHthaggfonaligsgempetitionaceordingty ap gmbagimens af theypresest ighadonethieen

the pubyi %E%Ea:@ﬁ%eﬁ‘fax?é*&ﬂﬁl@ w8048l AS lﬁ&hlfﬁﬁm&coﬂé'o%{e%laﬁﬁ ~°0n@ of

sinmplified diagrami lustrating text submtted by authors for online
conpet i t i oRIiBAY Sfillinthe abward eesire meRy vafationseal jsrmateastand mpéificalins: Thi s
5 diagramis nerely an exanple, which should not unduly Iimt the

scope of t{AIL| Nowgefeing bak t@FmPNér}nmeISituamn,tﬂmorém puidishied (ergclogng ze

many vari gfq

referri ngadbglg%ﬁ &{E%eg%r egﬁédgﬁ%%tegg%g@??g{é?é&dtw?% 4098?‘%%%%6 | sher
(e.g., dumegnjiate (anslfosemdignp pntiesiswilh theautye cactmmgtiecelegebiektt(R¢). by an
aut hor and contact the author to negotiate (and/or to sign a

cont r akt ) [S0h ﬂlhﬁielaﬁttahontracoiasignerdi ang)rdih@toshad feoth eflcohacting @0énined i 1n

10[ 0050] | ontr S SI ned. acc n r
contract i HPIHE by PeBatitR oL solfsd YT BE TR Ra) br BBt By
vari ous t;epesplefpubhogﬂimmghayorbmnshusmwsdeﬂwtyl.:cnpyng}anwheshxmlabxl othatrlgtm

ri ght, conpen. &Ea&e(an exclusivity, copyright ownership, and other
rights are ne I at ed. 100511 In Step 6, in accordance with the

ubsequentOal e BEHef T e Rale v N ot Bk el mines
publ i sl_fied_thafotnlnefsnmmmne @lehye qﬁehy:«tetxo Ktir @xdng; theaext (2} B9 publlistiedito the t he
|5 publ | SR EESTH R PEE st AR SRR PR S s B BEC R (T3 W Bncer s
As expl ai retodimomes pdridon of tleertext topubkshtdih thenfree vieavihg debtgas atdradt intfi@wi ng
to prot eCtcher% ﬁOQ}}/ lan%lat bg\]ce t%)t&s are cgnkverted into text images for viewing to protect the

copyright of the work.

20 [0052] Figures 3A and 3B are a simplified diagram illustrating text images that include
identification information according to embodiments of the present invention. As explained
above, an online system according to the present invention dynamicatly converts electronic
text into images files before displaying to protect copyright of the text. It is to be appreciated
that, among other things, images text are much harder to duplicated using "copy and paste"

25  technique that made copying text easy. For example, texts are formatted internally by a
server into pages, which are converted into images (e.g., in JPEG, GIF, and other formats).

To further protect copyright, the images are generated with a special code scheme.

[0053] Based on the registered user identification (for example, junior member/senior
member/monthly paying member)), types of security information may be added to the

30  converted image files. In a specific embodiment, a string of characters 301A and 301B are
shown in Figures 3A and 3B respectively. For example, the string "26a132" is associated

with a registered user, while the string "222d67" is associated with a different registered user.



20[ 0052] Figures 3A and 3B are a sinplified diagramillustrating text
i mages that include identification information according to

enbodi nents of the present invention. As expl ai ned above, an online
system according to the present |nvention dynam cal ly converts
electronic text into inmages files befo LA di splaying to protect
copyright of the text. It is to be appreciated that, anong ot her
things, i mges text are nuch harder to duplicated using "copy and
paste" 25techni que that made copying text easy. For exanple, texts

are for rratm«aaldlmsﬂ yedial dhirabiér @u BN arld3098 RAEREvVelYEHoOH iBFigureLIW &idt ed
into i mages in JPEG , and ot her formats). To further

pr ot ect ccﬁﬁw @'ﬁ? assqajgted; %&bfé%feralrtélsc‘g%rlé%ﬁlw tatheAPesial phagacisrs. vrigrs
scheme. [ 0Q&a3, Bapakh wRsdd8p fa@é}hrﬁ% E&Huﬁb%ﬁén Ihﬁﬁﬁatioialoﬁﬁtth&@xt( [
exanpl e, junior nmenber/seni or / mont h é@ﬁg nber)), types
of securi tspeqifiy Srbedirnesh opbijherwicee a@eme échﬁln@w@elp dherebym gahef il es.
In a speci sfchéaqeajm&mem@ﬁo thefuseit rAsregplsaEecpJBamg hah %R0l AseandeRUbR are
shomm in Figures 3A and 3B respect] vel é For example, the string

"26a132" | BAARERSEYeSR BEncijation Mankegldlr Exisd Fersapmplatsaelouseidovs & trigmage
"222d67" 'tﬁat@s’iﬁﬁl?ik@é B tdinR el Jniq%E gﬁ& ink %gb@t Gatlés Sarks ai]r@oxj thhts is
addi tion, @gCla character_ string 03A and 303B respectively shown
in Figur esSUBY im&wgeérsec}mcgw%wt Herede dpsens r@@¢!mse¢>@mena%@fiss offep

addi tion tnbheatiPBGheAlseiC TRHAIHRI0R thebphifidGorS B2 Qly ik i KHRY g@ﬂe?a‘?edqutused
to place unique identification information onto the téxt. In

speci f 1k dRBEsicHAR registarsd uspids identificrsion pfermationstbstdmia thesformpf cégre@er
thereby makifg shdiul &é&%@ﬁ&ﬁﬂ&ya&mmg aadyd?%muﬁlﬁanon/ﬁ%m%%pl ai ned

above, a hash table is to cal cul at e spaci ng etmeen punct uati on

mar ks and/ggsq 4] 2458 unifiH co@ Wlefe oG sbE trade1ESm ke RS dhat is
uni que to hi I Si'nce t € uni que spacing anong unctuatloh mar ks
and/ or t exegistered gighedpies prigit bnagaertiosts (ion asidfﬁemww@emwdmmd@r |
user’ s 1 eafling «axhid ViGPust Wpled 1R MndbPI Fot £8ABIC LRk
Dependi ng oﬁ t he appl |c§ﬁﬁon peﬁ naéﬁca ﬁﬁgrgﬁgd tex 10|nages
cont ai K r eyeosssineagoniare pndsthe hl@htabfq!s:@pril tmietenflm msqmdenhféaatmrsfrmtlme

form of Chﬂﬁl?egt Bheedit fs'd@@ﬁnxnéﬂ?lﬁ&ﬂsgﬁi%%@ﬁu% &t aﬁ&??ﬂeaaldmﬁgﬁﬁt%ﬁs% le to

spaci ng, and/or conbi nation thereo e unique codl ng schene
can be useaursupfytherastionsyguch spedgrarnatipg e@gssmmdexsensfacaomegmea e pygr feser

copies a tg Rgf.and Rests it on a different web page, an
adnlnlstratg%mks aE?e to determ ne which user copied the text inmages.

For exanp o[ﬁ%ssfe%%{;én?dodlnﬁ%%ﬁééhd& p&%?ﬁa{isgerﬁﬁg?l%%Q@'Bﬂsh‘&:ﬁa%dm?h tabl e

is used t rmne the us o) Once it
i s detdl miocarmhcteldivenk u@emtteﬂéaklmuthheto ithefrogrbgt-p @y payt- menazdmcmrs(tz Aot i s

able to pypstg Jlé%ﬂ%?ercttiﬁng(tziignﬁurr% §es£ %Lq}u B Lﬁ&temﬁe{tﬁgkoﬁ%fﬁg

user's account Sul rrngenen
release of the e—book. Both monthly subscnbed e-books and pay-to-wew e-books enter into

the member-only pay-to-view member section. The author updates the content of his e-book

as necessary. The reader may view the e-book according to different forms of membership. If
25  the reader is a monthly subscription member, he may view the content of the e-book by

monthly subscription. If the reader is a junior member or a senior member, he may view the

content of the current pay-to-view e-book according to his membership privileges.

[0056) In Step 7, the online publisher pays the author compensation for the text. For
example, the compensation may be in form of a fixed amount of ticensing fee (214) or

30  royalties on the e-book (215). The publisher gives a predetermined amount of licensing fee
to the author who has licensed the copyrights of his e-book to the publisher, and gives

royalties on the contract book to the author who has chosen the pay-to-view viewing mode.



[ 0055] In an enbodi ment, after the contract has been signed, the
publ i sher adds the 20 contracted work submtted by the author to the
menber-only pay-to-view section (212) or to the free view ng section
(213). During this process, the publisgir determ nes the formof the
rel ease of the e-book. Both nonthly subScribed e-books and
pay-to-vi ew e-books enter into the nmenber-only pay-to-view nmenber
section. The author updates the content of his e-book as necessary.
The reader may view the e-book according to different forns of

menber shi prhelphblRBertobins eadREs dcSording Ry thi ey Sl S6AditInk 81th fupol€ NMRY
view the content of the e-book by nonthly subscription. IT the reader
is a junidpmﬁﬁhber or a senior nenber, he may view the content of the

current pay-to-view e-book according to his nmenbership grivijeggs.
100561 | n [B9¥p As dessebuiabpyre apeming seteretipenpsoqepranay etised lopeepeinsaliteon
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anmount of licensing fee ( ) or 30 royalties on 215).

The publ i shewedjoves. in pineeifie erbadipent.dreoumberct vpterewsst brye fepsndsontiive
aut hor whqehagr hdntRRSad ei#ﬁhl& QRN oS gl ol %t@%egg@mt, th{gé%eniohuser

publ i sher, and gives royalties on the contract to the author who
has choser(absfe wpasegistsradi fenmere dhan Agnantheegets thrge Ties, gndiseehstote explvsarithin
earni ngs aaeokfifided QribSr HRE 5, 30afaRH igﬁu%s)pﬁ”hérggre%ﬁgﬂ UBUich
contract. [0057] As described above,” an online conpetitio p¥ocess
may be usetes ean besrbmittad Braddifien toepline ubmissien sushtap ¥etingsesicelhphenniek y
conpetﬁ;iq&mﬁﬁap cregistered (and/or paying) user is 5 allowed to
vote. In a specific enbodi nent, the number of votes a user have
depends o ineif ab BRI E AR [ S one
vot e per 0%?E§E§%ﬁ+%§%msehlgﬁmﬁgg@e?a usé&fﬁﬁgﬂgéggg é%%%gﬁér nor e

t han 3 normuhkshingeight af thregrevarbt g exampde, dedhist poteviengiy efered anhinoum of

pr edet er m I t . i r
e | e B e e g R )
subm ssi ors¢osuch as voting user cell phone text 10nessages, etc.

[ 0058] ai i e : f

cont et s [ ICE PR IoobiaNGE Scelpich iy itBEh s Bl RSB FE B
first pri 2busigptingemrposes ohlyand thatiariawsouedificofion$ vOchgeges irhiight thradofiwitldbs

where the | ' | f ; rds, d
S0 on. 15/ AESE PRELGR SFHBAEL L iy By R BRRET PR30, M0 ten A
enbodi nentthis depdieationenl $repeditheapperided claimsust r ati ve pur poses only and

t hat various nodifications or changes in light thereof will be
suggested to persons skilled in the art and are to be included within
the spirit and purview of this application and scope of the appended
clains. 14



CLAIMS |. A nethod for publishing one or nore contents online, the
met hod conpri sing: providing a first user interface by a
web server, the first user interface including a | og on screen;
receiving at the web server user inpui froma first user
registering the first user by the web Server based on the user

i nputs; receiving at the web server fromthe first user a first

content for publishing online; storing the first content
by the webcggimMsr in a storage, the storage having restricted access;
anal yzing the first content by the web server; publ i shi ng

the first content by the web server based on a conclusion from

anal yzi ng the firstcontgidethod for publishing ons 64 B6feico@tedyodling, thehethed ver
a pricing scheme froma plurality of different available pricing
schenmes, WEWPEFREsel ecting the pricing scheme is based on an

i ndi cation of one Oprol g fir6iuRE iNEIREBS aRebiOer he Hist URLMterface
formng by the web server a contractual relationship based on the

pricing schERENgAPZHE Se§PBement bet ween the first user and a

publ i sher; r efe%jsiw:n%gt BL weh SerVie Rsed SIpUR rol] Pt der; 1 rst user a
second content; processing the second content by the web server based

on the contractual ragistaring fheiirg useafhe the web server basedymghs wehigp®s t he web
AP (B L R e S
2. The netdmbide;of claim 1 further conprising accessing the second
conten 2 the veb, Ehe B APEORL At nsouen iy et
t he web searmscted access;
analyzing the first content by the web server;
publishing the first content by the web server based on a conclusion from
analyzing the first content;
selecting by the web server a pricing scheme from a plurality of different
available pricing schemes, wherein selecting the pricing scheme is based on an indication
of one or the pricing schemes by the first user;
forming by the web server a contractual relationship based on the pricing
scheme and an agreement between the first user and a publisher;
receiving at the web server from the first user a second content;
processing the second content by the web server based on the contractual
relationship; and
providing by the web server a payment to the first user for the second

content based on the contractual relationship and the selected pricing scheme.

2. The method of claim 1 further comprising accessing the second

content by the web server for a second user.

3. The method of claim I further comprising storing the second

content by the web server.



15 4. The method of claim 1l wherein the paynent
conprises a royalty 5. The nethod of claim 1l wherein the paynent
conprises a licensing 6. The nethod of claim1 wherein the second
content is available to Z The met hod of claim1 further
conprising conferring a copyright of %e first content to a

publi sher. 8. The nmethod of claim 1 further conprising
generating by the wgb setyffehdh draRGR 1 WL HepSRt qn%n&ﬁeﬁ%%yan&he

i mge including identification information aSSOCIa

regi st er edraysent: 9. The method of claim1 further

conpri sing negotiating between the first author and the publisher for
the contractual rel gti ongfl Rethod of claim | whereinkle p%tﬂ?en%%ﬁgescﬁflicgﬂsﬁign 9
wherein the negotiating conprises online chatt 1.
The met hod®®f claim9 wherein the negotiating conprises text

messagi ng. 12. The method of claim 1 thither conprising
entering the first gont eﬂﬁeﬁé&hémcmI%Eféﬁ{thé&rcoﬂd?:HQHﬁQ\'raﬂgbleto

cont est . 13. The method of claim 12 further conprising
det er mi ni nijving usHE web server a nunber of votes received for the
first content. o 14. The method of claim 12 further

conpri sing determ nigng bﬂ]ér?ﬁh&éﬁﬁcﬁaﬁﬁY%Enﬂe%‘m&‘ﬂ?ﬁﬁ&%&ﬁﬂe&%hgE%Jgﬂ&ﬂcﬁﬁsm p
based on a result of the publishing contest

met hod of ‘tflﬂaﬁﬁfﬁtlcoﬂiﬁﬂ‘tfﬁéﬂm‘élﬁhﬁrl sing detennining by the web server
whet her the user input matches with a record stored in a database.

16 16. gThe TwRiharbade ceidi @%ralemétﬁwsﬁgto%ﬁﬁgwaie%bt he
cont ent corrprl Ses assessi ng a val uati on of fi rst con

17. The ne¥iGHLMage Gpmmthe swradeprentiige pge netudiperdratifieation infrmation

conpri ses gdecphddi it relbRldetert he first content includes inproper
mat eri al .

9. The method of claim 1 further comprising negotiating between the

first author and the publisher for the contractual relationship.

10.  The method of claim 9 wherein the negotiating comprises online

chatting.

11, The method of claim 9 wherein the negotiating comprises text

messaging.

12.  The method of claim 1 further comprising entering the first content

by the web server for a publishing contest.

13.  The method of claim 12 further comprising determining by the

web server a number of votes received for the first content.

14.  The method of claim 12 further comprising determining by the

web server the contractual relationship based on a result of the publishing contest.

15.  The method of claim 1 further comprising determining by the web

server whether the user input matches with a record stored in a database.



18. The method of claim 17 wherein the inproper material conprises
anti-governnment material, pornography, or violence. 19.
The method of claim1l further conprising: providing by the web server
a second user interface for entering gﬁto a web site; receiving at
the web server user inputs froma second user;

regi stering the second user by the web server based on the user
 nputs from the secopd UPR!yeBRPACIRh Whey 10 ENERhsSHE dfifent e Second
user with an identification; receiving at t rver fromthe
second: usefrona?ria@e:sseﬁsemgmmluamgm ofthefiishepnteakt s; retrieving
the first or second content by the web server in response to the user
request from the seqond §fffemod of claim | wherdll MEGRNAR e JhRh OF
second content by the web server using a text format based on the

i denti fi catdmpmsessisteriimingdvivihehthe fest scemndlchnsi@rimptdpei masiialf or mat

i ncl udi ng spaci ng di stance between characters of text;

generating by the wep Sefy&hedil dfipgd tlz%&%lnr{hé‘%l}ﬁn%lﬁl %f&gﬁ%ﬁﬁ’x idel ' St

or second content in accordance with e text fo provi di ng

t he i mage #nticgavemnmeniobateral,\permogiepliher Yelewied user . 20.

The nethod of claim19 further conprising formatting the texts by the
web server . 19.  ThelmeGiForaRhg huler ChALMED f ur t her
conprising retrieving the texts froma storage y the web server. 17

22. The nethod of cmvrﬁnmmtmWetrsewnpsﬁrcgwweyewquoz ¢nteringgyle aover a
connunlcatagpmggtmork by the web server.

receiving at the web server user inputs from a second user;

registering the second user by the web server based on the user inputs
from the second user;

associating by the web server the second user with an identification;

receiving at the web server from the second user a user request for
viewing texts;

refrieving the first or second content by the web server in response to the
user request from the second user;

processing the first or second content by the web server using a text
format based on the identification associated with the second user, the text format
including spacing distance between characters of text;

generating by the web server an image containing the processed first or
second content in accordance with the text format; and

providing the image from the web server to the second user.

20.  The method of claim 19 further comprising formatting the texts by

the web server.

21.  The method of claim 19 further comprising retrieving the texts

from a storage by the web server.,



23. The nethod of claim 19, wherein the image is associated with a

portion of the first or second content. 24. The net hod of
claim19 further conprising receiving at the web server a paynent

fromthe second user. 25. Jhe nmethod of claim19 further
conprising deleting the inage by the b server. 26. The

met hod of claim 19 further conprising charging by the web server an

account associated whth 1he,&RGONLIHSED ﬂjrﬁ’lgl; &)ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%@%ﬂﬁg@% HREL over

request fromthe second user. of cfFaim 19
further congRmusynestiphadwelkiy the wddervent o the i mage by the web server,
the code being associated with the identification. 28.

The method of cl ai mj9 fgﬁetl?ﬁnommm%e {8 ImAYa8s Cod {EByiEPec! al

characters to the imge e web server, the specia aracters
bei ng assorartaneef the first ar secondieantdnt.i cat i on associated with the second
user. 29. The nethod of claim 19 wherein the spacing

di stance defthes a d&.,staﬂ%&ﬁé&/xﬁ%ﬁhﬂrﬂ@ﬁﬂ{hgmhﬁmaun%g%ggﬂmg%ﬁs-
30. The nmethod of claim 19 further conprising: analfyzing the inage;

retrievi ngservsea payeent from theisesonf pgam t he i nage. 31. The
met hod of claim 19 wherein the identification conprises one or nore

nunbers and one or pore TRILHERG of claim 19 further comprising deleting the image by

the web server.

26.  The method of claim 19 further comprising charging by the web
server an account associated with the second user in response to the user request from the

second user,

27.  The method of claim 19 further comprising inserting a code into

the image by the web server, the code being associated with the identification.

28.  The method of claim 19 further comprising adding one or more
special characters to the image by the web server, the special characters being associated

witl: the identification associated with the second user.

29.  The method of claim 19 wherein the spacing distance defines a

distance between one or more punctuation marks.

30.  Themethod of claim 19 further comprising;
analyzing the image;

retrieving the identification from the image.

31.  The method of claim 19 wherein the identification comprises one

or more numbers and one or more letters.



